
Reasons Difficult for Respondent to Call Phone Company Table 4.3

As noted earlier, most non-customers say they would find it easy to call the phone company; just 22 % say it would be difficult.
However, there were some who say it would be only "somewhat easy" so that, in_k.ltaI, 33~ say it would be less than "very
easy" for them to do so. This group was asked what makes it difficult for"them to do so.

Responses ue shown opposite.

Highlights

Comments relating to the cost of phone service and/or their bill rank hilliest u reasons for findin& it less than easy to call the
phone company (34~). Next in rank are various service related items, e.l. on hold, let nowhere, not helpful and the like:
these are mentioned by 2S. of those who find it less than easy to call. About one in five of those who find it less than very
easy to call cites lanpage problems (19C1).

By company: Reasons given vary little by company.

By ethnidty/nce: LD Hispanics cite three reasons for fmding it diffICult to call: feeliftls of beiDa unable to pay, feelings that
the phone company would not be responsive and feelings about needing Spaniah (all rouahlyequal). For NLD Hispanics, it is
mostly related to not beiDa able to pay. For Blacks, it is mostly related to complaints about the service response. For Whites, it
is mostly about not being able to pay (similar to NLD Hispanics).

NOTB: Wlaile one sees some differences here, it should be noted that IIIlODI all groups only a minority rands it diffICUlt to call
the phone compIAy. Typically, those who do are concerned about three thInp: ability to pay, service response when they call
and, for ..... dependent Hispanics, the need for Spanish.
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How Phone Company Could Make It Easier to Get Service

Non-customers

(

HIma:.:.:;:nlc:....-__
1m LQ NUl IJIGk WbJlI!mil

%
YIE fa
% % % % % % %

% Less than very easy to call

Things phone company could do
to make it easier (volunteered) -

Make it cheaper/lower rates

33

56

32 33

68 55

35 44 22 30 27

58 59 53 42 62

18 31

5 9

26 28 17 34 43

8 8 8 12 6

Make payments lower,
pay in installments

Don't ask for SSt, ID

Lower deposit

30

8

6 5 6 4 5 1 12

Base (183) (91) (92) (f f6) (84) (32) (37) (23)

SoUla:Q.42,44f1C) 0nIr .....GI_lIIIIl5"'oI~........... Field Research Corporation ~~~~~~~
4.4
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How Phone Company Could Make It Easier to Get Service Table 4.4

All those who said it was less than "very easy" for them to call the phone company to ask about service were asked what the
phone company could do to make it easier for them to get telephone service. J'

Responses are shown opposite.

Highlights

When asked what the telephone company could do to make it easier for them to get phone service, the suuestions have almost
entirely to do with rates/cost of service: 56% say to make it cheaper and 30~ want the payments to be lower or to be able to
pay in installments. Thus, when these 33 % non-customen talk about it beiaa difficult to caD the phone company, they are
almost always tbinking of the cost of service rather than how the phone company handles the call.

8~ of the 33. mention not asking for identification; this translates to 3~ of all non-eustomers.

By company: -Make payments lower / pay in installments- is mentioned by more Pacific Bell non-customen than om non­
customen.

By ethDldty/rac:e: Bases are very small. No major differences are seen.
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Contacts with GTE/Pacific Bell and Satisfaction with Handling

Non-customers IIItched CuItImers
~nlc

ImII ·mE fI Im J.D NLIlIllGkWbllt ImII m:E fI
% % % % % % % 0/0 0/0 0/0 %

Have tried to contact 43 38 43 38 36 43 48 51 NA NA NA

Have not 57 62 57 62 64 58 52 49
Base (571) (288) (283) (347) (205) ·(142) (115) (94)

Among those who have
tried to contact-

Very satisfied 56 56 56 64 55 77 36 58 87 82 87
Somewhat satisfied 16 11 16 13 13 13 18 19 5 9 5
Somewhat dissatisfied 12 10 12 11 18 2 22 7 3 3 3
Very dissatisfied 16 21 15 11 14 8 25 14 2 3 2

% Dissatisfied 28 31 28 23 32 10 47 20 5 6 5
% Less than very satisfied 43 42 43 35 44 23 64 39 10 15 10

Base (230) (109) (121) (126) (66) (60) (53) (48) (566) (287) (279)

Projected to total-

% Dissatisfied 12 12 12 9 12 4 23 10 5 6 5
% Less than very satisfied 18 16 18 13 16 10 31 20 10 15 10

lioIIaI:Q.I3, 14ftC).Q.13(C1 NA: HaI......-.................1IIIIIIlI ..1Int ...................,. R Id R h C "e esearc orpora on
4.5 1IJ5'1!Urr'OOOIID_TAIUS -'51



Contacts with GTE/Pacific Bell and Satisfaction with Handling Table 4.5

Non-customers were asked if they had ever tried to call GTE/Pacific Bell and, if so, how satisfied they were with how their call
was handled.

Responses are shown opposite.

Highlights

43~ of the non-eustomers say they have had a contact with the pIIone company named in the question: GTH in GTB areas,
PacifIC Bell in Pacific Bell areas. This is somewhat lower than the 6S~ who say they have bad phone sclVice; this could be due
to the high mobility among non-customers, i.e. they could have had service with GTB and moved to a PacifIC Bell area or vice
versa.

In any event, while S6" were "very satisfied" with the contact, many were not and 28" express outright dissatisfaction.

By company: satisfaction with the contact does not vary by company.

By etuldty/race: Blacks are the least well satisfied with how their call wu bandied: 47~ dissatisfied.

Cempand to _tcIIed Cllltemers: Matched customers tend to be much more satisfied with their contacts with GTE and/or
Pacific Bell. 11Iis miles the question of how much of the non-eustomen' m-tisfIction is due to inability to get service and
how much is due to other fIIctors. The next chart attempts to ...... this laue.
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Reasons/or Feeling Less than Very Satisfied with Contact

Non-customers IIItched customers
~nlc

ImIl mE fI --1m--LD .tIJl1IIGkWbIIt JJltII 1UE fI
% % % % % % % % 0/0 % %

% Tried to contact and
less than very satisfied (a) 43 42 43 35 44 23 64 39 10 15 10

Among this group, reason(s)
given for dissatisfaction
(volunteered) -

Billing/payment problems 34 35 34 37 34 44 37 25 18 24 17

Reps rude, pushy, not helpful 25 28 25 22 22 23 23 34 13 22 12

On hold too long 18 4 19 19 20 17 18 16 28 26 29

Ask for SSt, ID, papers 8 4 9 5 7 - 18

Surcharges/rates (any) 5 6 4 1 1 1 6 9 6 10 5

Transferred a lot - - - - - - - - 8 2 9

Took too long to fix problem 4 2 4 lie lie - 6 8 11 - 12

Base (100) (46) (54) (48) (27) (21) (32) (18) (64) (40) (24)

·l....O.5'
0nIr ......... _ ....5'." NDn~ or CuIleMIII ... sIIoIm.
Soua:Q.I4. 15fI:~Q.I4(CJ III AI ..............IO ..VI COIUdId.......ClIIIIPIIl¥.

Field Research Corporation
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Reasoos for Feeling Less than "Very Satisfied" with Contact

Highlights ...

Table 4.6

As shown opposite, it seems clear that much of the expressed dissatisfaction among non-eustomers with bow their call was
handled centers on billing issues: about one-third cite this as the reason. Another 2S~ complain about the representatives, e.g.
"rode", "pushy", "not helpful". Others cite complaints about being on hold.

Only 8~ of the 43. less than very satisfied (3. overall) specifically cite dissatisfaction with beinc asked for identification, e.g.
Social Security Number, Driver's License and/or other In.

By company: Bases are very smaD, but it appears that the nature of the complaints are about the same for both companies.

By ethaidty/raa: Bases are very small here, too, but the rank Older of complaints is about the same among aJIlftJUpS -­
billiDa isaaes, then the responsiveness of the reps lAd then being kept on hold.

c......... to _tdaed CIISt.....-s: Matched customers are much more likely than non-eultomen to be satisfied with how their
call wu baadIed.
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Extent to Which ~·elt.Pressured i"to Buying'

Non-customers IIItched CUItoIRarI
~Ic

ImiI GI£ fI :rm J.D NUlIIIGkW.bb ImII mE fI
% 0/0 % - % --'0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0

% Have tried to contact GTE/PB 43 38 43 38 36 43 48 51 NA NA NA

Amon, this group, percent
who say they -

Felt pressured (a) 8 8 8 6 3 9 11 10 2 3 2
Happened-

Less than 3 mos ago 4 3 4 2 • 4 9 3 1 1 •
Within 3-12 mos 3 2 3 4 3 4 1 4 1 1 1
More than 12 mos ago 1 3 1 • - • • 4 1 1 1

End up getting it?
No 4 6 4 4 3 4 7 4 1 2 1
Yes 4 2 4 2 - 4 4 6 1 1 1

Request it be stopped!
removed?

No 3 - 3 2 - 4 - 6 • • *
Yes 1 2 1 • - • 4 • •

Did not feel pressured 92 93 92 95 97 91 89 90 83 94 82
Not reported - - - - - - - - 15 3 16

Base (tried to conlact) (230) (109) (121) (126) (66) (60) (53) (48) (566) (287) (279)

'.1 ...........- ............,..,.,·,..,....,.......•..·
NA: ............_____..--......-............,lIlipllllll ClIIIIIIIIlJ.

liolnI:Q.11, 1"17.1"11f£1;Q.11.1"17.11{C~_ •u.1IIIIl0.5'" Field Research Corporation
4.7 n_,..rrlOOOlllO_TAIU! .-.SJ



Extent to Which Felt Pressured into Buying Table 4.7

In a further attempt to understand how past experiences with the telephone company might affect non-eustomers' inclinations to
contact the phone company, all those who had contacted the phone company were .,ked if they had ever fek pressured into
buying something that they did not want or did not feel they needed. Responses are shown opposite.

HighU,hts

Relatively few (just 8~) of the non-customers who have contacted the telephone company say that they felt pressured into buying
a service or product that they did not want. About half of these (4~ in total) say they ended up JdtinI that service and most of
them did not n:quest it be stopped or removed. This means 3~ in total of those who contacted the telephone company (mostly
within the past year) felt that they were pressured into buying a service that they did not want, apparently were aware of this but
did not request that it be removed. It is not known what the service WH.

By c:oDqIallJ: This does not vary by company.

By ethnlcity/nce: Blacks are the most likely of the groups to feel that they were pressured into buying something they did not

want: II ".

C8IIIpand to matched aastomen: While incidence of feeling pressure is low among all groups, it is a little higher among non­
customers than IIBOIII customers.

NOTB: Field Research conducts an "external audit" of PacifIC Bell's representatives' handling of service orders. This has
estabIiIbed 2" H the benchmark for feeling pressure. The 8~ seen among non-cuJtomers is higher than this benchmark, but it
should be noted that these are NON-customers where there may "ve been other discussions (e.g. about their bill) that could
have beeR iBIerpIaed as wpressurew. Half of the 8~ did not end up aettinI the service; thus, the pen:entage that ended up with a
service they did not want is 3" which is not signulCantly above the benchmark established for wpressurew in the Service Order
Monitor. l

1Snvice 0rtl6 JIoftlIor ntpOns an tkli1l'e1Wl at quartnly iItIDwI& to PaciJfc Bel, tINl dw OIIlfomltr Public Ulililia Commi.uion.
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Examines:

(

Chapter 5.0 Perceived Affordability of Phone Service and
Its Effect on Having/Not Having Phone Service

Perceived affordability ofphone service

Perceptions of cost to have phone service

Factors that affect perceived qJ{ordablUty

(

A.1s0 compares non-customers' perceptions ofaffordabiUty and cost ofphone service with matched customers to
ascenain the imponance of these factors in differentiating those who havete~ service from those who do
not.

II :!!If.l\.....10'..... \OO!h..v (l4



Basis for Perception of Affordability of Telephone Service

Perceived affordability of phone service can be influenced by a number of factors. One of these is perceptions of the cost to
have telephone service.

Accordingly, prior to being asked their perceptions of the affordability of telephone service, non-customers were asked a series
of questions to detennine their perceptions of:

the cost to buy the telephone itself
the charge to start up service
whether a deposit is required, and, if so, how much

and, fmally,

what they think it would cost them each month to have telephone service, "thinking about how you would use the
phone".

Responses to these questions are shown and discussed on the following pages.

I I2561\np1\dooncSrev

)

6S

)
"



( (

Perceived Affordability ofPhone Service

IIVery easy II Somewhat easy ~ Somewhat difficult

Non-customers ----­
(GTE & PH combined)

(0-571)

GTE
(0-288)

(

11III Very difficult D Can't say

Pacific Bell
(0-283)

Soua: T..... U FI.,d R.search Corpotatlon !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~
S.l
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Perceived Affordability of Phone Service Tabk 5.1

Following a series of questions to detennine their perceptions of the cost of phone .Jervice (the phone itself, starting service,
whether a deposit is required and what they thought the monthly bill would be if they had service), IlOIl-C8StOIfte were asked:
"Based on whal you lhink il COIU. do you feellekphone service for you would be... very ttJSy 10 tljJbrrl.~ eJJSY 10 offord,
somewhal diJlicult 10 aJforrl or wry dllJicult 10 aJford?"

Responses are shown opposite.

Hi6hli,hts

About three in ten non-eustomers (29~) say it would be "very easy" to afford telephone service, another 3S~ say it would be
"somewhat easy".

One-fourth of the non-eustomers (2Sti) say it would be "difficult": 13. "somewhat" difficult and 12~ "very" difficult.

Some (II ti) could not say.

Thus, there are 29~ for whom affordability does not appear to be a muon for DOt having phone service (the "very easy" group).
There are another 3S" where it could be part of the problem, but ....... aot tile~r impediment (the "somewhat easy"
group). This leaves about one in four (2S~) where perceived iMbiIitJ to'" phone service is Ubly to be the~r reason
they don't have the service. About one in nine (II.) has not formed. opiIliaa about the affordability of telephone service, i.e.
they do not know if they could afford it or not.
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PerceivedAffordability ofPhone Service
(Based on What Respondent Thinks It Would Cost)

(

Non-customers
HJlpanlc

ndII GIE fI :rm LD NLD .. WbIII
% % 0/0 % % % 0/0 0/0

Based on wluJt think it costs,
feel it would be -

Very easy to afford 29 33 29 26 21 34 33 34

Somewhat easy 35 30 36 36 43 25 34 35

Somewhat difficult 13 12 13 14 14 14 8 14

Very difficult 12 12 12 13 10 19 10 11

Can't say 11 12 10 10 13 6 15 7

Difficult 25 25 25 27 23 33 17 24

Less than very easy 60 55 60 63 66 59 52 59

Base (571) (288) (283) (347) (205) (142) (115) (94)

s-e: Q.S7\NC1 Field Research Corporation !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~
S.2
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Perceived Affordability of Telephone Service

The table opposite shows perceived affordability of telephone service by company and by ethnicity/race.
...

Hixhlights

Table 5.2

By company: Non-eustomers in GTE's area view the affordability of telephone service pretty much the same as do those in
Pacific BeU's area.

Byetbnlclty/race: While there are some differences in the degree of easeldifficulty of affording telephone service between the
ethnic/racial groups, the overall pattern is very much the same with more saying it is at least somewhat easy than saying it is
difficult. Black and LD Hispanics are a little less likely than others to have an opinion about the affotdability of telephone
service: IS~ ad 13~ can't say vs. 611 for NLD Hispanics and 7ti for Whites. When these are removed, one sees little
difference between the JIOUPS.

Hiapanic

Total LD NLD Black White
ti ti ti ti ti

Very easy to afford 29 24 37 39 36

Somewhat easy 40 49 27 41 38

Somewhat difficult 16 16 16 9 IS

Very diffICult IS II 21 II II

Difficult 31 27 36 21 26
Less than very easy 71 76 63 61 64

Bue (311) (176) (135) (97) (14)
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Perceptions of Cost to Have Phone Service Table 5.3

Non-eustomen were asked a series of questions to detennine their knowledge and percepti9ns of the cost to get telephone
service.

8;6"li6""

Cost to buy telephone itself: Most estimates of the cost to buy a telephone are in the $15 to $49 range. The median is $22; the
average (mean) is SJ6. 17~ could not say what it would cost.

Charge to start service: Estimates of the cost to start service varied widely from under $30 (22S) to $30 - $49 (21 S) to $50 or
more (28~). The median is $36; the mean is $58. About three in ten (29S) could not say wbat it would cost.

Deposit R'JqUirement: Only 19~ do not think a deposit is required; 59S believe that it is required and 22 S don't know.
Among those who think it is required, the median amount is $48 and the mean is $72.

By eompaay: For the most part, non-eustomen in GTB areas have about the same perceptions of these costs u those in Pacific
Bell areas; however, the averaae expected price of a phone and averqe deposit is higher among Pacific Bell's non-eustomers
than OTB's.

By edanldty/raee: White non-eustomers perceive the one-time costs for service (phone, iD$tallation, deposit) to be much higher
than Black or IIiIpIaic lIOIl-customen. LD Hispanic non-eustomen tend, if anything, to think the start-up costs would be lower
than do their NLD CCMlteqJUts.

HOTS: Perceptions of these costs also need to be examined by past experience with telephone service. This is done on Tables
5.5 and 5.6.
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PerCeplf,OnS ofCost to Have Phone Service

Non-customers
HllHnlc

ImIl GIE fI :rm J.D .tU IJIGk WbIII
% % % % % % Ok °/0

Cost to buy phone
Under $15 11 14 10 9 7 13 14 11
$15-49 59 62 59 64 66 61 61 48
$50 or more 14 12 14 13 10 17 6 22

Mean $ 36 28 37 30 29 32 24 60
Median $ 22 20 20 20 20 22 20 25

Don't know 17 13 17 14 17 9 20 20
Charge to start service

Under $30 22 18 22 24 29 17 25 14
$30-49 21 26 20 24 26 21 15 19 .
$50 or more 28 26 29 21 14 33 29 44

Mean $ 58 52 59 46 36 62 57 84
Median $ 36 38 36 31 28 43 39 47

Don't know 29 31 29 31 31 29 31 24
Deposit required 59 57 60 52 53 52 74 62

Mean $ 72 59 73 65 58 78 63 95
Median $ 48 41 49 47 39 56 48 55

No deposit 19 22 18 22 23 21 10 18
Don't know 22 22 22 26 24 27 15 19

Bale (571) (288) (283) (347) (205) (142) (115) (94)
5olIcI: 0.52. sa. 54. 55f4C) Reid ReSBllrch Corporation

5.3
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Perception of What Total Monthly Bill Would Be Table 5.4

After being asked what they think it would cost to buy a phone, to get service started and the deposit, non-customers were asked
"After the phone line is turned on, thinking about how you would use the phone, wIJat do you think your total monthly bill would
be?"

Hi,lIli1lat,

Most non-eustomen could make an estimate of what they thought their monthly bill would be if they had telephone service; just
19~ could not do this.

Estimated cost of monthly service varies quite a bit: 19" think it would be less than $20, another 23" think it would be SSO or
more and 39" think it would be between $20 and $49. The median is $29; the mean is $42.

By coat...y: Non-eustomers in GTE areas tend to think their monthly bill would be higher than do those in Pacific Bell's
areas. This is due to higher percentages of Hispanics among GTE's non-eustomer pool (see below).

Byethnldty/race: Looking at the average anticipated monthly bills, NlD Hispanics think it would be higher than do LD
Hispanics, Blacks, or Whites: $49 vs. $42, $40 and $38 respectively.
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Perception ofWhat Total Monthly Bill Would Be (A)

Non-customers
tDIDIntc

ImIJ m:E fa lit J.g MJl IJIGk YlbIII
0/0 % % 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0

Think monthly biB would be -

Less than $10 5 2 5 3 3 4 7 5

$10-19 14 II 14 12 14 8 7 23

$20-29 17 15 17 17 15 20 18 16

$30-49 22 21 22 24 24 24 21 22

$50-99 15 22 15 18 14 23 15 II

$100 or more 8 13 8 9 7 13 10 6

Mean $ 42 57 40 45 42 49 40 38

Median $ 29 38 28 30 28 35 28 23

Don't know/no idea 19 16 19 18 23 10 22 18

Base (571) (288) (283) (347) (205) (142) (115) (94)

(A) liAfter the phone line is turned on, thinking about how you would use the phone"

5ouIce:Q.5I1fC) Field Research Corporation ~~!!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!!!~
5.4
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Perceptions of Cost to Have Phone Service

o By Past Experience with Telephone Service

Table 5.5

J'

The table opposite examines perceived costs to have telephone service by those who have had service in the past (total have hads)
and those who have never had it. It also shows perceived costs by those who have had their service disconnected by the
telephone company versus those who decided to stop it themselves and by those who say they had the special, reduced rate
service versus those who say they did not have the reduced rate service.

Highlights

Those who have NBVBR HAD phone service express some lack of knowledge about the costs, especially the cost to start service
(4741 don't know what it costs) and whether a deposit is requited (31" don't know). However, the NBVBR HADs who have
some idea of the costs typically cite amounts that are quite similar to thole who have had service (expect for the deposit -- see
below).

About half of the NBVBR HADs (5341) think a deposit would be required and the average amount cited is $52.

AmoDl those who have had service disconnected by the phone company, SO. think a deposit would be required to start service.
The median amount cited is $71 (i.e. half cite less than $71, half cite more than $71); the mean amount is $89.

'Those who thiDk they had replar rate service are not that diffen:nt from those who think they had the reduced rate service in
terms of what it would cost to buy a phone or pay the deposit. They do, however, think it would cost more to start service.
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Pt:rcepuons ofCust to Have Phone Service

Non-customers
Never Have Company SlIt Reduced Regular

ImIl HId ltId DJaconnecl msccmect BIll BItt
% % %- -..... % % 0/0 %

% of non-customers 100 35 65 36 29 28 29
Cost to buy phone

Under $15 11 10 11 12 10 16 10
$15-49 59 53 62 67 55 65 58
$50 or more 14 9 17 16 18 12 22

Mean $ 36 31 38 32 48 28 50
Median $ 22 20 22 21 24 20 24

Don't know 17 28 10 5 17 7 11
Charge to stllrt service

Under $30 22 20 23 23 24 29 22
$30-49 21 15 24 29 19 32 17
$50 or more 28 19 34 32 35 25 39

Mean $ 58 59 58 64 48 62 54
Median $ 36 30 37 37 38 34 46

Don't know 29 47 19 16 23 15 22
Deposit required 59 53 63 80 44 70 61

Mean $ 72 52 80 89 58 86 76
Median $ 48 38 56 71 46 66 49

No deposit 19 17 20 11 32 18 26
Don't know 22 31 17 9 24 12 13

Base (571) (199) (372) (213) (156) (143) (179)
Soun:t: Q.5t 51. 54.11ftC) Field Research Corporation

5.5
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Perception of What Total Monthly Bill Would Be

o By Past Experience with Telephone Service

Highlights

Table 5.6

Among the NBVBR HADs, there is a sizeable minority (38 %) who have no idea what it could cost to have monthly telephone
service.

Among NBVBR HADs who have some idea of the costs, the averqe estimated monthly bill is $41 -- about the same as for non­
customers who "ve had service.

Those who have had their service disconnected by the phone company estimate their monthly cost would be $4S on average; $30
is the median amount.

Those who had service but decided themselves to stop it don't think their phone bill would be as hiP. on avenae. as those who
had their service disconnected: averqe expected bill -- $38 vs. $4S. The median amount. however, is Ibout the same: $29 and
$30 sugestinJ that the company disconnects include proportionately IIIOIe who expect very hiP mondIIy bills.

Those who had ftJIUlar rate service expect their monthly biDs would be ....r than those who bad nDaced rate service.

NOTB: TIle averap expected monthly bill among all of these groups is in the $40 to $4S range; only about one in five or so
expects it to be less than $20.
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Perception ofWhat Total Monthly Bill Would Be (A)

Non-customers
Never Have Company self Reduced Regular

ImII HId HId DJse;onnecl DJscornct BIll BIll
% % % 0/0 % % %

% of non-customers 100 35 65 36 29 28 29

Think monthly bill
would be-

Less than $10 5 5 5 4 7 6 4

$10-19 14 17 12 11 13 11 11

$20-29 17 11 20 23 15 24 17

$30-49 22 15 26 25 29 26 30

$50-99 15 "8 19 23 15 14 25

$100 or more 8 7 9 10 8 9 9

Mean $ 42 41 42 45 38 39 46

Median $ 29 24 29 30 29 28 34

Don't know/no idea 19 38 9 5 14 11 6

Base (571) (199) (372) (213) (156) (143) (179)

(A) "After the phone line is tllrnet/ on, thinkinR about how you would use the phone"
Soua: Q.1IftCt Field Research Corporation

5.6
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PerceptIons ofeost ojTelephone :lervice
• As Factor Affecting Perceived Affordability

Non-Customers

Perceived Affordability -

Ym..Im SIm1..IIU
% 0/0

DJffImdl
%

(

Cost to buy phone ­
Less than $15
$15 - 29
$30 or more
Don't know

Mean $
Charg~ to sltUt servke ­

Under $30
$30-49
$50 or more
Don't know

Mean $
Deposit

None required
DK if required
Required

Mean $

14 8
45 47
27 32
14 13
."~ ..>.]:.~.'<::.:: .. .;

25 23
24 21
27 29
24 27
49 64

24 19
22 22
~.4d. )i .' ..••.IU\'..&Z ... ,...-!iIM

59 «78

11
39
43
6

21
26
35
18
61

16
14

111
78

Base (178) (186) (142)
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Perceptions of Costs of Telephone Service

o As Factor Affecting Perceived Affordability

Highlight,

J

Table 5.7

As might be expected, there is a relationship between perceived affonlability of telephone service and perceived costs of (a> the
telephone itself, (b) the charge to start service, (c) the belief that a deposit is required and (d) the amount of the deposit required.

Specifically, compared to those who think it would be ·very easy" for them to affonI phone service, those who think it would be
difficult to afford:

(a) are more likely to think it would cost $30 or more to buy a phone

(b) cite higher cost to start service

(c) are more likely to think a deposit is required

(d) cite higher deposit amounts

The deposit and installment costs are more important in detennining perceived affordability than the cost to buy a telephone.
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