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In the Matter elf

Telephone Number portability

To: The Commission

CC Docket No. 95-116

COMMENTS OF APCO

The Association of Public-Safety Communications

Officials-International, Inc. ("APCO"), by its attorneys,

hereby submitF the following comments in response to the

Commission's Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 95-284

(released Jul~ 13, 1995), in the above-captioned proceeding.

APCO is the nation's oldest and largest pUblic safety

communications organization, with over 12,000 worldwide

members involred in the management and operation of police,

fire, emergen,~y medical, forestry-conservation, highway

maintenance, iisaster relief, and other public safety

communications facilities. APCO members are involved in all

aspects of pUblic safety communications, including both

radio communications systems and 9-1-1 dispatch operations.



APCO recognizes the potential value of telephone number

portability to consumers. However, if not carefully

crafted, rules to permit number portability could undermine

critical emergency communications systems. The vast

majority of current 9-1-1 systems in the United States are

"Enhanced 9-1 "systems that rely on the ability to

identify the number and location of a caller. Such

Automatic Number Identification (ANI) and Automatic Location

Identification (ALI) are critical for routing calls to the

correct Public Safety Answering Point ("PSAP"), for

providing automatic call-back capability, and for rapid and

accurate dispatch of appropriate personnel to an emergency

scene. The Commission has recognized the importance of

Enhanced 9-1-1 systems and the need for rules to accommodate

such systems n CC Docket No. 94-102, concerning Enhanced

9-1-1 compatit,ility with wireless telephone systems and

PBXs.

APCO strrmgly supports the Commission's statement in

paragraph 41 )f the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in this

proceeding that a number portability environment support

Enhanced 9-1 1 services. This should apply to both interim

and long term number portability solutions. APCO will work

with the Commission, the telephone industry and other public
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safety groups Ln attempting to fashion appropriate rules in

that regard. Pailure to take Enhanced 9-1-1 systems into

account could Inderrnine the ability of local police, fire,

and emergency nedial agencies to fulfill their duty to

protect the safety of life and property.

Respectfully submitted,

ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC-SAFETY
COMMUNICATIONS OFFICIALS-
INTERNATIONA2I~~.
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A{obert ~. Gurss
WILKES, ARTIS, HEDRICK & LANE,

Chartered
1666 K Street, N.W. #1100
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 457-7329

Its Attorneys

September 12, 1995
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