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Routine Use of Signal Boosters

COMMENTS OF SEIKO COMMUNICATIONS OF AMERICA, INC.

Seiko Communications of America, Inc. (“Seiko America”), by its attorneys, herewith
submits its comments on the above-captioned notice of proposed rulemaking.! This Notice
proposes to allow a broad range of commercial and private land mobile radio users to
routinely use signal boosters, and solicits comment on the use of signal translators, to improve
coverage within their service areas. Seiko America. without commenting on the other aspects
of the Commission’s proposal, supports increasing the flexibility afforded to licensees,
including FM subcarrier authority (“SCA”) holders. to utilize frequency translators.

Seiko America is in the process of constructing a nationwide paging network through
the use of FM subcarrier channels leased from broadcasters. Seiko America has already
initiated service in a number of major metropolitan areas and is adding to its network on a
daily basis. Unlike facilities-based paging providers licensed under Parts 22 or 90 of the
Commission’s rules, Seiko is not a licensee and conducts its business using channel capacity

obtained from FM broadcasters. Because Seiko America does not own the broadcast facilities,

! Amendment of Parts 22, 90, and 94 of the Commission’s Rules to Permit
Routine Use of Signal Boosters, WT Docket No. 95-70 (rel. June 22, 1995) [” Notice”].
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the coverage area of Seiko America’s paging systems is generally a function of the strength of
the broadcast signal in a particular area. Seiko America has overcome the challenge of
providing adequate signal coverage through the use of frequency-agile pagers and by leasing
capacity from numerous FM licensees in an area.

In some areas of the country, however, achieving sufficient paging signal penetration
using broadcast facilities can be a problem. For example, Seiko America may not be able to
obtain redundant coverage because of a lack of available FM stations in the area. Moreover,
because broadcasters have generally optimized their transmission facilities and coverage for
audio reception, the quality of coverage may not be sufficiently high to support reliable paging
operation or “dead spots” may exist that are irrelevant to the broadcaster’s intended market,
but critical for a paging provider. Increased flexibility in the use of signal translators by
stations holding FM subsidiary communications authorizations (“FM SCAs”), by allowing the
licensee to “fill-in” these areas as needed on an inexpensive basis, could thus provide
substantial public benefits.

Accordingly, Seiko America requests the Commission to adopt rules that would permit
increased flexibility for FM SCA licensees to employ signal translators on a routine basis. In
order to avoid conflicts with existing broadcast licensing policies, the use of such translators
would be limited to cases where the FM main channel licensee has consented to the use of the
signal translator and any potentially affected adjacent channel or nearby co-channel licensees
have been notified. As with the proposed Part 22 and Part 90 rules, FM SCA signal

translators should only be permitted in cases where a licensee is seeking to “fill-in” coverage



within an existing service area. In other words, the contour of operation for the translator
should not be permitted to extend beyond the licensee’s authorized area of operation and the
emitted signal should not extend beyond the authorized channel of the licensee.

Seiko America urges the Commission to increase the flexibility of licensees to utilize
signal translators to improve signal penetration in their licensed service areas. Increased
flexibility in this regard would allow FM subcarrier paging providers access to simple,

inexpensive equipment capable of improving service to the public.

Respectfully submitted,
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