a “core” program during the same week or reruns of the

program during the same season. Id., 6339-40 and n.99.

Tribune submits that anything but an affirmative
answer to this question would embroil the Commission in a
regulatory and constitutional thicket from which it could
not escape. Program hours should count as program hours.
Virtually all network and syndicated programs, other than
news programs, are rerun within a given broadcast season.
Many programs — particularly specials — are repeated within
a given day or week to increase their audience exposure.
This has worked well at WPIX in New York, which produces
quarterly children's specials. Given the relatively low
ratings that “core’ programs typically enjoy, Tribune
submits that the Commission should not adopt regulations
that would inhibit efforts to increase the audiences that
view these programs through multiple exposures. No new rule

on this subject should be adopted.
cC. Public File and Related Requirements

The Notice also makes several proposals concerning
public access to information on children's programming.
Tribune submits, for reasons explained below, that all of

them are unnecessary.

First, the Notice proposes that stations'
children's programming reports be required to “include the
name of and method for contacting the person at the station

responsible for collecting comments on the station's
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compliance with the [Act].” Id., 6322. Second, the Notice
suggests that the children's reports “should be physically
separated from the rest of the material in the public
inspection file ... so that parents and other interested
parties can view the information without having to search
through other unrelated materials.” Id., 6323. Finally,
the Notice asks whether licensees should be obligated to
publicize the existence and location of their children's

programming reports periodically over the air. Id.

Tribune believes all of these measures are
unnecessary. Anyone calling a Tribune station to request
information or make comments about children's programming is
directed to the Programming Department. The station
receptionist knows to direct members of the public in this
manner, whether they visit or call on the telephone. There
is no need for this information to be inserted in a report

and stored in a file cabinet.

Likewise, there is no need to physically separate
the children's programming reports from the rest of the
public file. The children's reports, at most stations, are
the largest single part of the public file, because detailed
quarterly reports are required by Commission rules. Not
only are they impossible to miss, but any visitor who wishes
to inspect the children's programming reports at a Tribune
station will be shown those reports immediately, rather than

being left to search for themn.
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More importantly, Tribune is constrained to report
that in the four years that the Act's programming

requirements have been in effect, only three members of the

public — a graduate student and two FCC field inspectors —
have visited Tribune's eight television stations to examine

their children's programming reports.

Tribune does not believe this is due to failure to
advertise the public file's existence. The stations' actual
program offerings are of much greater interest to the
public. Every station is listed in the local telephone
directory and all of them receive frequent phone calls and
letters about program schedule changes, good movies,
unpopular shows and other programming matters. In short,
viewers know how to find stations and communicate their
views. But the stations have received few, if any, calls,
letters or other communications from parents, children or
other members of the public about their educational and
informational children's programming. Tribune doubts that
public announcements about the children's reports would
generate any greater public response. Tribune's observation

is that viewers are interested in what they see on the air.

Quarterly programming reports provide a summary of
the station's efforts for internal review and analysis, and
for later examination by the Commission. The public has
shown little interest in them. The Commission should spend

little or no time concerning itself with increasing the
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amount of information that goes into the reports, or in
advertising their existence to the public. Efforts directed
to programming will generate a much greater return on the
station's investment of resources than announcing the

location of a report in a file.
CONCLUSION

Tribune believes it would be unlawful for the
Commission at this stage to adopt a mandatory minimum
standard for educational and informational children's
programming. Accordingly, we have not commented on the
specifics of the Commission's proposal in that regard.
Likewise, because the Commission is not in possession of
reliable information on the amount of programming being
broadcast to serve children's educational and informational
needs, it is premature to craft even a “safe harbor” policy
statement. The Commission must monitor the children's
television marketplace and study the results. It can then

propose rules based on an adequate factual record.

Few changes to the Commission's existing rules and
policies on children's programming are necessary at this
point. It would be useful for the Commission to adopt a
definition of “core” programming that underscores that
programs may combine education and entertainment. The
Commission otherwise should adhere to the intent of Congress
that broadcasters be given maximum flexibility to discharge

their obligations to serve the children's audience in good
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faith. The Act has been in effect for only four years, and
the marketplace is still developing. The Commission should
not send a chill over the market by adopting overly
technical, burdensome regulations which would be unlikely,
in any event, to yield the benefits to children that

Congress envisioned.
Respectfully submitted,

TRIBUNE BROADCASTING COMPANY

i

Charles J. Sennet

435 North Michigan Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60611
(312) 222-4121

Its Attorney

Dated: October 16, 1995
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‘Spidey’ Goes
Back-To-The-Future

By KENNETH M. CHANKO

TUNEIT

SUNDAY

9:30 a.m. (13) Mister Rogers.
The Neighborhood's garbage prob-
lem is solved through a cooperative
effort. (*) {CC)

10:30 a.m. (13) Magfic School Bus.
Ms. Frizle’s class experiences sound
firsthand at the spooky mansion that
houses the audio museum. (*) (CC)
MONDAY

7:30 a.m. (41) Club de los Tigritos.
Un grupo de ninos presenta juegos,
historias educativas y divertidas sobre
animales, ecologia y otros topicos
de interes. (*)

. . 9:00 a.m. (13) Lamb Chop’s
id-’90s Saturday morn- the actual stories from the origi- Play-Along. Charlie Horse finds
ing cartoon television nal comic books, with all those | amb Ghop's chicken pox hilarious
has finally caught up great old villains. As much as gl he gets it too. (*) (CC)

with early-'60s “Spider-Man” comic possible, we wanted to create a
books. cartoon visualization of the TUESDAY ,

For the past 30 years there comic books.” 9:00 a.m. (13) Lamb Chop's Play-
have been any number of at- Indeed, the appeal of this lat-  Along. Charfie Horse learns he doesn't
tempts to transform the exploits est “‘Spider-Man,” which has  hévetoimpress his real fiends. (*) (CC)
of the wondrous wall-crawler — been tops in the Saturday morn- WEDNESDAY
who debuted as the first teen ing ratings in the 2-to-11 group 10:30 a.m. (13) Storytime. Lucy

comic-book superhero in 1962 —
into a kids TV cartoon series.
I grew up on a bunch of late-

for the past four months, is that
the series has the whiff of the
original.

reads “The Adventures of Taxi Dog™;
“Clean Your Room, Harvey Moon"
with Fefton Perty; “Dear Mr. Blue-

'60s syndicated episodes: CBS The only “‘refinement” this  peny.” (*) (CC)

took a crack at it with “The time out is the liberal use of 12:00 p.m. (NICK) BMly Bunny's

Amazing Spider-Man,” circa computer animation, which gives Animal Songs. Bily Bunny gathers

1978-'79; there was also NBC's the show a smooth and fluid animal songs from the forest.

early-'80s effort, improbably quality. Remember, “X-Men”

dubbed “Spider-Man and His fans, that “Spider-Man™ was the :gUROD:Y the Sck

Amazing Friends.” original angst-ridden teen super- p.m. (25) Nyo and how It
But the latest “Spider-Man” hero, who had to battle personal M\::“nmm (%) «';:'

series (Saturdays at 10 a.m.), crises of confidence along with acts wh m )

which debuted on Fox in early the dastardly villains. FRIDAY

February, is without question the Such classic, resonant villains 10:30 a.m. (13) m Fred

most faithful to the original
comics. In fact, according to the
legendary Mr. Marvel, Stan Lee,
who created the superhero at
Marvel Comics and is an execu-
tive producer of the series, this
is the first time he and others at
Marvel have been able to harken
back unhindered to create an
unadulterated cartoon Spidey.

“In the past the television
executives thought they had to
refine the ‘Spider-Man’ comic
books,” said Lee. N

“In one of the |ncamatlons. I

as Dr. Octopus and Mysterio have
already popped up in recent
episodes, and this Saturday, in
the first of a three-parter called
“The Alien Costume,”’ we’ll get
our first glimpse of the dreaded
Venom.

In the handsome, retro-classic
“Spider-Man,” I've finally found
at least one top-rated network
kids show that I can enthusiasti-
cally get behind.

AND DON'T MISS:
WNET/Ch. 13’s ambitious “Act
Against Violence Day’’ on Sat-

Savage shares “Watly the Wimp" and
*“The Mitten""; Leah Komaiko reads

 “Earf’s Yoo OooHar Me.” () (CC).

-mmm ™ (00)

can’t remember which one, they urday, which will feature 15
insisted Peter Parker have a hours of taped and live shows, ,
puppy dog,” he continues. “Also, including “In the Mix,” “Front- " Pmmm n”.u check Iater
until now, we've never been line’” and other themed pro- '{B’ﬂ‘# !
afforded the opportunity to use grams. a i
4.0 NEW YORK VUE - DAILY NEWS
'
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Sunday

9am. Ghostwriter (CC) The team's efforts to
stop the slime monster backfire when he grows
even bigger. 31571
9:30 a.m. 5§ The Big Comfy Couch {CC) Jug-
gnng the Jitters. Loonette gets the jitters. 597587
a.m. NICK Aaahh!!! Real Monsters Oblina Biob
Sits/Cold Hard Toenails. Oblina minds an obnox-
ious blob; Ickis gets rich; guest Jonathan Winters.
7

55639

11 a.m. NICK The Adventures of Pete and Pete
Sick Day. Little Pate feigns illness. 596755

11:30 a.m. DiS Kids, Inc. (CC) The Boy Who Cried
Gorilla. Only Richie sees an escaped gorilla.
310910

1:30 p.m. {7) Jack Hanna's Animal Adventures
Some Ruff and Grizzly Characters. Animal trainer
Doug Seus. 77129

2 p.m. DIS Faerie Taie Theatre (CC) The Pied Piper
of Hameiin. A piper (Eric Idle) rids a town of rats,
receives no pay and so plays a tune to lure chil-
dren away; directed and written by Nicholas Meyer.
3033465

4:30 p.m. NICK Are You Afraid of the Dark? The
Tale of Train Magic. A spirit lures would-be conduc-
tor Tim aboard a ghost train. 791113

4:30 p.m. SHO Degrassi Junior High (CC) Making
Whoopee. Arthur resents his father's girifriend.

480820

5 p.m. FAM The Worid of Peter Rabbit and Friends
(CC) The Tale of Tom Kitten and Jemima Puddie-
Duck. A muddy farmyard troubles Tom Kitten and
Jemima Puddie-Duck. Animated. 398804

ly Ever After: Fairy Tales tor

American “The Valiant Littie Tailor"”; voices by
David Alan Grier, Dawnn Lewis. 150842

Monday

8am. Shining Time Station (CC) Crackpot.
Kara ly breaks Stacy's tea set. 2031359

10 a.m. NCK Allegra’s Window Mr Own Monster.
Rondo and Riff pretend monstars lurk in their play

fort. 934137
10:25 a.m. (1) The Puzzie Place (CC) Tippy Woo.
nd an old, battered teddy bear.

The kids

97730243
10:30 a.m. NKCK Guilah Gultah isiand The School
Show. Shaina and Sara visit kinde! . 683866
11 a.m. NICK Water of Life Three princes seek
maglc water to save their father. Animated.

3: 30 p.m. (1) Btii Nye the Science Guy (CC)
Reptiles. Reptiles’ temperatures depend on envi-
ronment. 9717

4 p.m. (5? Where In the World is Carmen
Sand| (CC) Evil to the Core. Knaemoi siurps
u the 's center. 154205

p.m. NICK Clarissa Explains It All (CC) Par-
entswgho Say No. Clarissa yeams for an aduit job.
73935

5 p.m. DIS Charlie Brown and Snoopy You're the

reatest, Charlie Brown. Charlie participates in a
Junior Olympics decathlon. 434953
5 p.m. NICK Salute Your Shorts Sponge Saga.
ponge enters a call-in radio contest. 842755

Watch “Bill Nye the Science Guy,” week-
days at 3:30 p.m. on WTTW-ch. 11.

4p B Where in the Worid Is Carmen
Sandlcqo? (CC) E Plunbus Stoal 'Em. Double
Trouble take the

4 p.m. DS Klds, inec. g ) Russlan 101. Ryan
meets & Russian ballet dancar 562847

5 p.m. NICK Salute Your Shorts Night at the The-
atre. Dina stars in a camp production of “Cin-
derella.” 4409

7 p.m. 018 lluppch at Wait Disney Worid (CC)
Kermit and friends stop at Walt Disney World on
the way to Paradise Swamp for the annual frog fes-
tival. 893731

Wednesday

7:30 a.m. 3D Lamb 's Play-Along (CC) Tat-
tietale. Shar} teaches Lamb Chop not to tattle.

17580
11 a.m. NICK Four Accomplished Brothers A man
sends his four sons out to leam a new skill. 183887
11:30 a.m. DS Jim Henson’s the Secret Life of
Toya(CC)Maglcdwyscommnfevmgnﬂndﬂ-

dren are . 441838
3:30 p.m. Bill Nye the Science Guy (CC)
Resplration esplratlon making a model lung;

cigaretie smoke; exercise. 5923
5p.m. USFMNQTM'(CC) Beauty and the
east. A benug (Susan Sarandon) lives with a
beast (Klaus inskl) to save her father; with
njelicd Huston; directed by Floger

900294

5 p.m. 'MCK Salute Your Shorts Treasure of Sara

Madre. Gold fever hits the camp. 833887
6 p.m, DIS Don't Eat the Pictures: Sesame Street
at the n Museum of Art Kermit, Miss
Plggy and other Muppets are locked in the
musoum where they befriend a 4,000-year-old

. 620132

p-m.. OIS The Hardy Boys: Mystery of the
Applogg Treasure A police search turns up

A
Tuesday Thursday
10:25 a.m. The Puzzie Place (CC) Train | 6:30 a.m. SHO OWL/TV (CC) Vancouver aquarium;

Drivin' Kids.
97707915
11 a.m. NICK Old Sultan A woit heips his friend, an

a%n‘? dog, stay useful. Animated. 701625
am. The Kidsongs Television Show

e kids find a radio-controlled train.

{CC) Megan’s Bad Day. Megan worries about the |
e 5668828

arrival of a new sibling; martial eagle.
4 g Lamb Chop’s Play-Along (CC) Have |
ota il tor You. Lamb Chop's friend has a crush
on Hush Puppy. 8606

6

magpie robin; grass snakes; environmentaily
K 61

. §12985
8 a.m. Shining Time Station (CC) Stop the
Press. children start a n r. 2082275
8 a.m. (25 What's Up Network Harlem Glo-

betrotters; travel; helicopters; hot-air balloons.

68782
© 11 a.m. NICK Bremen-Town Musicians Four farm
animals, considered uselees by their owners, form
a group. 472169

11:20 a.m. (f]) The Kidsongs Television Show
(CC) Recycled TV. Recycling; herpetolagist Jules
ivester and his iguana. 5522072
3:30 p.m. (T Bill Nye the Science Guy (CC)
Planets and Moons. Solar system; Jupiter's fea-
t;grgg; Earth's orbit; martian soil; fracking asteroids.

3:30 p.m. (B8 Ghostwriter (CC) Ghostwriter gives
the team clues and speaks 10 Rob. 204256

3:30 p.m. HBO Happily Ever Atter: Fairy Tales for
Every Child (CC) The Valiant Little Tailor. African-
American “The Vallant Little Tailor”; voices by
David Alan Grier, Dawnn Lewis. 216430

4 p.m. B Where in the World Is Carmen
Sandiego? (CC) Nice Geysers Finish Last, Sarah
Nade swipes New Zealand geysars. 216091

4 p.m. DI Kids, Inc. (CC) What's in a Name. The
Kid’s real name is exposed. 290053

Friday

8 a.m. (2B Nick News Chiidren’s television and the
FCC; Spam-carving contest; zoos. 99034

10 a.m. NICK Allegra’s Window Nothing to Do.
Rondo declines Allegra's tea-party invitation.

]

436589
10:25 a.m. (JI) The Puzzle Piace (CC) Gota
Dance. While exploring, Jody and Skye find a
ram. 97638831

strange
11 a.m. Ni I(Th' Man of iron A gentle giant
teaches virtue to a spoiled prince. Animated.

469857

11:20 a.m. (f{) The Kidsongs Television Show
(CC) Professor Majorchord's Music Lesson. Pro-

‘essor Majorchord discusses music. 5599744

11 :30 a.m. DI§ Music Box (CC) For preschooiers.
276522

4 p.m. Where in the World Ia Carmen
Sandiego? (CC) Cheetahs Never Win. Contessa
abducts cheetahs from Africa. 667725

4 p.m. SHO The Busy World of Richard Scarry
The Big Movie/Sneet in Russia/Mr. Frumbie Gets a
Job. 373386

4:30 p.m. NICK Clarissa Explains it Ali (CC) She
Drives Me Crazy. Clarissa entars an essay contest
1o win a car. 671305

Saturday

6:30 a.m. () Adventures in Wonderiand (CC)
The Mirth of a Nation. The queen bumps her funny
bone and outlaws r. 90503

8 a.m. FX Swiss Family Robinson The Treasure.
During a picnic at the foot of a volcano, Jeremiah
finds a map leading to pirate goid. 7482364

9 a.m. G The Addams Family (CC) Animated.
482145

9:30 a.m. BRY Roaid Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes
Children's stories are retold. 753145

10:30 a.m. F&V Kingdom Adventure (CC) Once
Upon a Dream. Pit will reward anyone who can
interpret his dream. 3096139

10:30 a.m. SHO Degrassi Junior High (CC) Mak-
ing Whoopee. Arthur resents his tather’s girifriend.
549954

11:30 a.m. D5 Spaceship Earth: Our Global Envi-

ronment Khrystyne Haje examines environmental
problems from a youth's perspective. 587684

4: 30 p.m. (§) California Dreams (CC) Bllnd
Dates. Sly's blind date is blind. 2232

7 p.m. mxThos.cMWorldofAthlckFalse
Alarms. To avoid a test, Libby pulls the fire alarm.
966961

8:30 p.m. NICK Are You Afraid of the Dark? The
Tale of Locker 22. A '60s ghost haunts a giri's
locker. 981418

10:30 p.m. (X3 The Ride New Orleans. Teen jazz
musicians and a teen couple discuss issues in
New Orieans. 58042
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ABC has a winning entry
with “A Horse for Danny”

BY RAY STACKHOUSE

A parents’ guide to note+
worthy programming for
youngsters. Programs
aspecially suitable for
preschoolers are markede

Finding a champion race-
horse is always, at best,
an odds-on long shot. But
sometimes "all you need
1s a little luck and a littie
magic.” That's whata
groom at a Kentucky sta-
ble tells 11-year-old track-
rat Danielle (Danny) For-
tuna in the 1995 TV-mov-
ie ‘A Horse for Danny."
And as luck would have it,
Danny stumbles across a
potential contender in
Tom Thumb, a hardhead-
ed, hard-charging Thor-
oughbred. The horse may
be a long shot, but the
odds of pleasing young
viewers are in favor of this
stand-up-and-cheer joy
ride, which blasts out of
the gate Saturday on
ABC. Leelee Sobieski,
who bears more than a
passing resemblance to a
young Tatum O’Neal,
piays Danny with perky
precocity reminiscent of
that Oscar winner, minus
the attitude.

Tuesday's CBS Schooi-
break Special, '‘Between
Mother and Daughter,”
covers much the same

Tommy plays Moses as the
Rugrats celebrate Passover.

ground as last week's
ABC Afterschool Special,
“Notes for My Daughter.”
Both are about a teenager
coping with life after her
mother is diagnosed with
breast cancer, both are
emotional and convincing.
The teen daughter in
CBS's offering is played
by A.J. Langer, who creat-
ed a telling portrait of ca-
pricious teenage self-in-
duigence in her role on
My So-Called Life. Here,
her character starts out
with some of the same ca-
priciousness and self-in-
duigence, but that
changes when her mother
{Lindsay Crouse) takes ill.
Nickelodeon's Rugrats
present a child's-eye view
of Passover in an imagina-
tive and meaningfui
prime-time outing on
Thursday. Grandpa Boris
transfixes the kinderlach
with the story behind “'the
greatest holiday of the
year," after he and the

kinder getjocked in the at-
tic. Bratty Angelica con-
jures up an Egypt in which
she is the Pharaoh, Tom-
my is Moses and the rest
of the kids are slaves who
complain that “‘[we] have
to work ali the time; we get
one bottle a day and no
naps; we can't eat or play
or even go potty unless
Pharaoh says so0.”

In The Easter Chip-
munk (Friday at 7 P.M.
{ET} on USA), helium-
voiced brothers Alvin,
I'heodore and Simon en-
gage in some seasonal
chipmunkeyshines when
they mistakenly believe
their Grandpa is the origi-
nal Easter Bunny. Alvin,
who dreams of being his
grandfather’s hare appar-
ent, almost becomes a
basket case trying to
champion Grandpa's
cause.

On Wednesday, Thom-
as the Tank Engine pulls
into Shining Time Station
for the second of four

prime-time PBS stops. In
"“Second Chances,” the
kids learn not to “‘go too
much by first impressions,
peopie can surprise you.”
Those who make initial
bad impressions are Billy
Twofeathers' visiting
nephew, who accidentally
breaks a window and then
lies about it, and Max
Okowsky (Jack Kiugman),
a grizzled senior-citizen
sourpuss who turns out to
be a sweet old man.

What's on for kids

SATURDAY, April 8

® Movie 2 P.M. (5) "Mary Pop-
pins' (1964) % % % % Julie
Andrews (who won an Oscar)
stars as a nanny with magical
powers in Disney's musical
smash.
Movie 8 P.M. (7, 8) "A Horse
for Danny" (Made for TV;
1995) Leelee Sobieski, Robert
Urich.
Movie 9 P.M. (13) “Lili"' (1953)
% % % Lilting musical about
a French orphan.

SUNDAY, April 9

er Be Rich'" (1964) % % Fluft
about an heiress (Sandra
Dee) who takes a phony

| Movie 2 P.M. (FAM) “I'd Rath- ‘

THISWeek
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fiancé to make her dying !
grandfather happy. With Mau- t
rice Chevalier and Robert
Gouilet.

Movie 7 P.M. {DIS) "'Escape
to Witch Mountain" (G; 1874)
% & % Disney yarn about two
psychic orphans on the run
from an evil millionaire.

MONDAY, April 10

Special 8 P.M. (13) “Second
Chances"

THURSDAY, April 13

® Movie 7 P.M. (DIS) "Not Quite
Human' (NR; 1987) w % A
scientist (Alan Thicke) builds a
teenage android (Jay Under-
woaod).

® Rugrats 8 P.M. (NIK)

Movie 1 P.M,, 1:35 A.M. (DIS)
"'Black Beauty” (G; 1971) %%
., Anna Sewell's equine classic.
TUESDAY, April 11

SchoolbreaQ.Special 4PM.
(2) "Between Mother and
Daughter”

WEDNESDAY, Aprit 12
© Shining Time Station Family

FRIDAY, April 14

Movie 1:05 P.M. (TBS) “The
Incredible Mr. Limpet" (1964)
* % Don Knotts turns into an
animated fish, swimming
away from the life of a shy
bookkeeper

Some programs may have oth-
er airplays. For additional air-
plays, check the listings.

TV SCRAMBLR®

BATMAN & FRIENDS

across or diagonally.
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Find the words from the puzzle list. They can be read up, down, backwards,
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UTILITY BELT .
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FOR THE KIDSE
SUNDAY ing sign language, guiding the bind and

10 a.m. (DIS) Hey There, it's Yogl Bear
Yogi and Boo Boo leave Jeltystone Nationai
Park to rescue Cindy Bear from a circus
owner in this 1964 animated feature.

TUESDAY

1 p.m. (DIS) White Wilderness The Oscar-
winning 1958 documentary about the Arctic
includes polar bears, lemmings, the musk ox
and Beluga whales.

WEDNESDAY

8 p.m. (DIS) The Great Muppet Caper
Charles Grodin joins the Muppets in this
1981 famiiy movie.

SATURDAY

6 a.m. € Jack Hanna's Animal Adven-
tures Today's episode is about dogs with
special skills that help people understand-

sniffing out drugs.
7:30 a.m. ) Wide World of Sports for
Kids At the peak of the season, Maria
Sansone looks at the worid of Thoroughbred
racng.
9 s.m. (HBO) Happily Ever After: Fairy
Tales for Every Child An African American
version of “The Vahant Littte Tailor" includes
voices by David Alan Gner and Dawnn
Lewis
11 a.m. (PSM) Black Beauty The 1934
movie version of the familiar Anna Sewell
novel stars Sean Bean and David Thewlis.
Aiso shown at 7:30 p.m.
11:30 a.m. (DIS) Muppets at Walt Disney
World Kermit and friends stop at Walt
Disney Worid on the way to Paradise
Swamp for the annual trog festivai.
Noon (SHO) Chitty Chitty Bang Bang The
1968 movie version of lan Fleming's kids®
story aboul a magrcal car stars Dick Van
Dyke and Sally Ann Howes.
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BY RAY STACKHOUSE

A parents’ guide to note-
worthy programming for
youngsters. Programs
especially suitable for
preschoolers are markede

“When the Pirates of the
Caribbean {at Disneyland]
breaks down, the pirates
don't eat the tourists,” ob-
serves one of the scien-
tists in “*Jurassic Peri.”
And when the genetically
engineered dinosaur in-
habitants of the island
park's “biological pre-
serve' start running amok
and dining on human su-
shi, the attraction loses its
attraction. Steven Spiel-
berg’s monster 1993 hit
roars onto NBC Sunday
tor three glorious hours.
And what a thrifl ride! A
top-notch cast features
Sam Neill, Laura Dern,
Richard Attenborough and
Jeff Goldblum—but it's the
creatures that star. Cine-
ma beasties have evoived
quite a bit from Godzilla
and Gorgo, and the indus-
trial Light and Magic spe-
cial-effects wizards have
created some remarkable
predatory terrors for this
* % % adventure. Now, be
torewarned: a couple of
not-30-good guys get dis-
patched in grisly ways,
and there are a number of

THISWeek

FOR CHILDREN ¥

A trip to “Jurassic Park”;
“Freaky Friday” revisited

Sheliey Long relives her youth

in a remake of “Freaky Friday.”
kids-in-peril scenes that
the very young may find
disturbing.

Disney is on a roll with
TV remakes of the studio’s
venerable theatrical suc-
cesses. Last week they
re-did ‘Escape to Witch
Mountain,” and on Satur-
day the studio and ABC
offer a refreshing retake
on “Freeky Friday."” The
1995 update receives
sure-handed direction
from Melanie Mayron {(of
thirtysomething tame) and
features TV veteran Shel-
ley Long and young Gaby
Hoftmann as a mother and
her 12-year-old who,
figuratively—and iiteral-
ly—get under each other's
skin. Between the two,
Gaby does grown-up bet-
ter than Shelley does
youngster. in the end,
though, both achieve a
better understanding of
what the other is up
against. Gaby learns

of career and runninga -
family; and Shelley dis-
covers that a kid's life isn't
all fun and games.

The American Experi-
ence serves up an edity-
ing American History 101
lesson with “The Way
Wast." Director Ric Burns'
oxpansive two-part, six-
hour documentary gets
underway Monday on
most PBS stations and
concludes Tuesday. A lot
of ground is covered in
this slowly paced but infor-
mative chronicle of the
settling, or—depending on
whose side you take—un-
settling of the West. De-
scriptions of atrocities vis-
ited upon both home-
stoaders and Native
Americans can be unnerv-
ing for some youngsters,
and Part 2 contains some

- graphic photos of corpses.

HBO's next Happily
Ever After: Fairy Tales for
Every Child travels to
Atfrica to tell the story of
“The Valiant Little Tailor,”
Sunday at 7:30 P.M. (ET].
David Aian Grier gives
voice to the title character,
who overcomes big obsta-
cles—in the form of terri-
ble giants and an imperi-
ous king—to win the hand

~ of a stunning princess.

What's on for kids

SATURDAY, May 6

Movie 11 AM. (HBO) “The
Bear” (PG; 1988) ¥ & & Nice-

about the stress and strain

ly filmed tale of an orphaned

Philadeiphia Edition
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cub flesing hunters with the
ald of a wounded Kodiak.
Movie 8 P.M. (6, 7) “Freaky
Friday" (Made for TV; 1995)
Shelley Long, Gaby Hoff-
mann.

SUNDAY, May 7

Movie 12 noon (FAM) “Wee
Willie Winkie' (1837) ® % %
Superior Shirley Temple vehi-
cle finds her in India with the
E:r“:h Army. Directed by John

Movie 7 P.M. (DIS) “Mother
Goose Rock 'n’ Rhyme” (NR;
1060) % ¥ % Shelley Duvall
heads an ali-star cast in this
musical fantasy. With Jean
Stapleton, Ben Vereen.

Movie 8 P.M. (3, 40, 4)
“Jurassic Park” (1993) X & &
Sam Neilll, Laura Dern.

THISWeek
FOR CHILDREN

MONDAY, May 8

" Movie 12 noon, 3:20 AM.
(DIS) “The Parent Trap” (NR;
1961) % %  Disney feature
with Hayley Mills in dua! roles,
teenage twins trying to reunite
their divorced parents.

WEDNESDAY, May 10

® Movie 12:30 P.M. (AMC)
“Babes in Toyland" (1934)
W % Laurel and Hardy
march with wooden soldiers.

FRIDAY, May 12

Movie 7:30 A.M. (MAX) "Oli-
ver!” (G; 1868) % % # % Carol
Reed’s Oscar-winning musi-
cal version of “Oliver Twist.”
Movie 4 P.M. (LIF) “Mother's
Day on Waitons Mountain™

{1982) % w TV-movie about
the travails of the Virginia fam-
ity based on the recoliections
of novelist Earl Hamner Jr.
Movie 5 P.M. (DIS) “Rock 'n’
Roll Mom" (NR; 1988) % &
She's Dyan Cannon,
housewife-turned-singer, in
this Disney comedy. With
Heather Locklear.

Movie 8:30 P.M., 2:30 A.M.
(DIS) "A Mother's Courage:
The Mary Thomas Story"
(NR; 1889) w & Fact-based
story about & poor woman's
siruggles 1o raise her famity
(including future basketbafl
star isiah Thomas). Alfre
Woodard stars.

Some programs may have oth-
or airplays. For additional air-
plays, check the listings.
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BROADWAY
FRAN DRESCHER
FAMILY
FUNNY
GRACE
MAGGIE
MAXWELL
NANNY
PRODUCER
QUEENS
UNIQUE
WARDROBE
WIDOWED




