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ELISIA A. HARKINS o LT )
. ;
w5 1000 L '$1862 LAKE FOUNTAIN DR. L
APT. 613 ANe
ORLANDO, FL 33839 oL
(407) 240-8818
- i~ it P Sy
March 14, 1995

Federal Communications

Washington, DC 20554 DOGKET FLE COPY ORIGHA
Dear Sir or Madam:

| am interested in receiving any information that you may have on Children’s

Programming or on Positive shows for Children. If you do not have this information,
then perhaps you can give me the name of another organization that might have it.

Your interest and time is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,

Sl (7 ks

Elisia A. Harkins
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Tom Munk SB’” 800“‘['% AUG,&'”S

704 Union Street FC
Cary, NC 27511 C MAjL ROOM

Federal Communications Commission
7919 M Stet, W " DOCKETFLECOPYORGNY 9= 05 17
Washington, DC 20554 ~ e
Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to ask that you forcefully address the issue of television content, particularly
“children's” television content. | am distressed by the amount of violence in television cartoons.
As an educator, a parent of young children, and a Quaker, | strongly believe that we must teach
our children the power of non-violent contlict resolution. Violence is never acceptabie in our
schools as a way 1o solve conflicts, but children see it modeled daily in the poweriul stories they
watch on television. The one network that is an exception to this rule is PBS -- | hope that public
broadcasting continues to receive the funds it needs to develop quality children’s programming.

| am also distressed by the commercial barrage our children are subjected to. Young

minds are easily influenced and almost aiways in negative ways by commercials for unhealthy
foods and expensive toys. Many popular shows are virtually commercials for toys (Power

Rangers, Transformers, Gi Joe, etc.). Parents need heip to raise children with values that go

beyond greed and violence. Please help.

Sincerely Yours,

Tom Munk



Secretary
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Washington DC 20554 Wimi KO O} 1

Dear Secretary

I have a growing concern about the children’s programming and the amount of burden that is continuously
placed on the broadcaster . The broadcaster has continued to rally to the commissions demand in children’s
programming and we have significani., increased children’s education and information programming.

The playing field has been continuously decreased in size for the broadcaster and more and more demands
are placed on its shoulders. The current FCC rules are working and to increase this programming and new
rules are not needed.

Broadcasters understand the current definition of “educational and informational children’s programming”,
which needs no change. I feel that the broadcaster accepts there responsibility very seriously .

When rules quantifying ( quotas ) the amount are unnecessary —— broadcasters are responding to tire Act and
the unquantified obligation in the current rules with more and better educational and informational
programming for children.

Many short segment programming is important for kids and should get credit. The above directs me to
strongly oppose the FCC docket number ,( MMDOCKET No.93-48).

N
Perley E. Eppley GM. v

R UL

R
1211 NORTH SLAPPEY BOULEVARD

P.O. BOX 4080

ALBANY, GEORGIA 31706

912-435-3100
FAX 912-435-0485

FAX SALES 912-889-8966
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June 5, 1995 e

M
Honorable Commissioners .
Federal Communications Commis

Washington, DC 20554 WKET F LE COP Q@@M COPY () FHGINA‘

Dear Commissioners:

Please support bringing the networks into complience with the
Children's Television Act of 1990. Please insist they create
more pro-social educational programs, especially for Saturday
mornlngs and school day afternoons. The violence is truly
incredible. Power Rangers has some value in the little
messages they give, but those messages are between mssive
doses of violence. TV shows all sell a toy. My kids don't
watch much TV, but T have a kid with a disability and he needs
to rest watching good TV. He really doesn't need violence as
he struggles with making friends because his language is
difficult to understand.

Make each network provide an hour a day of educational and
informational programming. These shows should be available
during childrens TV hours and marked so I can tape them for
the boys.

Please, how could the Turtles count towards complience
programming? Educational and informational programming should
be such as my boys love on Discovery channel, but those shows
are on late.

We need more shows for little kids who have outgrown Sesame
Street, but don't need shows about high school students
struggleing with their identity.

TV before 7am and after 8pm doesn't help our boys.

I enclose 10 copies, please read this, and know thousands of
families are represented here. TV is an essential part of a
disabled kids life, it should be worth watching.

This issue is so important to us, and our civilization won't
survive without decency.

Sincerely, ’ { y /1' )

Richard S. Marshall 2y 7 / : ’ '

Kathleen Wise MarshalY i ‘
Mo. ot Copigs rec'd _,[_Q___
LUstABCDE

SRl
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Wiliam Brearton Swenson £t ";{.‘ v
Elaine Gregory Swenson

106 Songbird Court JUN g g '995

Vacoville, California 95687

FCC MAIL RO,

Office Of The Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

June 14,1995 DOCKET FILE cop Y OR,GINA‘
Dear Commissioner,

As Public Health Practitioners and Alumni Board Members Of The University Of
Cadlifornia School Of Public Health At Berkeley, we wish to encourage you to act quickly
to capture minds of young Americans in an educational fashion. What better tool to
impact widespread groups of citizens than the medium of television!

Programming which uses Public Airways has a wonderful opportunity to positively
impact our youngest citizens. Television aimed solely at increasing consumerism,
particularly among youthful audiences does not reflect what our youth need. Our
children are vuinerable and readily influenced by what they see and hear on television.

The current epidemic of violence within our nation is a perfect opportunity to
utilize the medium of TV to instruct our children in positive and socially productive
behaviors such as conflict resolution, the value of self esteem, benefits of group efforts,
and cultural diversity.

Your current standard of three hours per week of specially-designed educational
and informational programming , regrettably, does not meet the needs of youthful
audiences. We recommend daily educational programming.

Many children do not attend schools with access to educational cable
programming. These children, nonetheless, reside in homes where television is the sole
medium for communication with the world beyond their neighborhood. Why not assure
these children, many of them economically disadvantaged, a chance 1o link with iarger
society in educationally stimulating ways?

We also recommend that your agency close the loopholes that permit the
classification of shows such as Gl Joe, Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, The Jetsons and the
Flintstones as "educational programming”. Clearly these cartoon characters provide
strictly entertainment and sometimes appear as agents of violence too.

All children must be prepared to participate as productive members of society.
Every opportunity to teach children the value of learming should be effectively used so
that society is continually enriched. America cannot afford to leave any segment of the
young behind . America cannot fail to take complete advantage of the power of the
medium of television to truly teqach.

Sincerely o Q . M
Elaine G. Swenson, MPH, RN &  William B. Swenson, BA, BSN, RN
Public Health Nurse Public Health Nurse



William Brearton Swenson Pl ﬁ' =

I]El&ins% Gregory Swenson

Ve ek 9667 . o 9:995
CHETFLE COPY ORmgy i Ry

Office Of The Secretary ) e

Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554
June 14, 1995

Dear Commissioner,

As Public Health Practitioners and Alumni Board Members Of The University Of
Cdlifornia School Of Public Health At Berkeley, we wish 10 encourage you to act quickly
to capture minds of young Americans in an educational fashion. What better tool to
impact widespread groups of citizens than the medium of television!

Programming which uses Public Airways has a wonderful opportunity to positively
impact our youngest citizens. Television aimed solely at increasing consumerism,
particularly among youthful audiences does not reflect what our youth need. Our
children are vulnerable and readily influenced by what they see and hear on television.

The current epidemic of violence within our nation is a perfect opportunity to
utilize the medium of TV to instruct our children in positive and socially productive
behaviors such as conflict resolution, the value of self esteem, benefits of group efforts,
and cuttural diversity,

Your current standard of three hours per week of specially-designed educational
and informational programming , regrettably, does not meet the needs of youthful
audiences. We recommend

Many children do not attend schools with access to educohoncl cable
programming. These children, nonetheless, reside in homes where television is the sole
medium for communication with the world beyond their neighborhood. Why not assure
these children, many of them economically disadvantaged, a chance to link with larger
society in educationdlly stimulating ways?

We also recommend that your agency close the loopholes that permit the
classification of shows such as Gl Joe, Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, The Jetsons and the
Flintstones as "educational programming”. Clearly these cartoon characters provide
strictly entertainment and sometimes appear as agents of violence too.

All children must be prepared to participate as productive members of society.
Every opporfumiy to teach children the value of learning should be effectively used so
that society is continually enriched. America cannot afford to leave any segment of the
young behind . America ¢cannot fail to take complete advantage of the power of the
medium of television 1o fryly teqach.

S@C‘erely G, QKN‘M" D4 /4/ M\ %&«NCAM

Elaine G. Swenson, MPH, RN &  William B. Swenson, BA, BSN, RN
Public Health Nurse Public Health Nurse
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Telavision Hill
Baitimore, Maryland 21211

Group W Television HECE'VED

Marcelius W. Alexander, Jr. 29 August 1995 £y ,
Vice President and & ' “Pmym
General Manager

(410) 578-7507 FCC MA! L R OO.‘A

Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20554 DOCKET FiLz COPY ORlGIng

Dear Sir or Madame:

We at WJZ have become aware of the proposed rule to make “numerical quotas” as part of
the Children’s Television Act. As a broadcaster in Baltimore that enjoys a strong reputation in the
community, I can say that our station has been active in responding to the Act. New rules are not
needed. Broadcasters understand the current definition of “educational and informational children’s
programming." With an exception of a few stations around the nation that have paid the price for
non-compliance, the spirit of Act has been followed. There is more and better television available to
children on broadcast television than ever before. In addition, stations like WJZ are reaching out to
the community by providing educational children’s specials to school systems for their videotape
libraries. These tapes will be provided FREE OF CHARGE, to all county and city school systems in
our television market.

Lastly, we are also looking at short segments, such as vignettes for kids. These can run
through the day and especially on weekends when kids and parents are watching. Hopefully, the
Commission will see the value of such short segments as well.

In conclusion, we at WJZ feel that if all stations make a wholehearted effort to comply with
the Act as a part of their everyday working mantra, the cost and effort necessary to establish and
“police” numerical quotas will not be necessary, and broadcasters will be free to be creative in the
way they service this very important segment of our viewing audience.

1) n.,‘@é
At

Marcellus W. Alexander

Vice President & General Manager
WIZ-TV

-~

cc: Chairman Reed Hunt
Commisioner James Quelio
Commissioner Andrew Barrett
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner Rachelle Chong

~7Resci oy ome JZ.. e
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August 29, 1995 RECEIvEp
gecretary FC SEP 6

oreta L . :
1919 M StreotNW 1 o esten DOCKET FLE CoPr G ™AL ROON

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Secretary,

"Quotas" for educational and informational children's programming will not promote quality programming
nor will they insure viewership.

There are television stations out here in America that take their "public trust" seriously. They don't need
to be coerced to do so.

In early September KGAN NewsChannel 2 will launch its sixth year of "Celebrate Education”, an intense
year-long programming initiative. The goal is to address important and compelling issues to elementary
and high school students. We've carried this out without prodding or coercion from the federal
government. We'll do other similar projects because its the right thing to do.

Quotas, frankly, will get in the way. If your agency legislates how, when, and what we can do regarding
children's programming, then that's what you'll get but it will diminish the resources we can apply to
homegrown initiatives.

One more thought is appropriate. Your EEOC guidelines suggest that we will be judged on conformance
with your procedures in spite of the results. That's backwards, and it now seems that you plan to apply
the same "backwards" thinking to children's programming. The procedures will be followed and quotas
will be met, but creative and innovative homegrown initiatives will suffer.

Singerely, )
Richard\Herbst
President & General Manager

ccC: Michael Bock, Vice President of Television
Guy Gannett Communications

Edward Fritts, President & CEO
National Association of Broadcasters

Reed Hundt, James Quelio, Andrew Barrett, Susan Ness, Rachelle Chong

KGAN-TV

600-2 Old Marion Road N.E. » P.O. Box 3131 « Cedar Rapids, lowa 52406
319/395-9060 - Fax 319/395-0987

A Division of Guy Gannett Communications



415 LACKAWANNA AVENUE * SCF;RE_ON, PENNSYLVANIA * 18503

August 28, 1995 (717) 961-2222 * FAX (717) 342-1

Secretary
Federal Comwunications Commission
1919 M Street, NV

Washington, DC 20554 DOCKET FILE copy ORIGINAI

RE: MM Docket No. 93-48
Mr Secretary:

This letter is submitted to voice my concern regarding
the above-referenced Docket currently before the Commission.

Broadcasters have responded to the call to expand educational
and informational programming. As our portion of the
broadcast spectrum diminishes in the face of nev delivery
systems, ve continue to provide incressing amounts of such
programming. The Children’s Television Act is working!

Guantification does not assure gquality and airing even the
most instructional and educational programming does not
guarantee ve vill reach the target audience. Both long-form
and short-form programming should be used to entertain AND
instruct. Such programming exists today on our netvorks and
at local television stations.

Nev rules are unnecessary. Broadcasters are acting

responsibly in providing children’s television. We know our
obligations to our vievers and our communities.

Respectfully submitted,

cc: Reed Hundt, Cheirman
James GQuello, Commissioner
Andrev Barrett, Commisasioner
Susan Ness, Commissioner
Rachelle Chong, Commissioner




MICHAEL C. MORAN

Vice President &
Station Manager

RECEIVED

August 30, 1995 DOCKET Fi ¢ COPYOR!GIMEP - 6 1995
s cror oz

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Caton:

Please accept my comments regarding modifications
to the Children’s Television Act. 1 oppose the

Existing guidelines have encouraged an increase
response toward doing a better job for children,
including ours here in western Massachusetts. 1It’s

in the best interest of our younger viewers, some

of whom may be future advertisers and employees, and
many of whom share their parents with us now at NEWS40.

We respect not only the letter of the law; mnore
importantly, we value the spirit of the law. I hope
the Federal Communications Commission permits us to
continue to embrace such a philosophy.

Sincerely,

c: Chairman Reed Hundt
Commissioner Rachelle Chong
Commissioner James Quello
Commissioner Susan Ness //
Commissioner Andrew Barrett

WGGB-TV, 1300 Liberty Street, P.O. Box 40, Springfield, MA 01102-0040 * (413) 733-4040 * Fax: (413) 781-5733
A Division of i Giuv Gannatt Communications *  An ABC Affiliate ‘



apry -t MICHAEL C. MORAN
Ll Vice President &
Station Manager

August 30, 1995

DOCKET F1LL goey ORICNA

William caton

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Caton:

Please accept my comments regarding modifications

to the Children’s Television Act. I oppose the

instituti " ical ! : ] € ]
: (] E ! i ] l C] : ’ L[] .

Existing guidelines have encouraged an increase
response toward doing a better job for children,
including ours here in western Massachusetts. It’s

in the best interest of our younger viewers, some

of whom may be future advertisers and employees, and
many of whom share their parents with us now at NEWS40.

We respect not only the letter of the law; more
importantly, we value the spirit of the law. I hope
the Federal Communications Commission permits us to
continue to embrace such a philosophy.

Sipcerely,

c: Chairman Reed Hundt
Commissioner Rachelle Chong
Commissioner James Quello
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner Andrew Barrett

WGGB-TV, 1300 Liberty Street, P.O. Box 40, Springfieid, MA 01102-0040 * (413) 7334040 * Fax: (413) 781-5733
A Dwvision of [l Guy Gannett Communications *  An ABC Amiate ()
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of the Secr IO .

19 M Siroot KW UOCKET Fizf oopy ORIy
W on, DC 20554 PRGN
Dear Secretery:

| am writing concerning the content of children’s television. | was shocked to find out
that very little television is deemed educational. The broadcasters have a responsibility
to present quality on the air.

Contrary to their apparent belief, quality need not be boring. There have been a number
of very good television programs over the years, programs which were interesting, well
written, and ratings successes. Sad to say, that does not define most television today.

Violent programming with sexual content does not belong on television on weekend
mornings nor during the pre-nine o'clock hours in the evening. | don't want it, my family
does not want it, and our society does not need it.

| was first amused, and then disgusted when | hear some entertainment representative
claim that television doesn't shape society, it just reflects what is happening in the real
world. That bald-faced lie is ludicrous. Why do advertisers use television if it doesn't
influence the viewer? What a character wears on television can directly translate into
societal behavior. If it didn't, product placement wouldn't exist.

Please understand that milions of us in the country are disgusted by the trash on

television, but don't write many letters or complain too much, because we have busy
lives. But we are fed up enough to complain once in a while.

g

9034 Rawhide Way
Sacramento, CA 95826

Sincerel




MM docket 93-48

11 September 1995 _—r
2633 Skidmore Circle RECE'VED

Vienna, VA 22180
‘ SEP 121995
p F 1 Communications Commission - .
2 O of the Secretary s iveuke ROOM
& 1988M Street N.W. —
23 Wgshington, DC 20554
oY N
Loy, Ladies and Gentlemen: DOCKET F”.E COPY ORIGINA‘
) &
~ S~

.q)lease toughen the Children's Televison Act. Please prevent our children from
being exposed to violence and sex during certain hours of television viewing.
Although the current trend is to support less regulation, I do not support this
trend and believe that the public needs protection against those powers who
would prey on us.

Whether we like it or not, mass media is an important socialization tool, and the
mass culture we are exposed to in the various media affects what we
personally—and what we as a country—will become tomorrow.

I would also support the FCC being given more power to enforce its fines against
mass media, which this Agency can not currently do. The case of Howard Stern's
millions of dollars in uncollectable fines is revolting to me, and even more so
now that his sponsoring company has paid these fines in expectation of being
able to buy more radio stations. Please tell me as a taxpayer how I can best
support your mission.

Sincerely,

. 4 /" :
A i 7. {/ /
; PN B ’/,/ ST e

Donna G. Hamel
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Secretary DOCK

Federal Communications Commission ETFLE

1919 M. Street NW COPY OHIG,NA‘
Washington, DC 20554

RE: MM DOCKET NO. 93-48
Dear Sirs:

I strongly oppose your proposed rule making concerning quotas for educational and
informational children's programming.

Since the passage of the Children's Television Act, there has been an increase in children's
educational programming. There is an increased awareness and concern about children's
programming at our station, and the Act and current rules are definitely working to accomplish
the desired goal.

I encourage you to allow the current system to keep working as well as it has in the past.

Sincerely,

Loren Neuharth
Station Manager

.

'Commissioner James Quello

Commissioner Andrew Barrett

Commissioner Susan Ness

Commissioner Rachelle Chong

Edward Fritts, President - National Association of Broadcasters

Gary Schmedding, Vice President/Broadcasting - Lee Enterprises, Inc.
Jim Thompson, Vice President/General Manager - KRQE-TV

13 Broadcast Plaza SW * Albuquerque, NM 87104 * (505)243-2285 * Fax: (505)248-1464



NEW YORK STATE CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS, INC.

BRANCH OF THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS

119 WASHINGTON AVENUE, ALBANY, NEW YORK 12210-2284
(518) 462-5326

The Honorable Feed Hundb: Chai

3

The Fed Com

o

mur i

19219 M Birest NW

Washingtomn. D.

My . Hundt:

(i Ooctober 1é.
will have a @aj

L. BOEL4

& Favinchal Flace
Poughkeepsies Mew York
October 8. 1995

i
ations Commission

Py | .
> k.

b

)

[SZA
i

Vivh

1R&0%

oy
&l

0K FILE COPY ORIGINA

1995, vouwr committes will make a decision that
e impact on ouwr nation’s most precious

resources oy children. Child

aducational and
howrs pey weel

ard velt seven h
inspire a field
toe & larger pilo

informational
e such & small

Crtd

ren deserve to have one howr of

gragranming per day.

Seven

part of the ftotal programmings

sorlad mativate a child toe a care

=5

af anterests or provide needed backgrouwnd

ture. It is imporiant, howey

Frowr e truly educational. not

aleae e most he

I wge vou to e
positicon for oh
sy childran,. as
and Teachers. I

Futurse of fthe w

Thank vou For v

s that
just enteriainment.

that
It was

Ipful 1f parents would serve as advisoers bo
cortent alved for cohildren.

noou-age youwr coemmittes to take this

ildren. 6As a p

s

WA what is b

@y 1

positive

arents I want what 1s best for

& member of the Naticonal Congress of

est for all

depends on the children of today
vibe to provide them seven howrs a we

€2

Farents
The

please

Loof educational TV.

cur serrous consideration of thise subject.

Sincerelys

F

JAre . Bervhard

?PN%_‘-W



THE OREGON PTA

Oregon Congress of Parents and Teachers b
531 S.E. 14th Avenue T
Portland, Oregon 97214 b

(503) 234-3928

October 13, 1995 DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINA

The Honorable Reed Huadt, Chair

The Federal Commmunications Commission
1919 M Strect, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sir:

As you no doubt know, the Children’s Television Act (CTA) went into effect in 1991. This
law requires broadcasters to serve educational and informational needs of children, as a
condition for license revewal. A report released last year by the Center for Media
Education showed that the industry has paid little attention to the mandate of this law.
Why is this allowed? And at the expense of the future of this country . . . all children?

Working in a school I come in contact with children ’acting’ out "sinister combat violence"
from Saturday morning television shows every day during recess. On many occasions, I
have sat down with my teenage children to watch television and, I'm appalled at the lack of
parent advisories and the limited children’s program selection.

I am in complete agreement with the National PTA’s position, who advocates on behalf of
all children, that the FCC should: set a standard of at least one hour per day of
specifically-designed educational and information programming on all TV stations; redefine
"educational informational" programming in order to close the regulatory loophole; count
only standard length, regularly-scheduled educational programs as meeting a station’s
"core" programming obligations under the Act; and, exclude programs aired before 6 am or
after 10 pm from counting toward the core requirement of children’s programming.

Now is the time for FCC action - to vote for children. The airwaves belong to the public -
that’s me and, as a PTA parent, I'm writing to implore the FCC to mandate requirements
that will improve TV quality for ALL children in this country.

(G

Debi Rocco
Vice President of Legislative Activity

The only volunteer organization with no vested interest other than the welfare of all children everywhere.



Sumter, S.C. 29150-5558

DISTRICT XIII PTA
Sumter - Lee - Clarendon
5%%> 134 Henrietta Drive
N

‘E:? October 16, 1995

Smooth and Serene in District 13

00CKerE,
Mr. Reed Hundt, chair MECOPYCWW%M“
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Reed:

On behalf of our District PTA, which numbers over 8,500
members, I write to urge the FCC to strengthen the Children's
Television Act by adding the following language to the rules:

1. Require the following for "educational programming":
--programming that has education as a "significant purpose"
~--programs that air between the hours of 6:00 AM and 11:00 PM
--programs that are regularly scheduled and of substantial
length (at least 15 minutes).

--written statements provided by stations on the educa-
tional objectives and the child audience targeted by
the programming

2. Require stations to identify educational children's
programming when it airs to help parents choose these shows.

3. Mandate that stations air a minimum of three hours per

week of educational shows for children. To rise to five
hours per week over a period of several years.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

B

Patricia M. Ali
President
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Dear Chairperson, October 9 ,1995

1 am interested in strengthening the Children's Television Act.(CTA) As a mother of two elementary school
children and a teacher of preschool children, I am very concerned about the direction that television
programming is taking. I grew up watching the shows that promoted family values and positive role models for
the entire family. "Leave it to Beaver" and "Father Knows Best" demonstrated what society expected from us as
we became adults and raised our own families. We laughed as the characters stumbled and bumbled their way
through awkward situations but ultimately figured out a viable solution. We need shows that teach our children
values that produce responsible, educated adults. Many of todays children don't have the luxury of having a
parent waiting when they get home from school. I worry about the messages they get from the programming that
is on during the day and early evening hours. The Power Rangers tell our children that physical strenghth and
violence is acceptable behavior and is a good way to solve differences. I honestly believe that if we can teach our
children to verbalize their feelings and negotiate their problems , the violence will be left behind. There are good
programs that teach the positive life lessons. Some examples are Sesame Street, Reading Rainbow, Bill Nye- The
Science Guy, Step by Step, Little House on the Prairie, and Highway to Heaven . As a member of our local
P.T.A. Advisory Board, I know that the PTA feels that the FCC should 1) set a standard of at least one hour per
day of specifically-designed eductional and informational programming on all TV stations 2) redefine your
definition of "educational and informational" programming in order to close the regulatory loophole which
permits stations to list programs such as "The Jetsons" and "The Flintstones" on their licence renewal forms 3)
Count only standard length, regularly-scheduled educational programs as meeting a station's "core" programming
obligations under the Act 4) Exclude programs aired before 6:00 a.mv. or after 10:00 p.m. from counting toward
the core requirement of children's programming. I do not think these expectations are unreasonable. We need
specific guidelines to define what constitutes a "sufficient” amount of educational and informational
programming. It is obvious that voluntary means toward improving children's television has not worked. We as
parents share the responsibility for what our children watch but we cannot do it alone. The television market has
not responded to providing more and better children's programming. We need the active help of the FCC to
improve TV quality. I hope you will find it in your heart to help us parents improve the messages that we send

our children over the television networks and channels. Thank you for taking the time to listen to a mother's
concerns.

Sincerely,

Anita K. Werman, Legislative Chairperson
Pleasant Run PTA
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair ¢
The Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554 DOCKETFKECOPYOHKWWM

October 13, 1995

Dear Mr. Hundt:

There is no question that parents should share responsibility
for what their childrem watch on television. The reality is,
that they cannot do it alone. The market has not responded
to providing more and better children's pregraﬁhlng, and
parents need the active help of the FCC to improve television
quality.

We feel that the FCC should : itandard of at least one hour
per day of specifically-d 7Uidéac&%iena1 and information
programming on all TV stations.

We ask that the FCC &editﬁf '$t§ &tfiﬁ&kimn of "educational and
informational" prcgranxng jer to close the regulatory
1oophole which permit stations gg cite programs such as "The

Jetsons" and the "Flinﬁttﬂﬁpﬂ on their license renewal
applications.

We feel that the FCC should ¢6ﬁﬁ% only standard length regulary
scheduled educational programs as meeting a station's "core"
programming obligations under the Children's Television Act.

Since most children are not watching television before 6:00 a.m.
or after 10:00 p.m., programs aired during those hours should
be excluded from counting towards the core requirement of
children's programming.

Since voluntary means towards improving children's television
have not worked the FCC must revise its rules to ensure
compliance with the Children's Televison Act.

Thank you for putting Children First!

Sincerely, Qﬁléégszsz)

Brenda Diehl




October 15, 1995

Mr. Reed Hundt, Chair
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, NW | DOCKET =
Washingtc:n, %c 20554 LE COPY ORiaimay

Gentlemen:

As a parent, a member of the Ferguson Elementary PTA, and a concerned
television viewer, via this letter I am requesting the Commission to
strengthen the Children's Television Act by ADDING the following language
to the rules of the act. Specifically:

1. Require the following for "educational programming": :
-- programming that has education as a "significant purpose"
-- programs that air between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m.
-- programs that are regularly scheduled and of substantial length
(at least 15 minutes)
-- written statements provided by stations on the educational
objectives and the child audience targeted by the programming

2. Require stations to identify educational children's programming
when it airs to help parents choose these shows.

3. Mandate that stations air a minimum of three hours per week of
educational shows for children. This requirement will rise to
five hours per week over a period of several years.

Because of the number of hours children reportedly spend watching television
I firmly believe that the above wording will improve children's programming,
and I urge the Commission to include these rules to clarify the Children's
Television Act.

Sincerely,
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Dear Chairman Hundt, 951002 Al

As a parent and PTA President I am very concerned about what the children of this
nation are being exposed to through television. The are learning too much about
violence and sex, and not enough math, history, and science. The results of this show up
every day in Juvenile Courts and low test scores.

To help improve this situation, I hope you will strengthen the Children's Television Act
by adding the following:

1. Require the following for "educational programming": programming that has
education as a "significant purpose"”, programs that air between the hours of 6 a.m. and
11 p.m., programs that are regularly scheduled and of substantial length (at least 15
minutes), and written statements provided by stations on the educational objectives and
the child audience targeted by the programming.

2. Require stations to identify educational children's programming when it airs to

help parents choose these shows.
3. Mandate that stations air a minimum of three hours per week of educational
shows for children, rising to five hours per week over a period of a few years.

The future of this country is dependent on the children, and unfortunately, much of what
they learn, they learn from T.V. Thank you for caring enough about the future to look
into this matter.

Deborah T. Wilcox

4K

1005 Atlanta Dr.

Bedford, TX 76022

(817)354-4733
&
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Dess Shviindam:

| sosoniiytesh my Suse younggrandshiibon © soe “The indian in the Cupboand”. | was shooked
Whamene of Su il tey fgares, S eovbey, cames sive snd ene of he et ings he dess o Mgt o
Slgmwotie. This imusiits chususter's efomuls 4o acshel may 90 over the young sudences’ hesdbut
e turtmes he Tghts up” susely duss not.

\ wnslisedfor & long tme that just shout overy movie has a sosne where ane of
the main chasacters smeins andwe essumad the-ishacee companiss own, in one way or anelher,
the i induatry.

nviswelwhatwe-tnow shout tsbases adilstion, pramuling & sublly 40 toen agess and athlie o bad
onsugh-but suggesiing to very smull chibun that asmshing i ascepiubie-is crimingl. As & sssisly we
290 te bo muving shead by bigenmpaigne o hulp pesple siep amshing end dasowaging public
seoond hand apeawre. But susely pravantion i the best way to sttnsk the dangers of smeking and
our childven must be edusated agalnet tsbuces uoe and net-inrecdused to-2- through inncoent
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Brassfield Road Elementary School
PTA Board

2001 Brassfield Road

Raleigh, NC 27614

October 9, 1995

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
The Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554 DOCKE T F ”-E COP Y OR’G’NA‘

Dear Mr. Chairman:

As PTA parents, we are very concemed about the fate of children’s television programming.
Specifically, we're referring to the Children’s Television Act (CTA) passed in 1991. This Act was a
great step towards requiring broadcasters to provide educational and informational programs for
chiidren. However, studies have shown that the amount of programming for children has not
increased despite this Act. Broadcasters have not taken this Act seriously!

Over the years, broadcasters have produced more violent programming and have given less
focus to educational, quality programs for children. A recent report by the UCLA Television
Monitoring Violence Project, has indicated that our children are being exposed to more violent
programming that ever before. Many networks have reclassified cartoons as educational, but, the
truth is that these cartoons depict “sinister combat violence” that have toy tie-ins for profit and no
educational value. Broadcasters have basically thumbed their noses to us parents who have
asked for less violent programming. Voluntary efforts by the networks to provide a "sufficient"
amount of children’s programs for TV, do not work.

For this reason, the CTA needs to be more specific in its definition and execution. We, the
Brassfield Road Elementary School PTA Board parents, support the following CTA revisions
recommended by the National PTA:

FCC should:

-Set a standard of at least one hour per day of specifically-designed
educational and information programming on all TV stations;

-Redefine its definition of “educational and informational programming" in
order to close the regulatory loophole which permit stations to cite programs
such as “The Jetsons” and the “Flintstones” on their license renewal
applications;

-Count only standard length, regularly-scheduled educational programs
as meeting a station's “core” programming obligations under the Act.

-Exclude programs aired before 6:00 a.m. or after 10:00 p.m. from
counting toward the core requirement of children’s programming.

As parents, we are responsible for what our children watch. But, we cannot do the job alone.
Everyone, including parents, broadcasters, and FCC officials, have a responsibility to the next
generation to clean up the airways. We all must do our part to invest into the future of American
children by providing quality, educational children’s television programming.

Sincerely,
Brassfield Road Elementary School
PTA Board



