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Amendment of the Commission's Rules )
and Policies to Increase Subscribership )
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REPLY COMMENTS OF U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

US WEST Communications, Inc. ("U S WEST") hereby files its Reply

Comments in the above-referenced docket.

In its initial Comments, US WEST pointed out the great promise which

radio technology offers in bringing telephone service to remote areas which might

otherwise be deprived of service. I Some question has been raised in the initial

comments as to the number of subscribers who might actually be served only by

radio technology.2 Since filing its initial Comments, US WEST has conducted a

study of those areas within its territory which can be served only by radio at this

time. The following chart lists each state within U S WEST's territory and the

number of lines forecasted to be requested during 1996 which cannot be

economically served with a wireline solution -- but which could be economically

served via one of the wireless solutions discussed in U S WEST's initial Comments:

I
Comments of US WEST Communications, Inc., filed herein Sep. 27, 1995 ("Comments").

?

.- Comments of Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, filed herein Sep. 27, 1995 at 22.
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Shortages for 1996 That Could Be Solved Using Radio Technology

Arizona 2,205 Nebraska 587
Colorado 1,490 New Mexico 1,650
Iowa 728 Oregon 1,369
Idaho 509 South Dakota 138
Minnesota 208 Utah 2,391
Montana 193 Washington 1,001
North Dakota 110 Wyoming 75

Total U S WEST 12,654

As can be seen within the context of total number of lines, the number of

people to whom service can be brought via radio technology is, at least in

US WEST's territory, not inconsequential. Therefore, US WEST reiterates its

recommendation in its initial Comments that the "Commission consider a

rulemaking to examine frequency assignments for Fixed Wireless Loop local

exchange service in remote areas -. exempt from the competitive bidding process in

much the same way as BETRS assignments are currently handled.,,3

In addition, some commentors suggested that the Federal Communications

Commission ("Commission") should enact rules prohibiting disconnection of service

for non-payment of carrier bills. California recommends that the Commission

should prohibit disconnection of local service for non-payment of interstate long

distance charges.
4

Time Warner recommends that disconnection oflocal service for

3
Comments at 15.

4
Comments of the People of the State of California and the Public Utilities Commission of the State

of California on the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, filed herein Sep. 27, 1995 at 3-4 ("California").
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non-payment of bills for "discretionary service" be banned. 5 The Public Utility Law

Project of New York goes further, suggesting that disconnection of local service for

non-payment of any toll charges, intrastate as well as interstate, should be

prohibited.6

As noted in its initial Comments, U S WEST does not, as a matter of policy,

disconnect local service for non-payment of long distance carrier charges, even in

those states where it would be lawful to do so. However, this policy of US WEST

should not be read as indicating support of a federal prohibition on disconnection

services for those carriers who feel compelled to utilize them. Over the years,

U S WEST has experimented with a number of disconnection and toll restriction

devices designed to keep both billing uncollectables at a minimum and maximize

telephone subscribership. Some have worked well, others have not, and

U S WEST's efforts in this area are continuing. The optimum balance, we believe,

will ultimately be some combination of toll restriction service and toll/carrier

disconnection for non-payment. However, it is U S WEST's experience that this

optimum will best be realized if carriers are given the ability to work their way

through these issues on their own, pursuant to Commission encouragement (and

monitoring, if deemed appropriate), but free of a regulatory structure which could

well inhibit the development of the best ways to balance the (at least superficially)

5
Comments of Time Warner Communications Holdings, Inc., filed herein Sep. 27,1995 at 7-8 ("Time

Warner").

6
Comments of the Public Utility Law Project of New York, Inc. on Proposed Policies to Increase

Subscribership and Usage ofthe Public Switched Network, filed herein Sep. 26, 1995 at 8-10.
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countervailing needs of seeking minimization of uncollectables and maximization of

telephone subscribership.

Respectfully submitted,

U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

By:
Robert B. McKenna ...
Suite 700
1020 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036
(303) 672-2861

Its Attorney

Of Counsel,
Dan L. Poole

November __, 1995
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Rebecca Ward, do hereby certify that on this 20th day of November, 1995, I

have caused a copy of the foregoing REPLY COMMENTS OF U S WEST

COMMUNICATIONS, INC. to be served via first-class United States Mail,

postage prepaid, upon the persons listed on the attached service list.

Rebecca Ward

*Via Hand-Delivery
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*James H. Quello
Federal Communications Commission
Room 802
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
Room 814
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Rachelle B. Chong
Federal Communications Commission
Room 844
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Ernestine Creech
Federal Communications Commission
Room 812
2000 L Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

*International Transcription
Services, Inc.

Suite 140
2100 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037

*Andrew C. Barrett
Federal Communications Commission
Room 826
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Susan P. Ness
Federal Communications Commission
Room 832
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Regina M. Keeney
Federal Communications Commission
Room 500
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Kenneth P. Moran
Federal Communications Commission
Room 812
2000 L Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

James R. Longnecker
Carlson Communications, Inc.
1180 Evergreen Road
POB 4000
Redway, CA 95560



Sydney Peterson
Niagara Telephone Company
1133 Main Street
POB 3
Niagara, WI 54151-0003

Elizabeth A. Noel
Sandra Mattavous-Frye
Office of the People's Counsel
of the District of Columbia

Suite 500
1133 15th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005

Ken McEldowney
Consumer Action
Suite 233
116 New Montgomery Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

Craig J. Blakeley
Lauren H. Kravetz
Powell, Goldstein, Frazer, & Murphy
Suite 600
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20004

J. Manning Lee
Teleport Communications Group, Inc.
Suite 300
1 Teleport Drive
Staten Island, NY 10311

ECC

Maureen A. Scott
Veronica A. Smith
John F. Povilaitis
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
POB 3265
Harrisburg, PA 17055-3265

Paul Rodgers
Charles D. Gray
J ames Bradford Ramsay
NARUC
1102 ICC Building
POB 684
Washington, DC 20044

Blossom A. Peretz
New Jersey Division of Ratepayer
Advocate

lith Floor
31 Clinton Street
POB 46005
Newark, NJ 07101

William H. Smith, Jr.
Iowa Utilities Board
Lucas State Office Building
Des Moines, IA 50319

Peter Arth, Jr.
Edward W. O'Neill
Ellen S. Levine
Public Utilities Commission
of the State of California

505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102



Donald L. Howell, II
Idaho Public Utilities Commission
472 W. Washington Street
POB 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0074

Genevieve Morelli
Competitive Telecommunications
Association

Suite 220
1140 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Brian R. Moir
Fisher, Wayland, Cooper, Leader,

& Zaragoza
Suite 400
2001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

Mark C. Rosenblum
Peter H. Jacoby
Mart Vaarsi
AT&T Corp.
Room 324511
295 North Maple Avenue
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Mary McDermott
Linda Kent
Charles D. Cosson
United States Telephone Association
Suite 600
1401 H Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005-2136

AMSC

Robert J. Aamoth
John W. Hunter
Reed, Smith, Shaw & McClay
Suite 1100-East Tower
1301 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005

Pat Wood, III
Robert W. Gee
Judy Walsh
Public Utility Commission of Texas
7800 Shoal Creek Boulevard
Austin, TX 78757

Lon C. Levin
AMSC Subsidiary Corporation
10802 Park Ridge Boulevard
Reston, VA 22091

Glenn B. Manishin
Blumenfeld & Cohen
Suite 700
1615 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Charles C. Hunter
Kevin S. DiLallo
Hunter & Mow, P.C.
Suite 701
1620 I Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006
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Jay C. Keithley
Leon M. Kestenbaum
Kent Y. Nakamura
Sprint Communications Company, Inc.
Suite 1100
1850 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Joseph P. Markoski
Marc Berejka
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey
POB 407
1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20044

Gail L. Polivy
GTE Service Corporation
Suite 1200
1850 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

James Rowe
Alaska Telephone Association
Suite 304
4341 B Street
Anchorage, AK 95503

ITAOA

David Cosson
L. Marie Guillory
National Telephone Cooperative Association
2626 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037

Richard McKenna
GTE Service Corporation
POB 152092
Irving, TX 71015-2092

Emily C. Hewitt
Vincent L. Crivella
Michael J. Ettner
Jody B. Burton
General Services Administration
Room 4002
18th and F Streets, N.W.
Washington, DC 20405

Robert M. Lynch
Durward D. Dupre
Darryl W. Howard
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company
Room 3520
One Bell Center
St. Louis, MO 63101

James U. Troup
Adam Kupetsky
Arter & Hadden
Suite 400K
1801 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

TEC Joe D. Edge
Richard J. Arsenault
Elizabeth A. Marshall
Drinker, Biddle, & Reath
Suite 900
901 15th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005
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Lucille M. Mates
Jeffrey B. Thomas
Pacific/Nevada Bell
Room 1522-A
140 New Montgomery Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

William J. Balcerski
NYNEX Corporation
1111 Westchester Avenue
White Plains, NY 10605

Harold Crumpton
Missouri Public Service Commission
POB 360
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Catherine R. Sloan
Richard S. Whitt
WORLDCOM, INC.
d/b/a LDDS WorldCom
Suite 400
1120 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

John F. Mortell
G. Richard Klein
David E. Ziegner
Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission
Suite E306
Indiana Government Center South
302 West Washington
Indianapolis, IN 46204

James L. Wurtz
Margaret E. Garber
Gina Harrison
Pacific/Nevada Bell
4th Floor
1275 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20004

Richard A. Askoff
National Exchange Carrier Association
100 South Jefferson Road
Whippany, NJ 07981

Don Sussman
MCI Telecommunications Corporation
1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

Douglas F. Brent
WORLDCOM, INC.
d/b/a LDDS WorldCom
Suite 700
9300 Shelbyville Road
Louisville, KY 40222

Brian Kiernan
InterDigital Communications Corporation
Suite 105
2200 Renaissance Boulevard
King of Prussia, PA 19406



Andrew D. Lipman
Russell M. Blau
Jean L. Kiddoo
Swidler & Berlin, Chartered
Suite 300
3000 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20007
(2 copies)

Michael J. Karson
Ameritech Operating Companies
Room 4H88
2000 West Ameritech Center Drive
Hoffman Estates, IL 60196-1025

M. Robert Sutherland
Richard M. Sbaratta
BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc.
4300 Southern Bell Center
675 West Peachtree Street, N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30375

Robert Hix
David Beckett
Colorado Public Utilities Commission
Office Level Two
1580 Logan Street
Denver, CO 80203

Mary E. Burgess
New York State Department of

Public Service
20th Floor
Three Empire State Plaza
Albany, NY 12223-1350

MFS&OSI Cindy Z. Schonhaut
MFS Communications Company, Inc.
Suite 300
3000 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20007

Lawrence W. Katz
Edward D. Young, III
Michael E. Glover
Bell Atlantic Telephone Companies
8th Floor
1320 North Court House Road
Arlington, VA 22201

Don Schroer
Alaska Public Utilities Commission
Suite 300
1016 West 6th Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501

Cynthia Miller
Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850

Betty Montgomery
Duane Luckey
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio
180 East Broad Street
Columbus, OH 43215-3793



Laurie Lipper
Wendy Lazarus
The Children's Partnership
Suite 306
1460 4th Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Thomas E. Taylor
Jack B. Harrison
Frost & Jacobs
2500 PNC Center
201 East Fifth Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202

Thomas L. Welch
Maine Public Utilities Commission
242 State Street
18 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0018

Gregg C. Sayre
Rochester Telephone Corporation
180 South Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14646

Jack Shreve
Office of Public Counsel
812 Claude Pepper Building
111 West Madison Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1400

CBTC

Dana E. Twombly
Telephone Association of Maine
Route 25
POB 289
Standish, ME 04084-0289

Ellyn Elise Crutcher
Illinois Consolidated Telephone Company
121 South 17th Street
Matoon, IL 61938

Lisa M. Zaina
OPASTCO
Suite 700
21 Dupont Circle, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Gerry Anderson
Mid-Rivers Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
POB 280
Circle, MT 59215

Wayne Jortner
Public Advocate
State House Station 112
Augusta, ME 04333



Patricia Stowell
Office of the Public Advocate
Carvel State Office Building
4th Floor
820 North French Street
Wilmington, DE 19801

B. Robert Piller
Gerald A. Norlander
Public Utility Law Project of New York, Inc.
39 Columbia Street
Albany, NY 12207-2717

Martha S. Hogerty
Office of the Public Counsel
POB 7800
Jefferson City, MO 65102

David R. Poe TWCHI

Catherine P. McCarthy
Leboeuf, Lamb, Greene, & MacRae, LLP
Suite 1200
1875 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20009

Margot Smiley Humphrey
Koteen & Naftalin
Suite 1000
1150 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

TDSTR Brad E. Mutschelknaus
Steven A. Augustino
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

APPI

Thomas K. Crowe COTNMI

Law Offices of Thomas K. Crowe, PC
Suite 800
2300 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037

Michael C. Strand
Montana Independent

Telecommunications, Inc.
POB 5237
Helena, MT 59601

William W. Wright, Jr.
Consortium for School Networking
Suite 300
1250 24th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037
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