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The Honorable William F. Caton
Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Caton,

I am writing to you today on behalf of the
National Association of Charterboat Operators
(NACO) to respond to the Notice of Inquiry to
review the Commission’s rulas regarding the
inspection of ships for compliance with the
Communications Act of 1934 and the Intermational
Convention for Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 (CIT
Dockat No. 95-54).

NACO is a 4,100 member association for the
charterboat industry. Our members include small
inspected passenger vessels, which are directly
affected by this notice.

NACO strongly supports any efforts on behalf
of the FCC to develcp alternative means of
inspection that would simplify and streamline the
inspection process. Of particular interest to our
members is the proposal to investigate a strategy
to utilize private sector entities to perform
inspections. However, NACO opposes restricting
private sector participation exclusively to
classification societies, which would effectively
exclude the small passenger industry from the
benefits of this rulemaking.

If you have questions or need additional
information, please do not hesitate to call me,
(202)546-6993 . Thank you for your consideration of
our association’s views.

ecutive Director
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