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REPLY COMMENTS

OET is participating in negotiations between the United States and
foreign governments to reach mutual recognition agreements
("MRAs") that could streamline product approval processes worldwide
and improve the access of U.S. telecommunications and electronic
products to world markets. Based on these negotiations, we
understand that the United States' trading partners would like to be
able to approve their own equipment for direct access to the U.S.
market. Specifically, they desire to allow entities in their regions or
countries to approve equipment without the need for submittal of an
application to the FCC with reciprocal privileges for the United States.

In the Matter of

Improving Commission Processes

96-50 ("Notice"). In its Notice, the Commission discusses its policy on

Equipment Division ("UPED") hereby files these Reply Comments in

governments on equipment approvals. In Section F, Office of Engineering

response to the FCC's Notice of Inquiry released February 14, 1996, FCC

negotiations between the United States government and foreign
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TIA UPED actively supports this effort and has been instrumental in the on

going European Union Mutual Recognition Agreement (liEU MRA")

negotiations, representing the United States telecommunications industry

through TIA. The Information Technology Industry Council has also been an

active supporter of the EU MRA efforts for its sector. As a result of these

negotiations, the MRA contains a two-phase transition proposal for

telecommunications equipment which will eventually allow testing and

approval of both harmonized and non-harmonized equipment in both the

U.S. and Europe has been developed. TIA has also participated in MRA

efforts that formed part of the North American Free Trade Agreement

("NAFTA") requiring the NAFTA parties to accept test data from laboratories

located in the other NAFTA parties as well as participating in recent MRA

discussions involving Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation ("APEC").

Moreover, both the TIA and the Electronic Industries Association

("EIA ") strongly support policy initiatives which would accelerate the

evolution of a global market place. In their response to Vice President

Gore's Global Information Infrastructure: Agenda for Cooperation document

released in February 1995, a further elaboration on the Vice President's

proposals at the International Telecommunication Union World

Telecommunication Development Conference in Buenos Aires on March 21,
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1994, TIA and EIA issued a joint White Paper on the Global Information

Infrastructure ("Gil") which states:

EIA and TIA also have specific recommendations for how local
regulations concerning telecommunications equipment can stimulate a
robust, competitive market for sophisticated products:

• EIA and TIA urge that the certification and type-approval
process for terminal equipment should be nondiscriminatory;
should be based on no-harm-to-the-network criteria, not
performance criteria; and should be open to any manufacturer
or agent; and

• Once an open, transparent, nondiscriminatory type-approval
process is implemented by a U.S. trading partner, the United
States should negotiate mutual recognition of type-approval
test data and ultimately type approval itself. 1

TIA UPED urges the Commission to continue to participate in MRA

negotiations. Implementation of the EU MRA is projected for the second

half of 1996, and once implemented the agreement will allow U.S.

manufacturers greater access to the European market through the mutual

recognition of product testing, quality registration, or product approvals in

selected industry sectors. Congress has recently cleared certain statutory

barriers to allow the FCC to delegate its type approval authority in certain

cases and this should also assist the FCC in meeting its policy goals. 2 At a

recent conference in Europe discussing the new European Connected

1 EIA and T/A White Paper on Global Information Infrastructure:
Principles and Promise, (1995) p. 5.

2 See Section 403(f) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, Pub. L,
No.1 04-1 04, 110 Stat. 56
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Terminal Equipment ("CTE") Directive, frequent mention was made of

changing the European system to be more Part 68-like and to rely on new

initiatives including MRAs and manufacturer's self declarations. The FCC

has long successfully utilized a form of manufacturer's self declaration in its

Equipment Authorization program identified as "Verification." Such

programs help to get high-technology products to market sooner, without

compromising any of the FCC's policy goals.

CONCLUSION

TIA is a full-service national trade organization with membership of

600 large and small companies which provide communications and

information technology products, materials, systems, distribution services

and professional services in the United States and countries around the

world. TIA's member companies manufacture virtually all of the products

used in the modern communications networks, and the members of its

technical committees possess substantial technical expertise in this area.

TIA has a significant interest in the MRA negotiations, streamlining product

approval processes worldwide, and improving the access of U.S.
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telecommunications and electronic products to world markets, and stands

ready to provide its wealth of expertise to this process.

Respectfully submitted,

Telecommunications Industry Association
User Premises Equipment Division

Dan Bart, Vice President, Standards
and Technology

Ron Angner, Chairman, User Premises
Equipment Division

2500 Wilson Blvd, Suite 300
Arlington , VA 22201

March 29, 1996 703-907-7703
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