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Chairman Reed Hundt
Federal Communications Commission

~;" 1919 M St., NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

August 28, 1995 .... .j
Re:MM Docket No. 93-48

Deir Chairman Hundt:

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAl

The Cedar Rapids Television Company, licensee of KCRG-TV and KCRG-AM,
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, offers the following comments regarding MM Docket No.
93-48.

The Commission is now considering new, stricter rules implementing the
Cf\ildren'sTelevittion Act, including "the poMibitity ofnymerical -quotas"
requiritfG ·.broadcaatersto devote minimum amounts of time to educational and
inform8tiOrlafchik.tr'en', programming.

We are opposed to more and stricter regulations for the following reasons:

1. The amount of children's educatlona' programming has increased.

As a local br08dcaster we have significantly increased the amount of
children's educational and informational programming in response to the
Children's Television Act. Furthermore, we devote prime time in addition
to other time periodI to tNs type of progI'lImming, to assure that the
l.-;est posstble audience can see it. Yet we get no more credit for prime
time programming than programming broadcast to much smaller
audiences in other time periods.

We continue to produce significant amounts of..lsl and national
children's programming. As a licensee for the Ced8r Rapids-Waterloo
Dubuque market, we've determined what's best for our community's
children in con8urtationwith local awnmunity leaders.~
0Iti0nIt QuptM and sMfinition'~WI1tJitlQtQb"irrilriOles a
nationll9lO8O!"s ideas aboutwhat's educational upon the peOPle of our
community.



2. IEat fII II mIY,...our
....en to curtIIIf tocIII ....".,..

We produce six (6) major newscasts fINery day, Monday through Friday.

Mondey-FrIday Local News Programming

n..,.... L
TV 9 iE=:"ii==;_:w:,.~5~:3O;r;to;;-;6:1;00~:a.";;m:-.---r~3Oo;.minutes
TV 9 News 6:00 to 7:00 a.m. eo minutes
TV 9 11:30 News 11:30 to 12:00 .m. 30 minutes
Live .. Five 5:00 to 5:30 .m. 30 minutes
TV ........ St. 8:00 to 8:!I .m. 30 minutes
TV 9 N' cast 10:00 to 10:35 .m. 35 minutes

On Saturday we produce three major newscasts including three hours of
morning news:

IIIIurd8y Local News PfOIrammIng

TV' Sal A.M. NMrM
TV9.. 5:30 ....
TV9 SlIt.' t

6:00 to 1:00 a.m.
5:30 to 6:00 .m.
10:00 to 10:35 .m.

3 hours
30 minutes
35 minutes

On Sunday we produce three major newscasts including two hours of morning
news.

~
"._. a ~ I

TVI ..... A.•. ,... 8:00 to 8:00 '.m. 2 hours
TV."". 5:30"" 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. 30 minuteI
TV9Sw1N' 10:00 to 10:35 p.m. 35 minutes



s~, dMI d our local.,.,. ia bnJedcaat on~
mominga, time periodI u....aIy scheduled with progIafM for
chIchn. lIII£?mi~ SF"""""\MJ yI. -IDlY
.......... 'l ,.,~

IIWWI"*" III~ Thus, the Commiaaion will
have substituted ita judgment for ours.

3. Quotas ..~.

Bro8dcuters .. responding to the Ad. Met the unquantified obligation
the Ad. impo••• for more and better educational progr.-nming for
children. Quotas set the maximum...as wetl • the minimum.

'The •••1......" ......(Jf~...rs ,....,.~ fHed a ttud¥ with the
Commi••ion which IhcMe thet .. .......,. d time Inedc...... devote to
infor'mlttionel and educational mM:Jn', prmrwnminq tw itlClMlld
more thin 100!P Ijnct"MAI ofb Chitsnn" Programming Act.

4. Quotas and~ ....... 0I... 1a "ecIucaIIorNaI" or
"lnfonnaaonat" ctIIIdNn'. programming IMY be UnconetItuIonai.

The ....iIhrMnt of progrM1ming type specific quotM and imposition of
the ComrniMion's definition d what is and is not educ8tional
progI'MVning m8y violate the Free Speech provisions of the u.S.
Constitution.

Broac:tcMters understand the COOWlt definition of "educational and
informational children's programming. No changes are needed.

5. BroIMtc............. get credit for short .egment prognunmIng.

Presently our 8t8tion gets no credit for educational and informational
......wNch .................. in ...,. Yet, given the
attention .,., of children and the hundledl of viewing choices available
to children in todIIy's electronic LI'liverM, Ihort segments may be one of
the most successful ways to deliver educational or informational material
to children.

Licen..... diIcounIged from using theM short segments because the
Commiaaion g!ives them no credit for broadcasting them.



In short. we feet hit rWionaI progrwnmtng quotu Md rWionaI definitions of
what conItit\MI'"Ii IformIIlion8I Met eduaItior-w children', programming" are
ur....nry. tudMeome, Md lJnc::or'IMilut. we urge the CommiMion not
to epend the rules. d••ph pr•••ure from PAI••ure groupa who would like to
substitute their judgment for the judgment of the bro8dcast licen.... of this
nation.

\1;r~
Robert G. Allen
Vice President and General M8nager



NEWSCHANNEL
September 1, 1995

Chairman Reed Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt,

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGiNAl

I am writing on behstf of WGME-TV in reference to .. Docket No. 93-48, the Commission's
proposed rule making to tighten the regulations contained in the ChHdren's Television Act.

Ever slnce this Act was instituted in 1980, locai, synclcated and network broadcasters have
substantiait)' tncreased the amount and the quality of children's educational and informational
programming.

At WGME we strive to acquire and to produce programming that will be benefICial to young
viewers. But we also have an obligation to serve all viewers with news, information, pubfic
affairs and entertainment programming.

If the Commission decides that a quota system for quantifying the number of hours that a local
station must devote to cttiIdren's educational and informational programming is proper, WGME
and stations like it win be forced into serving the public interest, convenience and necessity only
as specifically dfJfined by the Commission!

Your recent comment that Mit's time to ab8ndon the fiction that asking broadcasters to do better
on a volunteer basis has any ch8nce of producing the desired results- is an unfortun8te reading
of how seriously local tetevlsion stations view the Children's Television Act. We at WGME feel
that the Act is woridng, that the majority of stations ate striVing to increase such programming
and th,St quotas are not only unnecessary, but come perilously close to violating broadcasters'
First "'endment rights. ,

WGME opposes new rufes that would amend IN Children's Television Act. we feel that the
Commission should aItow Ioc8I stations to serve their local communities. Local viewers will let
us and the Commission know if we are not fulftnlng our obtlgations.

Thank you.

WGME-TV • A CBS Affiliate

1335 Washington AvefP.O. Box 1731, Portland, ME 04104/(207) 797-9330/A Division of Guy Gannett Communications


