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Mr. Alfred C. Sikes
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Federal Communications Cornmi~sio

Office 01 the Secretar,

Re: A.C. Nielsen's Proposal to
Use Line 22 of the Active
Video Signal;
PN No. DA 89-1060

Dear Mr. Sikes:

This letter is to underscore A.C. Nielsen's support of the
compromise resolution to the concerns expressed to you in
connection with the above-referenced proceeding, which compromise
was suggested by the Commission's staff during our recent
meetings with them and representatives of Airtrax. The
compromise suggested at the meeting temporarily satisfies all the
concerns we understand to have been expressed by Nielsen and
others in that it:

1. Serves the television industry's obvious interest in
obtaining more accurate ratings during this crucial
beginning of the new television season by allowing Nielsen
to use its AMOL system on line 22 for a limited period of
time;

2. Will not undercut in any way the pUblic's ability to
comment upon Nielsen's proposed use of line 22 in response
to the above-referenced Public Notice;

3. Permits the use of line 22 by both Nielsen and Airtrax
during the public comment period by verifying that minor
efforts could assure that Airtrax's codes will not be
deleted by the placement of Nielsen's AMOL codes on line 22,
and by committing Nielsen to support Airtrax's efforts to
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assure that those protective steps be taken. Y

Immediate implementation of the suggested compromise will
serve the television industry's strong interest in obtaining more
accurate and timely ratings during the new television season, and
will do so while assuring that Airtrax's business will not be
adversely affected. On the other hand, refusal to implement the
compromise quickly would greatly and adversely affect the
broadcast industry and viewers in that it would inhibit Nielsen's
ability to provide more accurate ratings during this crucial
period, but would not further any perceived need to provide
protection to Airtrax.

Nielsen requests that any approval necessary to implement
the suggested compromise be undertaken immediately. Any
questions you or your staff may have regarding this matter may be
referred to the undersigned.

Sincerely,

M "'"~·C.~ ·
G ier C. Raclin

cc: All Parties on Attached List.

YFrom Airtrax's own statements, it appears that, during the
period in which Nielsen would be authorized to use line 22
pursuant to the compromise, Airtrax would only be using line 22
on a test basis, and only in a few television markets. Moreover,
based upon currently-available information, it appears that
Airtrax is encoding a limited number of entire programs, thus
establishing that Airtrax i§ intending to compete with Nielsen in
providing program line-up information.
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*John C. Johnson, Jr.
Bryan, Cave, McPheeters , McRoberts
1015 Fifteenth Street, N. W.
Suite 1000

*Mr. Alex D. Felker
Chief, Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Room 314

*The Honorable Alfred Sikes
Ch~irman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., N. W.
Room 814

*The Honorable James H. CUello
Member, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., N. W.
Room 802

*The Honorable Patricia Diaz Dennis
Member, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., N. W.
Room 832

*The Honorable Sherrie Marshall
Member-Designate
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., N.W.
Room 844

*The Honorable Andrew Barrett
Member-Designate
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Room 826

*Roy J. Stewart, Esquire
Chief, Video Services Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Room 702

*Stephen F. Sewell, Esquire
Assistant Chief
Video Services Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Room 702
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*Clay C. Pendarvis, Esquire
Chief, Television Branch
Video Services Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Room 700

*Mr. Gordon Godfrey
Television Branch
Video Services Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Room 700

*Bradley P. Holmes, Esquire
Chief, Policy and Rules Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, Northwest
Room 8010

*Mr. James McNally
Chief, Engineering Policy Branch
Policy and Rules Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, Northwest
Room 8112

*Mr. Bernard Gorden
Engineering Policy Branch
Policy and Rules Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, Northwest
Room 8114
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