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Southern Co. launches
LINC wireless network

FROM OUR STAFF AND NEWS SERVICES

Southern Co., seeking to ex-
pand beyond its traditional elec-
tric utility business, today un-
veils a new wireless communica-
tions network that is being
marketed to companies across
the Southeast.

The company will demon-
strate the Southern LINC system
at a briefing at SciTrek, the sci-
ence museum in downtown At-
lanta. Similar demonstrations
are planned for later this month
across the region.

Southern has spent $200 mil-
lion to develop a wireless net-
work to dispatch road crews and
other service vehicles for its five
utilities that include Georgia
Power Co. The hand-held digital
technology was developed jointly
with Motorola Inc.

Since the beginning of this
year, Southern has been offering
excess capacity in the network to
companies such as ambulance

services, construction compa-
nies and taxi companies. But to-
day’s briefing marks the official
launch of the project. =
Robert G. Dawson, president
of Southern Communications
Services Inc., the subsidiary that
1s developing the new servige,
said outside customers are ex-
pected to account for about :70
percent of the unit’s revenues by
the end of 1996. The unit is ex-
pected to break even in 1997 and
begin contributing to Southern
Co. earnings by 1998, he said.
Eventually, Dawson said,
Southern hopes to expand the
use of two-way communications
into office and sales settings.
“We are bringing a white-collar
image to two-way radio,” he said.
Southern last month began
testing a new service that com-
bines cable TV, telephone, Inter-
net access, remote-monitored se-
curity and energy managemen
services. ;
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Senior Legal Advisor
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Washington, D.C. 20554

Rosalind K. Allen

Associate Bureau Chief

Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Room 5002

2025 M Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20554

David Furth, Acting Chief
Commercial Radio Division

Federal Communications Commission
Room 7002

2025 M Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20554

D’Wanda Speight

Legal Assistant

Wireless Telecommunication Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Room 5202

2025 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Gregory Rosston

Deputy Chief Economist

Office of Plans and Policy
Federal Communications Commission
Room 822

1919 M Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20554



Rick Hafla

Teton Communications, Inc.
545 S. Utah Avenue

Idaho Falls, ID 83402

Raymond J. Kimball
Ross & Hardies

888 - 16th Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dennis C. Brown

Brown and Schwaninger
Suite 650

1835 K Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20006

Carole C. Harris
Christine M. Gill
Thomas J. Navin
McDermott, Will & Emery
Suite 500

1850 K Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20006

Shirley S. Fujimoto
Barry J. Ohlson
McDermott, Will & Emery
Suite 500

1850 K Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20006

Mark J. Golden

Personal Communications Industrial
Association

Suite 700

500 Montgomery Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Alan Tilles, Esqg.
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Suite 1140
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Laura C. Mow
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