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May 6, 1996

Mr. William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554
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Re: Amendment of Section 73 .202(b)
Table Allotments, FM Broadcast Stations
Channel 256A, Barron, Wisconsin OOCKE1 F\lE COP~ OR1G\NAL

Dear Mr. Caton:

Transmitted herewith please find an original and four (4) copies of Reply Comments of Barron
Broadcasting Corporation in the above-referenced matter. These Reply Comments are in response
to the Comments and Counterproposal of Red Cedar Broadcasters, Inc. filed with the Commission
on April 22, 1996, in response to the Notice Proposed Rule Making released by the Commission
on February 28, 1996, proposing to allot Channel 256A to Barron, Wisconsin, as that city's first
local FM broadcast service.

I hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the statements contained herein are true and correct
to the best of my knowledge.

Steven T. Moravec
Principal

ed and sworn to before me this ~#... day of May, 1996.
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NIrMY Plu·MNEsoTA I
RAMSEY COUNTY
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My Commission expires January 31, 2000.
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WItSH1N6TON, D.C. 20554 __

MAY i~f99l

FCC 1\4/UL ROOf\!1
In the Matter of

Amendment of Section 73.202(b),
Table of Allotments, FM Broadcast
Stations, to Allocate Channel 256A
to Barron, Wisconsin

TO: Chief, Allocations Branch

REPLY COMMENTS OF BARRON BROADCASTING CORPORATION

Barron Broadcasting Corporation ("Barron Broadcasting"), the Petitioner in

the above-captioned Rule Making, hereby respectfully opposes the proposal set forth in

Red Cedar Broadcasters, Inc.' s ("Red Cedar") Comments and Counterproposal in this

proceeding to allocate Channel 256A to the city ofBarron, Wisconsin. In their

Counterproposal, Red Cedar requests the Commission to allocate Channel 249A to Barron,

Wisconsin; to substitute Channel 256C2 for Channel 249C3 at Rice Lake, Wisconsin; and

to issue an order modifying the license of Station WAQE-FM, Rice Lake, Wisconsin, to

specify operation as a Class C2 facility on Channel 256. In opposition thereof, it is

alleged:

1. On April 22, 1996, Red Cedar Broadcasters, Inc., acting through its

attorney, Lauren A. Colby. filed Comments and Counterproposal in response to the

proposed Rule Making filed by Barron Broadcasting Corporation on January 23, 1996.



2. Red Cedar states that "Barron is a small community ofless than 3,000

persons" implying that Rice Lake is entitled to expand service based on population alone.

The 1990 census indicates the following:

Barron
Rice Lake

Population

2,986
7,998

1980-90 Growth

15%
4%

Barron is the county seat of Barron County and, as such, is the hub of governmental

activity. The city is also home to Jerome Foods, by far the largest manufacturing employer

in the county. Total 1990 county population was 40,750; Barron is the county's second-

largest municipality and one of its fastest-growing.

Red Cedar attempts to link Barron Broadcasting's choice of a Class A allotment to

population, stating that "Petitioner's request was apparently cognizant of that fact".

There is no basis for such an assertion. Petitioner instead chose to propose Class A

service as a modest beginning for this FIRST LOCAL FM SERVICE to the city of Barron.

3. Red Cedar states that WAQE-FM is presently "limited" to C3 service when,

in fact, the station is not now operating at maximum facilities for its classification:

HAAT ERP

MaximumC3
WAQE-FM

100 meters
88 meters
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25kW
18.5 kW



Perhaps maximizing its presently authorized facility would accomplish Red Cedar's desire

of greater service to the area. Additionally, there is no apparent "white area" benefit as

WJMC-FM, also Rice Lake. operates as a Cion Channel 242.

4. Red Cedar's counterproposal is technically inferior to that proposed by

Barron Broadcasting. Channel 256A is fully-spaced at Barron and would allow an

applicant a broad search area for a transmitter site. Substitution of Channel 249 would cut

the site search area by more than half, as the proposed reference coordinates for the latter

channel are approximately six miles (9.3 kilometers) north of Barron. Channel 249 is

short-spaced with KNXR, Rochester, Minnesota, (Channel 248C) when using the

coordinates for the city of Barron. The foregoing situation would greatly limit and

severely impair the site selection process, perhaps rendering the substitute allocation

unusable for all practical purposes, negatively impacting on any applicant's ability to

provide quality FIRST LOCAL FM SERVICE to the city of Barron.

5. Red Cedar proposes to "improve and expand" its facilities were the

Commission to accept its counterproposal. WAQE-FM's history from Commission

records is as follows:

The station began broadcasting as a Class A service. After its purchase of the

station, Red Cedar was granted a construction permit on February 15, 1989,

(BPH 88-1114 IC) for a C2 facility on its present Channel 249. That upgrade,

for reasons unknown, went unbuilt for five years. Then, on March 18, 1994,
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Red Cedar was granted a modification (BMPH 92-0811 IC) to voluntarily

downgrade to its present C3 classification which was finally built and then

licensed as of October 13, 1994.

Barron Broadcasting asserts that Red Cedar had the opportunity to "improve and

expand" to a C2, elected not to do so after warehousing valuable FM frequency

spectrum over seven channels for half a decade, and then constructed a C3 facility

below maximum service levels for that classification.

Now Red Cedar again desires to "improve and expand" WAQE-FM; what

assurance is there that this C2 would ever be built? However, this time it

proposes an upgrade at the expense of undiminished FIRST LOCAL FM

SERVICE to the city of Barron.

WHEREFORE, it is respectfully requested that Barron Broadcasting's petition for

allocation of Channel 256A at Barron, Wisconsin be GRANTED and that Red Cedar's

counterproposal be DENIED.

Respectfully submitted,
BARRON BROADCASTING CORPORATION

Steven T. Moravec
Principal
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Virginia L. Moravec, secretary ofBarron Broadcasting Corporation, do hereby

certify that a true and correct copy ofthe foregoing was duly served by U.S. mail, first

class, postage prepaid, on the to<ft.....- day of May, 1996, to the office of the following:

Red Cedar Broadcasters, Inc.
Lauren A. Colby, Esq.
P.O. Box 113
10 E. Fourth Street
Frederick, MD 21705-0113

NW Wisconsin Broadcasters
Ronald G. London, Esq.
Pepper & Corazzini, L.L.P.
1776 K Street, NW, Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20006

(comments.doc)


