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September 12, 1995

Secretary 4L m’””"’l’l’llc.q Nows

Federal Communications Commission L Sy COMMISSyg
14py 4

1919 "M" Street, NW "

Washington, DG 20554 DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINA

Dear Secretary:

My letter is to voice opposition to the "Notice of Proposed Rule Making" which would
considerably tighten rules implementing the Children's Television Act, possibly setting numerical
"quotas" for educational and informational children's programming. [Docket Number - MM
Docket No. 93-48.] Following are the basic reasons for my opposition.

1) The current FCC Rules and The Children's Television Act are working now. New
rules are unnecessary.

2) Broadcasters have, themselves, added significant "educational and informational
children’s programming” showing a clear understanding of the current definition.

3) Making rules which quantify the amount of required programming are unnecessary
because broadcasters are already responding to the Children's Television Act without the
quantified obligation.

4) Quantification can set maximum as well as minimum obligations.
Thank you for giving this matter consideration. We are working to make it better.

Sincer:

Gary Sofir
Vice President
General Manager

cc: Chairman Reed Hundt
Commissioner James Quello
Commissioner Andrew Barrett
Commissioner Susan Ness .
Commissioner Rachelle Chong . ,
NAB Legal Department ri:{ X{gcc%pées rec d—-——/-—_.
Gary Schmedding, Lee Enterprises

e S
6835 North West Highway 24
P.O. Box 2700 Topeka, Kansas 66601-2700

913/582-4000 Tel 913/582-5283 Fax
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Dy,
To: FCC oMy,

In Re: MM Docket 93-48 kgl

As a parent, | feel that it is my responsibility, not the governiment's or other
agency's to to supervise my child's television viewing habits, and feel that
other parents should share the same responsibility.

Therefore, I see no need for mandating childrens’ televison programming by
a source outside the family. As an adult, I enjoy the wide variety of
programming currently available, and am responsible when choosing which
programs my child watches,

Michael Powell
Lucasville, OH
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¥ D Tom Allen
Station Manager

September 11, 1995 UC,T 1 (919) 821-8510
oW

Fax (919) 821-8566

FEDERAL o,

er

MM({'WG” Tions Comm;
Secretary  SECRE Ty IOSION
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M St. NW

Washington, DC 20554 DQCKE‘E FILE COPY ORIGINA

Re: MM Docket No. 93-48.
Ladies and Gentlemen:

As a local television station operating in the Raleigh-Durham market, we wanted to take a moment
to respond to your notice of Proposed Rule Making regarding the Children’s Television Act.

We oppose the concept of a quantitative standard which would set numerical goals for educational
and informational children’s programming. We feel that this action is unnecessary. According to
the results of a recent NAB survey, broadcasters have “significantly increased children’s
educational and informational programming in response to the Children’s Television Act.”

In addition, our station spends time and money investing in locally produced children’s programs.
We currently produce and air a weekly half hour entitled “Sparks”, we produce and air a monthly
program entitled “Androgena”, and we produce weekly “Kid’s News” segments. Both “Sparks”
and “Androgena’” have been nominated for and/or won the national Iris award and numerous
Emmy awards.

We totally agree that the Commission should encourage stations to meet a reasonable and necessary
obligation to children’s programming. Each station should be judged by its response to the Act,
and special consideration should be given to local program development. However, we feel that
reducing the obligation to some numerical goal or quota will simply frustrate the intent of the act.
Instead of worrying about numerical goals, we feel our concern should be to provide quality
programming that effectively contributes to the cognitive, intellectual and emotional development of
the child audience.

Sincerely,

Tom Allen
Station Manager

cc: Chairman Reed Hundt

Commissioner James Quello

- Commissioner Andrew Barrett 0
Commissioner Susan Ness No. of Copies rec’d __
Commissioner Rachelle Chong List ABCDE

WRAL-TV
Capitol Broadcasting Company, Ine.,
2619 Western Boulevard, Box 12000, Raleigh, N.C. 27606 (919) 821-85535



From: <Resourcer@aol.com>

To: A16.A16(kidstv)

Date: 10/18/95 4:49pm

Subject: Dacket # 93-48 DOCKET HLE GOPY OR\G\NN FEDERA COMMUMCATIONS

Dear FCC: OFFICE oF SECREmggMM/ssmN

As the Vice-President of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL RESOURCE/POLICE
OFFICERS and a PARENT | would iike to see the following minimun standards met as they relate to childrebs
programming:

* A minimum of one hour "Core” educational programming daily.

*At least thirty minutes in lenght

* regularly scheduled

* Aired between 7AM and 11PM.

Please consider our future, OUR YOUTH. Together we may be able to "stop the violence".....
Thank you

Curtis S. Lavarello

2714 SW 5th Street

Boynton BEach, FL 33435
(407)554-4903
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FOR CHILDREN RECEIVED

October 12, 1995 ocr 1 81995

The Honorable Reed Hundt FCC MAIL ROOM

The Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814

Washington, D.C. 20554 YOCKET & b oY QR\G\NN
Dear Commissioner Hundt:

We at Georgians for Children are writing to urge you to strengthen the guidelines for the
Children's Television Act, docket MM No. 93-48. Georgians for Children is a statewide child
advocacy organization. Our request is on behalf of our members, our board of directors, our staff,
and other organizations that work with us.

Broadcast television can play an unprecedented role in nourishing the minds of our children. In
the Commission's own words: "There are many imaginative and exciting ways in which the
medium can be used to further a child's understanding of a wide range of areas: history, science,
literature, the environment, drama, music, fine arts, human relations, other cultures and languages,
and basic skills such as reading and mathematics which are crucial to a child's development."
(1974 FCC Policy Statement)

We know that broadcasters have the talent to create children's shows that are as educational as
they are entertaining. Yet, today's children have greater access to sensationalist talk shows,
violent cartoons, and adult sitcoms than they do to programming designed to enrich their minds.

The FCC needs to strengthen the guidelines of the Children's Television Act by establishing real
policies designed to safeguard the interests of our children. These should include a clearer
definition of "educational” programming and a requirement that television stations air at
least one hour a day of 30-minute educational shows between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. in
regularly scheduled time slots.

No other regulatory body can make this happen. Please . . . our children are counting on you.

Very truly yours,

AL Z,’z J .

Marti Keller
Executive Director Ney. of Copies rec'd
List ARCDE B
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From: lindawms@sdcoe.k12.ca.us <lindawms@sdcoe.k12.ca.us>

To: A16.A16(kidstv) o .
Date: 10/17/95 1:57am 07 1 81995
Subject: Children's Television Programming input

MISSION
TO: Federal Communications Commission, Office of the Secretary FEDERAL QQMM"N;C‘QE(‘;%%%SQ\EA

SE\T I\EIIN: (l))jgl_(;ts 93-48; comments about Children's TV shows DO CKET F".E COPY OR[G;‘

To whom it may concern:

As a parent, and as a teacher, | would like to share with you some of my =20 thoughts about violence in TV
programs seen by children. | am sending you=

=20 the lyrics of a song | wrote to convey those ideas to children and parents,=

=20 and to serve as a springboard for discussion. | offer them for your=20 consideration, and thank you sincerely for
the opportunity to do so!

Linda K. Williams, 4967 Alfred Court, San Diego, CA 92120,(619) 583-8454=20 e-mail address:
lindawms@sdcoe.k12.ca.us

REAL LIFE DOESN'T HAVE A REWIND BUTTON

CHORUS
Real life doesn't have a rewind button;
You can't go back and erase what you have done.
A moment that you're weak can take a lifetime to pay for.
Think before you act; you'll be so glad you did.
Forever is a long, long time;
Forever is a long, long time.

(1)
Well, cartoons and stooges make it seem like=20
The quickest and easiest way
To settle an argument—get what you want—
Is to ZAP the other guy---biff, bam, pow!
But life is not a TV show;
No, life is not a TV show.

CHORUS

2
Well, in real life it doesn't pay to be
A stooge or a cartoon "hero”!
Use brains, not brawn; use words—-work it out;
‘Cause real violence really hurts.
Life is not a TV show;
No, life is not a TV show.

CHORUS

(3)
Taking chances with your very own life=20
Works the same; we're not bionic!
Don't let drugs or foolish stunts
Blow your one shot at the life you've got.
Life is not a TV show;
No, life is not a TV show.

CHORUS (Repeat last line—- "Forever is a long, long time!"-- and fade) = :

=A9=20

1988 by Linda K. Williams [“"gt gg%%pies rec'd /
E
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Linda K. Williams

Reading Specialist

Darnall E-Campus

San Diego Unified School District

(619) 582-1822 lindawms@sdcoe.k12.ca.us
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ount Vernon School District

o (00 g 7% 204

Dr. Dolores J. Gibbons
Superintendent

October 11, 1995
DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINA

Federal Communication Commission
Office of the Secretary

1919 M Street NW

Washington D.C. 20554

To Whom It May Concern:

As the school superintendent serving the 5,000 public school children in the Mount
Vernon community, | welcome the opportunity to comment on the Children’s Television
Act. We are a community moving from rural to urban status and experiencing the
negative changes associated with overcrowding, social and family values erosion and
growing poverty.

Our administrative team has been working to counter the negative, destructive
antisocial student behavior we see growing daily. One of the influences we have
identified and targeted is TV violence. We are engaging parent groups and students
themselves in planned "turn off the TV" campaigns. The angry, violent, antisocial
behavior we see can be directly related to TV viewing (Hill Walker, et. al. "Antisocial
Behavior in Schools: Strategies and Best Practices, p. xx1).

The United States Center for Disease Control has declared violence the most pressing
issue facing our society. The American Psychological Association’s Commission on
Violence and Youth (1993) recently published an important study on youth, antisocial -
aggressive behavior and violence. This was their response to dramatic escalation in
youth violence. The commission reported four major causes of the increased violence.
Exposure to violence depicted in the mass media is one of the four main causes cited.

We are at a crossroads on the issue of violence. | urge you to show responsible
leadership and obtain a commitment from the television industry to greatly reduce, if
not eliminate, the violence, vulgarity and prurience being broadcast on television. You
must call for a firm agreement and hold television stations to the agreement.

Today our local radio station broadcast the national Paul Harvey program. He reported
a fourth grade child, who was upset with a school assignment, began striking his elderly

No. of Copi ’
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Federal Communication Commission
October 11, 1995
Page 2

teacher who collapsed and died. Who is responsible? | believe TV programs depicting
violence, scorn for authority and irresponsible behavior share in the blame.

| urge you to move boldly to help us create positive entertainment for children.
Sincerely, .

Dolores J. Gibbons, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

DJG:hd

c: Board of Education, Mount Vernon School District
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CORNERSTONE S
TELEVISION o OEIVED
September 12, 1995 ocT 18998
Commissioner Andrew Barrett FEOERAL GOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Federal Communications Commission <1, U SECRETARY

1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: The Notice of Proposed Rule Making in regards to the Children’s Television Act
MM Docket No. 93-48

Dear Commissioner Andrew Barrett:

Comerstone TeleVision (WPCB-TV 40 Pittsburgh, PA; WKBS-TV 47 Altoona, PA;
WOCD-TV 55 Amsterdam, NY) has 24 hours of inspirational and family programming. We
commend you for the recogniton of the importance of children’s television programming. Even
before the Children’s Television Act we promoted the importance of quality programming for
children. While we understand that your intentions are to improve children’s programming with
newly proposed rules and "quotas,” we feel that these measures are unneccesary for the
following reasons:

The Children’s Television Act has already acheived its goal of improving children’s
television programming. We, as a Broadcaster, believe we clearly understand the current
definition of "educational and informational children’s programming,” and no change is needed.
We call your attention to the fact that there has already been a significant increase in children’s
educational and informational programming in response to the Children’s Television Act. In
addition, as regards quantification, we see a potential danger of setting a minimum standard.
Television is a medium that encourages maximum effort to ensure attentive response from
viewers. We enjoy a natural environment of healthy competition. Creativity in children’s

programming could become stiffled by quotas that potentially set standards that reduce quality

N,
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instead of improving it. We are convinced that rules with quantitative guidelines are
unnecessary.

Finally, we would like to call your attention to the success of children’s short segment
programming which is recognized as important to children. Credit is due to Broadcasters for
already incorporating this type of programming.

We offer the above opinions for the express purpose of causing you to reconsider the
proposed changes in tightening the rules of the Children’s Television Act. We believe the Act

is currently fulfilling its original intention.

David Skeba
Vice President/Director of Programming

DS/jb



