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Assistant Chief,
Office of Engineering and Technology, MAR 1 6 1995
Federal Communications Commission,
1919 M Street, N.W., FEDERAL COMMUMCATIONS Copagon
Washington, DC 20554, CE OF SECRETARY
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Dear Dr. Marcus,
FCC’s Proposed Regulation on

Personal Computer Sub-assemblies/Components

A personal computer manufacturer in Hong Kong, AST Research (Far
East) Ltd., has written to comment on the captioned subject. A copy of the
company'’s letter dated 27 January 1995 is enclosed for your consideration please.

Yours sincerely,

/L

(C.C. Tse}
for Director-General of Industry
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COMPUIITR

Re your ref. : EC/Inf/13/94
January 27, 199$

Mr. C.D. Tum, Chairman

Blectronics Committee

Industry & Technology Development Council
hidustry Dopariment

14/F, Ocean Cenire

5 Canton Roud, Kowloon
Fax No.: 2666 6015

Dear Sir,

b-assemblics/Components

We, belng an oversca subsidery of U.S. incorporaicd PC manufacturer, would like (o oxpress our serious concerns and strong
disagreement on the nowly proposed FCC rogulation which calls for ¥CC ‘bertification” requireinent on individual sub-
asscmblies/componenis used in PC sysiems sold tn US. We are hoping that ITDC Floctronic Committeo will channed our view
on this matier to appropriate partics in FCC for considoration.

Some of our products currently shippod to out cotapany various asscinbly plants in U.S. are Printed Circuil Board assemblics
(PCBA) and othor sub-assemblics for PC systems, these PCBAs and other sub-asscmblics/componcnis will be put into sysicms
which arc tested and certified 1o comply with cxisting FCC regulation.

Under the proposed FCC regulation, we may be foroed to do FCC oertificntion twive on single product, one.in PCBA level, the
othor in assombled sysiem lovel, which in no doubt will creato significant burdon in rosourocs, and incrcasc in product
devclopmont cost. Wo hate 10 predict that end users will oventually suffer from paying for all these extra costs, The additional
tcsling and certification process may also cause dolay in our product launch schedule. We therefore believe that the proposed
regulation {s not practical and will have significant nogative impact to our cutrent operation.

From technical point of view, there is no guarantce that PC systoms assembloed fram “tertified” subassemblics/oomponcnis nander
proposed I'CC rcgulation can moet PCC regulation for complote system duc to various factors such as diffcrent
interaction/grounding eflects on phyical arrangement of subasscmblicg/components inside a sysicim; possible change in operating
speed of CPU in system board or change in configuration in sysiem assembly; arrangement of cable conncclions inside a systom
and inpul/output conncctors on the chassis. The most cost clfeclive and appropriatc way 10 ensure a sysiem meeting FCC
regulation for complete system is o (est the assembled cystem itself,

Quite oppositely, the proposed FCC rogulation may have adversod cffoct on incrcasing the risk of PC system having interference
probloms as assomblors may be allowed to ship systoms assembled with ‘bortified” subnssomblies without going through proper
tosting on assombled system Jtecl. Poople will bo misload to beliove that systom assomblod from so called “Yow noisc” sub-
assemblics will be “low noise” (this may not necessary be truc duc 10 seasons stated above), there will be Joss assomblers willing
lo performn FCC testing on assembled sysiems fo minimize interference problem. As the result, market will be filled with
assembled sysiems with unpredictable level of radio emissions which in turn causcs more intelerence problems.

In conclusion, we do nol believe that the proposcd FCC regulation will achicve the objective of minimizing interfercnee problem
it set for. We also beliove that (he proposed FCC will have significant and long lasting negative impact to PC manufhctorers,
both in U.S. and overeas alike. Fnd user will not be benefit from this proposed FCC regulation.

Your sinceroly,
&

Billie Lui, Vice President

¢c.  Mr. C.C. Tse, Sccretary of Blectronics Commitice of Industry & ‘T'ochnology Development Council , Industry Depariment
ITDC Sccretarint, Industry & Technology Development Counell, industry Depariment
Mr. Victor Lo, Chairman of 11K Electronics Industry Council of Pedoration of H.X. Industries (Fax #: 27211404)
Mr. Robert Cheung, Hong Kong Trade Dewlopmem (‘ouncil (Fax ¥: 8240260)
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