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FM Broadcast Stations
(Moncks Corner, Kiawah Island
and Sampit, South Carolina )

TO: Chief, Allocations Branch
Policy and Rules Division
Mass Media Bureau

REPLY COMMENTS

Sampit Broadcasters ("SB") by its attorneys, hereby respectfully files its Reply

Comments in the above-captioned rule making proceeding. 1 In support whereof, the

following is shown.

Back&round

1. At the time this proceeding was initiated, Orville Ronald Brandon

("Brandon") was the court-appointed Receiver for the former licensee of WIYQ(FM),

Moncks Corner, South Carolina.2 In his Petition For Rulemaking, Brandon requested

the Commission to allot FM Channel 288C2 to Kiawah Island, South Carolina, and to

1 On October 11, 1995, the FCC issued a Public Notice, Report No. 2104, stating that
SB's Counterproposal would be considered in this proceeding and affording interested parties
fifteen days to file Reply Comments to SB's Counterproposal. These Reply Comments are
timely-filed within fifteen days of the release of the Commission's Public Notice or by
October 26, 1995.

2 WJYQ's license was subsequently assigned to L.M. Communications II of South
Carolina, Inc. (See File No. BALH-941221GN.) " -'
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delete FM Channel 287C3 from Moncks Corner, South Carolina, with a concurrent

modification of the license of WJYQ to operate at Kiawah Island.

2. On August 26, 1994, SB filed its "Comments and Counterproposal"

seeking, inter alia, the allotment of Channel 289A to Sampit, South Carolina, as its

first local service, as an alternative to Brandon I s proposed reallotment of Channel

288C2 to Kiawah Island. In addition, SB suggested that the Commission could retain

Channel 287A at Moncks Corner and allot Channel 288A to Kiawah Island, South

Carolina. SB demonstrated that allotment of a new Class A FM station at Sampit and

Kiawah Island and the retention of a Class A FM station at Moncks Corner would

better serve the public interest than the reallotment of Channel 288C2 to Kiawah

Island. The Commission has now accepted for filing SB's Counterproposal and is

seeking comments on SB's proposal. SB is submitting these Reply Comments in order

to provide the Commission with additional support for the allotment of Channel 289A

at Sampit, South Carolina.

Sampit Qualifies as a "Community" for Allotment Purposes

3. SB demonstrated in its Counterproposal that Sampit, South Carolina,

qualifies as a "community" for allotment purposes. Sampit possesses the requisite

political, economic and social components commonly associated with community

status. ~,Table of FM Allotments (East Hemet. CAl, 67 RR 2d 146 (1989).

Sampit is home to numerous businesses, churches, community groups, and an

elementary school, many of which have the name "Sampit" in their titles. Exhibit 1 to

these Reply Comments is a list of businesses and organizations located in Sampit,
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South Carolina. This list was originally included as Attachment 3 to SB's

Counterproposal. Exhibit 2 is a portion of the Horry Telephone Cooperative, Inc.,

Telephone Directory which includes the listings for Sampit and shows several

businesses with "Sampit" in their names. Exhibit 3 contains color photographs of

many of the businesses, churches, community facilities and signs depicting "Sampit"

located in Sampit. Sampit is home to the "Sampit Pentecostal Church," "Sampit

Lumber Mill," "Sampit Laundry Mat," "Sampit Methodist Church," "Sampit

Elementary School, I "Sampit Monument Company," "Sampit Laundromat," "Sampit

Community Child Care Center," "Sampit Action Community Group," "Sampit Senior

Citizens Center," and "Sampit Community Organization, Inc." The existence of these

businesses and organizations and the fact that many of them have included "Sampit" in

their names is evidence that Sampit is a thriving community in South Carolina. ~,

FM Table of Allotments (Belfry and Harlold. KY), 6 FCC Rcd 6019 (1991), and FM

table of Allotments (Virgie. KY), 4 FCC Rcd 7475 (1989).

4. The citizens of Sampit view themselves as a separate community. Exhibit 4

is a letter from Gordon W. Hartwig, Georgetown County Administrator. Mr. Hartwig

states that Sampit is a "community with its own neighborhood associations, businesses,

churches and school." Mr. Hartwig states further that "The citizens residing in that

community consider themselves to be residents of Sampit and have a strong identity

with their community." Exhibit 5 is a letter from Samuel Wragg, Co-Chairman of

the Sampit Community Organization. In his letter, Mr. Wragg states that he feels

"very strongly that Sampit is deserving of its own local radio station" and that the
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allotment of a new FM station to Sampit has the "total support of the Sampit

Community Organization." Mr. Wragg echoes the comments of Mr. Hartwig that

Sampit is a viable community with its own businesses, school, organizations and

churches. Mr. Wragg notes that the community has been in existence for over 100

years. Mr. Hartwig states further that the Sampit Action Group recently began a

project to install 22 fire hydrants throughout the community. He states that the

addition of a radio station would greatly serve the citizens and business people of

Sampit. This evidence shows that the residents of Sampit have a strong sense of

community. ~,Table of FM Allotments (Willows and Dunnigan. CAl, DA 95­

2149, released October 24, 1995. This is sufficient evidence that Sampit, South

Carolina, qualifies as a community for allotment purposes.

5. While Sampit does not provide every municipal service, the Commission

does not require that a community provide every municipal service in order to merit a

finding of community status. ~,FM Table of Allotments (Willows and Dunnigan.

SQ.,~. Sampit is sufficiently independent from Georgetown County to be

considered its own community.

6. A community need not exhibit each of the indicia of community status to be

considered a community for allotment purposes. ~,FM Table of Allotments

(Semora. North Carolina), 5 FCC Rcd 934, 935 (1990); see also, FM Table of

Allotments (Willows and Dunnigan. SCl, supra. In order to make the allotment, SB

must demonstrate that Sampit is a "geographically identifiable population grouping."

Revision of FM Assignment Policies and Procedures, 90 FCC 2d 88, 101 (1982).
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Exhibit 6 is a copy of a letter from Mr. David Essex, Assistant Planning Director for

the Georgetown County Planning Commission.3 In his letter, Mr. Essex states that

Sampit has a "defined center, and a small commercial core does exist along U.S. 17-

A." Included with his letter is a map that depicts the boundaries of Sampit. Mr.

Essex also states that the area depicted on the map "contains approximately 1000

houses and 2607 persons.... " While the 1995 Rand McNally Commercial Atlas and

Marketing Guide lists Sampit as having a population of 150, Mr. Essex's statement

shows that the actual population of Sampit is much greater.

7. The Commission has made allotments of new FM stations to other

communities in South Carolina that possess similar community attributes. For

example, in FM Table of Allotments (Bucksport. SC), 7 FCC Rcd 544, 552 (1992),

the Commission allotted FM channel 300C2 to Bucksport, South Carolina. Bucksport

is approximately 30 miles from Sampit. Like Sampit, Bucksport is not incorporated,

has no local government and has a population of approximately 2,000 persons. The

Commission cited to evidence that Bucksport possessed its own businesses, churches

and community organizations and found that Bucksport constituted a community for

allotment purposes. Subsequent to the allotment of Channel 300C2 to Bucksport,

applications were filed for a construction permit for a new FM station there. Today,

WGTR, Bucksport, is a successful FM station with an audience share of 6.3.4 In FM

3 SB included a similar letter from Mr. Essex, dated August 18, 1994, with Attachment
1 to its Counterproposal. Exhibit 6 is similar letter from Mr. Essex dated October 16, 1995.

4 Source: Arbitron, Spring 1995, Metro Audience Trends, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.
Estimates are for 12+ Average Quarter Hour Persons Share for Mon.-Sun., 6 a.m.- 12 mid.
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Table of Allotments (Kinestree and McClellanville. SC), 3 FCC Red 1637 (1988), the

Commission allotted a new FM station to McClellanville, South Carolina. The

Commission found that McClellanville was a "small isolated fishing village," was

unincorporated and had a population of only 436. Despite these facts, the Commission

concluded that McClellanville possessed sufficient commercial activity to warrant

community status. In FM Table of Allotments (Summerville. SC, et. all, 5 FCC Rcd

7475 (1990), the Commission allotted a new FM station to Bowman, South Carolina,

despite the fact the community only had a population of 1,137. The Commission cited

to the presence of businesses, schools and other local community indicia to support the

conclusion that Bowman was a "community."

8. In similar cases concerning FM allotments in other states, the Commission

has found that small, unincorporated communities deserve the allotment of a first local

FM service. For example, in FM Table of Allotments (Semora. NC), ~, the

Commission allotted a new FM station to a community with a population of only 150.

In FM Table of Allotments (Belfry and Harold. KY), 6 FCC Red 6019 (1991), the

Commission allotted a new FM station to Harold, Kentucky, with a population of only

600. In both those cases, the Commission cited to the presence of local businesses

and to letters submitted by local residents identifying their community to support its

decision. In FM Table of Allotments (Vir~ie. KY), 4 FCC Rcd 7574 (1989), the

Commission allotted a new FM station to Virgie, Kentucky with a population of 800.

While Virgie was not incorporated, had no local government and no specific
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boundaries, the Commission found controlling the fact that local businesses considered

themselves to be "Virgie" institutions. SB has demonstrated that Sampit possesses its

own businesses, churches, school and community organizations; that Sampit has its

own boundaries; a population estimated at approximately 1,000 to 2,600 persons; and

that the residents of Sampit consider themselves to be members of a separate

community. As it did with the other above-referenced communities, the Commission

should find that the public interest would be served by the allotment of a new FM

station to Sampit, South Carolina.

Statement of Continuin& Interest

9. SB hereby states that, if allotted, SB (or a company in which a principal of

SB has an interest) will promptly apply for a construction permit for a new FM station

on Channel 289A at Sampit, and if granted, will promptly construct a station on that

channel.

Conclusion

10. As SB has demonstrated throughout this proceeding, the public interest

would best be served by the allotment of a new FM station at Sampit, South Carolina

instead of reallotting Channel 288 to Kiawah Island. In its Counterproposal, SB also

suggested, alternatively, that the Commission could allot Channel 288A to Kiawah

Island, South Carolina, and Channel 287A at Moncks Corner, South Carolina. SB

made this suggestion as a way to accommodate Brandon t s professed interest in

bringing new FM service to Kiawah Island while retaining FM service at Moncks

Corner, South Carolina. Brandon has opposed SB's suggested allotments primarily
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arguing that no expression of interest has been filed for Channel 288A at Kiawah

Island or Channel 287A at Moncks Corner. 5 However, SB did not intend that its

proposed allotment of Channel 289A at Sampit, South Carolina, be contingent upon

the Commission allotting the other Channels to Kiawah Island and Moncks Corner.

The Commission can simply deny Brandon's proposal and allot Channel 289A to

Sampit as follows:

SOUTH CAROLINA

Community
Moncks Corner
Sampit

Present
287C3

Proposed
287C3
289A

Alternatively, the Commission can make the following changes to the FM

Table of Allotments:

SOUTH CAROLINA

Community
Moncks Corner
Kiawah Island
Sampit

Present
287C3

Proposed
287A
288A
289A

Either alternative will better serve the public interest than Brandon's proposed

reallotment of Channel 288C2 to Kiawah Island, South Carolina.

5 An expression of interest in Channel 287A was submitted by Clary K. Butler, President
of Berkeley Broadcasting Corp., licensee of WMCJ(AM), Moncks Corner, South Carolina.
See "Reply of Sampit Broadcasters" filed September 12, 1994, at Attachment 2.
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Respectfully submitted,

SAMPIT BROADCASTERS

Gary S. Smithwick
Shaun A. Maher
Its Attorneys

SMITHWICK & BELENDIUK, P.C.
1990 M Street, N.W., Suite 510
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 785-2800

October 26, 1995

SAMPITIDF\REPLYCOM
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EXHIBIT 1

Businesses and Organizations in Sampit, South Carolina

Red Duke I s Used Cars
H+S Oil Company and Propane Gas
Joyner Transfer
Springs Store
International Paper Company (satellite offices)
Roberts Body Shop
Jemco Sales Mobile Homes
Sampit Pentecostal Church
Georgetown County Rural Fire Department

(located in Sampit)
Georgetown County Water and Sewer Division

(located in Sampit)
Sampit Lumber Mill
Habies Lounge
Video Country
Rocky's Grocery
Altman's Beauty Salon
Hoyt Smith Grocery/Liquor Store
Sampit Laundry Mat
BB Grocery
Sampit Methodist Church
Sampit Elementary School
Citgo Gas Station
Linda I s Crafts
Baptist Church
Touch of Class
Sampit Monument Company
Sampit Laudromat
Smith Grocery
New Hope Church
Sampit Community Child Care Center
S1. Paul's Methodist Church
Sampit Action Community Group
Sampit Senior Citizens Center
Sampit Community Organization, Inc.
Smith Logging
Reddick's Used Cars
Bone Logging
Masons
Emerald Club
Eastern Star
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................ 546·9003
........... 546-4657
........ ,...237·9689
maty Av .264·5373
........ , 527·3014
...........237·2536
.......... .237·0312

................. 546-6513
Ireat ........ .237·2465

..........527·2115

.......546-6015
.. 546·5m

..... 237·9253
........... 527·1075
........... ,..... 527-8706
................. 237·3389
........... .527·2976
............ 237·9544
..............237-4807
.. , 5-46·3013
................237·3389
................237·8968
............... .237·1657
lnts
................. 546-{)740
...................264-8069
.................237-8709
.............237·2331
..............237·3659
...................546·2109
.•.........~ ..~237·9767
..... , 237-4327
.............. 231·3215
................ 264·5192
...................527·2853
Ad 264-8833
...................546-5388
151...........:.527·2795

........546-9614
.264-11002
Qfitl<;1<,

....546·4592
.264·8734

Iony ... 527·4388
.. 237-9298

.. 527-6925
...... 546·8421

.546-6381
.............527·2041
v 527·1533
.............546-4186

..546·3007
...546·2712
..237·9560

... .237·9694
....237-3864

St 546·0816
.......527·1335
SI. 54&68\6

.... 546·8383

.........546·5988
237..4222

......... 527-615-4
.527·1508

.........237·2243
.... 546·1374

...............237·2529
.......... 237·8118

............237-4729

............... 264·5829

............ 546·9850
.... 546·8765

.. , .264·5739
............546·~5

..... 264·3685
..........546·4454
.............264·8388
Section ... 546·5867

..... 237·3481
....., ... 237·2718

..237·2054
IS ..........527·2935
.............527·9874
...............546·8213

-n .527·7777
,n 527-2727
............. 237·2842

Hyats Jon: ~ t.,"'P"i"., i '1;>' ..>,':.
Ryals MMPw~s Isld 237-2065
Ryals Sammie Hwy 17 S 5461)919
Ryals Suanne Kenl Rd....................... 264·5283
Ryan HC NLitchfield Bch 237-4509
Ryan James Hugh NLrtchtld Bch 237·6357
Ryan Palrid: River Club 237·30J2
Ryan Peler &Linda 6TaB Pines RiverckJb 2J7.()175
Ryan Rick L Woodville Acres 237-4811
Ryan Walsh Stevedoring Co Inc Traiel Pool....527-4494
Ryan·Walsh Inc Port Area......................... ..527·~13
Rybolt Henry C... .237-4743
Rybolt Shorter Rybolt Ad "'.' ... 237·9002
Ryder Alan B SaU.4arsh Cove 237·83 16
Ryder Truck Rental . 5-46·1577

s
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GEORGETOWN

COUNTY

SOUTH
CAROLINA

October 17, 1995

Mr. William F. Caton
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Re: MM Docket No 94-70
Moncks Comer, Kiawah Island,
and Sampit, South Carolina

Dear Mr. Caton:

Post Omce Drawer 1270
715 Prince Street
Georgetown, South Carolina 29442
Telephone (803) 546-4189
Fax (803) 546-4730

I am writing concerning the proposal of Sampit Broadcasters to allot a new FM
radio station to Sampit, South Carolina. Sampit is located in Georgetown County, South
Carolina. As County Administrator for Georgetown County I endorse the Sampit
Broadcasters' proposal. Sampit, South Carolina, is a viable community which can best
be served by its own FM radio station.

Sampit, South Carolina is a community with its own neighborhood associations,
businesses, churches and school. The citizens residing in that community consider
t· . " ·'d t fS ". dh"" .-_.. _--.~..I_ .. ,,;,... ':.•1- ..1..,...: ., ;.. ,nemselves to ue reSl en s 0 amplL an aVe u ::nrUho l~';'I"';'J ~·: ••II ..."11 ,",,,mrnur.iLJ.

Sampit is a community that continues to experience population and economic.
growth. The community recently began a fund raising effort to install 22 fire hydrants
and began this $16,000 project last week. The addition of an PM radio station would
greatly serve the citizens and business people of Sampit.

GWH:kl

S,ince~ely, ~

/"
,7\t~(1N~i ;:;f(["

/' (Jordon W. Hartwig
County Administrator
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October 23, 1995

Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D. C. 20554

Re: MM Docket No. 94-70
Moncks Corner, Kiawah Island, and Sampit, South Carolina

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am writing to support the proposal of Sampit Broadcasters to
allot a new FM radio station to Sampit, South Carolina. As co­
chairman of the Sampit Community Origanization, I feel very strongly
that Sampit is deserving of its own local radio station. A local
radio station would be in the best interests of Sampit and it has
my personal support and the total support of the Sampit Community
Organization.

Sampit is a viable community consisting of many businesses, several
community organizations, a school, multiple day-care facilities,
and eight churches. A Sampit resident is a member of the Georgetown
County Commission and a Sampit resident holds a seat in the South
Carolina House of Representatives. The Sampit Action Group has
been responsible for installing fire hydrants throughout the
community. Sampit residents are active in local politics, and have
a tradition deeply rooted in religious teachings. The community
has been in existence for over one hundred years.

I believe that Sampit would benefit from its own local radio station
to serve the needs and interests of this unique community .

.....-== ... _ ....~~::.. erely,
_......... ~A'/

C J - 'lr
Samuel Wragg
Co-Chairman
Sampit Community Organization

SW/bhm


