
Before the
PBDBRAL COKNUNICATIORS COMKISSIOR

w.ahinqton, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of )
)

Amendment of section 73.202(b), )
Table of Allotments, )
FM Broadcast stations. )
(Rose Hill and Trenton, )
North Carolina) )

To: Chief, Allocations Branch

MM Docket 95-88
RM-8641

REPLY COKIBKTS or DUPLI. COUNTY BROADCASTIRS

Duplin County Broadcasters ("DCB"), by its attorneys and

pursuant to Notice of Proposed Rule Making, DA 95-1277, released

June 19, 1995, hereby replies to the August 10, 1995 "Comments in

opposition To Proposed Rule Making" filed by Topsail Broadcasting,

Inc. ("TPI"), licensee of WZXS(FM), Topsail Beach, North Carolina;

and the August 10, 1995 "Comments of W&B Media, Inc." filed by W&B

Media, Inc. ("W&B"), licensee of WSFL-FM, New Bern, North Carolina

(hereinafter jointly referred to as "the Commentors,,)!I. In reply

thereto, the following is respectfully shown:

1. DCB, the licensee of FM station WBSY, Channel 284A, Rose

Hill, North Carolina, seeks reassignment of Channel 284 from Rose

Hill to Trenton, North Carolina; an upgrade of the allotment from

Class A to Class C2; and modification of the license of WBSY

accordingly. DCB I S proposal would introduce first local aural

!lDCB intends to reply to counterproposals filed in this
proceeding by Aurora Broadcasting (RM-8688) and JEE Broadcasting
(RM-8689), on or before the September 5, 1995 deadline for reply
comments established by FCC Public Notice, Report No. 2092, dated
August 21, 1995.



service to Trenton, which is not in an Urbanized Area (but is the

county seat of Jones County, North Carolina), as well as provide

service to increased populations and areas. The proposal would be

a preferential arrangement of allotments, as Trenton would receive

its first local aural service, while Rose Hill would continue to

receive local service from WEGG (AM). Any loss areas would continue

to be well-served by at least five aural services.

2 • The Commentors apparently perceive DCB I S proposal as

introducing new competition to their stations, and have asked the

commission to deny Trenton a first local service preference. W&B

would rely on the policy of RKO General, Inc. (KFRC), 5 FCC Rcd 3222

(1990), vacated as moot pursuant to settlement, 6 FCC Rcd 1808

(1991) ("KFRC"), and Faye and Richard Tuck, 3 FCC Rcd 5374 (1988)

("Tuck"), as a basis to attribute to Trenton aural services licensed

to the North Carolina communities of Jacksonville, New Bern, Kinston

and Havelock. TBI would attribute to Trenton not only the stations

licensed to those communities but also those licensed to distant

Goldsboro, North Carolina.

3. There is no basis in fact or law to attribute to Trenton

the aural services licensed to the scattered, non-adjacent communi

ties of Jacksonville, New Bern, Kinston, Havelock, and/or Goldsboro.

Under KFRC and Tuck, only communities that are shown to be dependent

upon and contiguous to a dominant central city are attributed with

the aural services of the greater metropolitan area. Thus, in KFRC,

the Commission examined the independence of Richmond, california,

a community in the San Francisco Urbanized Area, from the San
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Francisco Urbanized Area. In Tuck, the Commission examined local

ities within the Dallas-Fort Worth Urbanized Area. In contradis-

tinction, Trenton is not located in an Urbanized Area, and is not

a suburb of any core city, be it Jacksonville, New Bern, Kinston,

Havelock, or Goldsboro. Trenton is in a different county than those

cities, is not adjacent to any of those cities, and does not receive

municipal services from any of those cities. Rather, Trenton is a

self-governing, historical community with distinct local charac-

teristics and interests.

4. Neither Commentor has presented evidence that Trenton is

dependent on Jacksonville, New Bern, Kinston, Havelock or Goldsboro.

Indeed, in endeavoring to perform an analysis under KFRC and 1Y&k,

W&B admitted numerous facts which demonstrate Trenton's status as

an independent community. Attached hereto at Exhibits 1-14 are

additional materials, including the pertinent portion of the local

phone book and declarations by Trenton community leaders, which

demonstrate conclusively the independence of Trenton as a community,

and that Trenton cannot properly be construed as an appendage to

Jacksonville, New Bern, Kinston, Havelock or Goldsboro. To

summarize:

The town of Trenton is a historic place, certified
in the National Register of Historic PlacesY . Trenton
was established by an act of law in 1784, and the town

YSee Exhibit 2 hereto, Harritt, Julia Pollock, History &
Genealogy of Jones County. NC, "Trenton Historic District," Owen
D. Dunn, Inc., New Bern, NC (1987).
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was subsequently incorporated~. A portion of the
present city consists of a scenic historic district~/.

Trenton has an elected form of government. Trenton
elects a Mayor and a Town Board. A Town Clerk is ap
pointed. Trenton also has a Town Attorney. The city
offices are located in the courthouse building in Tren
ton2.1 •

The City of Trenton operates under a corporate
charter and tax authority. Currently, Trenton taxes $.50
per $100.00 property value~/.

The City of Trenton provides such services as
maintaining the sewer system, the streets and street
lights. Recently the city of Trenton signed a cable
television franchise for Trenton. The City of Trenton
has a cemetery association, administrated by the Mayor.
The City does not obtain services from Jacksonville, New
Bern, Kinston, Goldsboro or HavelockV .

Residents of Trenton do not perceive Trenton as
being an integral part of a Jacksonville-New Bern
Kinston-Havelock metropolitan area~/.

~See Exhibit 2 hereto, Harritt, Julia Pollock, History &
Genealogy of Jones County, NC, "Town of Trenton," Owen D. Dunn,
Inc., New Bern, NC (1987). See also Exhibit 3 hereto, Riggs,
Sondra Ipock, History of Jones County, NCR 975.621H at page 80.

~/See Exhibit 1 hereto, Harritt, Julia Pollock, History &
Genealogy of Jones County, NC, "Trenton Historic District," Owen
D. Dunn, Inc., New B1ern, NC (1987).

2/See Exhibit 5 hereto, Declaration of Joffree Leggett,
Mayor of the City of Trenton, at paragraph 1.

~Id. at paragraph 2.

VId. at paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 6; and Exhibit 6 hereto, Decla
ration of Robert Mason, Jones County Sheriff, at paragraph 4.

~In a declaration supporting W&B's comments, Bruce T.
Simel, General Manager of WSFL-FM, represented that based upon
research and a conversation with the Trenton Town Clerk,
"[c]ommunity leaders and residents of Trenton perceive Trenton as
being an integral part of the larger Jacksonville-New Bern
Kinston-Havelock metropolitan area, rather than as being separate
from it." However, Town Clerk Glenn Spivey, in his Declaration
attached hereto as Exhibit 7, states that he never told Mr. Simel
such a thing. In addition, Sheriff Robert Mason, in his Declara-
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Some residents of surrounding Jones County, an
agricultural area, consider themselves to be "from
Trenton," although Trenton has not formally annexed any
additional land~/.

There are a number of businesses located in Trenton
which are patronized by, and which serve the needs of,
the people of Trenton, including a bank, a dry goods
store, a hardware store, an auto repair shop, a drug
store, a restaurant, an automobile dealer, a game room,
a tire and feed store, a hair stylist, attorneys ac
countants, and a medical center with five doctors1W •

Trenton has a post office1V.

Trenton has a 1ibrary1Y.

North Carolina State university offers extension
courses at the Agriculture Building in Trentonll/ .

tion attached hereto as Exhibit 6, states that he "strongly dis
agrees" with Mr. simel's statement.

v~ Exhibit 5 hereto, Declaration of Joffree Leggett,
Mayor of the City of Trenton, at paragraph 12, and Exhibit 7
hereto, Declaration of Robert Mason, Jones County Sheriff, at
paragraph 5.

~~ Exhibit 7 hereto, Declaration of Glenn Spivey, Trenton
Town Clerk, at paragraph 11; Exhibit 6 hereto, Sheriff Robert
Mason, at paragraphs 6 and 7; and Exhibit 8 hereto, The Official
Directory Of Sprint/Carolina Telephone, New Bern (November 1994)
at pages 223-228. See also Comments of W&B Media, Inc.," pages
9-10, paragraph f.

!VExhibit 6 hereto, Declaration of Sheriff Robert Mason, at
paragraph 6 and The Official Directory Of Sprint/carolina Tele
phone, New Bern (November 1994) at page 227 "U.S. Postal Ser
vice - Trenton Post Office."

R/Exhibit 6 hereto, Declaration of Sheriff Robert Mason, at
paragraph 6 and The Official Directory Of Sprint/carolina Tele
phone, New Bern (November 1994) at page 227 "Trenton Public
Library." See also Exhibit 3 hereto, Riggs, Sondra Ipock, Histo
ry of Jones County, NCR 975.621H at page 80.

WSee Exhibit 9 hereto, "North Carolina Cooperative Exten
sion Service, North Carolina State University College of
Agriculture & Life Sciences, Jones County cooperative Extension
Summer Programs."
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- Trenton telephone number listings are in a separate
section of the local telephone book~. Calls to Kinston
and New Bern require "extended local service" from
Trenton. Calls to Jacksonville, Goldsboro or Havelock
are long distance calls from Trentonll/ .

As the seat of Jones County, Trenton is the hub of
Jones County government. Located in Trenton are: the
Jones County Courthouse, the Sheriff's office, and other
County facilities~/. Official notice may be taken that
no local aural service presently is licensed to any
community in Jones County.

The Sheriff's Department provides 100% of the law
enforcement needs of the city of Trenton. Trenton does
not depend on the outside areas of Jacksonville, New
Bern, Kinston, Goldsboro or Havelock, for policing Tren
ton171

The Trenton volunteer fire department and rescue de
partment handle the city's fire and rescue needs.
Trenton also has two county-paid, full-time Emergency
Medical Technicians181

Trenton is served by the Jones County Post, a bi
weekly newspaper published in Trenton. As of September
I, 1995, the City will have a cable television franchise.
Although some out-of-town radio signals reach Trenton,
those stations do not serve the particular needs and
interests of Trenton. Trenton has peCUliarly local
concerns of no interest to news editors in Jacksonville,
New Bern, Kinston, Goldsboro or Havelock, such as inci-

~See Exhibit 8 hereto, and The Official Directory Of
Sprint/Carolina Telephone, New Bern (November 1994) at pages 223
228.

WIsL. at "Community Information: Trenton" page.

~See Exhibit 6 hereto, Declaration of Sheriff Robert Mason,
at paragraphs 6 and 7.

1~Id. at paragraphs 3 and 4.

~See Exhibit 7 hereto, Declaration of Glenn Spivey, Trenton
Town Clerk, at paragraph 8. See also Exhibit 3 hereto, Riggs,
Sondra Ipock, History of Jones County, NCR 975.621H at p.80.
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dents of clogging in the city sewer system, flooding by
the Trenton River, and local election campaigns~.

Trenton is the site of the John D. Larkins Federal
buildingW.

As many of the working residents of Trenton remain
in Trenton to work as commute to other placesll/ .

Trenton has an Agricultural Center that serves as a
civic center. The "Committee of 100" was formed to
promote economic activity in Trenton. Indeed, Trenton
competes with Jacksonville, New Bern, Havelock, Kinston
and Goldsboro for economic development~.

Trenton has a Moose Lodge, a Masonic Lodge, an
American Legion Post, and several clubs including the
Methodist Women, Men and Young Adults. There are a
number of churches in Trenton, with organizations within
themW.

The people of Trenton take pride in their communi
t y24/. Some Trenton families go back many generations.

~~, Exhibit 5 hereto, Declaration of Joffree Leggett,
Mayor of the City of Trenton, at paragraph 11 and Exhibit 6
hereto, Declaration of Sheriff Robert Mason, at paragraphs 8 and
9.

~See Exhibit 10 hereto, Harritt, Julia Pollock, History &
Genealogy of Jones County, NC, "The John D. Larkins, Jr. Federal
Building, Trenton, North Carolina," Owen D. Dunn, Inc., New Bern,
NC (1987).

ll/"Comments of W&B Media, Inc.," at page 9, paragraph a.

~/See Exhibit 5 hereto, Declaration of Joffree Leggett,
Mayor of the City of Trenton, at paragraph 10.

~/See Exhibit 5 hereto, Declaration of Joffree Leggett,
Mayor of Trenton, at paragraph 9; and Exhibit 8 hereto, The
Official Directory Of sprint/Carolina Telephone, New Bern (Novem
ber 1994) at "Community Information: Trenton" page.

~See Exhibit 7 hereto, Declaration of Sheriff Robert Mason,
at paragraph 5.
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More than on-third of the population of Trenton is
Black25/ •

5. The foregoing demonstrates that under the factors set

forth in ~ and Tuck, Trenton is an independent community.

Specifically, applying the factors enunciated in KFRC and Tuck as

evidencing independence, it has been shown that:

(1) Extent to which community residents work in the
community. W&B has conceded that as many of the
working residents of Trenton remain in Trenton to
work as commute to other places~/. As the seat of
Jones County, Trenton has numerous governmental,
business, service, and ecclesiastical employers.

(2) Extent of local media. A bi-weekly newspaper is
published in Trenton. Next month, the city cable
franchise will commence service. Trenton residents
perceive that out-of-town radio stations do not
serve Trenton's needs and interests.

(3) perception of Trenton as separate from Jacksonville.
New Bern. Kinston. Havelock or Goldsboro. Trenton
residents consider themselves to be "from Trenton,"
and do not consider themselves to be part of the
communities of Jacksonville, New Bern, Kinston,
Havelock or Goldsboro.

(4) Local government. Trenton is self-governing and its
residents elect their Mayor and Town Board.

(5) Telephone book. The local telephone book has a
separate Trenton section. "Extended service" or
long-distance calling is required to call Jackson
ville, New Bern, Kinston, Havelock or Goldsboro.

(6) Local Establishments and Health Facilities.
needs of Trenton are served by numerous
businesses and the Trenton Medical Center.

The
local

~1990 U.S. Census. See also Exhibits 11 and 12 hereto,
Harritt, Julia Pollock, History & Genealogy of Jones County. NC,
"Elder Statesmen of Trenton," and "Brock Mill" at column 2, OWen
D. Dunn, Inc., New Bern, NC (1987).

W"Comments of W&B Media, Inc.," pages 9-10, paragraph f.
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(7)

(8)

Advertising market. Political candidates in the
Trenton area have not advertised on radio due to
high rates to advertise on Jacksonville, New Bern,
Kinston, Havelock or Goldsboro stations.

Municipal services. Trenton does not receive any
municipal services (i.e. police, fire protection,
schools, libraries) from Jacksonville, New Bern,
Kinston, Havelock or Goldsboro.

Thus, applying the KFRC/Tuck test advocated by W&B, Trenton is shown

to clearly deserve the allotment of its first aural transmission

service.

6. The foregoing further demonstrates that Trenton cannot

properly be deemed a "quiet village." The Commission previously has

rejected "quiet village" allegations and allotted frequencies to

small communities with attributes similar to Trenton. For example,

in Bloomington and Nashville, Indiana, 4 FCC Red 5765 (Chief,

Alloc. Br., 1989), first service was allotted to an alleged "quiet

village" of a few hundred people which was the county seat (as is

Trenton). Likewise, in Bartow, Chauncey. Dublin, Eastman, Jeffer-

sonville, Lyons, Soperton and Unadilla, Georgia, 4 FCC Red 6876

(Chief, Alloc. Br., 1989), recon. dismissed, 5 FCC Red 442 (Chief,

Alloc. Br., 1990), a channel was allotted over "quiet village"

Objections to a self-governing community of 350 persons. Moreover,

in the instant case, Trenton's popUlation count for census purposes

is artificially small as the City has not formally annexed areas

just outside Trenton proper whose residents consider themselves to

be part of Trenton. Approximately 1,000 people live within a couple

of miles of Trenton's formal borders.
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7. Although W&B endeavors to show that Trenton presently

receives radio signals licensed to Jacksonville, New Bern, Kinston,

Havelock and Goldsboro, it is axiomatic that the signals of out-of-

town stations are not a substitute for local service. Conklin. New

York, 5 FCC Rcd 1104, 1105 (Chief, Alloc. Br., 1990); Clinton.

Louisiana, 45 RR 2d 1587, 1588 (Broadcast Bur., 1979). The evidence

submitted herewith clearly shows that Trenton has different needs

and interests from those out-of-town communities.

8. The Commentors' claim, that DCB's proposal will deprive

Rose Hill of "its only FM transmission service" and "its only

nighttime service," is not legally cognizable. What is significant

for purposes of the Commission policy stated in Amendment of the

Commission's Rules Regarding Modification of FM and TV Autho-

rizations to Specify a New community of License, 4 FCC Rcd 4870,

4874, recon. denied in part, 5 FCC Rcd 7094, 7097 (1990) ("New

Community of License"), is that DCB's proposal will not deprive Rose

Hill of its sole local transmission outlet. DCB ' s proposal

satisfies all requirements stated in New Community of License. In

particular, Rose Hill will continue to be served by presently co-

owned WEGG (AM) • In addition, the attached Engineering Exhibit

(Exhibit 13) by William Culpepper & Associates shows at least 22

additional aural services, including FM and nighttime services,

within the existing WBSY 60 dBu contour, so those areas also will

continue to be well-served2~.

IDSee also "Comments of Duplin County Broadcasters," dated
August 10, 1995.
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9. In Atlantic and Glenwood. Iowa, MM Docket No. 94-122, DA

95-1583 (Chief, Alloc. Branch, reI. July 25,1995), it was similarly

argued that the existing license community would lose its "sole PM"

and "local nighttime service" if service was reallotted to a

different community and that there would be a loss area. However,

as here, the loss area would continue to receive PM service and

nighttime service from at least five aural services. Also as in the

instant case, the reallotment was proposed for a community that was

the county seat. The Commission approved the reallotment. The

Commentors have shown no reason why Atlantic and Glenwood. Iowa

should not be followed in the instant case.

10. It also should be noted that WBSY presently simulcasts a

substantial portion of the WEGG (AM) programming, and signs off

during the late night hours~/. WEGG(AM) is the number one station

in its market, while WBSY has yet to show up in the ratings. Under

the circumstances, there is no evidence that the Rose Hill audience

has come to rely on the service provided by WBSY, or that the

removal of WBSY from Rose Hill would disrupt local listening

patterns.

WHEREFORE, the premises considered, Channel 284C2 at Trenton,

North Carolina, should be substituted for Channel 284A at Rose Hill,

~~ Exhibit 14 hereto, Declaration of Patricia Pratt,
Operational Manager, WEGG(AM)/WBSY(FM).
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North Carolina, and the license of WBSY should be modified accord-

ingly.

Respectfully submitted,

Pete?' Gutmann
Ellen S. Mandell
Its Attorneys

DUPLZB COUNTY BROADCASTERS

~)Lk-d<~By

PEPPER' CORAZZZBZ, L.L.P.
200 Montgomery Building
1776 K street, N.W., Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 296-0600

August 25, 1995
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Post-Civil War buiIdinp in Trenton in
dude Gothic Revival, kalianate, and I

blend of Queen Anne and Eaadake Kyles
Three Gothic Revival churches show the
potentlal for varieey and style offered. 0
particular imponance is GrIlCe EpilCOp8,
Church (NR) (northwest corner 01

lakeVIew and Weber strcca), a dclilhtful
Carpenter Gothic board-and-batten
building whose character denva from th~

skillful use of trianaular forms and a wealth
of scalloped ornament. AlIO quite in
teresting is United Methodia Church
(Marker Street north of jones Streed. a
frame gable-roof structure with simple
pointed arched openinp. cIiIdnauiahed by
an eccentric tower. k riles in two It..,
both square in section, and is topped by a
polygonlll :Jtinafed spire; breakinI out &om
all four corners of the hue of the tpire m
curious polYlOnal cyli~ bertizana.
With conical lower termiai and conical.
polygonal shintled capli each wich , ft.nial
like that on the main spire. r..- dilria<:dw
15 the Trenton PcntecolC.a~0wKb
(west side of Markee s... toUth ~ Jonet
Street), a lable roof buiIdinI with .cuuly
pointed trianplar-arched openiap with
heavy hoodmolds. Thae recur. ftUed wUh
louvCfs on the three«. comer ~.
which is capped by a slim. spire and weather
vane.

POllSibly the earlieR -andini brick
building in Trenton is the old jail. (Io~
side: of jones Street near Mark« Streed. a
small one-story structure of brick laid in
.:ommond bond. It is distiftluishe4 by the
frieze and corbel cornice that earna around
the bUIlding, denninl at elCh end a
peJul\t:med raised lable. The large
:.egmel1lal·arched windows, Riled with bars.
have heavy stone stilted llCIPI'ental arch.
;ll\J,tollt' ,.iIIs. The iron door has four flat
panda and it sunnount~by a barred tran-
som. .

Similar in the \1M of brick and of
scsmental-arched openinp is the 1908 Bank
of jones Cou~ (IQud\.,.r corner of Jones
at Cherry sueea), a two1Cory commercial
buildi",. Corbel comica and panels are
employed u well aa Kuc;coed arches over
opcninp. $elnaenul-arched openirip and
corbel otnamem are repeaCd u well in ~he

ro,.,of brick~mmercialbuildinpac:roll
jonet Scner '&om the ~k 'bWldint, alto
probably dad", from the early twentieth
century.,

, ,""

.• :Tht SaIich HOUle (northeast cornel
~'lnd -eMf limen), said to have beer I

Jiiltca&o~ ,1820. is an ambitious t~-storv
'~aU-p1anFederal«yle house wrth !lOml
"'(Inek, Revival element•. Its plan and fint
~al finish exem~Ufy the New Bern in
'ftuence in the area, particularly the door..
etch of which hll six.panels. thl" upper fou'
flat and the lower two Aush··a t\"plcal Ne\\
81m characteristic. The graceful open
,,~ fecJIralltair has a ramped, mundc,
hatrd:rall"~.inlin a scrolled newt'! UI

a curtail Itep. The two tirst-floor mantel
are academic Adamsque three-ptrt on~

each with symmetrically molded pilaster'
and well-executed sunbursrs on the en,
blocks and center tablet, beneath a dent I

cornice and molded shelf. The 5«ond..or\
mantels are similar but simpler. Gree~

Revival elem~t. are seen in the use of sym
metrically molded architrave."! with comt"
blocks. which occur around some lnteritl
windows and doors, on the front door
which hu a widt trlmom and sidelilht..
and on the (acade windows. A coloss;)
porch replaced a two-tier porch, and a tW('l
story winl"with a Projectinl tront bay in a
later addition.

Probably also c1aq from the early
nineteenth century, but much simpler, are
the KinlliCY.Houae (southeast comer of KinI
and Jon~ streets), a ramblinl two«ory
house covered with beaded weatherboards,
probably built in several sections; and the
Franb House (across the streed which re
tains some early features includinl Aemish
bond chimneys despite extensive early
twentieth century remodeling.

, Also quite simple, but with Orcck
i Revival charaaerisdcs, is the Hendeflon

House (JouthcaK comer of Trent and
Weber streets), a onc-story hOUR with a
central breezeway joininl two hip--roof sec
tiON; the' hip-roof entrance porch has
square posts and corrapondi"l pil_en.

The most disdncirve example of the
Italianatc mode is the McDaniel-Dixon
House (northwest comer of Markee and
Lakeview streets), a twO-5tory frame dwell
Ing With a low hip roof with a wide
overhang above a frieze punctuated by
paired brackets; this cornice is repeated on
the one~tOl:y full-width porch. The interior
IS consl'tent, with wide Jrchitraves and
mantell, with'various paneling schemes.

, . ",., ",~' ,.
Trenton Htltoric: Dtltric;t" .\

',~ H 61"
Th~ town of TrentIOft -WI'cMtIIid by

th~ NMioMI ofl" '11:·....on
,,, Ar-
, Ch'tvft' ·'ri' ;t, . h
-Carolina. - '." , .,'; .',' . ,'J, • ,

,. ' The Trent6n HIIt6ric DlIitIfCf con••s
of a ....d of streed Rankin. N.C. 58, which
serves as the main .rf'ft. ~nd lilt 1",:
Brock Mill Pond tCl the ~l\Jthw~"1 ! I

amall-ICale buildinp. nearly :III bmr.
dwarfed by massive trees hl':I\'ilv .inr··
with Spanish moss, which lZiv~ Tr1'111' .
much of its charaaer. Within rh(" di ..rrJ
are found representati~examrll"'1 nf nc-nr '
two centuries of domem:ic. ('cdl'<,I:I ..tl<,"

"·abd commercial architecture in tht> \/'.

nlCuiar mode.
Probably the oldest hou!le remnininll 'I

. Trenton is the sman dwelling at th!' con
the OrIlCe Episcopal Church Pari'!h HOll"
nOrth.. comer of Weber and Lakl'vit'\,
scteets. Many chanae have ~n mAde. hll'
lOme of the orilinal fabric rt>maim. ill
cludl", beaded weatherboards on tht> 111

tar, hall and parlor plan. bendt>d J:-ennl'
molded chair rails and ba~hoard.. , Ixw
and batten doors hung on HL hin~e.. ;1"

Georaian mantels.
From a slightly later period. there i.. th,

Jacob Huains House (west siJt> of W('hp:
Street between Trent and Jone....tren' \
which is modest but handsomely l"X~lIfr

in traditional Federal style; it i....aid to h;l\'
been built between 1810 and 182c;. It.. t',

terior appeararv:e is somewhat alterffi r'
the front central pble and Victorian .. he, I

porch, but it retains very handsom.
Flemish bond chimneys with single ~moo' I,
shoulders, a simple transomed enrramT
molded window frama (containing nint,
over-six and six-over-six sash), and som'
molded weatherboards. The interior, whicl,
follows a hall-and-parlor plan with ap
cndoeed .air, is impressively finished an(
wellpraerved. The hall hal a flar-panl'le.:
wain*=Ot compoeed of two ranges of panel',.i'7"""FedonI m.....1with pand~

:~:~ ',' ;an,d~_demil comi« .he'lf; th.
: '" '" hail, a ~UIh wainscot and I rather
....... ,d".-part mantel with pierce,!
<aQdlDulid ornament and undercut dmtil'
'1"fie iec:ond.flOor mantels follow simpl.
"~ lina, Six-panel doors in molde<
~d recur, throUJhout the house.



'Trenton Historic District" cont'd.

'. ,Neidaar the W. of 18i2. nor the Qvil.W.. ... aipi6cant action in Trenton
....... in both Trenton 'and Janca Coun:

·:If.:aa.na joined the ranb. In 1862, Ne.....
~•••ClptUred by Union forces and ()(
-~ in 1863. 1864 and 1865, Ikirmishe~
tuok. pIKe in and near Trenton. ano
~ of the town cook pan in the Batd.
01 Wyac Fork <March. 1865). fo~t· it.
cWauc of the town of Kirucon. Federal
m»pI advancinl from New Bern mer Con
Werace raiaance. and about SO,OOO troop,
were involved.

Baidea its primary function .. counr \
SCat. Trenton h. dePended ecunomkalh
upon itl role U I marker rown for a farmint
county. Irs location ". the liead of boat
navi,ation of the River Trent." and the pro
ximity to I ferry and bridle naturally ~

(racted trade. In addition. the ""teIntb
century mape and the 1808 Price-Saochtr
map show Trenton at the juncture or..
east-west and nonh1Ouch roadt. inCI....
a road from Wilminacon to New Birtt~Jr
1833. • ahown on the ..
map, the norch1Outh route' ~iIt
bypaued Trenton. which rem"~
ealt-west road from New' "Sf!

Kenanaville and pointl welt. a,T . ',.'":
shown on the Colton map.~. '.,5
been completed from Beaubt ¥ft'I"--Bern and KiftltOn to. lWefjl' ;.~ ..•':: '.
Wilminacon via Ooldlboro CD ~,. ~
north-bvPa-i.. Trenton i~~!
together with the l..mnc 1nIHi~..~:.:
river traffic. directed comftierc5id ....
away from Trenton, k h.. tbhttft.',t6
function steadily • a local marbc to'Wn.
Before rhe Civil War, the plamaciona pro.
duced wheat. oat•• rice. rye. corn, pea, and
cofton as well I' railine Cattle, 1heIp;...... ,.
hop. More lately, truck cropI and~ ..
have been the predominant farm prodUaI;
lumberinl h.. been the' ·ehi'f·
nonagricultural industry until recent yari~"
when some manufacturinl has corne inCi)
(he county. . ,

ThononW.~
Actinl Direao'r

Divition of ArtftIvti
and ffIItdty

31 May 197..

by a non-proftt COrporMkm tMe intenda topi"'" k.) The townacape ofTrencon it in
..... with in hiaory • the 1m'" countV
_ and marbc town of a farmil'll county.
Iince ita bmdinI in 1784. The architectural
fabric ofthe viii. conaiau-with the excep
tion of two Carpenter Gothic churches at
conaldftable diatinction~f modat ver·
nacular frame dwellinca of varioua perio<h
rantinl in a traditional ,nd from a central
brick commercial row. The conailtency at
IIftaII~ and limple decai.. throuahou(
nildy two centuria' buildil'll, the towerinB
treII hUfti with Spanish moll. and perhap$
molt important, the unique Javelin... at
the mill pond at the tOwn'l bou.y - all
th.. combine to make Trenron a little
ClDUDtty ~wn of serene and unpretentious
chn.

. The}onet Couney area had been IetCled
..,&y.in~ eiaI\teenm century: u early as
~llGP-Che laWlOR map~ "Me jono
4000 acrea," and the 1733 MoIely map
thowed '"Mao Frederidc Jon- 7375 &era,"
l1lil map &lao Ihowed a feriy on the Trent
Rift!', run by franks. Afr.ffI the county was
.abliahed h\ 1779. the h county coun
w. direCted J.P be held M the home at
Thom. Webber. 'whole ... plantation
WM located at Trent Bridle. The court con·
dnued to meet at Webber's until the cour·
chouIe wu built. On June 2. 1784. an act

.'"!I~ auchoriJinla toWn by the name.rrNDCOft I'D be laid out'where the c:oun
.....ooct (1M home ofThomu Webber).
'AtiMr.N.-h OMer IOWfftOf of the Kate),
Pt••wic:k. . Harten. Lewia Bryan. john
BrYa~--Randall. john Wer, and Ed·
-.d~'~' wen appoPlced com·
miIIiDnen to buy land for the town at
Tnntoft. which probably took ita namt:
Ciom ia IocIdon near the he.dwacen of the
T~1Uwr. The land WM divided into half·
~~.~'t.id OUC • a~ and com·
~:.N~ were' mid wtdulae UIU&I reo.'!'i- f

. .,·~.~oE.. moIr raempr8ble ocaaion:;
"" • ......,. of Tnnam w. the vilit in
1791 of ,..deftt· a.o... WMhinaron on
hiI~ Tour. In thAI~ he record
eel .~ "und., aa IICDII'of hone. and

....' of the~ o,ndelnin 01
~I •• 1~ _,joumeY. din·
eel lit • place called TnnlOI\,'which it the

r .....tx. naYipdonqathe River Trent,
, which .. 'CIOIIed at thil pllICA! on a bridgt:
Iftd.IodIId • one Shine's, 10 m. farchel
....inddllcent Houaa."

l'be cl: n ....... ol thiI .a are
for the ... pen limple OM or ewo-cory
dweDintt with ..wn or' eumed~
(partie", Oft porch_I ,.projetcinI ""','
and the '.......,'"CWICdI..... '[ha ........Hou. l.:::::i~,··';.'. . " ··..of· u..:.:a-~
~~ 4YWIJ~.~

~~'. """"one••,
~;~'''''. if~""'..a
~ ·q ·Ciarnicc that .~ a
Q)~ Qnce Es*copal Q\\arch.
~.~';":'-..too- Street between
W~.~~hlaan~-
::;;~_.....wlcb a~~ . ,',> ..'<', V-V~

':>; ~'.. • aD i....--ch .... '. . . . '~lW"

~~J~.~i==
porch. AII!) ......·it the Dr. MoGle
Howe (on chp.~.~ of }ona ~).
which iI.'_·~ho,*with a ttIO
storY ..........~demlhexapsal prOIfie;'
tine centralenu~ ~y. Aaoea the facade
and 8round the Iidea carries a wide. one-
Story porch with turned. bracketed poICI
and a lilies of lInaU ,abled interrupriona of
the roof.

Aa important to Trenton. in uc:hirec
ture is the old mUl pond within ita boun.
dariet. The pond it a I... body of q.,
dark, "eftecdnl water .upplied by
~ artaIDf and .unoundine land
ch-... It it -mauy uneacroedMd
...' an4 pIOvidea a IUikinal, beautiful
naanl rtIOW'Ce IUnounded' by -.d
cyprea treea h~ wich ione tra. of
~ .... A ftaIne mill buildmc liD ad
~' ,,-che pond • the point where the)'11'_ ... over dw _ into the creek.
l'hil'"..built i&\ the 194<1. on the ....
...... 1trUCtUreI.

.~....... were llid out near a ...
em- poqd wI\ich IdlI fiaura promiftendy
in the to..... There had been a mill on
thil pond for many yean before the
eubIIIhmenc of the cown. TItle of the mill
and Pf)ftd can l,. tnad back to Anthony
HMch~ who olxaiDed it in 1776. Thil IDJV
be the urne miD pond • that owned in
177....... perhape much earUer-by An
tbOoy', bIocher Lemuel, a RevoI~
period Iader~man_ of the A.-nbIy
and Provincial eo..... who obcaiDed
land in the neilhborhood • early. 1758.
Older than the town itlelf. the cyp~mill
pcxtd wichita mUl (a later ltfUCCure) is an
ard of remarkable beauty I itl· picturaque
~ "vi", Trenton, • a recent
new.paper column ..ad. "that apecial thinl
a place needs to make it pel to be there."
(The mill pond hal been owned lince 1969



2



Town Of Trenton
H48

On June 2, 1784. an act was passed by
the General Assembly for establishing a
town to.be called Trenton, North Carolina.
Sc:ven men were appointed commissioners
10 buy the land for this purpose. They were
Abner Nash, Frederick Hargett, Lewis
Bryan. John Bryan. William Randall. John
bier. and Edward Whitty. Esquires. The
land for the town was bought from Thomas
Webber, louis Bryan. Henry Smich and
Sdmud Hill. It was co be divided into half
ddt: lots and laid out as a town and to be
cummonly known as the Town of Trenton.
The lots were to be balloted for three
puunJs, requiring that a tenable house or
m U\.l ure be built thereon in a reasonable
dllloUlit of time, not less than sixteen feet
~yuarc: and with a ten foot pitch. If reau1a
llon:> were not mec by the owner, then the
lot ur luts would be returned to the commis
siuners. The Town of Trenton was incor
purateJ in 1874.
'>ok". JonCl Co"",! R«.OI'd.s, 136· 139·)<111, 2, /784

[ked Book D (J 7Sf· J7871

"Juledlugy begins as an interest,
11L~'J1UCS a hobby.
l • )111 1IIUt::> as an avo..:auon.
l "I.e:. lIver as an ubsession,
.\IlJ III Irs la:r.- stages IS an
,,\, "I "hie Jisease.

Amen
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HISTORY OF TREN.roN

On June 2, 1784, and act was passed by the General Assembly for esta

blishing a town to be called Trenton, North Carolina. seven rren ~re ap

pointed a::mnissioners to buy the land for this purpose. They were Abner

Nash, Frederick Hargett, Lewis B.ryan, John Bryan, William Randall, John

IsJ.er, and Edward Whitty, Esquires. The land for the ,t:.atm was oought fran

nnnas webber, IDuis Bryan, Henry Snith and Samuel Hill. It was to be div

ided into half-acre lots and laid out as a town and to be cxmronly known as

the town of Trenton. The lots v.ere to be balloted for three pounds, requir

ing that a tenable house or structure be built thereon in a reasonable square

and with a ten foot pitch. If regulations v.ere not met by the atmer, then

the lot or lots would be returned to the ccmni.ssioners.

The town of Trenton was inoorported 1874 of about 500 people, and the

county seat of Jones County, located on the winding dark brown Trenton River

and on the picturesque Brock Mill Pond.

At the time the town was fanned itl 1784, the old stage ooach road fran

Wilmington to New Ben1, through Trenton, was visited by many praninent per

sons. George Washington, on his southern tour, stopped at the little town

on the Trent on April 22, 1791, and he and his entrouage had their dinner at
,

a tavern known as "Shingle House." Frau Trenton, Washington ~t to Canfort

and spent the night at the Shine House. When Alfred F. Hanrrond got ready

to go to Wake Forest College, he ~t fran town to town by stage ooach. other

neans of early transportation ~re no railroads in Trenton, so many people

~t to Cove City (Craven) County, on the A & N. C. "Sl1cnfly" 'NOuld get off

and then ride ten miles in the mailman's buggy to Trenton.
A leisurely stroll through the old town caretery gives one a sense of

the historic beginnings of this old town of Trenton. The oorner of the

cematery is where the first town hall or ccmm.mity building was built. It

was here that toNn meetings, churcll meetings and services, and cxmtLU1ity

functions were first held in Trenton.

Trenton has a ~ll-trained and equipped volunteer fire depart:mant and

rescue, squad. They do a superior job in helping the ccmnuni.ties,

The t.oNn has a public library, a new and very useful building, to pro

note and encourage the reading of l:xJoks and the use of visual aids.
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The first bank in Trenton, named Bank of Jones, was organized in 1908.

'l11e first directors were John Lowery, J. K. Warren, and Fred w. Foscue. This

bank closed during the depression. Today v.e have the Branch Banking and Trust

eatpany.

The Trenton ~. s Club was built in the 1930' s with the W. P. A. and

the help of the camumity. This building has been used beneficially and many

enjoyable evenings have been spent in this building by nanbers of the ccmm.mity.

In the 1960' s, Quaker Neck Country Club was built and it also has neant

a great claal to this cx::mm.mity.

The town of Trenton has been entered as a Historic District of the Nat

ional Register of Historic Places.

Trent River is not navigable for steam boats beyond Trenton, but logging

and rafting is done on the river far past Trenton. The bridge over Trent

River is just below the wa.reOCluse and large boats do not pass the bridge.

The: tall steamer ltHowardlt was one of the boats that were used to hauJ. freight

up and down Trent River fran New Bern to Trenton. The Howard S~r loadOO

with cotton, sank three times on one trip fran Trenton to New Bern.

The oldest grave in Trenton Cemetery was Christopher Bryan (1785-1827)

for man and the oldest grave for a wanan was Nancy Askew (1786-1848).

COnfederate Soldiers: A. P. McDaniel, Co. E. 3rd N. C. Reg. and L. F.

~iel, Co. E. 3rd N. C. Reg.

Brock Mill of Trenton has had this naITE since 1899 when the Brock. Family

bo\.¥1ht the p:md. Brock Millpond is listed arrong other historical places in

the National Historical Register. The IXJnd dates back prior to the American

Revolution. The original mill site dam was built: by slave labor during the

1700 IS.

The Brocks resumed operation of the mill and added a saw mill, and a

rotten gin. The cottoo gin was installed in the three-story mill house.

'lte type of gin used the rrethod of pressing the bales of ootton in the press

until it would hold no !lOre. The bagging and ties v.ere then placed around

the bales.

Cotton was shiped to New Bern on the Howard Stearrer and sold to rrerchants

rot it was a slow process for the fanrers.
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This first gin was run by water fran the p:md. It was a slow rrethod; so
a few years later, a steam boiler was installed which furnished~ for

tw:> steam presses. Then another gin was added. The t\\O gins operated for

forty-t\\O years until the roll ~vil damaged the cotton: therefore, mak-

i..r¥J cotton production unprofitable. In 1944, the gin was closed and in

1947, it was tom down. In 1917, Furnifold Brock installed a turbine in

the mill house. A roan was built around the generator. Late in the after

00Cln, the turbine would be turned on, therefore furnishing Trenton with

electricity. After a feM years, the franchise was sold to the Tidewater

PcMer Carpany and later to carolina P~r and Light carpmy. During the

tiJre that electricity was being generated, the mill was still being 0p

erated, for the purpose of grinding rom into meal, grits, and the crack-

ing com.

The grist mill ceased operation in 1964; hcJr..,ever, all the machinery

is still in place.

On Friday, February 21, 1941, a disastrous fire destroyed a big busi

ness block section in Trenton, the worst blaze in the histroy of Janes

County. There \\ere seventeen buildings destroyed and two scorched and for

a tine the whole Qusiness district was threatened. By working together,

the IteJ'1, \\Qre.l1 and children with the help of the fire department of New

Bern, and Kinston helped save the buildings on the other side fran burning.

Trenton Elementary School is located on School St. off highway 41,

one-half mile fran the Trenton town limits. The school is behind the

old Trenton Feed Mill and across fran Trenton Middle School.

In 1958, Trenton Elementary was built to serve the black children

in grades one through eight. Miss Edna smallv.o:xi was the first principal.

With intergration, the school becam:: Trenton Primary, grades one through

three. Grades four through six \\ere at Trenton Elarentary School. Then..
in 1973, grades four through six joined grades one through three to make

the present Trenton Elementary School. Following the retiranent of Miss

SmallY400d in 1975, Mr. Daniel Murrell becarre the second principal. with

his retirement in 1980, Mrs. Lucille Banks Tyndall transferred fran Mays

ville Elemental:}' and continues to serve as principal at Trenton Elarentcny

School.
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~ OF TRENIrn

v. V. Pollock 1941 1942 Mayor

H. E. Hines 1941-1947 Mayor

G. N. Noble 1947-1949 Mayor

c. c. Jcnes 1949-1953 Mayor

W. H. HarlItond 1953-1957 Mayor

M. E. Hines 1958-1968 Mayor

Janes Hocxl 1969-1973 Mayor

George Davenp:>rt 1974-1975 Mayor

Isiac Smith 1976-1977 Mayor

Cllar1es Srnith 1977-1979 Mayor

" J. R. Franck 1980-1985 Mayor

Jeffree Leggett 1985-1989 Mayor
1992-Present Mayor

Delbert Doster 1990-1991 Mayor

V. V. Pollock 1942--1947 Ccmnissioner

Furney Brock 1941-1942 Ccmnissioner

R. L. Edwards 1941-1943 Ccmnissianer

T. M. \\\X)ten 1942-1944 carmissioner

c. c. Jones 1945-1948 Ccmnissioner
1954-1957 camdssioner

E. S. SInith 1945-1953 eamu.ssianer
~

F. R. Pollock 1949-1961 carmissioner

H. E. Hamrond 1949 carmissiooer

J. T. Stilley 1950-]951 carmissioner

W. E. HaImond 1952-1953 carmissianer

F. W. Foscue 1954-1955 carmissioner
1963-1969 carmissioner

E. L. Noble 1958-1959 Ccmnissioner
", 11. E. Hines 1956-1957 Ccmnissioner
t
t lXJnald Brock 1958-1960 Ccmnissioner
,-..
~
~-

f' Wayne Jannan 1962-1978 camtissioner
t-
f w. c. Adams 1963-1965 camtissioner
~.

t-
r



Charles Jones

J. P. Walston

James Coile

Bob Henderson

Clifton Mills, Sr.

J. Edward Parker

Edward Eubanks

Ann Brock

Melyin Soott

C. M. Pollock

Frank Richardson

84

1966-Present Carrnissioner

1970-1973 Cormissioner

1974-1975 Carrni.ssioner

1976-1978 Camtissioner

1979-1985 Ccmni.ssioner

1980-1985 carmi.ssioner

1988-Present Ccmni.ssianer

1988-Present Ccmni.ssioner

1986-1987 Ccmni.ssianer

1987-1989 Cormissioner

1990-1991 CCmnissioner

Sources: Glenn Spivey
Clerk to Board

Town Records
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Dlcr.aUTIOlt

Jotfr•• Leggett hereby deolares as follows:

1. I am the Mayor ot the city of Trenton, North Carolina,

and I reside in Trenton. I was elected Mayor in 1985, and have

been reelected since then. Trenton also hDS an elected Town

Board. The Town Clerk ot Trenton is Glen Spivey. Our Town

Attorney 1s James Hood. The City offices are located in the

cou~thouse bUilding in Trenton.

2. The City or Trenton operates under a corporate charter

and tax authority. Currently, we tax $.50 par $100.00 property

value.

3. As Mayor ot Trentori~ one ot my primary responeibiliti••

is to make sure the city budget 18 right. We maintain the sewer

system, the streets, street lights, and Buch, and I assign the .

Commissioners who oversee ea.ch duty.

4. Recently the City of T~enton signed a cable television

franchise for Trenton. It will be operational on September 1,

1995.

5. The City of Trenton also has a cemetery association,

and as the mayor, I serve as the administrator.

6. We do not depend upon Jacksonville, New Bern, Kinston,

Goldsboro or Havelock to solve our problems. Our problems are

unique to Trenton. For example, we recently had a problem with

the sewer system when old oak trees that were 9&&king out w~ter

penetrated the old clay pipe system. We authorized the replace

ment of the old system with a new lO-inch PVC main.

" .'


