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• ABC Affiliate

September 11, 1995

Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Subject: MM Docket No. 93-48

Dear Secretary:
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DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAl

I am the General Manager of the ABC Affiliate in the 73rd market, Rochester, New York.
I need to have you understand that I believe the Children's Television Act is working.
Broadcasters are seeking and finding ways to get educational and informational
programming onto the local broadcast schedule. While broadcasters in my size market
cannot throw hundreds of thousands of dollars at local production, there are ways to
creatively take existing materials and blend them with local elements to make them viable
for the child viewers in the Rochester area.

Among my concerns with discussed rule "tightening" is that numerical levels of
programming will most certainly have a chilling effect on what I see as a qualitative
approach that we are undertaking now in Rochester. A side bar to that issue is the question
of who will determine what is educational and who will decide what level of information
must be dispensed by a program to be deemed "informational".

We are embarking on a project for a January 1996 start that will use the "Success by Six"
element of the United Way to provide programming to inform our viewers about the
crucial need to reach and nurture children in our community before they reach the age of
six. Obviously, the program length elements will certainly meet the current definitions of
the Act; however, a vital part of our multi-pronged effort is the use of shorter elements to
reach kids where we know they are already watching other programming on our air.
Should these not be recognized as meaningful or impactful simply because they were not
"X" minutes long? What about the elements of this effort that are aimed at older teens and
adults to raise their awareness and understanding of the problems so they can help in their
own families or volunteer to aid efforts already underway in our city to help the children?
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Should these efforts not count because the programming or vignettes are not specifically
aimed at a certain aged child? Shorter segments of programming should count in our
efforts to reach and help the children of our community. These elements may be the only
way to reach some children who are not going to willingly be driven to view longer length
programming.

The rules are working. The discussed rule making will not increase the effectiveness or
usefulness of educational and informational programming for children. I urge you to not
make changes. The Act and the FCC rules are working and the children's programming
area has grown dramatically since passage of the Act.

Thank you for your time and consideration ofmy comments.

Sincerely,

)ja;C<j n YLztL&n
Gary R. Nielsen krtlf"
President and General Manager

smg

c Chairman Reed Hundt, FCC
Commissioner James Quello, FCC
Commissioner Andrew Barrett, FCC
Commissioner Susan Ness, FCC
Commissioner Rachelle Chong, FCC
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TV talk. Roseanne eun kick orf {/ parel1l-child chat.

------,---------

A GUIDE TO MEDIA LITERACY

sell and that TV news isn't all the
news that's fit to air - it's more likely
the news that gets the hest ratings.
American schools arc just beginning
to catch up. Here are six key precepts
for a crash course at home.
1. Rethink your image of TV. Newton
Minow, former chairman of the Fed­
eral Communications Commission.
suggests imagining a stranger in your
house hlathering on to you and your
children about sex and violence all
day long. No one dares interrupt or
tell the stranger to shut up or get out.
That stranger is your TV set.
2. Keep a diary. Ask your kids how
much TV they think they wateh. Then
have them write down everything they
watch for a week. Parents might do
the same. Both generations may he
shoeked by the results. A reasonable
goal for kids: two hours a day. Several
primers help with this and other steps:
The Smart Parent's Guide to Kids' TV
by Milton Chen (KQED Books, 1994.

A s TV gets wilder and wilder,
more parents arc opting to junk

television altogether, Those not
ready for this drastie step can find
solace in media literacy - the art of
deeonstructing television. Schools in
Canada have taught media literacy
for years, explaining to students that
programs exist to deliver an audience
to advertisers, that sex and violence

---------------- -----~-------,-------~

What TV-savvy parents can
do to help their kids

$8.(5); "Taking Charge of Your TV,"
from the National PTA and the cable­
television industry (free copies from
800-743-5355 or http://www.widmeyer
.com/ncta/home.htm on the Internet);
and guides from the Centerfor Media
Litcracy (call 800-226-9494 for a free
catalog).
3. Be choosy. Vou wouldn't stroll into
a lihrary and pick up the first book,

and vou shouldn't just
r- -c--~=-c---_====== =:::::PH=OT:::OFSEST turn' on the TV and

watch whatever's on.
Media Iiteracv mavens
suggest chO'osing a
week's worth of pro­
grams in advance. Sor­
ry, no channel surfing.
4. Watch with them.
Unless parents arc
confident that a show
is safe for youngsters
(rarely the case these
days), they should
watch with their kids,
then talk about con­
t roversial eonten t.
Sample queries: "Why
was that the lead story
on the news?" "Could
a cop really be back at
work a week after be­

ing shot in the chest'?" "When the star
of the sitcom decided to have sex with
a woman he just met, should she have
suggested that he use a condom'?"
5. Just say no. And also why - which
means you first need to watch the se­
ries in question. "My daughter,
who's II, wanted to see 'Married ...
With Children,''' says Karen Jaffe of
Kidsnet. a children's media resource
center in Washington, D.C. "I said
no. I don't like the way the parents
talk to the kids or the kids talk to the
parents."
6. Media literacy isn't a cure-all. No
child can be immunized against all the
had stuff on TV. So parents (and chil­
dren) need to make their objections
known. Letters to the local station,
with a copy to the local newspapers
and the FCC, can carry weight. espe­
cially if you use the words feared by
TV executives: "failing to serve the
public interest" and "doesn't deserve
to have its license renewed."

estImate. based on an analysis of 27':'
studies by George Comstock, S. I. New­
house professor of public communica·
lion at Syracuse University, is that per­
haps 10 percent of antisocial and illegal
acts can be linked to TV. "But wouldn't
it be oreat if we could reduce the occur
lence

b

oj violence in this nation by 10
pcrcent")" asks Eron.

Family fare? Fans of family TV won't
find much to cheer about in the fall 199<;
season. "More channels doesn't mean
Illore choices:' says Kathryn Montgom·
elv of the Center for Media Education
,Ill advocacy group in Washington, D.C
In fact. l me of the best family dramas Oil

television, CBS's "Christv," was canceled
this spring despite a s~lcw of awards
'( 'hriSI\ ". the story of a young teacher II

hackwl)( Ids Tennessee in 1912, had ,su
perb writing and acting - and lovely les
sons about life with nary an ounce oj
schmalv or sex, violence or swearing
I'he audience of about HI million weekh
,iewer' was "fairh substantial and ill
I ('Ilsely 10vaL" ,savs'David Poltrack, exel
utive vi(e'presid~nt ofresearch and pi all
ning for CBS. But the young adults whom
advertisers crave weren't watching in
IlliTe, Sl I "Christy" got the ax. Reruns will
air on the Family Channel on Saturdav,
~11 7 p,m. starting in October. .

Sincl' most new nclwork shows weren t
"ksignl'd wit h a family audience in mind
W:1rI1I,'1 Bros new WB network is lrvin~

I', fill I hl 0 to l) p,m. void with "Iaill ii,
I ic'mill' farl On thl' mcnu this tall: I

1:llrl\ ,leyer cartoon called "Stelc'ij
"'f)ldbug !'[('sents Pinky & the Brain'

III SUII' tays :11 7 p.m., ahout :1 smart 1:1 )

1,[1 1r\111,l!. to take liver the world, anJ
.lIpplh!'dly wholesome sitcoms that an.
III fau. "l'lll.:rallv mediocre and occasil)\ ­
111\ l)tknsive \11 "Kirk:' the lame lak ,I

,Ill lltdn hrother who assumes custody Ij

'll1C(: sihlin~, thc' vounger hrothn br:n s
,>I pecl'lIlg into a Ill'arbv apartment an"t
'".:c'ing I heaut iful wom:1Jl in d "\Vondl'
!\Ia alld nothllW else." Turns out the ~,.1

,IOUI even th'llll~h he has "~irl thin~~
\{;ulIlchv fami[V'lare is notl~illl!. nel; In

III eplsod~ oj CI3S's "The Nanl~y,' :1 (,

I urnin~ shuI' thai pitches itself to kh is
'o'liith PI0l110S during eartouns" the nanll\
.U!l1C', home drunk ;md mistakenly stunl
hies into hed with hel cold-ridden Il()'"
I'hc next da\'. neither can recall it thel
had scx. "W~' trv 10 do a sophistical I',! --...

p.m. show." saY~'Nanny" Co-eXccutl', l'

Producer Dianc Wilk. "We wouldn't
Ilant 10 put anyl hing on ! he air I\e
wouldn't want our childrl:n to sec'"
Counters Dehra Haffner. 11resident,)1
Ihe Sexuality Information and Education
('uulh:il of the Un iled States" wouldn't
Ict my IO-vear-old daughter watch The
\Jannl' ;)r pract ieally~any (Ither prinll'

-
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}'()l,t should see what hits the cutting-room floor

The Bundys meet
the censors at Fox

sn'nc. Peg!2v BUlldv. thc firsl ladv pI
dvsfllncti(~;;;1 famili~s. is walching: 'TV,
.\n announcer sayS: "Next. a word from
larth Pads, The ~olllv femininc hvgiellc
;)1'( 1duel recycled from ycslcnLiy's gllr,
ha!2e," Allhough Ihe line bothl'red
McLlrland whe~ hl' first read it. he dl"
,-:idcs to leI il slide.

But in the ncxt sccne. whcn a charactu
Iclls shoc salesman /\1 Bundv thaI she's

"mcnstruating lik'c a bandit.·'
McFarland shakes his head
and sighs. lie scriltchcs out
"menstruating:'" in the script
and pcncils in "bloated" and
later "cramping." After the
shmv. McFarland raisl's his
concern with Execlltive Pro­
ducer Richard Gurman. who
puis lip a fight ("It's biolog:i-

Wilh Childrc/l" Iws 10 meel IJasic s{{[/ldards al For, Tho\('

RU!:llld \1cFarlanll laCL',S aLTOSS
tOWIl III his blad Aurur;\ IowaI'd
Som I'icturcs Lllln[,liIlIllCn[ Hc

I VI." ,il SI;Il!;L' 24 illst I11J11U1l" 11L,tore
'le C<lIllL' I as ~l<lr\ rollin:, II1I IhL'season
1l'llliL'Il' ot 'Married. With ('hil·
/111.' (I!,stall\ III Ihc gIC'l'llroOIll. thc
~\l';lIldd V1\,'1' prl',ldcl1l "I' bnladl'i1s1
andald" ,II h,\ BW:ldcdSIIl1.l!; thc per-

,'1' VIIJ() III ,sililplel liflll'Sll,I' kllllWfl d~

i ,I: l'eI1S\11 1"IIlS ahlllli I

"'/c'll \1 lltL'i'i, prllducers
! It! Ilcll\(1I1 l'\L'Clltivl's fac"

I, l.'. ,I Wlill \>I'v idc'Plllol1llors,
t l 1\11' ("nl'. hefoll'
!LlrllL'd ,. 'v\.'1l1J Chd
.. I. 1hl' Iplll.'.l'sl'Tulllllng

',,'(Illl 1111 thl ,"I' lodav.
II/' \(' iI', ICPUldlipll

III 11','\lI "JL';" 111 1h,: fllSI

On the set. r"'('1! "Married,

\ \\\,1.......,\) ,\

1nllL'"Il,)W withuut nlL\ so I can discl!',s
Ihe 'c\llal illl'SSal!;es with her-"

Smart TV. ()n Sat urdav murn iIll!;S. nl'l .
\,\\Ir" ,"nicism is wmhl;lized hv'AB(,

11111111,' 111'( 'm,' ;H]C ul thc I(,vv l!;enu
ill\h ,Illl'ati,'nai 1:,lrluuns <J1'l;UIHI

I () ",;Isn't the "re,llesl show eyer prll
,Iill'cd lV thc ("'hildrcn's 'lcicYISiol
\\ 111",1I, )11. LTL';lturs of "SesalllL' Slrcd
Bill it !) ,1Il;lgc'd 10 (llC" sciencc IesSOll'
'111(' th, Idvcnturcs of a prchis(oriL' trih,
11:1I (lid '"in ils lllllC slol last seasun, AB(
':1,"" tli, "hov\ "llmlcrperformcd," ;\ ...

I 1(' 'I, 'WL',J I 1Ut. ,Ill an il1lated version of
!II Inl'\ IL' /llllnh <llId j )lIlI1hcr jlllnell
\/:I " ., Illlrd,\v Imeup, 'This is I~e):()n(!

!IIIV' IVS Rced [Iundt. Ch,llll1l;Ul ,q

ill 'Ie'll, r,1i 1'011ll1lLJIlIcations (, 'Olllll1l\
',lun I 'llmb ,lIId Dumh'.:r' is a dcscrip

') 1)[ /,1 I" dL'('I,iol1 nut lust a title. '
,I 'BS ',j ill h;IS ,I finc rosin o! edueatiun·

,,! "I,,' i{ut( ihostwlilLI." a popular
,11'\\ 101 Il!,C;' (,1011 th;11 ,tresses reading
,kill"'ll II:' IIIV-I niL>, II WC;lves. will hav~'
II' '],:1\, )ls\llk" .illSI Icruns. ('orpurate
III' ''1,'\ 'c'd up 1"'1 thc ...eries. and two
,,( 1/1 !Ill 1'1<. , Ii IlL'tWOlk,\ Wl'lcn'l intereSlCd
Iii 11','1' LjlSodl'S luI' Saturday ll1orl1lngs.
,\ ,shbl'\ ,', ',I llelV PBS dailv scries. de·

i\lll \'), "Iou ,.) ~IIHI 1IIIlln,'at thl' SII111L'
,IL\ ,~n\lli' 1~"S(I;Il1i',L'hrcc',1. Theep\)!)):"
'\11 \ ,l Il.,lIlll \\ ho lmagincs him

iii 111\ 11'\ Wl\I'ks likl: H,IIlI('U il/hi./II

!11..' ",,~ \S ,IP)1l"i1llJg., vet PLlIS!
li\,,'.II\ del II thl~, ,.. thl hcsi wal to
11111' lilH,'I' ,ids Ii c2.ll'lll liIL'I;IIUII.',

1;111 ,\ ,1110\ Illl> I~" gcm cornp;lrL.'d
\\ \',11 (11,/1" ',111,'\\, ,d!cl!;c'dil ,:dUc'ClIH'nal
S\II:\;I/('" l'IIL'; ''illlg' Mc' ,I Ston: \\il h
H"I I•• I kc'I'p losl', d(lv\I\' DISlh'l i'
II,"\I.IIIIE 'd ,'"I'1'\\II\S 1\l1h l1CW I.hd;ldlL
"I' I I,' 1'1 'IlL' cpi\()dl'. thc' Il';;sOI h,

l-1HIH.b ,i, 12"!'li. InL'lld~ 111'(' .:201 "I.
Illclli"",ll' .'.ll(,d 1'1h' lih'·acllol1 \'1\)..1 I..
Ikl '11;11 I' n, '1IiI/1' (lild till Nei/,'/

" 1II,,'lh, 1'\:" Dlsncv ,'ould hI.' thc' ... ,iI,
;111, 'II' iI LlllIl\11 ic'llIill 1I'!c\ISion when i

Il 1"~'(',0\'1' \I{(. Dcau ValentillL', prl's­
Ilkli' ", \\ :tll Dj',nl'v I'd,'" ;',\(111 alii,
11'11\ ,SI\\\I dll111alhlll, jlledlL'\S the gltl!
11' ,Idulhllll l11L'd; p,m, shims Ildl Pi')

\Ilk lilliI'll II'Ig III, ")!llL'lhill.~dinlTllil
III h: i1c'\\ c",lrl"tw,',lhc'hilshp\\.sv\i11

he' Imill I' OgLtlll'. I I' )11I I llSncv al ~,

)'1 1"1) l]t" '·~ .. i "

\'III\'llh d, 11 I hdVC I,,> Ilist ~II dlld \\,1/1
I[ h'lk, 1'" Puhlic oUlli,lgL c'all plav ,I

lilli,,' Iii /,'/111 i I/lHe lit,' fllL'ilia !h;lt', wIn
\. ;JI\lil~kll! dl",'idcd I;'~l V\L\:~ \\1 puil
,',,1111""",'1"1,11 old" 1',lI Icalls LkplClin\'.
\,llUI1! Pc( ill \ drinll"'; sl~I~".:"" ul un

,I,l"';' l'h,,'lI !.'.dill, Il'\\ hd\'L' 1\1~\ 1ll\'>IlCI

I! iii! I',' th, \"ht "\,ISICbnd, •
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•CORNERSTONE
TELEVISION

september 12, 1m

RECEI\fED

5EP 131<Jq5

FCC kv:AIL ROOM

Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
WuhingtoR, DC 20554

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGiNAl

U: The Nodce of PI.,.t .*Mating ill reprds to the Children's Television Act
MM Docket No. 93-.48

Dear Secretary:

Cornerstone TeleVision (wpcB-TV 40 PittsburJh, PA; WKBS-TV 47 Altoona, PA;

WOCD-TV SS Amsterdam, NY) has 24 hours of inspirational and family programming. We

commend you for the recogniton of the importance of cbi1dreft's tdevision programming. Even

before the Childral's Television Act we promoted the ilRpOl1lllCe of quality programming for

chilcken.. While we UIldentand that your inteRtions are to illlplOYe chilcken.'s programming with

DeWly proposed rules and -quotas, - we feel that these measures are unneccesary for the

following reasons:

The Children's Television Act hu almpdy acheived its goal of improving children's

television programming. We, as a Broadcaster, believe we clearly understand the current

definition of "educational and informational childIm's programming, II and no change is needed.

We call your auention to the fact that there bas already been a significant increase in children's

educational and informational programming in response to the Children's Television Act. In

addition, as ~ards quantification, we see a potential danger of setting a minimum standard.

Television is a medium that encourages maximum effort to ensure attentive response from

viewers. We enjoy a natural environment of healthy competition. Creativity in children's

programming could become stiffted by quotas that potentially set standards that reduce quality

15 Years of Changing Lives

CORNERSTONE TELEVISION • WALL, PA 15148-1499 • PHONE: 412/824-3930 • FAX: 412/824-5442
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inltead of improving it. We are conviBced that rules with quantitative guidelines are

Finally, we would like to call your aMaltioD to the success of cIWdn:rt's short segment

programming which is recognized as important to children. Credit is due to Broadcasters for

already incorporating this type of programming.

We offer the above opinions for the express purpote of causinI you to reconsider the

ptOpOIed chanps in tiahteftiRI the rules of the Children's Televisioft Act. We believe the Act

is curready fulfilling its oripw intention.

Sincerely,

~.~
David Skeba
Vice Praident/Director of Programming

DS/jb
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SEP '1 3 1995Char1es T Grubb - Personal Account <ctgqalty@mercury.interpath.net>
A16.A16(kidstv)
9/13195 6:43am
TV for Children FEDERAl CO~M~N(CATIONS COMM/SSiOfll

OFF''': OF gECl"1HARY
First, let me thank you for establishing this fonnat for commenting on issues refated to children's television. On a
per&Onallevel I deal with this issue every day as the father of a seven and ten year old. The reality is that cable
and access have, in my judgement, done virtually nothing to enhance the quality of televisions broadcasts for either
children or adults. I have a cable system with approximately 40 channels (I do not subscribe to any premium
channels). Typically, there is nothing for any of us to watch. Most of the channels are devoted to the now
pervasive info-mercials which I would personally ban.

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

VVhat passes for children's television is an insult to the American people. Were it not for The Learning Channel and
Discovery there would be very, very little that I would allow my children to watch on television. Vllhile no television
is allowed Monday through Thursday in our home because they are "school nights" and homework is the priority, I
still have to deal with monitoring the television over the weekend. Even at times of the day when you would think
you should be sefa (e.g., 5-7 pm weekdays, and 7am - noon on weekends) you can never be sure exactly what
they will encounter as they channel surf. During the week what now passes as "talk shows" presents the most
bazarr people and stories that can be imagined. How would you explain to a seven year old why some teenager
had had their tongue and genitals pierced with some ornament?

The sit-coms aired between 5 and 7 demand no less monitoring. In my judgement there is far too much sexual
innuendo and lack of respect for parents, teachers, and other "authority" figures in many of these episodes.

The litany of cartoons offered on weekends is not much better. On average you have a 40160 chance that they are
not watching something that has more violent acts per minute that the adult shows on the networks aired after 9 at
night. The fact that it is cartoon violence does not make it any less violent nor diminish the impact on the
imagination of a young child. Let us also not forget the commercials that dominate weekend mornings on
television. Opponents of regulating children's television should talk with the marketing people who sell Saturday
morning spots and learn about the influence of the under 18 year olds on family expenditures on everything from
cereal to toys and electronic equipment.

A word about the V-chip. Vllhy should I have to pay to keep something objectionable out of my house? Vllhy
shouldn't those who want their children to view this trash have to pay to get it into their homes?

There are, of course, bright spots on television. As mentioned previously, the Learning Channel and Discovery
Channel are wonderful as is Public Broadcasting. And, occasionally, the networks offer something worthwhile,
usually in the form of some special. Unfortunately, however, I cannot name a single regularly scheduled show on
television that is so compelling or of such quality that we as a family would arrange to watch it on a regular basis.

I could go on, but I am sure that the volume of input you receive on this subject is mountainous. Let me close with
this thought; if challenged to locate a "G" rated movie at the local video rental store OR fine a needle in a haystack
in the shortest time, go for the needle.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Charles Taylor Grubb, Ph.D.

!
..............._ _-----



From:
To:
Date:
SUbject:

JENNIE DOVE <acxjdOtrex.oscs.~mE COpy ORIGINAl
A16.A16(93-48)
9112/95 6:45pm
MM Docket 93-48

i!#93-L({3
RECEIVED

SEP 13 1995

FEDERAl COMMUNICATIONS COMM1SSiO"~
OFFI"t OF SeCRETARY •

HELPIII
If the FCC won't do something about what children are exposed to on television, who will? Congress is too busy

arguing with each other. I would love to see more educational programs on television for children. We need more
programs like Sesame Streetl Thri God for PBS, Nickelodeon, and The Leaming Channel. Unfortunately, the
child-oriented shows end at about 11:00 in the morning. My son does not watch TV ALL day, but it would be nice to
have educational childrens shows that stretch throughout the day without having to subsaibe to a special cable
channel. I can remember growing up and coming home from school and seeing The Brady Bunch, After School
Specials, and Grammar Rock. You learned something from each of these shows - even the Brady Bunch always
had kind of a "moral of the story"l
I am aU for toughening regulations and enforcement of the Children's

Television Ad. According to the e-mail message I received, stations are submitting shows such as "The Jetsons,"
"G.!. Joe", and "The Flintstones" as educational programming, and one station even submitted "Beverly Hills 90210"
as "educational". How could they do that?

Some stations have cartoons on that I think are horrible -- full of violence or misbehaving kids that are supposed to
be funny. I also think there are FAR too many police shows on the air - the type where a cameraman rides along in
the squad car and films real arrests, etc (Real Stories of the Highway Patrol,
Cops). I am so surprised to see the number of these types of shows on the different channels! 'Mlat kind of people
do you think would sit around and enjoy this type of show?
'Mlen you compare the types of television shows that are on the air now with the shows that were aired 25 or more

years ago, you can kind of see how things have gotten so screwed up can't you? Everything has become so
senseless in the media. I truly believe that the media is mostly responsible for the rise in crime. It would be easy for
me to go on and on about this subject, but I think that the FCC REALLY needs toughen its regulations on ALL
television programs - and a very important start is increasing the number of educational programs for children.
think a substantial length would be a MINIMUM of 30 minutes.

\ I/
000

-00000­
000
11\

••--...." ......

* .......

JeMie Dove
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From:
To:
Data:
SUbject:

L Meza <aq543@lafn.org> DOCKET FILE COpy OR\G\NAI
A16.A16(kidstv)
9/12/95 7:26pm
TV

RECEiVED

SEP 13 1995

FEDERAl COMMUNICATIONS CCMMiSSiG1J
OffiCI: Of SECRETARY

Vlny did it take 50 years for you to realize that you're supposed to look out for our interests? \NE own the airwaves.
They belong to all of us. We want them back.

I hope and pray that you don't back down. The broadcasters are going to play hardball. As stewards of OUR
airwaves, it is incumbent upon you to not back down in the face of a pretty dollar.

A tv in every home. The television is a spigot of advertising that few of us really need. Vlnat we need is a spigot of
education.

- just rallying the troops-

Do it; please stick it, finally. to the broadcasters and their money -grubbing colleagues.

I
---._---_._-------



From:
To:
o.te:
SUbject:

Charles Balogh <baloghOGlue.umd.edu>
FCCMAIL.SMTPrkidstvOchemserv.umd.edu")
9/1319511:31am
New rules for children's educational T.V.

DOCKET F\LE COpy OR\G\NAl

Didn't you guys get the message after the last election? Enough is enough. We already have too many rules and
regulations in this country. The answer isn't in more regulations, irs in deregulation. If you really want to inprove
children's T.V. dor the following:

1) Make television brodcast Iiceanses easier to get. Your concerns should
be only the following:
a) That the person getting the liceance has the technical know how to

opperate a T.V station.
b) That this person has the necessary business skills and the finacing

to run a station.
c) That the person running the staion doesn't infringe upon some one elses

T.V. operation (You set techinical broadcast standards and frequencies
for stations and inforce them and settle disputes as they arise.)

d) The staff of the FCC should consist mainly of engineers, technicians
and support staff. There should be few lawyers and policy staff.

RECEIVED
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Look at how poorty the government runs PBS, the Post Office. and the IRS.
If you guys honestly think you can do a better job of running aT.V. station, why aren't you their in the real world
doing it? If you really think you can do a better job, with the above deregulation you shoul have an easy time
getting a broadcast Iiceance. If you do a better job than the present broadcasters, you will be rich beyond your
wildest dreams. But if you don't do a better job you will go broke.

VVhat ever happened to the Constitution in this country of ours? VVhat happened to the First Amendment? By
regulation speach beyond a reasonanable point, you are violating the free speach of broadcasters and their
coustomers. If I truly find something objectional an T.V., I could either:

a) Quit watching the staion. This a free country and I can't be
compelled to watch T.V.

b) Hold a protest at the station at the station, write letters to the
editor to the station or competing media.

c) Boycott advertisers of the station. A station owner would have to
be pretty rich and stupid to run a station that doesn't have any
advertisers.

d) Start my own station and out compete them on the open market.
Also what happened to the Fifth Amendment? You are telling station owner what they can and con not broadcast,

but what are you paying them to follow your rules? I thought that the only way the goverment could tell me how to
use my property was through just compensation or through due process of law. Your only concern should be to
regulate broadcast frequencies to assure fair and free competion.

In short get out of regulating braodcast content and being the national T.V. nanny and let me keep me more of my
own paycheck. Any parent who can't control what their children watch should own a T.V. or is a poor excuse of a
parent. However bad a parent is they are still in a better position than the government to do the job.

Sincerly yours,
Charles Balogh

cc: FCCMAIL.SMTP("baloghGchemserv.umd.edu")

-_._-_...._-----.-
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kids tv
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I'm often frustrated by simple solutions on "fixing" the relationship between children and television. The dynamic
of that relationship is affected by many factors ? some of which can be monitored and controlled within a family,
others can be as powerful and unmanageable as corporate interests or religious dogma.

Whafs often lost in the debate, I'm afraid, is any attempt to find methods of educating children to be better
television viewers. By that I mean providing them with the tools to recognize quality and reward it with their
viewership. Children (and often their parents) are functionally illiterate in the language of visual communication.
They don't understand the language and methodology of the medium.

Where, as a society, we spend a great deal of time making certain that our children are language literate - that
they understand the workings of written and spoken words, we don't invest a comparable amount of effort insuring
that our children understand the workings of television. A children's book is simple in concept: a writer creates the
words and an illustrator draws the pictures. Kids understand that process. They often mimic the process in play.
What they don't understand is the motivation behind the programming they watch on television. While they may
mimic the Power Rangers, few would take the time to understand how or why a program like that is made. If more
did, I'm confident that they would continue to build a standard of quality leading them to search out better
programming.

I know that, in their hearts, children would rather be learners than consumers. If parents would simply ask their
kids why they like to watch certain shows and use the dialog to forward their children's understanding of the medium,
we would be on our way to solving part of the problem.

The other parts of the problem are still daunting. We need programmers to create better, thought-provoking,
inspiring, entertaining programs for kids. We need to reward that programming by encouraging our children to watch
it. We need to know and understand what they are viewing, and view with them whenever possible. Finally, Nielsen
family or no, we need to stop watching what we don't approve, not through government censorship, but family by
family.

Please send me your findings on this topic. I'd be greatly interested in what others have to contribute.

Chris Enochs
4653-B 28th Road South
Arlington, VA 22206

No,

---------
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Proposed regulations
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If possible, please send me a copy of the proposed regulations for children's television, either bye-mail or snail mail
(address below). If this is not possible, are the regulations available anywhere in the DC public library system? I am
a parent of two pre-schoolers and I am very interested in the debate over regulation of children's TV, but have not
been able to find the actual proposals in our local library. Thank you,

Melinda Melone
645 Farragut Place NE
Washington, DC 20017

(
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Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Secretary:

I believe the Children's Television Act is working in its current form.

At KMTV we air a weekly children's program, "Jean's Storytime", which has aired for over thirty
years. The program airs during the school months (September - June) and is designed for the
elementary age child. Each program tells a story with a positive moral message.

In the summer months, KMTV produces "Playground Champions" which teaches and promotes
healthy competition, teamwork and physical skills.

KMTV understands the current definition of "educational and informational programming" and the
aforementioned programs address the definition.

Additionally, we air children's specials on a regular basis during the year. I believe broadcasters are
responding to the Act and the unquantified obligation in the current rules are working.

I hope you'll oppose further rules (MM Docket No. 93-48).

Sincerely,

o
No. Of Copies rec'd:..-- _
listABCDE

Chairman Reed Hundt
Commissioner James Quello
Commissioner Andrew Barrett
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner Rachelle Chong

cc:

~~rr U/Z/TIA

HowardKe

10714 IlCkilnlr. Drive, O.I~I, IE 88127· (402) 583·2750 . fAX (402) 582·3378


