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The Xentucky Library Network (XLN) is a unique aembership organization of 290
libraries of all types (public, school, acadeaic and special). XLN as an
organization is dedicated to providing inforaation and improving the quality of
life for it's customers the citizens of Xentucky, students, business people and
government workers. KLN's elected Board of Directors sets program priorities and
policy that are executed by The Kentucky Department For Libraries and Archives
(KOLA) in concert with KLN committees.

A major impediment to progress has been the lack of access to any "on ramp" to the
National Information Infrastructure (NII). Very few institutions have local
access to the Internet.

The Commonwealth of Kentucky is striving to achieve vastly improved access to
communication services, sharing of information and technology resources which
exist throughout the state. The Xentucky Information Highway is a major state
initiative to develop the Commonwealth's public sector communications network as a
publicly available, accessible, affordable infrastructure resource.

Petition RH-8653 would enhance local and state efforts to improve access and
delivery of information and materials to the citizens of Kentucky. Setting aside
the NIl Band for public use would promote equity of access to the "information
superhighway" particularly to libraries, schools, colleges, hospitals and
government agencies in rural areas of ~entucky.

The Kentucky Library Network Board of Directors at its July 19 meeting voted to
strongly support the principles of Petition RH-8653 and urges the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) to rule in favor of this Petition.

Si~~
Libby Thurman, President
Kentucky Library Network
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