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AT&T COMMENTS ON FURTHER NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

Pursuant to the Commission's Further Notice of

Proposed Rulemaking, released on March 5, 1995 (FCC 96-75),

AT&T Corp. ("AT&T") hereby submits its comments on the

Commission's proposal to require payphone owners to update

the signs on public telephones within 30 days after

notification of a change in the presubscribed carrier ("PIC

change") .

As noted in AT&T's comments (p. 7), Section 226(b)

of the Communications Act grants consumers a right to know

the presubscribed carrier for all public telephones.

Moreover, carrier information is critical in order for the

presubscription system -- which is designed to effectuate

consumer choice -- to function efficiently at such

telephones. Therefore, AT&T previously urged the Commission

to require that signs be changed on public telephones within

7-15 days after a PIC change occurs.

See AT&T Comments, p. 7; AT&T Reply Comments, pp. 5-6;
NPRM, ~~ 38 and 41.
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The Commission's proposed rule would give

aggregators 30 days after notice of a PIC change to revise

the signs at public phones. Although AT&T believes that

this is more than sufficient time to make the appropriate

changes, AT&T would not oppose the proposed rule, provided

that it is amended specifically to require aggregators to

make the necessary changes within 30 days of notification of

a PIC change or at the next scheduled servicing of the

phone, whichever is earlier. This modification to the

proposed rule will not require any additional changes in

aggregators' servicing schedules, which is the only

legitimate reason for allowing any delay in maintaining

correct signs at public phones. However, it will ensure

that consumers receive more timely information, and it will

not allow an aggregator to evade its statutory duty and

consumers' statutory right -- simply because a longer period

might be permissible under a strict reading of the rule.
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WHEREFORE, for the reasons stated above and in its

earlier comments and reply comments, AT&T urges the

Commission to amend the proposed rule in the manner

described above.

Respectfully submitted,

AT&T COR.P. r-r--.,
BY"'" \2~I\~

Mark C. Rosenblum
Peter H. Jacoby
Richard H. Rubin

Its Attorneys

Room 3254A2
295 North Maple Avenue
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
(908) 221-4481

Dated: March 26, 1996
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