
societal patterns of discrimination, in particular financing constraints, that may limit

opportunities for minorities and women in this as well as other businesses.

40. In the absence of such a record, the agency has limited its proposed special

provisions in the competitive bidding process to entities that qualify as small businesses.

It has defined two levels of small businesses: for purposes of bidding on an EA license,

a small business is an entity that has average annual gross revenues for the three

proceeding years of $6 million or less, while a party bidding on a Regional license32
/

will qualify as small business if it is an entity that, together with afftliates and

attributable investors, has average gross revenues for the three preceding years of $15

million or less. 33/

41. AMTA believes that these eligibility criteria are appropriate. They are

consistent with the FCC's desire to promote the participation of small businesses in these

services while ensuring that those who bid on licenses have the financial wherewithal to

implement the systems they acquire. The Association also accepts as reasonable the

proposed bidding credits of ten percent (10%) on EA authorizations and forty percent

(40%) on Regional licenses. 34
/ Together, these provisions are sufficiently balanced as

to encourage a wide variety of qualified bidders for both categories of authorization.

32/ In the event that the FCC proceeds with competitive bidding for the remaining
nationwide licenses, despite AMTA's recommendations to the contrary, this same
eligibility limit should be applied to those seeking such licenses.

33/ Notice at " 171-2.

34/ Notice at , 161.
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v. CONCLUSION

42. For the reasons described herein, AMTA urges the Commission to proceed

expeditiously to adopt the modified 220 MHz regulatory framework outlined above.
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