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Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Arkansas Library Association strongly urges you and your colleagues on the Federal
Communications Commission to revise the FCC price cap regulation plan as a means of fi-
nancing the development of the National Information Infrastructure (CC Docket 94-1: Price
Cap Performance Review for Local Exchange Carriers).

As in many other states, Arkansas has experienced growing activity in recent years in tele-
communications. A number of projects have been planned or implemented which have a posi-
tive impact on the education and economic sections of the state.

Although progress has been made, only 2 out of 209 public libraries and 95 out of 312 school
districts have been connected to the Internet. There is still a great need for significant tele-
communications infrastructure improvements in the state, especially in rural communities. The
FCC proposal would not conflict with but would greatly compliment our state's initiatives.

Libraries not only in Arkansas but in every state must gain affordable access to the "informa-
tion superhighway" as soon as possible to meet the ever-increasing information needs of mil-
lions of Americans. The estimated $300 million per year that local telephone companies could
use to finance investments in library and education infrastructure in their service territories will
certainly advance the goal to connect every library and classroom to the NII.

We urge your careful consideration of this proposal.

Sincerely,

Jenelle Stephens
President

cc: Commissioners Chong, Ness, Quello, and Barrett
i FCC Secretary William A. Caton
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