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Errata

Dear Mr. Caton:

Appendix A was inadvertently omitted from USTA's reply comments in the
above-referenced proceeding, and it is attached.

Should you have any questions, please call.
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~. Cosson, USTA Attorney
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requirements do not rely upon or burden Federal universal service support mechanisms.
~ New settion :!S4(g) is intended to incorporate the policies of geographic rate averaging

and rate integration of interexchange services in order to ensure that subscribers in rural and
high cost areas throughout the Nation are able to continue to receive both intrastate and interstate
interexchange services at rates no higher than those paid by urban subscribers. The conferees

-\
intend the Commission's rules to require geographic rate averaging and rate integration. and to
incorporate the policies contained in the Commission's proceeding entitled "Integration of Rates
and Services for the Provision of Communications by Authorized Common Carriers between the
United States Mainland and the Offshore Points of Hawaii. Alaska and Pueno Rico/Virgin
Islands (61 FCC2d 380 (1976». The conferees are aware that the Commission has permined
interexchange providers to offer non-averaged rates for specific services in limited circumstances
(such as services offered under Tariff 12 contracts). and intend that the Commission. where
appropriate. could continue to authorize limited exceptions to the general geographic rate
averaging policy using the authority provided by new section 10 of the Communications Act.
Further. the conferees expec:t that the Commission will continue to require that geographically
averaged and rate Integrated servIces. and any services for which an exception is granted. be
generaJly available In the area served by a particular provider, In addition. the conferees do not

r intend that this subsecuon would require the renegotiation of existing contracts for the prOVIsion
, of telec:ommunlcauons services,

Nev.' subsection 2S4(h) Incorporates. with modifications. the provisions of section 310
of the Senate hill. New subsection (h) of section 254 is intended to ensure that health care
providen for rural areas. elementary and secondary school classrooms. and libraries have
affordable acccu to modem telecommunications services that will enable them to provide
mechcal and educational services to a1l pans of the Nation.

111: ablhty of K-12 classrooms. libraries and rural health care providers to obtain access
If' -'vm.:ed telecommunications services is cnrical to ensuring that these services are available
,," a un,\~r'-1l ha", The: rrO\·l~I(ln.' of suttsc:ction (hl will heir open nev.' worlds of knov.'led~e.

Ic..man~ .aRJ c.,h.lYt,,'n hI all Amcflcans _. nch and poor. rural and urban. They are IOtended.
fur e\lmrle. tn rru\'1dc the ability to browse library collections. review the collections of
mu.~,. "f fl.-J ne~ wonnauon on the trea,unent of an illness. to Amencans everywhere vIa
schools and hhranes, This unJyersal access will assure that no one is barred from benefmmg
from rhe r"v.'cr of the Infonnarion A,e.

'Co"'" \U~U()n chHl~AI rrllvides that any t.elecommurucauons carner shall. upon a hona
I.Jc: rC4uc't rf(l\ IJC tclC\:ummun,cauom ~t'\,cc!- nccessar') for the prO\'lSIOn of heallh care
'c."r\ 'I.C' I.' ..n~ hc:.. lth care rro\'ldcr SCf'\'IO~ rersons who reSide 10 rural areas The rales
~h.u~c.'\J ,. 'f l.h&: '&:1'\ II,;C: ,hall he r:Ur, thaI are reasonably ~omparahle to rate5 charped for !ilmllar
'CT\ I.. C' In urhan an:;l~ It 1\ IOt~nde:d that the: rural health care prOVIder receive: an affordahle:
raiL' hlr Olio' 'oCr. h.C:' nc=cC'\iU'~ I,'r the purposes of telemC'dICltle and instruction relating to such
'oC1'\ I":C:'

'Lo
", \U~lI,'n Ihl( IMH, r~.Il~ tNl any telecommunacatlons carr'er shall. upon a bona

fk1c r'e"4ue\l. J'W\ "'*c SCf'\'M;C\ for educauonal pW"pOSC'S included In the defLnJuon of uruvcrsaJ
seT'Va w*r new SUbsection (c:)(3> for elementary and secondary schools and libraries at rates
lhal I.R less UW1 the amounts chaTJed for similar services to olher panies. and are necessary
to cnsure at'tun1anle access to and UK of such telecommurucauons services.
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