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Dear Chairman Hundt:

On behalfofthe radio paging companies that have signed this letter, we are writing to
you to express our deep concern about the FCC's "freeze" on the processing of all radio paging
applications, while the agency considers whether to auction off the little remaining unused
paging spectrum. Two copies ofthis letter are being concurrently submitted to the Secretary's
Office for inclusion in the record in this proceeding. We sincerely believe that your agency has
no idea ofthe profound financial and operational harm this action is already taking on these
paging companies, their customers, and their thousands of employees. Many ofthe customers
who use these paging services are involved in health, safety, and law enforcement services.

The companies who have joined here to voice their concerns range from entrepreneurs
who have in the past year invested their lives' savings to build new paging systems in reliance
upon recently granted FCC licenses, to larger, publicly owned p.aging companies, who must
make substantial financial commitments years in advance, just to keep up with the enormous
growth rates of their customer bases. Collectively, they provide essential paging services to
literally millions of customers~ their combined annual revenues are in the hundreds of millions of
dollars. Their combined work forces measure in the tens ofthousands~ and they have created
tens of thousands of ancillary jobs for technicians, engineers, software companies, and
equipment manufacturers. In short, the financial stakes for these companies are truly enormous~

the FCC's "freeze" threatens to almost immediately harm these jobs and investments, while
degrading the quality of service provided to these customers.

Most of these companies have applications in processing at the FCC, to obtain
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authorizations for additional sites that are critical to build-out their paging systems. Without
these additional transmitter sites, they will have coverage "holes" in their systems, and critical
pages won't be delivered to their customers. The FCC's proposal to allow expansions only
within existing interference contours in no way alleviates these problems; that is a drastic
impediment to necessary expansion plans, and will cause these companies to lose millions of
dollars already committed to equipment and expansion plans.

A competitive paging system cannot be managed without constantly adding, and moving,
transmitters to meet customers' needs. In this respect alone, paging systems are entirely different
from "single transmitter site" businesses, such as SMRS and wireless cable. Paging companies
have not been clamoring for vast amounts of additional spectrum (unlike ESMR, PCS and MDS
proponents); rather, they are already the most efficient users of the most narrow channels
available under the FCC's Rules. But, they must be able to add transmitter sites to their
authorized frequencies, in order to provide the quality, wide-area, simulcast coverage that all
paging customers routinely expect. ,Each day, these business men and women make investments
to improve coverage for paging customers; each day, they hire thousands of field technicians,
salespeople, and service representatives to keep up with customer needs and demands. Your
plan to "freeze" paging applications until auction rules are adopted, would immediately stop this
growth, lead to service degradation, and throw employees out ofwork.

Paging companies are not expecting "free spectrum" anymore, and are willing to fairly
pay what the market dictates for legitimate mutually exclusive application situations. But, your
freeze is not preserving unlicensed spectrum for auction; it is punishing legitimate paging
operators who are already licensed to use very small amounts of radio spectrum. Moreover,
history strongly suggests that this freeze will remain in place for many months, if not years,
before paging auctions are completed and expansion plans can proceed. The FCC's experience
with freezing SMRS and MDS applications for years pending adoption ofauction rules, and the
protracted pace of those on-going auctions (the MDS auctions began in November oflast year,
and show no sign of ending soon), gives the paging industry absolutely no reason to believe that
1his freeze will be brief or painless.

If the FCC wants to deter "speculators" from filing hundreds ofpaging applications while
your agency considers adopting auction rules for paging, there are many reasonable ways of
doing so under existing FCC Rules, without harming legitimate paging companies and their
customers. First ofaU, because paging companies are entitled to interference protection for their
wide-area systems, there are very few areas in the United States where a "speculator" could
legitimately apply for a new paging channel. Second, unlike the SMRS service (which was
"frozen"by the FCC for years, to try to avoid speculative applications), all common carrier
paging applications are subject to public protest and mutually exclusive applications. Most
paging companies do not allow speculative applications to go unchallenged when they would
block a paging company's right to expand service coverage on a particular paging channel. For
PCP frequencies, we ought to be able to work with the FCC to expeditiously craft similar
processing rules, or coordination procedures, that will deter speculators, while preserving the
unlicensed areas of the Country that remain for legitimate, mutually exclusive auction
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procedures.

Finally, if the FCC were to strictly enforce its application rules, speculative applications
would go away. Not one ofthe paging companies that have signed this letter would apply for an
FCC license unless they had the financial and technical ability to build that transmitter site~ that
is obviously not the case for speculators. If the FCC were to require all applicants to provide
proofof site availability, financial and technical ability to build a paging station, the vast
majority ofthese speculators would have their applications disniissed. The FCC's statutory
obligation to ensure that no license is granted unless there is a genuine "need" for it~ provides it
with ample legal authority, without protracted rulemaking proceedings, to require all applicants
to explain how they intend to build and use a requested paging station. These simple actions will
clear the FCC's backlog ofspeculative filings in very short order.

The FCC has stated time and again that it considers itself to be the "job creating"
commission; this freeze proposal will surely put paging employees, and the myriad companies
that serve them, out ofwork, while immediately adversely affecting service to customers. We
urge you to consider alternative means ofdealing with speculative filings, while allowing
legitimate paging companies to proceed with their daily business needs. The amount of capital
that would be squandered by this freeze is enormous~ the harm to this thriving industry could be
irreparable.

These concerned paging companies will be expanding upon these concerns, and
suggesting immediate alternatives to the FCC, in formal comments during the "interim"
comment period. Nevertheless, each day that the freeze remains in place is causing serious
disruptions ofservice and business plans. These concerned small business people will be calling
your offices in the next few days, and will be traveling to Washington to meet with you to
impress upon you the harm that the freeze is causing to their businesses and customers. We
sincerely hope the FCC will listen carefully to these concerns, and work with us to find a
compromise that will not harm the paging industry and their millions of customers. Thank you
for your time and attention.

F:\clienulfcc\frez214.1tr



Feb-15-9S 05:22P

Merryville Investments Inc.
d.b.a. Best Page

A Wireless Communications
Company

135 Ambler Way
Alpharetta. Ga. 30202

P.02



FEB-1S-1996 09:17

~+
NITWORK, INC

40 S. Palafoll Slreet
Pensocolo. Fl 32501

P.02

Charles A. E.11ng III
President and CEO
A+ltetwork, Inc.

Pogers • Voice Moil· Cellular Phones • rel.pnone An5Wering Servlt;e

TQTi=L P.02



FEB-1S-1996 09: 3S FRCJ'1 ~L I-G. TO

~~::7
Chief Operating Officer
MetJ:ocall

tsn Richmond Hl9hway. Alexandria. Vll'Qinia 22306-6677 (703) 660-9343

TOT~ P.OO2



FEB-14-96 WED e3:29 PM eee• use ala a4e la24 p.e2

-4ooJUSA-BEEP
A 0Mst0n 01NadOIw.w.~. Inc. •

Rvssrl r ~1
Dr~t or 8t Opff" h,")

!JuJI"''N\~ R51~11 )1)(,

2313 w. Burbank BWd., Burbank, CA 9t606-1235
ServIce: (8tS} 840-1800 • (61g) 233-7377 • FAX: (818) 840-1823



A"'.IlUIW.'"
""I'M'CII

JlI
IJItJ-U9-'1II

10: FEB 14'96 15:20 No.003 P.02

..".,,_.....,I8e•..
P.O. BoJC ,.., • WArm-K, LA • 105(JI·MJfJO

..-

"".1.1I'«J
.1J"2f1·~Z21

SH-Z61.3JJl
1IfItJ-1J9·JZ2Z

A,,.'N,,rrItU'lON
JII.J'1.J.1,l.'
SfHoJ,1.J3JJ
''''J.~''JJJ3

R£.c~
Richard E. Zuschlag
P....ld.nt
Acadian Ambulance Service



FE'-;'-26 WED IS:17 PM .TO~L+COMMUHICATIOHS+IHC 1+'97+337+3176

TOTAL COIIMUII'CAr'ONS

n..""*,." CiJ-mp~
10084 South U.S. 1 • Pen 51. l.uel•• Florid. 341152

Phone: (407) 337·2983 (800) 755·1817

Fax~ (-407) 337·3176

P.93

<: #)=-s--



FR01 : Panason i c PPF

FBBRUARY 14, 1996

cJZ.4. £/
LBSTB~KSON
PRBSIDBNT

FEB.14.1996 3:01PM p 2

IlIIYD .

~i~
~J))J)JJJJ

.
9600

SUNSBAM CENTER DR.
JACKSONVILLB

PLORIDA
32257



FEB 14 '96 13:56 P.S

/~/"J,.

STATE\NlCle PAGING

30?8 ClAIAMONT AOAO. SUm: 111 • ATl..ANTA. SA 30329 • (-404) 2.s.ooe~
!ISS) OI<&ECHCJI!tI!E BLVD.• WEST PALM I!!I!.ACH. FL 33417 • (407) e87-8400 ,"AX (407) 88'-1235



Kenneth Fisher, President
800 USA PAGE, INC.

800 PAGE USA,INC.
7750 NW 79TH AVE, .H10

TAMARAC, FL 33321


