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Honorable Carol Mose::-B';:I:U~=Ir:r 114 lJ(j(,ili', .->1,'; ~~. Y'~;JJ~fl~
United States Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-1303

Dear Senator Moseley-Braun:

Thank you for your correspondence regarding the Commission's proceeding which
addresses additional frequencies for cordless telephones. Your constituent, Jerry Kalov, of
Cobra Electronics Corporation, expresses concerns regarding the designation of a specific
scanning technique by the Commission and the effective date of final rules.

The Commission adopted a Report and Order in ET Docket No. 93-235 on
April 5, 1995, that made 15 new channels available for use by cordless telephones in order
to alleviate congestion on existing channels. (A copy is enclosed for your information.) In
the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in this proceeding, the Commission specifically requested
comment on the concerns raised by your constituent. Comments from numerous parties,
including those of Cobra, were considered before final decisions were made. The
Commission decided that it was not necessary or desirable to impose specific design
standards and believed that it was important to allow manufacturers the flexibility to
implement technical requirements in a manner that best suits their equipment design.
Additionally, the Commission found that the public interest would not be served by delaying
the effective date of the rules, merely to allow importers and manufacturers to deplete their
existing inventories.

Please be assured that the concerns of your constituent were taken into consideration
before final rules were adopted.

Sincerely,

~

'" .~/ --:";/!!:",,"':,,,'ta,.-"

tl,,':~Richard M. Smith
, Chief

Office of Engineering and Technology
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CAROL MOSELEY·BRAUN
ILLINOIS

~niteb ~tates ~enate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1303

April 5, 1995

Ms. Judy Harris
Director
Federal Communications Commission
Office of Legislative Affairs
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Harris:

COMMITIEES:
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...
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Enclosed is an inquiry I received from my constituent, Jerry
Kalov.

Because of my desire to be responsive to all communications, your
consideration of the matter is requested.

Please return your findings in duplicate form along with this
correspondence to the attention of Elisabeth Mills on the envelope
only.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Yours truly,

Carol Moseley-Braun
United States Senator

CMB:em
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The 'AoDol'Ible CarOl Molle1~-Briun
UDtted States Seaate "
320 SeDate Hart OfBce nlds.
WashiilStcin, DC 20S1~

.Dear SeDltOI' Moselej:'BraUn:',. . . .:

, Re,: FCC ET Docket 193-235

. .' . . .
We are concerned '!bout apossible pendlns lCdon lHthre the PCC that wc' undcritml has,been
scheduled fOr review thia WedneIday, Apri15. 1995. 1DYe enclo~ a copy,of oW" company's
Ex Parie filing. wbiclt was made on March 21. 1995.. requesting that the FCCdclay action on '
this issue. Although we are not certain (t w1l1.he on the docket this Wedn~y., there is

, suf6cient rumo~ about ino cause us great ~em. ", ' ,~

We are pu.iZl~by the unprecedented way in ~ch the FCC b WITCI1t1y viowhtg this ~atter, '
We think it, is criri.~ that the FCC Iiot oc1y approve the bqu~es £'of additional cordless
telephones'(which we support), 'but they'should ilsod.~ the scanning'techniques to be
sUre !bat produC%S wQl wode properly in the fleId. We ire also Vfrj coocQed ,ib()ut apremature
announoen&ent from the FCC about:the aWl'O'\!alofa system that may not yet be ready to go to
market~ and the sub~uem coriunercial damage it could do to ~t company. '

. . . .
, , ,

Cordless telephones are a, very signiJicanL part of ~. busioess. '&;ious, ,nePtiVe financial '
,~ces to our conpny WIll occur ifan action by the.~CC is'~ public ill a pr~itO\ls .
manner,~re the industry is ready to adopt ,the Rtandard an4,dcvelop 1?roducts.' We would like
to emphasiu that we are NOT a~st adding ~ew cordl~ pho.,e .fi'equenci~.? ~ut think it is
extremely'important that it be dohe in an orderly w.ay. Sufficient' time ~' b~ allowed for '
products to,be developed and pU,t to market, 'while at the same tUne aUoWina an orderly sell-off
of current inventori,es. The products tha.t WE: inake today, are well suited for the consumer
marlcetpla.ce and ,~e are not currently experiencing any interference ,problems; ,. . . .' .

, , '

We would: like to request that your office assiSt us in expressing'concern to the ¥CC over the
~g ofthis i~e. Your usistanco ~s greatly appreciated.

,S~, " , ',. ,

,~k :
~o~C~li~:Exec~tive'~Cer. ..:

,JKJjb
, ' ,
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EX .PARTE F:tLiNG

, .

March 21, 1995 '" .~

William F. Cato~, Acting Secretary
Federal Communications COMmission
1919 H. Stree~ N.W. Room 222 .
Washinqto~', ~.~ ~ 20554:. " . : ....,.

U: E~. Docket N~. 93:"'2"35:.E~ 'p~t~ ~ ,
New Cordle:s::s telephone Frequanciu

• .... ,"" • • .. •• • 1, '.~ • • '': • :

Dep: Mr •. '.,~": t.'·on.' :." , \: ; ~.~, ~'< '.' /, ..' ... " ". '..
,". •• III .,~:' ~~ • :. '. I',.·

cobra Electronics COrporat·1on.· (hereiDafter ·Cobra") hereby 'requests
that this corre~. be associated. with the reeord of the above
rer.renc.~..dO~t., Cobra:1s. ~~e of 51.,41S\ (tI) of: the .rUles and
belieyee :that the: :record ~of ...thi:s. pz:ocMdinq needs ,Clarification and
f.els that," 't:1"i....~. ~lie: int:.~eaf· ~ould be.1 better:.. served by
supplementing .that. :reeord' wit1:i" :the ada!tional; information providad
herein on: an' Ex 'Parte basi.s. ',"". t'. ,,:."~ "'. ,.' .." '~,' : ,.' ,..

_ • " " " ." ."100:' _ .:_ ":. ~.;: a :

• '" .. a • • • --..:, ~ ~. ..' • t ' ••• ~t. ~ • :. .'.:. '."

-Cobra. filed 'bot.h 'com.tiaentis· ana RePly· cOIIIIIInt;- that" were supportive
to the additional new rS·cordl••• phone frequencies,'but did take
exception to. :the vagueness: of. .th:~, Bc'arming propo~oi. .. and to the 30-:
day implementation perio.d;.. : ".~ ,:.~ :. .' ...' ':

. .'" .. ': ": . . .... ' .. "'~' , ;~ ::' ,.~.:. .'., "'. . . .. , '. .
The ~roblem.' is j ust a~: "toiira' "feared, the' :wholes&1e trade is now
confused ~Iid dOes ,no.t Jd:j.ow'~e~..r: :,it ahOul'd Ao~titiue 'to buy 10
channel product"or.: wait:~ untn" 2,5." Channel: proQucts can be sold•

. This 1s', not oniy becauSe "of "tba uncertainty of .when' 25; channels
will' be approv~C1, ..bUt also because' of- the pres.ent potential timinq
for the aeport .and .Order I which makes availabiJ:1ty for fall
catalogue.sa~es UDc.~t~i~.· ,~~:juet as Cobra predicted its ~ales

for the last: half of 1995' nave already started to' suffer even
thoug'l:~ 25 channels ha~e not yet bee~ approved .

.: .
" .. .

Anot.her problem "is' some coMPanies like Cobra have not tully
developed 25' Channel' prod-act becau.se Of. the ·vagueness of the'
scan:cin'J prOposal ••t forth in ,the NPBH, and the .fact that as of
January of this yeu, "the FCC had not even started to look at 25
channels. Cobra for one, was Uflder the impression that the FCC
would not start looking- at 25 channels ·until this sprlnq and tbat
it would take at least 5 to 6 months at beat for the FCC to came
out with·a Report, and Order, so CObra slowed down development of 25
channel product.·· . '. . "
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Much to 01.11:' surprise bal:'ely one (1) U\Onth later the FCC j.s now
~aying tha~ the keport and Order could come cut 'as early as April
of this year. Needless to say that i~ this h~ppens and if the
effective date remains at 30 days, Cobra would be left with no 2S
channel 'product and only devalued 10 channel product to, selr-for
the last. half of 1995, which would further exacerbate the sales
problem. 'this would be" a disaJiter ot the worst kind for a small
company sucb as cobra tdat relies heavily on cor~less phone sales
tor its existence. It 1s therefore absolutely crucial tor cobra
that the FCC qives enough time 'for ,the industry to proper1y make
the transition from 10 to 2S' channels. '~is means, as' Cobra ha~

al::eady indicated, that a bare .. minimum of' 6 month5 for. the
.rfective date is essential and dependinq on the actual release of

, the Report and Orcier, 12. DlOUthS ,i.l preferable.. ,'this is bec~use
many companies, like Cobra, only have one: (1) design CYCle a year. '
If the Report: end Ordercome:=l :out in the JDiddle of that, desicpl'
cycle, then it would take a year fro~ then to design a,2S channel
product. ..." , "

, .
It is also becoming more and more apparent thatt~e vaquen9ss of
tbe scanniaq,proposal is still ~ seriouS problem. 'Cobra has asked
that there should be some clarification and ~••ls that there could
be .sOllIe d.i;re cen.$equences it it is lett up to each co~ny. Cobra
rem1nds the rcc: that wb4m the FCC relea••d. 10 channels ,in the 80' s
it. left 'diqttal' security up 'to the aanutactuier., but after
overwhelming 911 false al~ the FCC had to amend the rules arter
the fact, to require digital cociinq.

~ COn~lW!lio~, ~bra,ur;es '~. ,Fcc 't~', t~ke the, ~t:i~~\ie.d.~ ,to' make,
sure that the Report and order wen released, Will" be II ,responsible
document· that' will take into account the needs, or ,the ent11:'~

industry so that in the "long 'run; the 'public. int.r....~t will 'be
better ,served. In Cobra's opinion'these needs include clarification
of the scanning routine and a' 6 ,to l2 lIlOnths effective date.

Respectfully subm1tted" '

CcJ:I:a Elac::t:ron:t.c:s ~r:porat1on

Max Rogers, .
.Chief Enqinee

MRlbr
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