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ET Docket No. 95-18
RM-7927

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

MOTION OF CONSAT CORPORATION
FOR LEAVE TO FILE SUPPLDII:MTAL C<»&a:NTS

COMSAT Corporation ("COMSAT"), through its COMSAT Mobile

Communications business unit, submits this Motion requesting

leave to file the attached "Supplemental Comments of COMSAT

Corporation" in response to the Commission's Notice of Proposed

Rule Making ("NPRM") 1 in this proceeding.

The purpose of the Supplemental Comments is to request that

the FCC incorporate the results of the 1995 World

Radiocommunications Conference ("WRC-95") into its proposals in

this rule making. The decisions made at WRC-95 regarding the

allocation of spectrum at 2 GHz for use by the global Mobile

Satellite Services ("MSS") beginning on January 1, 2000, and the

procedures for ensuring a gradual transition of terrestrial Fixed

Services ("FS") from the 2 GHz band relate directly to, and

significantly impact, issues under consideration in this

proceeding. 2

Notice of Proposed Rule Making, ET Docket No. 95-18, 10
FCC Rcd 3230 (1995).

2 See Final Acts of the World Radiocommunication
Conference--rwRC-95), Geneva 17 November 1995 ("WRC-95 Final
Acts") .
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Indeed, COMSAT believes that the results of WRC-95

fundamentally alter the assumptions underlying the Commission's

proposals in the NPRM regarding the deployment of MSS at 2 GHz

and the relocation and reimbursement of existing terrestrial

operations in the 2 GHz MSS bands in the United States. In

contrast to the FCC's proposals, the WRC-95 Final Acts recognize

that MSS and existing FS microwave systems can share certain band

segments at 2 GHz for a limited time as part of an overall

transition plan for the 2 GHz band, and that procedures and

coordination criteria can be devised, in accordance with

internationally agreed-upon FS performance objectives, to protect

existing FS microwave systems from harmful interference during

the transition. We believe that the WRC-95 decisions provide a

workable framework for the Commission to allocate spectrum at

2 GHz for use by MSS in the United States and that this

framework, which is consistent with COMSAT's phased transition

plan submitted to the FCC on May 5, 1995,3 and clarified in the

attached Supplemental Comments, should be adopted by the FCC.

In COMSAT's Supplemental Comments, we propose specific steps

that the Commission should undertake to implement the results of

WRC-95, consistent with our alternative transition plan for the 2

GHz band. Our proposals are intended to expedite resolution of

the issues under consideration in this proceeding. To ensure

that no party is prejudiced by the attached filing, we request

3 See Comments of COMSAT Corporation, filed May 5, 1995,
at 17-24 ("COMSAT Comments").
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that the FCC place our Supplemental Comments on public notice and

seek comment from all interested parties on our proposals for

allocating the 2 GHz band to MSS consistent with the results of

WRC-95.

We believe that the steps set forth in the attached

Supplemental Comments fulfill the Commission's objectives in this

proceeding to bring the benefits of 2 GHz MSS technology to users

throughout the United States and around the world as rapidly as

possible and in a manner that fairly balances the interests of

MSS and FS systems and promotes the delivery of new, competitive

MSS services to the American public.

CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, COMSAT respectfully submits that

the Commission should accept the attached Supplemental Comments

of COMSAT Corporation for filing in this proceeding.

Respectfully Submitted,

COMSAT CORPORATION
COMSAT Mobile Communications

By:

COMSAT International Communications
6560 Rock Spring Drive
Bethesda, MD 20817
(301) 214-3473

Its Attorney

March 14, 1996
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