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November 30, 1995

William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Co..unications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Ex Parte Presentation in MM Docket No. 93-48

Dear Mr. Caton:

Pursuant to section 1.1206 of the Commission's
rules, this is to advise you that the following:

Dr. Rosalyn Weinman, Vice President, Broadcast
Standards & practices, NBC Entertainment

Dr. Karen Hill-scott, Educational Consultant

Dr. Istar Schwager, Educational Consultant

Richard cotton, NBC Executive Vice President &
General Counsel

Ellen Shaw Agress, NBC Vice President, Legal
Policy & Planning

and
Howard Monderer, Washington Law Consultant

met today with members of the staffs of the Chairman
and Commissioners and the Office of Plans and Policies
to discuss the objectives of the NBC Television
Network's Saturday morning teen programs and the
procedures we have established to be sure that the
programs are educational/informational.

At the time, we played the attached videotape and
presented the attached written materials, which
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substantially reflect the discussion.

cc: Blair Levin
Maureen O'Connell
Brian Carter
Jane Mago
Jenell Trigg
Jonathan Cohen

ctfully yours,



Dr. Karan Rill-800tt i. a nationally recovniaed expert in ohild
csevelopJMlnt and ahildren' a televi.ion proqra_ing. She i. co
founder of cry.tal ataira, the larg••t private child development
01:98ni.ation :[n California, Adjunot Prof•••or of Planninq at UCtA,
and Pre.ident of her own oon.ultin~ firm. .

Hill-Scott ha. been involved with cbilcSren'. and fuily televi.ion
for the paat ten year. and has conaultad on over 500 epiaod.. of
••ri•• t.levision, atter.ohool proqr..., an4 tally apaoiala.
saveral of ~e.. ..ri.. have won award. from A~ion for Ch1ldren' a
'l'tIl.viaion, ~. council tor Batter Broadca.tin9', and ••lecteel
8pi.ode. have von the auaanita. Avard. She alao developed over 100
interat1tial progra_iftCJ s4aCJ3lent. ("One to Grow on") for NBC whioh
von an EIIMY in 1'.7. Aa. JIlUIber of the HBC soci.l Science
Advisory Pan.1 froa 1984-1992, .he revieWed all deValoP1lent
propo••l. for children'. proqramminq aubmitted to the network.

In additlon to network oon.ultin9, Hill-Soott ha. worked with
independent. productlon ooapanle. on development.· packae;e.. She 1.
currently aenior educat.lonal .dvi.or tor The Puzzlework., the tlr.t
NtW Corporatlon for P\mlio Braadoastine; funded .erl.s for pre
achool children funded by the corporation tor Public Broadca.tinq
in 25 years. Bill-Scot~ ia al.o a pr09rammin9 con.ultant for the
new cable World Atrica Network.

In the area ot child development, Hill-Scott created an
organization that .erve. over 12,000 California ohildren and
faaili•• in a variety of child car. and child nutrition proqram•.
She ia • nationally recoqnized authority on prototype service
delivery .yat... and child car. supply and d•••nd. Rill-Sco~t is
involved in major policy d~.lopa.nta regarding children in the
Unit-ed Stat•• and ha. b.en asked to appear .s a witne•• for aeveral
Congre••ional h.arings on child car., weltar. raform, and child
nutrition laqialation.

over t:.be p4l.~ 10 r"I:'., D.l11-8Gotot h.. WJ:'.ltt.en anel 1eGtuJ:'ed
exten.ively about ch ld development i ••u... She woro with priv.~e

oorporationa and organllation. in d••igning work-faaily progr...
and her current client ro.t.r i. diver.e, Includln9 TRW Space •
Defen.a aa well.. ttauban Ie BroaCS, the large.~ CAlifornia
hOJlek)uilder. For public ••rvice, Hill-Scott ha. .erved on or
chaired .ev.ral national, .t.~e, anCS local ooal••ion. and board•.
CUrrently, in addition to ber participation on the Board ot aebuild
LA. &ft. ~ho Lo_ An901•• Chi~. o.~o A4vioor,r •••1:'4, HL~.-890~~ ~D
Chair ot tha EconOilic Ju.tice Init.iative Project ot the Lo. Angele.
Wo••n'. Foundation.

Dr. Hill-Soott receiVed her B.A. in Music from Pepperdine
univerait.y and her doct.orat.e in :r..arning and C.v.lopmtmt. from UCLA
Vbere she ha. been on the faoulty 8ince 1972. She is married with
four children and re.ide. in Lo. Anqel••.



ISTAR SCHWAGER, Ph.D.
574 West End Avenue

New York, New York 10024
(212) 877-4368

WORK EXPERIENCE
Independent ConsultantlEducational Psychologist 1989 -

Specialize in child development, family and media issues
Strategic planning - new product development for Kodak,
PiUsbury, Planten LifeSaven, BrainReserve
Developed new show projects for Children's Television
Workshop - member of new projects team
Advisor to Swme Street Magazine and Parents' Guide with
monthly column for parents on range of topics

Children's TelevisionlWorkshoplDirector of Research for Magazine Group
1984-1989

Child development and education expert for three children's
magazines, publication for parents, and special projects
Supervised all editorial research for magazine group
Advisor to Family Living Series of books for parents
Presentations on television, radio, to corporations, ad agencies
and professional conferences about relevant topics

Sesame street Television Show/Associate Director of Research - 1982-1984
Developed new curriculum for show on range of topics
Reviewed all scripts before taping

Learning to Read Through the Arts/Consultant - 1979-1982
Developed funding proposals for national exemplary program
Evaluated program at developer/demonstrator and other sites

Family Day Care ProjectlProject Associate - 1977-1979
Liaison between Agency for Child Development and Project
Developed comprehensive program of rdmstrips, study guides
and training materials for family day care providen

Other Activities
Written articles published in Good BOYR_ping, Principal. Games
MaRaline. and Ses,me Street P'Rpts' Gyide
Taught child development/curriculum at Bank Street College and
Brooklyn CoUege
Prior to 1977 was a teacher -- involved in teacher training and
curriculum development



Attached are materials that were prepared by NBC's educational consultants and distributed to
the creative teams of our teen block shows when each show was added to NBC's schedule. The
"Hang Time" memo is representative of the materials that were previously distributed to the

producers/writers of "Saved By The Bell" and "California Dreams"
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June 2, 1995

To: The Creative Team onHe, U""

From: Karen Hill-Scott, Ed.D.
Consultant

R.e: FCC Qualifying Process

The Children's Television Act of 1990 required broadcasters to air educational and informational
programming for children. The interpretation ofthis mission and amount ofproaramming dedicated
to it has been left to each broadcaster to decide. At NBC; the entire Saturday morning schedule is
intended to qualify under the Act, and a process has been instituted to support that aim.

The process which the network has jointly developed with its consultants is that all treatments and
scripts are reviewed for their educational content and approach. As a cO~8ultant for several years,
I have developed several criteria for cvaluatina story content and provide written and oral feedback
to NBC staffon each piece ofwritten material submitted to me. 1may also have side conferences or
meetings with writers and producers u the situation warrants it.

Basically, I feel the strongest stories come from the writets own voice, and I try to work from your
starting point to shape, refine, or strenithen the educationaJlinformational mission of each episode.
I have several criteria that I use to evaluate the episodes, and the guidelines listed below are intend
to support your effons in meeting the educational aims ofthe network.

The easiest and most effective way to achieve the intent of the Children's Television Act is to make
the educational or informational content integral to the plot of the ItO'" rather than running
it 81 a separate underlying musage or story tac. The essential challenge of education is to get
children to rec:ognW: that what they learn from all sources really is relevant to living and functioning
in the world as a competent individual. This attempt to render the informational content inseparable
from the entenainmcnt concretely illustrates the principle that learning enhances living.

5105 Goldl •• 1 C.rel.

L.OI Angeles. CA 90056
21 s :iihiaa8: Tel
310 21e.;Sae Fax
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CHILDREN'S TELEVISION ACT of 1990
Guidelines for meeting FCC qualification a. educational or informational programming

Karen Hill-Scott, Ed.D.,
Consultant

Specific guidelines l that can be used when developing each snow are:

~ The content shOllil1 take tlae viewer from one level ofkllO'Wlcdge to 4 more
informed or higher level ofknowledge by the end oftlae episode.

The con/ellt mayfall into several CQtegories -- social, informational, emotional
or intellectual - but it must be integral to the plot andpresent throughout the
sCript.

The show should reach a defined audience.

The content of'lu show should be tkvelop~ntaJly appropriatefor the
aMdience which il definetL

The conlent should have intrinsic appeal and value to children in the targeted age
group(s), and/or

The content should be contain information which adults regard as important for
children in the targeted age group(s) to know.

The content should be handled in a way which is appropriate to the program
format (drama, comedy, reality, documentary).

TIN conte"t should Iwoid stereotypes ofmlllD, femaJD, facial, reUgiolU 0'
other significant groups.

The content should be presented in a comprehensible, consistent manner.

The content should be accurate (whenjactual), andfaithful to the character
(when based on personalities).

Based on my prior experience, the guidelines which are in boldface present the greatest challenge
to the creative personnel. However, our experience clearly indicates that when the starting point
for the story is imbued with a strong purpose, the reawt hu been creatively satisfying for both the
network and producing personnel. The proposed show, Hnng 'Dmc hu a rich basis and setting
for FCC content. I feel confident we can be successful in creatini a series which clearly will
qualify under the Act.

lAddltlonai writ~n upiallGtio" 0"Iii. at NBC and tlWllia"i, from COMIIUa,,' (2Jj-299-2998) •
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Educational/lnformational Goals .... 10/94 - Schwapr
NBA INSIDE S111FF

NBA INSIDE STIJFF

Edueadoualllnfonaittoal. Goals

Co.auafty Sentee - Giving back to the community. Raiailll money for
worthwhile causes; teaching, coaching, mentoring, orpnizina youth
programs.

R.... Dlverlltyfrolennc. - Appreciatiq the diversity of bacqrouDda,
ethnicities, racee and cultures that exist within society 811Cl buketbalL
Seeing how peoplo from diff.m baek&rounda can shue experieoeea. find a
common ground, and 1eam from one another. Thi, area also include.
acceptance and appreciation ofpeople who have disabilitie•.

C.I..... Esola.a•• - L.lII'DiDa Clbout the ouatoma aDd tmditiou of'peopl.
from different cultures ... their language, foods, music, celebrations,
history, etc.

School ComplettoD. Bncoutaging viewers to stay in school; to study bud,
attend and pay attention in class, do homework, study for teau, set iOala.
complete high school and prepare for life after high school. .

Overeomtnl Ob.taclu- Underltillding that aU people face cha1leoSClI
LeaminI how to cope with disappointmenta, injuries, dilabilitiea, setbacks,
rejection, etc. Seeing how pmiltence,support from others, etc. helpl ill
facing difficult situations.

COlDpedtionfl'eaaworklSportilDlal1alp - Undenta1ldilll the elementa of
healthy competition. Learnina how cooperation within a team help.
accomplish goals. Following roles ofthe game. Putting winninl and Iosiq
in perspective.
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Educationalllnfonnational Ooals - 10/94 - Schwager
NBA INSIDE STUFF

eo.met RlIOladoD - Seeing that there are ways of..tt1iDg disa~ments
throuah discusaion and negotiation. Leaminl how see a lituatioll ftom
another person's point ofview ; how to express one's own point olview and
work out difference! by communicating with words.

Problem -SeMall DedliOD Mubll- Recol"izing how reasooiDl t

knowledge and other akUls are uaed to solve problems. Knowinl when to
uk for information or heJp; commlDlicatinJ feelings; Knowina how to
collaborate in solving problems - brainstonnil1l, lettiDI advice,
cooperatina. taking time to weiah optioDl and think about solutiona.
consequences. etc.

Career.· Leaming about different kinds of work people do - includin.
types ofwork that may Dot be well known. Exp10rinl careen related and
unrelated to sports. Show how peoplo prepare for dift"erem type. ofwork,
what skill. are needed and what actual activitiea occur on the job.

Stttl_.and Workilll Toward. G...... Undmtandinl the importance of
setting and workinl towuds loals. Knowina how to tum dreams into 1Oa1a;
bow to aile.. and regularly reuseas &0&18; how to create a plan, focus
effort, evaluate prolN", redefine goals, recopize and take pride in
accomplishments.

Faailly Ufe - AppreciatiDI and undentandins of the role of(amili. in
supponiDJ and nurturina the individual. Look at manialo, child ffJIriIlI.
sibling bonds, paret\t-ebild bonds; graDdparent- child bonds. UndentaDdina
ofdifferent family configurations, recopition ofthe reaponlibWtics
entailed in fami1y life - includiol need to compromise and look at other's
viewpoints. Importance ofrespect for vuiOUI family member1- mothers,
fathers, children ... as well as communication and respect between men and
women.

Geo&rap.y - R.ecopizing where places are in relation to one aaother.
IMn1inl about the ClIlnn. Jaqua.., landmarks aDd natura11'e8OUICC'
aMociatcd with different ltates and cities in U.S. and abroad.
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BducationaIJInfonnational Goals - 10/94 - Schwaler
NBA INSIDE STUFF

IIeaItIa· UDderatandina the role ofDUtrition,cxerci_,l'IIt and, DOIitiv.
mental attitude on health. Seeing how health aft'eets seDH ofwelf-belna.
energy level, ability to concentrate. etc. UncIcntaadiDI role oftfajnjDl for
'POrta; importaDet ofpreparinr/eatinl betithy f'ood in relatioll to hoalth.
Di.cualing need for medical check ups, visits to the dcntilt, bearlna aDd eye
tests, vaccinations, AIDS awareness.

Saf.ty- UDdm'st.ancUn. iDIportance ofvarioul types ofsafety precautioua
aDd mtervOl1UOD measures. Fire lardy ..-fire prevention and cmeqecy
proceduree. etc. Auto .atety•• wearing sea! belli, safe driviDI. etc.
Learning what to do in emerzeacies - tor instance, CPR or first aid
infonnation.

..dlqlWrltllll • UndertaDdina the importance ofrwdina for iDfonution
IIDd pleasure. Seeinl people reid ad discU'1 different kiDdI ofread"'.
matWl inc1udi11l booa, newspaporl, mapzines, letten. Also looldnl at
writina u away people communicate with one IIDOther - through letters,
journals, computer E-mail etc.

Forelp L......a- Uadcntandin. and appreciatina the fact that people ill
other countrie.1pUk different lquaps; that many people speak more than
one laDIuage; that 1eamina a naw lanl\l&le enriches one's experiences and
broaden. opportunities to communicate.

CIvics a.d Govenuae8t • Gettins involved in community aotivities;
awareneal ofcurrent events; knowina how ,ovemment worb; reeopiziDl
the importance ofvotin. and voter reailtration.

EcoDOIDlCl· LcamiDa how businouel operate; seeill, the ways pl..in..
OI'Ianizina • communicatiDa etc. are aspect. ofbusincsi. LooIdnf at the
importaoce ofwork ethic, exploring job aDd career OptiODI. Seem, the
economic benefits ofaD education.



11:01 NBA OPERATIONS ~ 12126642147 NO.397 [;105
P. ~

BdueationallIafonnational Goals - 10/94 •• SchwaKer
NBA INSIDE SruFF

Arts (MaliclDlDcetrh••terJll1De ArtI) • Seeing the arts II • way that
people ecpr_ themselves and communicate. Appreciation for vuious types
ot art -- pai.ntinJ. ICUlpture, theater, music, d.nee, and the diveraity within
each oftholC forma. Appreciatin. art from different eultu.rot. UDderatandiDl
ofhow artists produce their work, what technique. adproc••• arc
involved. Seeing how imagination and creativity are part ofartistic
expression.

lIIItory - UndcntaDdiDI the influence ottbe put on the praeDt
Putting past events in a context - for iDltance what 01. occured at the same
time, what was ehronollY ofe'Ventl. Row did one event lead to MOth••

Mat.... Recognizina the importance and role ofmath in everyday liCe.
Look at how people usc math in calculatinllportl ltatiJtiCa. in runo.iDs
businesses, OD the job, at home, maldnS purchasina deciaiolU, etc.

SdeJace - Undentmdinl1hat scieace explains varioua phenomenon.
RealiziDI that science is Dot limited to labs - that upectJ ofbiololY.
phyaicl aDd chemistry are part ofday to day Ufe. SCience is related to IUCh
diverse areas u sports, cooking, IfOwma plants, eleetronicl, technolOlY,
etc.

BeoIoIY - Awareness of enviroDmental laues -. for blItIDce, need fot clean
air and water. UndCl'ltaDc1ing recyc1inl. ~onaervation ofnatural resources.
Seeing how each person1s efforts contribute to the environment



SAYED BY THE BELL: "What's the Problem?"

- Concept description

- Karen Hill-Scott notes on concept

- Karen Hill-Scott notes on script

- Karen Hill-Scott notes on final script

- Broadcast Standards notes
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"IT~R ENGA::L
Screech i. in ch&%g. of ~unDing eha .tu4en~.' cOMNUDity

.ervi.ce project.. ou.r ki~ oreak into groupa to work Oil th••e
pt'o~eet.. '1'~ azul AyaQ ~th arr~. to be iD LilsAbay" ;roup,
ancl vie to 1II!p1r... u¥'. Rach.l , lU.olcy, azul ABU... are in aAOt:her
group. Me one hal picked Adam, the clu. clown u.d __inca goof
oft atudent, .0 Scre.ah •••1gna h~ to ~.chel, .icky, aD4 Andrea'.
grou.p.
~ caul.. pro1:»l- for the othua -- he hal t%O'W>l. wl tll

t.1m•• and dAt•• an4 111•••• wozo]c ....1=-. He botob•• ally
delegated ..ai§ZUMat 1nvo1v1.11; r.a41Dg &Ad w1t1U. 1.1c:Jcy aDd
Andre. are fe4 up with !WI, ):Nt a&chel M. 1Mc.. 1At.r••tacl 1n
Adam. He.....o IIII&1"t 1A .OM u.... aD4 yet .... tQ have .0
laUch I:~oubl. in ot.~a. Ill- begins to Dotlee & patteZ1l to his
ftli..t.IJc•• aDd ai.adventure.. She csi.cu•••• it with laz••eh, m4
they dl.cu•• it with ..lding. a.ldiDg rea111•• that A4&a may bave
4y.lexia.

WhaD Rach.l .ugg••t. to A4aa that he _y have th1. leam1ng
di.abi11ty, A4aa r ..iat. admitting 1t. He cIoull't WAC tbe et.l_
of .oaeou with -. PI'O~l-.· *- aacbel ~I'.iat., be dt'opa out
of the '"\lp. 11cky u4 AAcb'M now :f..l tuJ.lty for havLA. bea .0
~at1mt with Maa lAc! .0 ju4tm_tal of lWI.

'rAe day of tb. cOIIDWlity .e"i.ce PI'•••tatieD., 'l'0IIBY an4
_an' a attempt. t.o d1.cretit each otber &D4 abLu 1n L1D4.&y~.

eye. wy 1••4. to theil' protect be1Dg a coalc 41aaatu. Ac the
lut lUAute. to AdaII' ••UZ'PZ' Ie, behal, lJ.cky, aDd. AQdrea. p~e._t
• c:c.m.m1t~ .KYie. project OIl ~.lllXi.. 'rb8y.aka the po11't that
4yalex!ca &rc't pz-=lam kida, lMt lc14a wi~ • p~o1)l_. "1fte.
pa'GeAt of tU populati= Au ... 'fom o' "lax1a. It baa
AOth1~ to do with LDtel11gea.ee, &D4 vitit he1p _.lexic. CaD
perfom aca4..u.cally jWle .. vell u anyone .1... To tweZ'YOD.'.
aurpr1•• , A4u at.epa \o\P t.o fiA:L.b. tka pZ'•••taticm by azmo\mC:iq
tbat h. bu 4yaleaLa and h.'. ,oin. to ••u the propu: belp fo~
it. The p-0up'. c:o.Il\mitr ••rvice project i. a huge '\lco••a, u.c!
k&ch.l proudly g1v•• A4&m a kia••
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this CODICIl bctweca ralion&llty IDd ClIDOtiOO? If Lauren were • 'OW lid" wbo COIIIIUtly I....OIl
him for favon, etc., the bia ohoice MCIDI reuonable. Aft. alL 1M woulda't be p1ayiq fair 1lICW would
she be showing how much she truly cared about him ifshe alw.Y' put him Oft the spot.

Thia ItOIy hu the~al to demoDIfrata how a penon cleve. MCUrity in tbeir role identity.
S«ccch'. authority is oballcapl. but the cbaUcaac sublidll whal be~ fairaaa uad
ma&1IIity in hia dcciaioaa. He caD be the ODe to dcfiDe tile pInIDIIIn UDder wbidl tbia rolationabip
could work.. I thiak. abowins Scn:cda AI be lcama to ........ oampla aDd diftiwlt IOCwsiulNioa is
the IIroftpr way to 10...walkina away &om l()IDItb;nl that maa. him happy.

r~"Pro""1~
~ is • pretty Itraiabtforwani FCC-type 1Iory. It is very oMervaal ofRMbI1 to ptrgeivo tbat AdMD

i. aatually very smart, but hia behavior aDd pcrfonnaace .... inconIUUaL I haw jUlt two su••iana
about the ptOpOMcl su"""N'Y.

Fint, iftbc IWM arc doiDa OOIMIIIDity ..-vioo, wily ...tbiI_ to plll_ .. tIIoulta it ia • pup
tCII'rD s-I*? 'l"he daGriptioa oftbe projM IIaouId be b.u. oIariMd, ...., Pbue0. ia to do • wriUe
projec:t about. problem in the QOIIBUDity your IfOUP will..~ to wcrk OIl ill Phuc 2
i\Qmally, thia miabl ewa provide daI oppadIIDity far .I1IoOIy or two bIW GIl __.... kica ..wortUna
a&-a homel_ sbIIt«, a rcadina olinio, a ICIIior oitianl home, • publio -MinI cMwlopment. eta.

Seooad., th«e'. & IfeM~ raaiDllboUl tbI "proper' 1IMlIM'It far cI)'IIai&. TbIre.. eYeD • debIae
.. to wbItbar tbiI is the proper tam to '* far • wide \¥icty at,....., .....,•.11 ......
diIIlbilitiCll. Len be sure we U'liculUc tile~ ofthe prob_1Dd po.ible 1Oluai<n AI

~lyu~blc.
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:Vlay 22. 1995

To: KobUl Schwartz

From: Karen Hill-Scott. Ed.D
Consultant

Re: \\!hat's The Problem?

.-b vou might !>ul111i!><:, I as glad a ~cript ha~ been done on a topic of impOlt. L<:aming disabilitie:s is a
catch-all lenn tor several disOl ders which are had to detect ill kids of nonnal intelligence and it is
completely possibk that a kid like Todd could go undetected until high school (though in a good
school system, this wouldn't be likely). The onl . real roblem I have With the scri t is a lot of
discussion ofrus" rob " 's done in front 0 eo er '1. rea I e, IS wou preclplta e great
person em arrassement and trigger tnvaslon 0 prtvacy Issues among professionals and families
who deal with learning disorders. The records and diagnosis on kids with any kind of learning
disorder are supposed to be highly confidential infonnation and certainly not directly linked with a
particular smdent so that all the classmates know

However. I am going to work with what you have and try to reoommend minor soene changes so we
don't cl<:at<: the negative i!>!>ue!> whe:l1 the whole point of the story is to do jU!>1 the: opposite. Generally,
I think the story has the underlying theme of understanding learning disorders, and you managed to
squeeze out two layers of "Bell capers" (the homecoming queen election. and the lost crown) for the
Silly stut!:

_ ~~ Page 8: . ,

~~ a~,
-~'" A1 the bottom of the page, Belding tell, the ,tu<knts that Todd needs to pa" the t.". This i'nl
fJJ~~ really acceptable. It would be bener if he communicated with Rachel, who he wants to tutor Todd,

• AI and she tells the kids. TIus oan be done in the same number of pages, still makes it olear Belding is
~ trymg to help, and ups the ante with the kids to push Rachel to pull out all the stops when she tutors

~~'~" him
• For example. Belding could say he wants to talk to her about an assignment. Then he tells her

about Todd. 'When she comes back to the group (who she, of COUI1;e trusts) she says her assignment is
to help Todd with his history exam. Ifhe doesn't pass. no play for the homecoming game.

Page 12 Todd says its easier when he gets the info from Rachel. The key word should be
"hear" the mfonnation from you. It is very COITUnon that a person with dyslexia follows oral
instruction and oommunioation very wdl. Peter may have s~n it with dyslexic actors who lean1 their
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NBC Script Notes
Ikll-Whats The Problem

Pag~ 2

lines best when someone reads them first, rather than trying to learn them from reading the script.

to be

Page 26 Rachel and Belding are having a conversation. Rachel should describe what's going
on with Todd with specific language. i.e.. "As long as we talk. about history, he knows the answers.
But when he has to actually read or write about it, we nm into problems."

At the bottom of the page, Bdding should indioate he's going to follow up on this., e.g.
"You know something, Rachel? It sounds like: our frie:nd Todd Gre:cn really is smart. But deali.ng
with the book actually interferes with his leaming. This need a follow-up-I think Todd might have a
learning disability."

Page 29: The description of what happens with dyslexia is a little off. Belding should say" ...so
you see Rachel. some very bright people can have trouble reading. When they see words printed on
the page. they interpret them differently. It's caned dyslexia."

RAchel responds, then he says

"That oould very well be. It's certainly worth it for me to talk to him and see ifhe would like
to work on tius. TIlere nught be some things the school can do to help hi.m get tilCougb his classes and
master his work."

It IS very Important to not suggest there are ~asy fixes like "lots ofleaming methods" which
will help. The stucknt really has to work hard to accomodate and adjust and figure stuffout just to
have equal ground with the other students.

Page 34: ~ice interaction between Rachel and Todd (thought you'd want to hear the

~
omPliments,too!)

• ... Doge 37 Here we have the problem of Belding discussing Todd in front of everybody else. It's
.~ like Todd doesn't know, and Dclding is telling everyone about his SituatiOll before l,e talks to Todd

about it. Creatively. it is good to have all the kids get some sense ofwhat's going on so they won't

iI
:~~('(' T"'dj "n~ :-~nerallybe ignorant of dy~lexia.. Howeve~. ~elding really s~ouldn'tdo this witOOut

~
l'Odd'S penmsslOn. More Importantly, <kalmg With dysleXia IS not a matter at the studelrt
cknowledging that this is the problem. A diagnosis needs to be ma& and an individualized eduatioll
pl~ dev~which the student, parents, and school agree upon. On that note, I offer the followitlg
nunor revlSlOns:

MAybe Belding could "ay "there'" no need for all ofthis anger. I'd like to explain a little
something to you (then he could nod to Todd for acknowledgement that it'l OK to proceed).
Take your seats..... " Then he can go through the problem on the board.
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:\1 the end of the scene, Belding says,
.. And these students that I'm talkinhg about--they'n: not problem students. They're perfectly

normal and ultdligent students wlth a probh:m. And fortunately once we've identitied the problem we
can work on solutions --solutions that let the student show just how smaart they really are. "

Todd then comes up to Belding and says "~fr. Belding. thanks. And I ready to begin working on that
problem."

Page 41: The solution could be a verbal test. But also, more time give dyslexics the opportunity
to figure out what the printed words are. Since Todd rlUl out oftime during the first administration of
the test, he ~ould simply be given more time this go round. It's an either/or suggestion on my part.
But verbal t~ts might be interpreted by this age group as unfair advantage for th~ dyslexic student.

The remainder ofthe script is tine. Some places, where the kids are happy tor Todd, etc. are really
nioe and demonstrate good mutual support among peers.

Overall. this was a furmy and nice story.

(Robin, plcl\!iie excu..e the typos No time to proof.
KHS)

Pag~ 8:
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May 24, 1995

To: Robin Sohwartz

From: Karen Hill-Scott, Ed.D.
Consultant

Re: What's The Problem (RevisionsIFbw)

I am appreoiative of and pleased with the revisions in the script. Overall, the dyslexia story works
very well, and the changes in the front end with the LindsaylMaria confliot set up their competition as
plausible and in character. I don't want you to think I am splitting hairs, but I still want to make this
last little note.

On Page 32 ofthe script. Belding has completed his dcmonateation in oJUI about how dyslexia is a
problem with interpreting written words. This is handled O.K. However, he still makes the remark
that the student with the problem has to acknowledge it I think this is not the right word choioc. It
makes it sound like the student is owning up to alcoholism or some other ooodition for which there i.
more personal control. The troth about dyslexia is that it has to be recognized and identified tirst
then something can be done about it. The burden is not on the student to "admit" to a problem. The
burden is really on the school to identify what's wrong, and on the student to partioipate in a cort'CQtive
action plan. Comprendc?

Couldn't Belding say to ••• And once they recognize tha1 this is problem we can work on, a lot of
headway [progress] can be made. [After all, having dyslexia doesn't mean you aren't smart.] Alright,
olass dismi.sscd."

See what you can do with this, please. Dyslexio kids go throush so muoh agony to reconcile their
olass pcrfonnance with their troe ability. And, like Todd, many go through school for several years
thinking they are quite dumb, when just the opposite is more likely to be the truth.



Send revised draft (X)
Send or notify re: R.C. (X)
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TO: Peter Engel

~, .,

lUlU/MOW: aVIID BY BJI BJILL

_IIOD8: wa-.r'8''''' PaOBL.'

APPROPRIATE TIME FOR AIR: SAT All
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Dowling

Acceptable1 SUbje~ to input fro. qualifying C~ltant, Dr. K~~ ,
Hill scott.- . ntt'Oraation concerning dyslexia stiOuld be accurate. 'l>
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"CALIFORNIA DREAMS"
THIRD SEASON

=:P::: SODE If 60253 - TIFFANI , S GOLD
~i:fani tries out for ~he National Volleyball team, but finds

t~at ~er size is a hindrance agai~st other girls. Her coach and
:~~ends er.courage her to t~y harder and harder, not so much for
~ersel: but rather Eor their own ~nterests. All this pressure
=or.~:nces ~~ffani to try steroids in order to gain an advantage on
the ":01:eybal1 court. She convinces a reluctant Sly to help her
obtain some on the promise that she will only use them until the
:i~st c~t. :n the mean time Tony, Mark and Sly are involved in a
bet agai~st each other to see who is more "studly."

Tiffani has made a remarkable turnaround in her game, but
certain side effects from the steroids are starting to show
through her normal personality. In the "stud" contest, the three
try hard to appeal to what they feel is "studly." but they are
continually upstaged by Jake, who ironically refuses to compete.
~iffan~, makes the first cut and the gang is ecstatic. Sly
cor.gratulates Tiffani, and she reassures him that she'll stop the
steroids, but continuing pressure forces her to stay on them.

Sly hides in the girls locker room in order to sneak a peek
at Sam and Lorena's "Mr. Stud" scores, but he instead catches
Tiffani taking more pills. He confronts her. but she refuses to
quit taking them, citing her performance and achieving her dreams.
Jake wins the stud contest without trying as Sly enters and
explains that Tiffani is using steroids. They don't believe him,
until Tiffani enters overflowing with typical side effects. She's
made the ~eam when they confront her about the steroids, but she
denies the allegations. The gang is persistent until Tiffani
breaks down, when they comfort her. A few day later. Tiffani
meets up with the gang and apologizes for lying. She realizes her
dreams are not worth achieving unless she reaches them herself.



May 26,1994

To: Linda Mancuso
Peter £Diel

From: Karen Hill-Soott, &lD.

Re: Tiffani's Gold (Saipt)
Blind Da.te (Treatment)

"TIFFANrs GOLD"
This story is basic&1ly quite sound and the oontlic:t about dnlp is sufficiently presmt throughout the
episode to build and develop the problem as well as CQIlvey the message. You aho convey the
message graphically (through TiffaDi's bcbavior) and with dialogue. ThiJ is exc;eUent. The mood
\Jhanges Tift'ani experiezwel arc handled welL TIle B Story ofthe men', "beauty oontest" is good foil
and really quitc fubny if it is made clear the guys have gouen all wound up and testy (no pun iDrewied)
over the girl's interest in the male volleyball players (p. 5).

Sly seems to get ofIa little too euy for having supplied the steroids to Tiffani. 11J.c 83IIi should ride
him a little harder, or show their exasperation with him or something.

~ow for the page by page:

P.~: As I said in the intro, the oomcst should very olearly be the boy's idea even thou&h it is
"reverse s~xi5m." Ifthcy maJct it up and do a bunch ofstupid stuB: the~ ova "manliness" is
really hwnorous.

P. 11: The coad1 scc.rm a little mean, rathCl'than b&rd-noscd, but positive. It's not Tiffani bas
not tried bard, is it? Ifshe has put out an effort, it scans like he would say, tryou've got to try even
harder-pull out all your stopa, etc." rather than "we wouldn't be having this chat ifI had all the
aQSwcn" (Just a.skina?)

Alao. I am up,mina you have vcritiecl the slana usage on steroids so we can assume
teens in MunClc, Indiana will know what you're tslking about.

P.16: Tonyoalls Sly the great wet one. 2 page. aftc:rhi. pams have gotten wet. Will the
audienoc remember the oonneotion?

P.19: When Ti1fani aDd Sly maJc.c~ dcaJ !O pt the steroids, this is a good example ofhow
kids "~ent1y" honor their friendabip by "helping" friends out like this. Very realistic.

P.26: ADotba' note on the Coach. He doem't seem as mean spiri1cd here, but he'. still sort of
a holdout on motivation. TbiI illY favors the threat over inspiration.

p.27-28:

P.29:

rdl'ini's mood. changes and irritability arc hand1ed well

I think. thia may be an error. TonyteUs Tiffani she has to win. She bas to make the
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cut. I don't think that is related to winDing or loain&. unlcas he is referring to the; tc;am as a whole.

P.33: Sly's line about being in the girls locker room and not being happy is good andfiumy, too.

P.34: Mark. hating his family is out oftbe blue. Where is this going? Or was this an
exasperated funny line. I think r mi.interpreted your intent. Maybe he could use different language
and say something like "My familys abnonnaI." or "Howd I aet in this family?" Something other than
bate.

P.36: When Mark tells Sly he will need a toupee, it's been several paps since we talked
a.bout the penalty for 10lina the contcat. I think either it needs more reference in other parts ofthe
script, or more context here to remind the audienoe that becoming a baldy is imminent

P.39 Tony UiCS the word Nikc after Ti1fani says "Just do it" Is this one ofthe advertising
etlucs violations or will it be perocivcd as promotional?

P. 40: We're on to Sly haviDa made the steroid. oODDeCtion, but nobody punues it? Thi& is
unacceptable. They both have made an error injudgrnent. Perhaps on Page 41, when Tift"ani asks
"WboTC you goaaa. bel.icvc" this is an opportuDity f« Jab to say ''Why would Sly lie-bc's aotta. deal
WIth me for being the jerk who :made the conaectioa. for you" or somcthiDa to that e1feet.. This waY.
the kids are eXl"SSing a judgment call on Sly and backing Tiffimi into the "truth comer" at the same
time.

P.46: When Tiftani rctums. her lines about being clean and resting sound like the refrain of
a longer tam user, and don~ ling true. You've handled JDI.Idlof. other behavior quite 8QCW'8t.cly up
to this point. I think. to be rea1iltic, sbc would ref« to the coUDlC1.iD.a. pUiDa her head together about
how to handle oompetitive preuure in sportI, and how to handle not making the gut ifshe made her
best effort.

Before Sly speala. siIwe everyooe die baa made their apologies, could we set it up
where the gang looks to him to aay his pcaQC (aa though he OWCl an apology to Tiffani)? I know you
arc going to say thii is a "cteative note" but rm tryiDs 10 IUgeat a way to create the 10aicaJ and
necessary peer pressure on Sly to do the rigbt thiDg in a situatioa. like this. Alao, the Pna needs to do
the right thing by recognizing when Sly has mcucd up and oommunioating that to him. (aDd our
audience).

P.47: Ti1faDi'. reIpOIIIC is too easy. I think. However, the statomcat about "I deoide what to
put in my body" is cxoellcnt and shows the need for pcnooal rcaponiibility and.olf-cOntroI.

This is a creative note ''It'. OK for a iUY to Qr)' when his~d is butting herselfwith
drugli" is a lame line! Too .aooherine andOODtrived. Youroall. I just do not waatlO losctbe
audience at the cod oftbae storica with patlinoa that cause them to dilcredit the flmd.menta J

message. On an unrela1ed note, the girls would pull out hair oli.ppen, not electrio razors.

Dospite all these notes, I think tbcrc: are lots offi.umy m()ll1CDts throughout the story whioh I did not
stop and comment upon, but whioh bring humor to what oould have been a heavy banded story. Good
work.
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May 30,1994

To: Robin Schwartz
Linda. Manouso
PaaEnacl

From: Karen Hil1-S~Ed.D.

Re: Script Notes
TUfani's Gold

"Tiffani's Gold"

This scnpt looks very good. My notes are not cx1CDSiv~.

p . 2/51- Z 0' .,

P.7: The girls an peeping tbr'ousb a hole in the wall at the lock« room?? Did I miss this in the
first draft? I thought~were Itililooking at the guys &om some ather van. point. It's clear the
pecking 1S mtegral to the next few pap ofthc script, but we Cl8DDOt give the impression that they call

actually see nabd YOUDg moo on the other aide ofthe wall. WbIIl the gym teacher sees them doiDa it
(po 9-10), WG don't want to make it look like III adult is ooadooiftg what many (inoluding several
litigants m rcceallawmiu) regard as a serious o1feose. Is there some way that we can convey that this
is a benign aetlvity. Maybe the ooadl can aay, on page 10, whea. Tifrui uka her to go easy on them.
"they really don't have to peek-tbey could Me even more oftbose muaolea ifthey sat on that bc::och in
the hallway." Or she could put her finger in the hole and it ids stuck. Or something

PolS: rthink the side cffootl include mnureaol'. not baldDeu. At any rate, growina a. beard aDd
having hair on one'a chest arc more 8J&Phioally awful and. sort term COOScqUCDCCI of steroid usage for
women than the d.iI1ant prospect ofgetting bald.

P.32: t:liing the threat ofdcatb. is a lIOft-eequitur for tecna. They pa.crally don't believe death a.pplies
to them until it h.appeDS to one oftbeir friCGd5.. They also regBrd threats ofdeath as a scare ta.ctic:/
oventa.tement and. disregard the infonnatioo. which comes with the threat. 11:Ia'efore, I recommend we
use the graphic, concrete. description ofsymptoms: ''you're already showiog the mood
chanies...what's next, eu..

po 47: I thmk it would be UMful for the awlleacc ifTiff'ani sta1a that abe doem't want to feel the
effects ofthe steroids as a oliDAmcr for the "I control what I put in my body." This line is very good, by
the way.



FROM: Dowling, Lynn

TO: Mancuso, Linda
Schwartz, Robin

CC: Agress, Ellen
Cordes, Ted
Posivak, Tom
Weinman, Rosalyn

SUBJECT: CA DREAMS
PRIORITY:
ATTACHMENTS:

RE: KAREN'S NOTES on TIFFANY'S GOLD

DATE:
TIME:

05-26-94
10:50

Although I agree with Tom's original notes that it would be better if Sly
were NOT the drug connection, I'd like to propose a compromise, since Karen
seemed to support that element (note, p.19). I'm working from the 5/5 draft.

On page 18, Tiffany should lay a much heavier guilt trip on Sly, so he feels
his loyalty is being questioned (e.g., "If you were really my friend ... ").
Also, have Sly say something like "I'll ask around ... " instead of "Okay,.I do
know this guy who has a connection... " so it doesn't look like he already has
an established source. I also would like to lose or change the line on p. 17
which suggests he'd pay to have someone physically attacked (I understand the
Kerrigan joke, but how do we know he doesn't mean it?). One more thing on
the steroids issue: Although Sly's line about the mustache (p.24) is funny,
I'm concerned that it trivializes the consequences. What if he says
something serious to her about consequences before she leaves the room; then
he can add " ... besides, the last thing the band needs is a pretty blonde
quitarist with a mustache" after she's gone. I agree with Karen that the
rest of the kids should come down harder on Sly.

Regarding the Nike mention on p.39, it can be probably be justified as
program related, but Tony could just as easily say" ... or she's aUditioning
for a commercial" (it's obvious which commercial). I vote to lose the
mention.

NOTE TO ELLEN: I've asked Tom to add you to the cc list on his CA DREAMS and
BELL notes.

==============================================================================


