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Mr Quello:
Please strengthen the regulations on the
Children's Television Act.

Our entire family is distressed by the poor
quality children's programs that are
being ~txx aired at present.

Thank you for your time.

Mr & Mrs D Joseph Moocz
Route 17M MD 1
Chester, NY 10918
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April 29, 1993

Dear Mr. Quello,
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I strongly favor the stren~ing of the

regulations on the Children's Televsion Act which the FCC

is currently reviewing. I su~rt the view that the entire

child audience needs to be served with 7 to 1a hours of

educational progranming a week.
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Sincerely,

1~ e.1J?A
Karen C. Miles
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April 26, 1993

James Quello, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street
Washington, D.C 20554

Dear Mr. Quello,

RECEIVED~~·_·~
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FCC MAIL ROOM

I would like to see the the regulations in the Children's Television Act of 1990
strengthened to provide more education shows for children. I would like to see more
choices for childrens viewing. My grandchildren are not aHowed to watch commercial
programming that is designed only to make consumers of them. Even the two-year-old
loves Beakman's World! There just needs to be more of valuable, mind broadening
TV available. We have a nation at stake. Help educate our children instead of making
drones of them.

Sincerely,

s~~.~
Susan Emge Blair
P.O. Box 4532
Arcata, CA 95521

(707) 733-5069
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James QueUo, Olainnan
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street
Washington, DC 20554

3321 Peny Lane

Austin, TIC 78731

April 28, 1993

Dear Mr. QueIIo:

Congratulations on any improvements you can make to children~ T.V. Television
educates whether we intend it to or not, and the lessons we have allowed it to

impart are for the most part appalling.

The Austin American Statesman's article of April 24, 1993 stated that you were
looking for suggestions. Here are a few:

Two 1unk- half hours should be set (5:00-5:30 A.M and 9:30-10m P.M.) during

which aU networts can show whatever mindless shows they fee) they must. ALL

the networks must share the same time slot, so they vie for their audience: a child
will not be able to watch eight continuous hours of junk by switching to a different

channel every half hour. AD other prog1t1l1lftfing, espedaDy from 3ftl-7:00 week­
days and 5:30 AM.-1:OO P.M. week-ends, should amfonn to guidelines which win
produce shows of the caHber of sesame Street, 3-2-1 Contact, Reading Rainbow.

Previews and advertising should match the show being viewed: advertising blood
and guts war toys and previewing torture and massacre cartoon-houT should only l:E

aDowed during the junk half hours.

::t!
'Clll.$~~NieI50n rating'! should not be the criteria for det . •~ A group of

National Honor Sodety students who view less ~. . .'waill4i.. should be

the panel for deddtng what is interesting. 11.. ttl " ! III

Junk shows should be preceded and foI1owed by public~1WUncements
decrying the poverty of their content. CoupIed~'~fiI a massive

No. of CopIes rsc'd 0
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campaisn that smart is sn-t Contests, prtzes and mall-in participation, heroes,

Sames, tee shirts and toys should all stve honor and reverence to the smart, not the

violent.

EducaflonaJ shows should be subsidized by violent ones. In the enclosed article

PuIt:tei Prize 'Wild", Georp F. WiD, quotes statistics: violence an Television
accounts for IllCJI'e than an _ ina'ease in the homtdde rate, and a 16tJl1, increase in

violent behavior in children. Therefore, just as dpreites and alcohol cany a sin tax
because of their deb intent to our society, violence on T.V. should be taxed.

Can!IIder the cost c1 law enfOtCl!lneut, lawywas, court COIIts, incarceratton,

rehablltatton, munsellng...not to mention the loss eX potential citizens turned jaw­

breakers. Add to this the trauma to the aUI liners famDy and the often-isnored
devastation to the vk:ttm and his family. Consider also the state of apprehension
we all must live in, and the fear we must insttll in our children.

Violence on television should be taxed at eYeIY level of production: screenwrfters,

proc:tucers, actors, prop manufacturers, make-up artists, ear mM11JfactuJerS of any car

used in a chase or aash, dIstrfbutors, networks and of 00UTSe adwrUsers; and for

the rtsht to sponsor one of these violent shows the advertiser should not only have
to payhigherprices but should be required to contribute an equal amount to support
pubJk:service messaps decrying violence, and to help offer educational prqpams to
networks at a reduced cost.

Cable companies should let the viewer choose the stations wanted instead 01

oIferins only paaaps w1*b indude vidence, sex and mecIocrily. If pQ18885 are
o«ered, they should be oorllp....d at pro.arns of stmlar interest, such as arts and
education; sdence and public intonnatlon; health and sports; MTV and sexually
explldt programs. The viewer should not be forced to have aU of the above

P"'Wams if arts and education are the only inte1'eSts. Packages including violent

prosrams should be far more expensive and heavily taxed.

Thank. you for your kind attention to my letter and once apin, congratulations in
advance for anything you can acoompltsh in imp!ovmS children's televiskln.



24A Houston Chronicle Friday, April 9, 1993

TV helps spawn epidemic of violence

Will Is a Pulitzer Prize-winning syn­
dicated columnist, based in Wuhlng­
ton, D.C.

most visceral sense of the role of vio­
lence in society and inpersonaJ bellav­
ior. Much of this sense willllave come
from television."

So what cia be done? Ceawwall be­
lieves that violence is a publ1e IaIIWl
problem del8l'Vinc meuurtlil pndi­
cal as nutrition, immUDilltiollllld bJey­
ele helmet pJ'Oll'ams. He ........ re­
quirinc all television sets tolie mIM­
factured wilb lockilll devices by widell
parents can control childrea'. aee. to
a set or to plrticular channell. lut IIICb
devices preauppo&e the sortolparetl
who would not need them: plrentl alert
to tbe dancerous degradation of taste
and behavior by entertainment satu­
rated with violence.

Wiler parents are the only hope be­
callie, uCeaterwall u........... there
is no hope for cooperation from tIae tele­
vision industry.It exists to draw audi­
ences for advertisers. DeleBlitiled
Americans are attracted byeverstron­
ger doles ofever more~ vlolenee.
A decline of 1 percent Of advertiIiDI
revenues would cut the televilion illdul­
try's revenues a quarter ofa billlOll dol­
lars.

So ucenttrwall8lYl, it ilil iclie to
expect televilion to belp comINtt die epi­
demic of violence tllat is derivative
from violent entertalDmentII it II to u­
peet tile tobuco inclultry to helpcom­
bat the epidemic of 1uaIcucer tbat lIa
complr@letip of that indUltry'.lick.
enin, health.

tablish correlations between prolonged
childhood exposure to television and a
proclivity for physical aggressiveness
that extends from pre-adolescence into
adulthood. All this is reported in the
Public Interest quarterly by Brandon S.
Centerwall, an epidemiologist at the
University of Washington.

He uled a historical oddity - becalile
of disaareernent between Afrikaner·
and E......speaking South Africans,
that nation had no television prior to
1975 - to study the effect of television
on violence rates in the prosperous in­
dustrial society of white South Africans.
~e studied homicide rates among

white South Africans, white Americans
and all Canadians. From 1945 to 1974 the
wbite IIMII_ rate in the Uniied States
increuM• percent; in Cana*, 92 per­
cent; iD..... Africa, the white homicide
rate decl8ed 7percent.

NeitHreconomic growth, civil un­
rest, ap distribution, urbanization, al­
cohol consumption, capital punishment
nor the availability of firearms explain
the short span between the introduction
of television and the doubling of the ho­
micide rate in the United States and
Canada - or the similar lag in South Af­
rica. Furthermore, Centerwall believes
that the iDtroduction of televiJjon belpa
explain different rates of homicide
growth for American whites and minor­
ities.

White bouIebolds began acquiring
television leta in larle numbers approx·
imately five years before minority
~ouseholdl. White homicide rates belan
lDcreuialln 19S8. Aparallel increase in
minority fiomicide rates belan four
years later. "

A 14-IIlODtla-OI.d infant can .-opt be­
havior it bu lien on televiliOll. Beca..
young cbUdrea are unable to dlstlnpilb
f~ct from lutuy, they reprd televi-
SIon as tlon about1aow tbe world
worlca. ( the need for the Indiana
school beanl'.advisory.) And, Center­
wa1l8lYl, in the world as television
presents it, violence is ubiqUitous, excit­
ing, chariJmatic and effective:

"In later life, serious violence is most
likely to erupt at momenta ofsevere
atreu - ud it is precisely at .uch mo­
ments that adolescents and adults are
mOlt likely to revert to their earll.t,

~.... '..' ...•...'.'..'..'.'.'.'.."".'.'.".'.'.""~..""...'.'... "'.'.'"
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ANIndiana school board had to is­
sue an advisory to children,

. who had been crawling into
storm drains, that there were no Teen­
ate Mutant Ninja Turtles down there.
To understand why this was necessary is
to understand one
()f the causes of
America's epi­
demic of vio­
lence.

And the path to
understanding
that Indiana ad­
visory can begin
in a remote Cana­
dian community
that in 1973 (sig­
nal reception
pnItIemsbaviDg ...... F.
beenovercome) WID
wudue toac- ------
qU'e televisi;on. Social scientllta seized
lM opportunity to investipte the ef­
f~ of televilioaon this community's
claiJdren, .... forC()JftparilOll twosimi­
lar towns that bad IonIbad television.

Before television was belatedly intro­
duced, they monitored rates of inappro­
priate physiea1auression amona 45
flnt· and ........raders. After'two
y-. of tel"".,., tile rate iIKlreuId
._percfI1t, !II Mdt beys _ .....,....
i....... thole a--,veto be-
.... with aDd wen 1IOt. The
rate in the two eomnHIDities that bad
had television for yearsdid DOt chaJlle.

Other reaeareMn stldied tbird·,
fourtb· and fifth·...ade boyI. in two In­
dill comm_ties in northern Manitoba.
OM lOt televilliclain 1973, the other in
1m.The a..-veness of boys in the
lint eomm.ity iacreued Immedi·
ately, in the 88COIId It increMed four
yean later.

It..y fMll uee to 1.1 of815 dill·
..in a sendnnl American couaty
(eaMrolled ,.."_li .....
iIDIIIpnce -..uc.tMII)
IouBd tlaat penoII y
ca.victed 01ertm.. lM more tel......
_ bad watdled by.', tile more..
.... their .............cri.... A"IIC­
_ aenera_ effect" was that tbe
more telev"a parent bad watdled u
a dIlId, the-..."erelythat parent
~clUklren.•

seven U,S. and Canadian .tudIH.·



Dear Mr. Quello~

RECEIVED
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As a taxpayer and JDOIIher ofan eight year old boy, I'm once again dispsted by "Bia Brother's"
iDsistence OIldida~needs. Now comes the dlreat to ftVoke Broadcuter's licenses if
they don't incI'ease . television for ch1ldren. My son spends' days a week in school,
IIId an addltionaiJO milluta to an houred d.y ~etinghomework _ .....s. He has
been a s1I'aisbt A student since f'JI'Bt grade, aod ifhe chooses to unwind by watching 1hour of
"mindless" cartoon shows in the aftemoon, then so be it.

EducatiOll81 T.V. should be a vol1lllt8l)' .e8tIft by local Broadcuters. NOT a 10Vernmeot
IMndete. Where do we draw the line between freedom ofchoice aDd Governmeot censorship?
To aU those p81'eD1S who compIam about the Jack of educational television geared towards
chlIdnlIJ, I have this piece ofedvise; quit usiJII television as a baby sitter, and involve your
children in more physical and creative endeavors.

In these times of ever cMnainl social and economic ooncliti~chlldren have been forced to
Il'Ow up before their time. Society'" placed too IJlUCh pressure on than to be adults without
givin, them the oppodUaity to just be kids. Have we foqotten the p1ft enjoyment of watching
the crazy Ultics 01Rock18nd Bullwinlde~ or the po86ibDiiy ofbefrieuding a Ghost like CMper?
Today more than ever befoIe, chDdren need this escape too. Stop tlyma to cram adul1hood down
their throats. Tell the Government to stay out ofour private lives, and for the children's sake,
give them a break. Let them enjoy the innocence of childhood while it lasts.

Sincerely,

J;-JL~'I-.J--
Trish Bennett

No. of CopieI rec'd 0
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4123/93

Mr. James Queno, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1818 M St.
Washington, D.C. 20&64

RE: Children's Tetevlslon Act

Dear Mr. Quello,

We urge you to strengthen the Children's Tetevision Act. Public
television has proved there is a strong demand for "Quality" children's
tetevision. Do the right thing for the children, we desperately need
improvement in our children's TV.

lfl
Si"ferelV~7'.' ?

! ",' /Jt/:.; " ,.-
• 1 '-'"....

f:' ' J ...

DavidI~Mallon "-
Round Rock, TX
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James Quell0
FCC
1919 M St.
Washington.D.C. 20554

Dear Sit~:
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I'm writing to express mv concern that KOTV in Tulsa.Oklahoma is not
providing enough children's TV programs. Their- I icense is UP for review
and I want to voice my dipleasure with their continued commerical
children's shows.

They mav have 3 hours of "educational Drogt~ams" for kids. I would 1ike
for 'lour office to insist KOTV provide Dual itv children's programs In the
future.

We receiye their programming from a cable comoanv in Independence,
Kansas and mv two daughters watch the better educational programs.

As a concerned citizen. I ask yOU to protect us from the continued
mindless children's shows that KOTV provides to our community.

Sincerely,

~ J;;>.. ...~-.4.......--
Dan Soarkman
1617 Woodland View
Indeoendence. KS 67301

.1
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Chris W. Rocco & Co.
3600 Starline Drive Ste A

Austin, Texas 78759
(512) 258-5637

April 30, 1993

James Quello, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 "M" Street
Washington, D.C., 20554

Dear Commissioner Quello:

RECEIVED
'MAY 04 F:'j

of'O_l•.-

FCC MAIL ROOM

As the father of 4 children ages 4, 8, 12 and 19, I am well aware of the importance of "bird­
dogging" the broadcasters to make sure they offer more than just "what sells" to the children
of the United States.

Unlike adults, most children do not have the will power to avoid the "sugar-eoated" offerings
and usually don't include "whole-grained" offerings in their diet of TV. I feel confident that
we still have the opportunity to modify the viewing behavior or our children but we are at a
cross-road.

We must not allow the industry to police itself; that's like the fox guarding the henhouse. The
corporate giants that own most of the TV stations in the U.S. employ executives whose first
responsibility is to maintain corporate profits, through viewer share points. Do you really think
that a broadcast executive is going to chance loosing viewer share points IF HE IS NOT
APPROPRIATELY MOTIVATED TO DO SO? He'd much rather "squabble" with your
organization about the interpretation of current regulations than answer to Board members about
declining share. Additionally, although the argument that parents must take a bigger role in
restricting viewing of certain children's TV is laudable and personally embraced, we need to be
met half-way.

To conclude, WE NEED MORE REGULAnON OF WHAT THE BROADCASTERS SHOW
OUR CHILDREN !!!!!!! They must be required to increase the number of hours a day of
educational programs, period.

I appreciate the opportunity to voice my opinion.

Chris W. Rocco

No. of COJ*I rec'd 0
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814 Marquette, N.W.
Albuquerque, N.M. 87102

PHILIP B. DAVIS
Attorney at Law
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FCC MAIL ROOr.KX: 505-242-1864

April 30, 1993

James Quello, Chairman
Federal Communications commission
1919 M street
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Children's Television Act

Dear Mr. Quello:

Now that we have an administration that actually cares about
children instead of simply claiming to, please implement
regulations with regard to the Children's Television Act that has
some teeth and authorize your agency to carry out its mission by
acting to yank the licenses of those television stations that
believe educational TV consists of the Flintstones and Homer
Simpson.

Thanks very much.

Eours.
PBD:dvv

No. of Copies rec'd V
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Dear Mr. Quello,
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38 Old Fox Hill Rd~ l)
Hampton, VA 23669 MdY O~~ r;':
April 27, 1993 I I
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I'm writing regarding the Children's Television Act
which leaves much to be desired as far as application goes.
The number of children's shows available for our children
does not come near to what they need.

I believe that all broadcasters, including cable opera­
tors must be required to televise more educational and more
frequent shows for children. Today's kids are saturated
enough with cartoons and violence.

Programs should focus on science, math, and social
problems (one that comes to mind was concerned with raising
"street-wise" kids). Also, shows depicting healthy family
life situations where people learn to interact, to solve
common problems, and to care for each other rather than
themselves.

There should be at least one but preferably two of
these daily and they should be televised early evening (bet­
ween 6 and 8 P.M.) so as not to interfere with bedtimes
especially on school nights. As a matter of fact, it would
be extremely beneficial if T.V. shows between 6 and 8 P.M.
were all geared to children. Some of these programs could
actually supplement the classroom learning and teachers
might use them as homework.

It is appalling that those (media) having so much
influence on our children, who are the leaders of tomorrow,
don't care enough to feed them the information they will
need to live in the society we are creating. Our kids need
all the help they can get and the strongest influence should
be compelled to provide the strongest positive information.

Please save our children from intellectual corruption
and help build thinking, feeling, caring individuals who
know right from wrong and are interested in the world around
them; not for their own gain only but for the good of all.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~;£Ju/-'
Mrs. Therese Lambert
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