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SUMMARY

Duplin County Broadcasters ("DCB"), licensee of FM station

WBSY, replies to comments filed by Topsail Broadcasting, Inc.

("TPI"), licensee of WZXS(FM), Topsail Beach, North Carolina, and

W&B Media, Inc. ( IIW&B"), 1 icensee of WSFL-FM, New Bern, North

Carolina, with respect to DCB's request for an amendment to the FM

Table of Allotments, to reassign Channel 284 from Rose Hill to

Trenton, North Carolina, upgrade the allotment from Class A to Class

C2, and modify the license of WBSY accordingly. DCB's proposal

would introduce first local aural service to Trenton, which is not

in an Urbanized Area (but is the county seat of Jones County, North

Carolina), as well as provide service to increased populations and

areas. The proposal would be a preferential arrangement of

allotments, as Trenton would receive its first local aural service,

while Rose Hill would continue to receive local service from

WEGG(AM). Any loss areas would continue to be well-served by at

least five aural services.

There is no basis in law or fact to deny Trenton a first local

service preference applying the criteria set forth in RKO General.

Inc. (KFRCl and Faye and Richard Tuck. When the established

criteria are applied to Trenton, it is clear that Trenton is a self­

governing, independent and historical community, deserving allotment

of its first aural service. Contrary to the Commentors' allega­

tions, Trenton does not depend on, and does not perceive itself as

a part of, one or more of the scattered, non-adj acent North Carolina
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communities of Jacksonville, New Bern, Kinston, Havelock, and/or

Goldsboro mentioned by the Commentors.

It is further demonstrated that Trenton should not be deemed

a "quiet village." Allotments have previously been made to

communities with attributes similar to Trenton, notwithstanding

efforts of objectors to depict those places as falling under the

"quiet village" policy.

Although Trenton presently receives aural service from out-of­

town stations, it is axiomatic that such reception is not a

substitute for local service.

The proposed relocation will not deprive Rose Hill of its only

aural service. Rose Hill will continue to be served by WEGG(AM) ,

which is simulcast by WBSY for a substantial part of the day.
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Before the
FBDBRAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

RECEIVED
IAUG 25 1995

In the Matter of )
)

Amendment of section 73.202(b), )
Table of Allotments, )
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(Rose Hill and Trenton, )
North Carolina) )

To: Chief, Allocations Branch
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REPLY COKKBJTS 0' DUPLIN QQUNTY BROADCASTBRS

Duplin County Broadcasters (IIDCBII) I by its attorneys and

pursuant to Notice of Proposed Rule Making, DA 95-1277, released

June 19, 1995, hereby replies to the August 10, 1995 IIComments in

opposition To Proposed Rule Making ll filed by Topsail Broadcasting,

Inc. (IITPI II ), licensee of WZXS(FM), Topsail Beach, North Carolina;

and the August 10, 1995 "Comments of W&B Media, Inc." filed by W&B

Media, Inc. ("W&B"), licensee of WSFL-FM, New Bern, North Carolina

(hereinafter jointly referred to as lithe Commentors") 1/ . In reply

thereto, the following is respectfully shown:

1. DCB, the licensee of FM Station WBSY, Channel 284A, Rose

Hill, North carolina, seeks reassignment of Channel 284 from Rose

Hill to Trenton, North Carolina; an upgrade of the allotment from

Class A to Class C2; and modification of the license of WBSY

accordingly. DCB I S proposal would introduce first local aural

llDCB intends to reply to counterproposals filed in this
proceeding by Aurora Broadcasting (RM-8688) and JEE Broadcasting
(RM-8689), on or before the September 5, 1995 deadline for reply
comments established by FCC Public Notice, Report No. 2092, dated
August 21, 1995.



service to Trenton, which is not in an Urbanized Area (but is the

county seat of Jones County, North carolina), as well as provide

service to increased populations and areas. The proposal would be

a preferential arrangement of allotments, as Trenton would receive

its first local aural service, while Rose Hill would continue to

receive local service from WEGG(AM). Any loss areas would continue

to be well-served by at least five aural services.

2. The Commentors apparently perceive DCB I S proposal as

introducing new competition to their stations, and have asked the

Commission to deny Trenton a first local service preference. W&B

would rely on the policy of RKO General, Inc. (KFRC), 5 FCC Rcd 3222

(1990), vacated as moot pursuant to settlement, 6 FCC Rcd 1808

(1991) ("KFRC"), and Faye and Richard Tuck, 3 FCC Rcd 5374 (1988)

("Tuck"), as a basis to attribute to Trenton aural services licensed

to the North Carolina communities of Jacksonville, New Bern, Kinston

and Havelock. TBI would attribute to Trenton not only the stations

licensed to those communities but also those licensed to distant

Goldsboro, North Carolina.

3. There is no basis in fact or law to attribute to Trenton

the aural services licensed to the scattered, non-adjacent communi­

ties of Jacksonville, New Bern, Kinston, Havelock, and/or Goldsboro.

Under KFRC and Tuck, only communities that are shown to be dependent

upon and contiguous to a dominant central city are attributed with

the aural services of the greater metropolitan area. Thus, in KFRC,

the Commission examined the independence of Richmond, California,

a community in the San Francisco Urbanized Area, from the San
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Francisco Urbanized Area. In Tuck, the Commission examined local-

ities within the Dallas-Fort Worth Urbanized Area. In contradis-

tinction, Trenton is not located in an Urbanized Area, and is not

a suburb of any core city, be it Jacksonville, New Bern, Kinston,

Havelock, or Goldsboro. Trenton is in a different county than those

cities, is not adjacent to any of those cities, and does not receive

municipal services from any of those cities. Rather, Trenton is a

self-governing, historical community with distinct local charac-

teristics and interests.

4. Neither Commentor has presented evidence that Trenton is

dependent on Jacksonville, New Bern, Kinston, Havelock or Goldsboro.

Indeed, in endeavoring to perform an analysis under KFRC and Tuck,

W&B admitted numerous facts which demonstrate Trenton's status as

an independent community. Attached hereto at Exhibits 1-14 are

additional materials, including the pertinent portion of the local

phone book and declarations by Trenton community leaders, which

demonstrate conclusively the independence of Trenton as a community,

and that Trenton cannot properly be construed as an appendage to

Jacksonville, New Bern, Kinston, Havelock or Goldsboro. To

summarize:

The town of Trenton is a historic place, certified
in the National Register of Historic Placesf/ • Trenton
was established by an act of law in 1784, and the town

YSee Exhibit 2 hereto, Harritt, Julia Pollock, History &
Genealogy of Jones county, NC, "Trenton Historic District," Owen
D. Dunn, Inc., New Bern, NC (1987).
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was subsequently incorporated~/. A portion of the
present city consists of a scenic historic district~.

Trenton has an elected form of government. Trenton
elects a Mayor and a Town Board. A Town Clerk is ap­
pointed. Trenton also has a Town Attorney. The city
offices are located in the courthouse building in Tren­
ton~/ .

The City of Trenton operates under a corporate
charter and tax authority. Currently, Trenton taxes $.50
per $100.00 property valueW.

The City of Trenton provides such services as
maintaining the sewer system, the streets and street
lights. Recently the City of Trenton signed a cable
television franchise for Trenton. The City of Trenton
has a cemetery association, administrated by the Mayor.
The city does not obtain services from Jacksonville, New
Bern, Kinston, Goldsboro or HavelockZ/.

Residents of Trenton do not perceive Trenton as
being an integral part of a Jacksonville-New Bern­
Kinston-Havelock metropolitan area§/.

~/See Exhibit 2 hereto, Harritt, Julia Pollock, Historv &
Genealogy of Jones County, NC, "Town of Trenton," Owen D. Dunn,
Inc., New Bern, NC (1987). See also Exhibit 3 hereto, Riggs,
Sondra Ipock, History of Jones County, NCR 975.621H at page 80.

!/see Exhibit 1 hereto, Harritt, Julia Pollock, History &
Genealogy of Jones County, NC, "Trenton Historic District," Owen
D. Dunn, Inc., New B1ern, NC (1987).

~/see Exhibit 5 hereto, Declaration of Joffree Leggett,
Mayor of the City of Trenton, at paragraph 1.

WId. at paragraph 2.

VId. at paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 6; and Exhibit 6 hereto, Decla­
ration of Robert Mason, Jones County Sheriff, at paragraph 4.

~In a declaration supporting W&B's comments, Bruce T.
Simel, General Manager of WSFL-FM, represented that based upon
research and a conversation with the Trenton Town Clerk,
"[c]ommunity leaders and residents of Trenton perceive Trenton as
being an integral part of the larger Jacksonville-New Bern­
Kinston-Havelock metropolitan area, rather than as being separate
from it." However, Town Clerk Glenn Spivey, in his Declaration
attached hereto as Exhibit 7, states that he never told Mr. Simel
such a thing. In addition, Sheriff Robert Mason, in his Declara-
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Some residents of surrounding Jones County, an
agricultural area, consider themselves to be "from
Trenton," although Trenton has not formally annexed any
additional landV .

There are a number of businesses located in Trenton
which are patronized by, and which serve the needs of,
the people of Trenton, including a bank, a dry goods
store, a hardware store, an auto repair shop, a drug
store, a restaurant, an automobile dealer, a game room,
a tire and feed store, a hair stylist, attorneySo. ac­
countants, and a medical center with five doctorsL/ .

Trenton has a post officell/ .

Trenton has a library12/.

North Carolina state University offers extension
courses at the Agriculture Building in Trenton13/ .

tion attached hereto as Exhibit 6, states that he "strongly dis­
agrees" with Mr. Simel's statement.

VSee Exhibit 5 hereto, Declaration of Joffree Leggett,
Mayor of the City of Trenton, at paragraph 12, and Exhibit 7
hereto, Declaration of Robert Mason, Jones County Sheriff, at
paragraph 5.

]YSee Exhibit 7 hereto, Declaration of Glenn Spivey, Trenton
Town Clerk, at paragraph 11; Exhibit 6 hereto, Sheriff Robert
Mason, at paragraphs 6 and 7; and Exhibit 8 hereto, The Official
Directory Of Sprint/Carolina Telephone, New Bern (November 1994)
at pages 223-228. See also Comments of W&B Media, Inc.," pages
9-10, paragraph f.

LVExhibit 6 hereto, Declaration of Sheriff Robert Mason, at
paragraph 6 and The Official Directory Of sprint/Carolina Tele­
phone, New Bern (November 1994) at page 227 "U.S. Postal Ser­
vice - Trenton Post Office."

12/Exhibit 6 hereto, Declaration of Sheriff Robert Mason, at
paragraph 6 and The Official Directory Of Sprint/Carolina Tele­
phone, New Bern (November 1994) at page 227 "Trenton Public
Library." See also Exhibit 3 hereto, Riggs, Sondra Ipock, Histo­
ry of Jones County, NCR 975.621H at page 80.

!~lSee Exhibit 9 hereto, "North Carolina Cooperative Exten­
sion Service, North Carolina state University College of
Agriculture & Life Sciences, Jones county Cooperative Extension
Summer Programs."
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- Trenton telephone number listin~s are in a separate
section of the local telephone book14 • Calls to Kinston
and New Bern require "extended local service" from
Trenton. Calls to Jacksonville, Goldsboro or Havelock
are long distance calls from Trentonll/.

As the seat of Jones County, Trenton is the hub of
Jones County government. Located in Trenton are: the
Jones County Courthouse, the Sheriff's office, and other
County facilities 16/. Official notice may be taken that
no local aural service presently is licensed to any
community in Jones County.

The Sheriff's Department provides 100% of the law
enforcement needs of the city of Trenton. Trenton does
not depend on the outside areas of Jacksonville, New
Bern, Kinston, Goldsboro or Havelock, for policing Tren­
ton17/.

The Trenton volunteer fire department and rescue de­
partment handle the city's fire and rescue needs.
Trenton also has two county-paid, full-time Emergency
Medical Technicians18/ •

Trenton is served by the Jones County Post, a bi­
weekly newspaper published in Trenton. As of september
1, 1995, the City will have a cable television franchise.
Although some out-of-town radio signals reach Trenton,
those stations do not serve the particular needs and
interests of Trenton. Trenton has peculiarly local
concerns of no interest to news editors in Jacksonville,
New Bern, Kinston, Goldsboro or Havelock, such as inci-

~See Exhibit 8 hereto, and The Official Directory Of
Sprint/Carolina Telephone, New Bern (November 1994) at pages 223­
228.

ll/Id. at "Community Information: Trenton" page.

16/See Exhibit 6 hereto, Declaration of Sheriff Robert Mason,
at paragraphs 6 and 7.

1~Id. at paragraphs 3 and 4.

1S/See Exhibit 7 hereto, Declaration of Glenn Spivey, Trenton
Town Clerk, at paragraph 8. See also Exhibit 3 hereto, Riggs,
Sondra Ipock, History of Jones County, NCR 975.621H at p.80.
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dents of clogging in the city sewer system, flooding by
the Trenton River, and local election campaigns19/ •

Trenton is the site of the John D. Larkins Federal
building20/ •

As many of the working residents of Trenton remain
in Trenton to work as commute to other placeslV .

Trenton has an Agricultural Center that serves as a
civic center. The "Committee of 100" was formed to
promote economic activity in Trenton. Indeed, Trenton
competes with Jacksonville, New Bern, Havelock, Kinston
and Goldsboro for economic development22/ •

Trenton has a Moose Lodge, a Masonic Lodge, an
American Legion Post, and several clubs including the
Methodist Women, Men and Young Adults. There are a
number of churches in Trenton, with organizations within
them23/ •

The people of Trenton take pride in their communi­
t y24/. Some Trenton families go back many generations.

fVsee , Exhibit 5 hereto, Declaration of Joffree Leggett,
Mayor of the City of Trenton, at paragraph 11 and Exhibit 6
hereto, Declaration of Sheriff Robert Mason, at paragraphs 8 and
9.

~See Exhibit 10 hereto, Harritt, Julia Pollock, History &
Genealogy of Jones County, NC, "The John D. Larkins, Jr. Federal
Building, Trenton, North Carolina," Owen D. Dunn, Inc., New Bern,
NC (1987).

n/"Comments of W&B Media, Inc., II at page 9, paragraph a.

22/See Exhibit 5 hereto, Declaration of Joffree Leggett,
Mayor of the City of Trenton, at paragraph 10.

23/See Exhibit 5 hereto, Declaration of Joffree Leggett,
Mayor of Trenton, at paragraph 9; and Exhibit 8 hereto, The
Official Directory Of Sprint/Carolina Telephone, New Bern (Novem­
ber 1994) at "Community Information: Trenton" page.

WSee Exhibit '7 hereto, Declaration of Sheriff Robert Mason,
at paragraph 5.
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More than on-third of the population of Trenton is
Black25/ .

5. The foregoing demonstrates that under the factors set

forth in KFRC and Tuck, Trenton is an independent community.

Specifically, applying the factors enunciated in KFRC and Tuck as

evidencing independence, it has been shown that:

(1) Extent to which community residents work in the
community. W&B has conceded that as many of the
working residents of Trenton remain in Trenton to
work as commute to other places26/. As the seat of
Jones County, Trenton has numerous governmental,
business, service, and ecclesiastical employers.

(2) Extent of local media. A bi-weekly newspaper is
published in Trenton. Next month, the city cable
franchise will commence service. Trenton residents
perceive that out-of-town radio stations do not
serve Trenton's needs and interests.

(3) Perception of Trenton as separate from Jacksonville,
New Bern, Kinston, Havelock or Goldsboro. Trenton
residents consider themselves to be "from Trenton,"
and do not consider themselves to be part of the
communities of Jacksonville, New Bern, Kinston,
Havelock or Goldsboro.

(4) Local government. Trenton is sel f-governing and its
residents elect their Mayor and Town Board.

(5) Telephone book. The local telephone book has a
separate Trenton section. "Extended service" or
long-distance calling is required to call Jackson­
ville, New Bern, Kinston, Havelock or Goldsboro.

(6) Local Establishments and Health Facilities.
needs of Trenton are served by numerous
businesses and the Trenton Medical Center.

The
local

~1990 U.s. Census. See also Exhibits 11 and 12 hereto,
Harritt, Julia Pollock, History & Genealogy of Jones County, NC,
"Elder Statesmen of Trenton," and "Brock Mill" at column 2, Owen
D. Dunn, Inc., New Bern, NC (1987).

26/"Comments of W&B Media, Inc.," pages 9-10, paragraph f.
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(7)

(8)

Advertising market. Pol i tical candidates in the
Trenton area have not advertised on radio due to
high rates to advertise on Jacksonville, New Bern,
Kinston, Havelock or Goldsboro stations.

Municipal services. Trenton does not receive any
municipal services (i.e. police, fire protection,
schools, libraries) from Jacksonville, New Bern,
Kinston, Havelock or Goldsboro.

Thus, applying the KFRC!Tuck test advocated by W&B, Trenton is shown

to clearly deserve the allotment of its first aural transmission

service.

6. The foregoing further demonstrates that Trenton cannot

properly be deemed a "quiet village." The Commission previously has

rejected "quiet village" allegations and allotted frequencies to

small communities with attributes similar to Trenton. For example,

in Bloomington and Nashville. Indiana, 4 FCC Rcd 5765 (Chief,

Alloc. Br., 1989), first service was allotted to an alleged "quiet

village" of a few hundred people which was the county seat (as is

Trenton). Likewise, in Bartow. Chauncey. Dublin. Eastman. Jeffer-

sonville. Lyons. Soperton and Unadilla. Georgia, 4 FCC Rcd 6876

(Chief, Alloc. Br., 1989), recon. dismissed, 5 FCC Rcd 442 (Chief,

Alloc. Br., 1990), a channel was allotted over "quiet village"

obj ections to a sel f-governing community of 350 persons. Moreover,

in the instant case, Trenton's population count for census purposes

is artificially small as the City has not formally annexed areas

just outside Trenton proper whose residents consider themselves to

be part of Trenton. Approximately 1,000 people live within a couple

of miles of Trenton's formal borders.
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7. Although W&B endeavors to show that Trenton presently

receives radio signals licensed to Jacksonville, New Bern, Kinston,

Havelock and Goldsboro, it is axiomatic that the signals of out-of-

town stations are not a substitute for local service. Conklin. New

York, 5 FCC Rcd 1104, 1105 (Chief, Alloc. Br., 1990); Clinton.

Louisiana, 45 RR 2d 1587, 1588 (Broadcast Bur., 1979). The evidence

submitted herewith clearly shows that Trenton has different needs

and interests from those out-of-town communities.

8. The Commentors' claim, that DCB's proposal will deprive

Rose Hill of "its only FM transmission service" and "its only

nighttime service," is not legally cognizable. What is significant

for purposes of the Commission policy stated in Amendment of the

commission's Rules Regarding Modification of FM and TV Autho-

rizations to Specify a New Community of License, 4 FCC Rcd 4870,

4874, recon. denied in part, 5 FCC Rcd 7094, 7097 (1990) ("New

Community of License"), is that DCB' s proposal will not deprive Rose

Hill of its sole local transmission outlet. DCB ' s proposal

satisfies all requirements stated in New community of License. In

particular, Rose Hill will continue to be served by presently co-

owned WEGG (AM) . In addition, the attached Engineering Exhibit

(Exhibit 13) by William Culpepper & Associates shows at least 22

additional aural services, including FM and nighttime services,

within the existing WBSY 60 dBu contour, so those areas also will

continue to be well-served2~.

WSee also "Comments of Duplin county Broadcasters," dated
August 10, 1995.
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9. In Atlantic and Glenwood, Iowa, MM Docket No. 94-122, DA

95-1583 (Chief, Alloc. Branch, reI. July 25,1995), it was similarly

argued that the existing license community would lose its "sole PM"

and "local nighttime service" if service was reallotted to a

different community and that there would be a loss area. However,

as here, the loss area would continue to receive FM service and

nighttime service from at least five aural services. Also as in the

instant case, the reallotment was proposed for a community that was

the county seat. The Commission approved the reallotment. The

Commentors have shown no reason why Atlantic and Glenwood, Iowa

should not be followed in the instant case.

10. It also should be noted that WBSY presently simulcasts a

substantial portion of the WEGG (AM) programming, and signs off

during the late night hours28/. WEGG(AM) is the number one station

in its market, while WBSY has yet to show up in the ratings. Under

the circumstances, there is no evidence that the Rose Hill audience

has come to rely on the service provided by WBSY, or that the

removal of WBSY from Rose Hill would disrupt local listening

patterns.

WHEREFORE, the premises considered, Channel 284C2 at Trenton,

North Carolina, should be substituted for Channel 284A at Rose Hill,

~See Exhibit 14 hereto, Declaration of Patricia Pratt,
Operational Manager, WEGG(AM)/WBSY(FM).
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North Carolina, and the license of WBSY should be modified accord-

ingly.

Respectfully submitted,

DUPLIN COUNTY BROADCASTERS

By

PEPPER' CORAZZINI, L.L.P.
200 Montgomery Building
1776 K street, N.W., suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 296-0600

August 25, 1995
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Pete? Gutmann
Ellen S. Mandell
Its Attorneys
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Post-Civil War bUildinp in Trenton in·
dude Gothic Revival. Italianate, and a
blend of Queen Anne and Eastlake Rvles.
Three Gothic Revival churches show the
potenttal for variety and stvle offered. Of
panicular importance is Grace Episcopal
Church (NR) (northweat corner of
lakeVIew and Weber streets), a deliahtful
Carpenter Gothic board·and·batten
building whose charaaer derives from the
skillful use of triangular forma and a wealth
of scalloped ornament. Also quite in·
teresting is United Methodist Church
(Market Street north of jones Streed, a
frame gable-roof struaure with simple
pointed atched openinp, distinauiIbcd by
an eccentric tower. It riles in two st...,
both square in seaion, and is topped by a
polygonlll ahinaled spire; brald"lOUl from
all four corners of the base of the spire are
curious polYlOnal cylindrical barcizana,
WIth conical lower termini and· conica1,
polvgonal shinlled caps. eech with .1Wa1
like that on the main spire. Lea diItioc:tiw
is the Trenton Pentecostal Holin_Olurch
(west side of Market Sueet, .outh~ Jones
Strc:e:t). a gable roof buildi"l with .cutely­
pointed triangular-arched openiop with
heavy hoodmolds. These recur, 6Ued with
louvers on the three-sraae comer to,..-.
which is capped by a s1i~, spire and WClther­
vanc.

POlISibly the earliest Randina brick
building in Trenton it the old jail, (ao~
side: of jones Streer near Market Street). a
small one-story structure of brick laid in
.:ommond bond. It is distinpished by the
frIeze and corbel cornice that carrielt around
the bUIlding. defining at each end a
p~Jtrl\cnted taised liable. The larle
~tnclltal·archedwindows, filled with bars,
have ilt'avy stone stilted sqpnental archei
;,nJ,tullt' "ills. The iron door has four flat
pana. and ilsurmo~nt~by a barred nan'
10m. .

Similar in the UIe of brick and of
sqrnental-arched openinp is the 1908 Bank
of Jones a;,~~~ comer of jones
at Cherry sueeu), • tw01tory commercial
buildi"lo Corbel cornices and panels are
employed II well as .uccoed arches over
openinp. Sepwnul·arched openinp and
corbel ornament are repeated II well in ~he

row of br:k:k ,~mlnercW buUdinp aeroll
Jones Scnec '&om the ~k'buildinl. also
probablv dad~ from the early twentieth

, century.,

..n. Smith HOUle (northeast corner
~''''d.e1ief Itrefts), said to have ~ll

.•aabo~1820, ,it an ambitious t~o-storv

. " ' .U-plan Federal-stvle house wtth som.
Oreek, Revival elemenu. Its plan and fint
~al finish exemplify the New Bern in
'duence in the .iea, particularly the door~
each of which has six.panels. tht' upper (ou'
flat and the lower tWo flush··a t"plCal Ne\'
!em characteristic. The gract:ful open
.~~ Itair has a ramped. rounJc,'
haridrill~__.ing in a scrolled n~",el 01

a cunail step. The two Arst·floor mantel,
are academic Adamsque three-pert one!'
each with symmetrically molded pilaster'
and well-executed sunbursts on the en.
blocks and center tablet. beneath a denta
cornice and molded shelf. The !leCond..OT\

mantels are similar but simpler. Gree~

Revival elements are seen in the use of sym
metrically molded archirravl1 with come'
blocka, which occur around some lnterity
windows and doors, on the front door
which has a wide transom and sidelilht~
and on the facade windows. A coloss;)
porch replaced a two-tier porch. and a twe>
story winl with a projectinl front bay in a
later addition.

Probably also datinS from the early
nineteenth century. but much simpler, are
the Kinsey _House (southeast comer of Ki"l
and Jones stteers). a ramblinl two-story
house covered with beaded weatherboards,
probably built in several sections; and the
Franks House (across the streer) which reo
taini some early features indudinl Aemish
bond chimney. despite extensive early

. tw~ntLeth century remodeling.
I Also quite simple, but with Greek
IRevival charaaerisdcs, is the HenclerlOn
,House (lOutheasc comer of Trent and
i Weber streets), a one-story house with a
i central breezeway joining two hip·roof sec-
tions; the hip-roof entrance porch has
square posts and correspondina piluters.

The most disrincitve example of the
ltalianate mode is the McDaniel-Dixon
House (northwest comer of Market and
Lakeview streets), a two-story frame dwell·
109 WIth a low hip roof with a ~de

overhang above a frieze punctuated by
paired brackets; this cornice is repeated on
the One-lotoFY full-width porch. The interior,
IS conSllirent. 'with wide .rchitraves and
manrc:1li with various panelini schemes.

",,- " '.. ~

Trenton Htltoric D[ltrlc;t,,'\
'I~ H 67"

Th~ town of TtenfO,n~..~ by
th~ NatioMl~ of M*"!,PIlIaiIon

I~W ' Ar.
'th1'Vft' ~.nd;tJ ' , l' h
,'c:.rolina.' ",r' ", "'C""r, • ,"'," ,

" ' Th~ T~n Hltt6ric or.t«Ct conlfsts
of a Irld of streftf Rankin, N.C. 58, which
serves as the main Sfr"". and illl Ill"
Brock Mill Pond t_ the 1I0U1hW~1, I.
small-scale buildings. nearlv all framr. :"
dwarfed by massive tre-es hell\'il\, dr"ll"
with Spanish mOil. which iliv~ Tn·n,.·
much of its character. Within rht" dim,.
are found representative examrl("~ nf nt":H \
two centuries of dome!ltic. ('cde"'lll ...rH,"

,.. 8t\d commercial architectur(" in tilt' \'1"

nacular m~.
Probably the oldest hou~ remaining"

',Trenton is the small dwelling ar thl" cnff' ,
the Grace Episcopal Church rari~h Hnu',
nOrthwest comer of Weber and Lakev it'\·
scteets. Many changes have ~n mildI.'. h",
lIOII\e of the original fabric rl.'main!\. ill
c1udin. beaded weatherboards on tht' III

teriar. han and parlor plan, he:ldl.'d !:>eam'
molded chair rails and ba~hollrd.... ho~r

and batten doors hung on Hl hin~e... all
Georgian mantels.

From a slightly later period. there i ... rh·
Jacob Hugins House (west siJt' of W('h-.,
Sneer between Trent and Jont'......rrt'f"t' I

which is m~ but handsomdv I"Xecllft' '

in traditional Federal style; it is ...aid to h:l\.
been built between 1810 and 18Zc;. lr ... (',
terior appe.ra~ is somewhat altertd b,.
the front central ..ble and Victoflan sht', ,
porch, but it retaina very handsom'
Aemish bond chimneya with single ~mOflt I,
shoulders, a simple transomed entranc('.
molded window frames (containing nint,
over-six and six-over-six sash). and $Om.
molded weatherboards. The interior. whid,
follows a hall·and·parlor plan with 311

enclosed stair. it impressively finished and
wen preserved. Th~ hall h.s a lIatopande<;
walmcot,composed ot two ranges of panel'._7""" F.doroI minto) with pon.l"

~:-, "'" ian,d ~ _deadl comi~ shdf; th,
: 'hu a. Bush wainscot and a rather
·iL~:thre'e-p.rt mantel with pierce,:
'-:'t\d~om.ment and undercut <lentil,
. ne eecond·f1oor mantels follow simpl.
,.~ Jines. Six-panel doors in molde,:
It'iime. recur .throupout the house.

'. - .' .



'Trenton Historic District" cont'd.

The cia•• KY, b..I"'. 01 chiI era are by a non-pro& corporation th. intenck to
for the IIIOIt pen limP.. OM or two1rOry preiIerW it.) The townKape of Trenton i.I in
dwellintl with lawn or' t1II"IIIOd omunenc keepina with itl history u the unaU county
(particularly on porcha), ,pro;eam, lie",' seat and market town o( a (umina county,

=C/~.~~'*'IOl~~~ since iu foundinl in 1784. The architeaural
~...~ wt, .. '. '. fabric: of the vill. conaiau-with the excep'

~.~)" • :,,,,one., rion ofrwo Carpenter Gothic churches of
~~~ Ie if ~CDced.by"a considerable diltinaion-of modat ver·
~ eclUopici:Cornice that I~ a nacuIar frame dwellinp of varioUi perioch
c:o~ wid:a" Prece Ep~pal Church. ranama in a traditional arid from a central
~:~,:~'Jo~ Srreec between brick commercial row. The conaiatency of
W~.~~'fP'9l.hu an extr,.or- 1m.. aU ac;aIe and 'imple detail, thro·· oul
..I...... ..;.;Jo.."'.' wtcb a .~"'!",~'lIP".'(', _ . '<".' " •...•••. _ aDYf1Cl".!.~ narty two centuries' buildina, the towering
~~!."t, ,~,.,... ..~ trees huna with Spanish moll. and puhapi
~:~:. q . ".,=-uIPple.~ maar imponant, the unique Iovelineu o'
I. t . " ,.~ entrIJ'Ce the mill pond at the town'l blun4ary • aU
porch, AIIOiJUeradnI'it the Dr. Mon~ these combine to make Trenron a little
Houle (on thf.~ ..... of Jones str.~ Q)untry ~wn of serene and unpretentious
which ii'_~ho,*with a awo- charm.
stOry~.. demiheQlOnai pnbjee~ , The Jones County area had been aealed
tinl central entrana; b-.V.~ thc facade ., ,in~ .tcenth century: a early as
and around the aida carries a wide, one- ,I~'~ LawlOn map Ihowed "Mr Jones
itOry porch with turned, bracketed poIU 4OQO acres," and the 1733 Moeely map
and a aeries of Imallpbled interruptioN of showed '"Mr Frederick Jo..... 7375 acres,"
the roof. 'ntil map aJao ahowed a ferry on the Trem

A. imponam to Trenton u iu architec:- River. run by Frana. After the county Wlb

ture iI thc old mill pond within itl boun· established in 1779t the 6nt county coun
daria. The pond it a I.,. body of quice, wu directed to be held at the home of
dark. reflccdnl water lupplied by Thoma Webber. 'whose I.,. plantation
undeqpound atre.... and .urroundiJ1lland was located at Trent Bri., The court con·
dram.. It is aacncially uneacroad\ed dnued to meet at Webber'l until the cour,
lipan, mel providel a arrildnalY beautiful chouse wu built. On June 2, 1784, an act
natural raourcc IUrrounded' by -.d '"" p..-d.uthoriziJ1l a town by then~
CypreII trees h~ wich &onl .rraill of oI,T~n ro be laid out ,where the court'
Spanialt moM. A frame mJJ1 buildilll aitI ad- laO.aood (the home ofThomu Webber).
~ to""cM pond ac the point where the 'AbMr.. Nub Gater IOvemor of the state),
)V'"f ..... over ~~ into the~. Fsederic:k,. Harptt, Lcwil Bryan, John
1ftil npiIl WII built ill the 1940'. on the same BrYe, William Randall, John Ialer, and Ed·
lice a~ lUUCturea. ward Wi'ttev. eiqUu-e., were appointed com·

, laC" areca were laid oue nar a Jarp miJIionen to buy lend "" the town ot
~.PQQdwhich IdlI ftaura prominendY Tremon. which probably took itl name
in thero~.There had been a miD on, nom ia loc8cion near the heedwaen of the
tM pond {Of many yara ~,the Trent Riwr. The land wu divided inco half,
eubIiahmcm of the toWn. TItle of the mUl Mi. _:~'ki4 out u a U»wn and com­
and "."nd can'" traeed back to Anthon,' ~Jlii~were'lOldwich',tbc UJUal reo
HItch, Who obcaiDed it in 1776. Thil may ~~ ,'/c' . •

be the IamC miD pond u that owned in .. ~ ~ ~~of. mole IDcmpfabie occuion5
1774-and perhaPi much carlier-by An- ~,~~'ofTrenron wu the vilit in
thoDy·, brother Lemuel, a Revolueio~ 1791 of r-tdenc o.or.e Wuhinaron on
period Ieader.,.d member of the Aaembly au. Soudl~ Tour. In t!Ut,.., he record
and Provindal Conpcll, who obcaincd eli that "under, an elCDfCof hone, and
land in the ncithborhood u early II 1758. DMn,y of the~ eJ,ndanen 01

Older than the town ittelf, thc cypraa mill ~. I~ IDfjoUI'nCY; din,
popd withitl mill (. later ltrUCture) iI an i ec:t It • place called Trenton, which is the
area of remarkable beauty, itl piaure,que I ha6~boacnavipdonontheRiverTrent,
ia;awty pvi..... Trenron, II a recent which II· croucd at thll pI~ on a bridgt
new.papcr coluin.n .-id, ..that special thinl -Iodeed. one Shine's, 10 m. fanhel
a place needs to make it pd to be there!' ....'indi&rent Houa.a."
(The mill pond haa been owned since 1969

,.'""M ....

. '; 'NeidMr the W. of 18i2. nor the CiVil,w_. ..... aipif'iant action in Trenton
.•~ in both Trenton .nd Jones Coun'
·:tr.:ddacM joined thc rana. In 1862, Ne\\,
~....captured by Union forces and oc
-Cilpied; in 1863, 1864 and 1865, ,kirmishe~

cook.. place in and near Trenton. anu
c:itirenJ of the town took part in the Battlt
of Wyac fork (March, JB65), fought il.
cWenae of the town of Kinston. Fed~riil

troopl advancinl from New Bern met Con
w.ate raittance, and about SO.~ troop,
were involved.

Baida itl primary function al coum i
leat, Trenton haa depended economi~all~

upon its role aa a market town for a farminl
county. Its location "at the head of boar
navi.ation of the River Trent," and the pro­
ximity to a ferry and bri. naturally at­
tracted rrade. In addition, the eilheeenth
century mape and the 1808 Priee-Snothtr
map show Trenton at the junaure ofin.
east-west and nonh1Outh roaclt, indUdlftl
a road from Wilminlttln to~ Bim~;)y
1833, .. shown on the ~. '
map, the nonh1Outh route
bypaaed Trenton. which rem....Id·: tlli ':
east·west road from New' .;.. ~~;
Kenansville and poinu welt. 8'1. '. '~ ,';
shown on the Colton map.railrcidi,~ . ~
hem completed &om' Bcau~ 'YIi')"J.~r
Bern and KinltOn to RaIeI8h. ind::,-:-:
Wilmintton via Ooldlboro to W~:",'f
nonh-bypUliIll Trenton aIt.-;._'liI·
together with the t-.nina·~lit&-of}.
river traMe, directed conuncrtW '.,a,
away from Trenton. It hat tbnrin.",tO
function steadily .. a local market to'wn.
Before the Civil War. the plantatioN pio..
duced wheat. oats, rice, rye, com, pea, and
cotton as well as raisinl cattle, .hecp,.m:d.
hogs. More lately, truCk crOpl and~ "­
have been the predominant farm producn;
lumbering h .. been thc·chi.f·
nonagricultural industrY until recent yeaii,.
when !Ome manufaaurinl haa come miX)
the county. ' ,

Thonon W. lvUcehtit
Actina Oirecror

Division of ArdU.,.
and HiItory

31 ...., 1974



2



Town Of Trenton
H48

On June Z, 1784, an act was passed by
tht: General Assembly (or establishing a
town to.be called Trenton, North Carolina.
Sc:vt:n men were appointed commissioners
tu buy the land (or this purpose. They were
Abner Nash, Frederick Hargett, Lewis
Bryan, John Bryan, William Randall, John
blt:r, and Edward Whitty. Esquires. The
land for the town was bought from Thomas
Wt:bber, Louis Bryan, Henry Smith and
Samuel Hill. It was to be divided into half­
a.. re lots and laid out as a town and to be
wmmonly known as the Town of Trenton.
Tht: 100S were to be balloted for three
pounJ:> , requiring that a tenable house or
~trudure be built thereon in a reasonable
<lllluunt of time, not less than sixteen feet
~~uart: and with a ten foot pitch. If regula­
tium were not met by the owner. then the
(m ur luts would be returned to the commis­
~Iunt:rs. The Town of Trenton was incor­
por<ltcd in 1874.
)our,c )o~s e-nQ Rwmu. IJ6-IJ9-}(lII. 2, 1784

Deed Book D 11784·1787)

(jt:llcdlogy begins as an interest,
1,....dlBcs a hubby,
l • '1IllIlUt:S as an avol:atiun.
l ..d,t:s 0vt:r as an obsession,
.-\nJ In its la~ stages is an
... h .L1.Jblt: Jisc:ase.

Amc:n

.... ,.....
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On June 2, 1784, and act was passed by the (';>Emeral Assanbly for esta­

blishing a town to be called Trenton, North carolina. seven men were ap­

pointed exmnissioners to buy the land for this purpose. They were Abner

Nash, Frederick Hargett, Lewis Bryan, John Bryan, William Randall, John

IsJ,.er, and Edward Whitty, Esquires. The land for the town was bought fran

Ttunas webber, wuis Bryan, Henry ~th and Samuel Hill. It was to be div­

ided into half-acre lots and laid out as a town and to be c.arroc>nly known as

the town of Trenton. The lots were to be balloted for three FOunds, requir­

ing that a tenable house or structure be buHt thereon in a reasonable square

and with a ten foot pitch. If regulations were not lOOt by the CMner, then

the lot or lots \oAJuld be returned to the cxmnissioners.

The tcMn of Trenton was incorported 1874 of about 500 people, and the

county seat of Jones Cotmty, located on the winding dark brown Trenton River

and on the picturesque Brock. Mill Pond.

At the t:i.ne the town was fonred in 1784, the old stage roach road fran

Wilmington to New Bern, through Trenton, was visited by many praninent per­

SOns. George Washington, on his southern tour, stopped at the little town

on the Trent on April 22, 1791, and he and his entrouage had their dinner at.
a tavern known as "Shingle House." Fran Trenton, Washington ~t to canfort

and spent the night at the Shine House. When Alfred F. HanTCOnd got ready

to go to Wake Forest College, he went fran town to town by stage roach. other

IreanS of early transFOrtatian were no railroads i.n 'Prenton, so many people

~t to Cove City (Craven) County, on the A & N. C. "Shoofly" \>wOuld get off

and then ride ten miles in the mailman I s buggy to Trenton.
A leisurely stroll through the old town careteI.)' gives one a sense of

the historic beginnings of this old town of Trenton. The corner of the

ceretery is where the first tn-m hall or cx:mmmity building was built. It

was here that town Ireetings, churcn meetings and services, and CXIl1TIJl1ity

functions were first held in Trenton.

Trenton has a well-trained and equipped volunteer fire depa.rt:mant and

resc..u;squad. They do a superior job in helping the camum.ities,

The town has a public library, a new and very useful building, to pm­

note and encourage the reading of lxloks and- the use:)f visual aids.
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The first bank in Trenton, naIred Bank of Jones, was organized in 1908.

'!he first directors were John IDwery, J. K. Warren, and Fred w. Foscue. This

bank closed during the depression. Today we have the Branch Banking and Trust

Cotpany.

The Trenton W:Inan' s Club was built in the 1930' s with the W. P. A. and

the help of the ccmraJl1ity. This building has been used beneficially and many

enjoyable evenings have been spent in this building by members of the e:x:.:tlI1UJIlity.

In the 1960' s, Quaker Neck Country Club was built and it also has rreant

a great deal to this cx::mmmity.

The town of Trenton has been entered as a Historic District of the Nat­

ional Register of Historic Places.

Trent River is not navigable for stearn l:x:>atsbeyond Trenton, but logging

and rafting is done an the river far past Trenton. The bridge over Trent

River is just below the warehouse and large boats do not pass the bridge.

'!ba,tall stearrer "HcMaI:d" was one of the boats that were used to haul. freight

up and down Trent River fran New Bern to Trenton. The tbwa.rd Stearrer loaded

with rotton, sank three times on one trip fran Trenton to New Bern.

The oldest grave in Trenton Canetery was Christopher Bryan (1785-1827).

for man and the oldest grave for a 'fJ(]'lldl1 was Nancy Askew (1786-1948).

Confederate Soldiers: A. P. McDanie1 f Co. E. 3rd N. C. Re:J. and L. F.

r-k::Daniel, Co. E. 3rd N. C. Reg.

Brock Mill of Trenton has had this nane since 1899 when the Brock Family

1:x>uJht the pond. Brock Millpond is listed am:::mg other historical places in

the National Historical Re:Jister. The pond dates back prior to the American

Revolution. The original mill site dam was built by slave labor during the

1700's.

The Brocks restm3d operation of the mill and added a saw mill, and a

oottoo gin. '!he rotten gin was installed in the three-story mill house.

'I11e type of gin used the nethod of pressing the bales of rotton in the press

until it \\QuId hold no nore. The bagging and ties were then placed around

tre bales.

Cotton was shiped to New Bern on the Howard Steaner and sold to rrerchants

rot it was a slow process for the faurers.

81

'f.. '

..~.



'll1is first gin was run by water fran the pond. It was a slow nethod; so

a few years later, a steam ooiler was installed which furnished IXJWer for

'b"o stearn presses. Then another gin was added. The tv.o gins operated for

forty-tv.o years until the 0011 weevil damaged the cotton; therefore, mak­

ing ootton prexiuction unprofitable. In 1944, the gin was closed and in

1947, it was tom down. In 1917, Fumifold Brock installed a turbine in

the mill house. A roan was buHt around the generator. Late in the after­

l'XX)ll, the turbine w::>uld be turned on, therefore furnishing Trenton with

electricity. After a few years, the franchise was sold to the Tidewater

Power Ccrcpany and later to Carolina P~r and Light Crnpany. During the

tine that electricity was being generated, the mill was still being 0p­

erated, for the purpose of grinding oorn into neal, grits, and the crack-

ing com.

The grist mill ceased operation in 1964; hoi.ever, all the machinery

is still in place.

On Friday, February 21, 1941, a disastrous fire destroyed a big busi­

ness block section in Trenton, the w::>rst blaze in the histroy of Jones

County. There were seventeen buildings destroyed and t\o.u scorched and for

a tine the whole Quai.ness district was threatened. By "'Orking together,

the Jren,~ and children with the help of the fire departrrent of New

Bern, and Kinston helped save the buildings on the otber side fran burning.

Trenton Elementary School is located on SchoJl St. off highway 41,

one-half mile fran the Trenton town limits. The schoJl is behind the

old Trenton Feed Mill and across fran Trenton Middle School.

In 1958, Trenton Elarentary was built to serve the black children

in grades one through eight. Miss Edna small~ was the first principal.

With intergration, the school becane Trenton Primary, grades one through

three. Grades four through six... were at Trenton ElElla'ltary School. Then

in 1973, grades four through six joined grades one through three to make

the present Trenton Elanentary School. Following the retirement of Miss

Snall~ in 1975, Mr. Daniel Murrell becaIre the second principal. with

his retirement in 1980, Mrs. Lucille Banks Tyndall transferred fran Mays­

ville Elerrentary and continues to serv~ as principal at Trenton Elerrentary

SchOol.
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