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Summary of Presentation

• Background of Railroad Radio Service

• Functions of Railroad Radio Systems

• Why the Railroad Radio Service must
be preserved

• Why the railroads need a reasonable
transition plan
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What is the "Railroad Radio Service?"

• 91 Channels (15 kHz spacing)
between 160.215 and 161.565 MHz

• 3 channel pairs (25 kHz spacing) at
452 and 457 MHz

• Several other additional channels
shared with other services

See 47 C.F.R. § 90. 91
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Six Maior Functions of Railroad Radio

6 "Road" channels

a Maintenance of Right-of-Way

~ Security, Law Enforcement &
Emergency Response

~ Yard Operations

f; Train-Specific Devices

«t Supervisory Communications
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"Road" Channel - Automatic Defect Detector
Defect Detectors are also used to detect rock slides, dragging

equipment, and high/wide equipment to name a few.

~~
.~,,
1



c:
0.-....
a
~

!
'".5
c~

0.-....
!
'"4)

'"0
CQ

-ac
0

~

~ f·,

e
\I.-
~-0
\I.-
~ !.... r

I
I



--a
\I...
~....



>.

~
I...
0
I..

.c
m -n.- -n CI>

~
-n CI> C
CI> u 0
~

...... 0
...

0
0 LL. U

LL. CI>-
~ 0 -

~
.-

u c ...D
\I 0 0) 0

c
... .- ~l- V)

0 • • •c
~..
c.-
0
~

<t





....
a
c::
.~

'"I..-
~cu

c::
c::a

\5
~

~
~
o
I

cu
\I
c::a
c::
!
.c::-a
~..





~ Security, Law Enforcement and
Emergency Response

• Property Protection

• Railroad Police

• Emergency Response
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"Security Channels" - Railroad Police
The railroad industry employs over 2,000 police officers throughout the

nation. They are commissioned as police officers under state law, and are
authorized by the Department of Transportation to enforce the laws of any

iurisdiction in which the railroad operates. 49 C.F.R. Section 207.
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~ Train-Specific Devices

• End-of-Train telemetry (mandated by
Congress, 49 U.S.C. § 20141 (b))

• Slave Locomotive Operations

• Downloading Locomotive Data
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