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OFFU Of SECRETARY
It is now May 8th, the date by which all comments should be in to the FCC on the notorious ACTA petition. We

have read the petition and we have all seen the responses. We now ask the FCC to do the right thing and rule in
favor of the people. Ours is a government of, by, and for the people. It has never been - and should never become
- a government of the oppressed, by the lobbyists, for the corporate moguls. That very intent to empower the
consumer and deregulate the telecommunications web was just upheld in HR1555, the greatest over- haul of the
telecom industry in the last sixty years. .

Congress knew what it was doing when it created HR1555 and re- wrote the rules by which carriers, utilities, and
manufacturers operate in this nation. If the ACTA petition had ANY merit, their language belonged in the
comprehensive legislation that passed Congress and was signed by President Clinton. All involved knew very well
of the technology discussed here, the status of telecommunications carriers, and the wonderful potential of this
technology. Had ACTA existed a century ago, it would have probably been advocating the ban of the
newly-invented telephone as dangerous to the Pony Express industry. Again, we urge you to support the American
people and deny the ACTA petition.

Sincerely yours,

Dennis Karius
Albany County Coordinator
United We Stand America

P.O. Box 900
Guilderland, NY 12Q84

Fax: (518) 464-0638

I



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

<LarryX183@aol.com>
A16.A16(rm8775)
5/8/96 1:27am
RM No. 8775

RECEIVED

NAY .~.8 19M

fEDERAl. COMMUNlCAnONS COMMISSlOf
DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL OFFICE OF SEGRETARV

I do not wish to see the FCC get involved in regulating "phone" conversations on the Internet. This is strictly a
self-serving effort by the phone companies and their associations. There is no more logic to this argument than if
the U.S. Postal Service tried to restrict the use of e-mail on the
Internet!

Thank you,
Larry Hurt
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By passing this petition, free speech will be compromised in the United States. Doing so also bypasses the core of
the United States Constitution. Nor does this comply with the regulatory requirements of the Communications Act of
1934.

I heartily disagree with the passing ofthis petition. I would no longer be in a free state or country.
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Banning Telephony On The Internet
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This is just an informal note to let you know my opinion on free and unlimited access to the "Internet." I think
regulation should be minimal, or even not at all. This includes large corporations attempts to have the FCC ban
so-called "telephony." Thank you for your time.

Rick Boyer
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To whom it may concern:
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In my opinion the federal government does not have jurisdiction over the Internet, which is an international
communications medium. Therefore, the FCC has no jurisdiction.

Secondly, the use of the Internet is protected by the First
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America. Therefore, neither the Congress nor any of its
agencies or any branches of the federal government may censor or limit communication over the Internet.

Thirdly, it is only the rich and powerful who wish to censor or limit use of the Internet, which offers communication
power to the masses. FCC actiVity in this area is therefore class-based descrimination.

Fourthly, the internet represents free-market competition against the monopolistic and oligopolistic controls of
established communications industries. It is not the government's job to protect these industries. It is the
government's job to protect the free market.

Therefore, I ask that the FCC cease and desist from any further attempts to regulate the Internet.

Sincerely,
Charles Trimberger

cc: FCCMAIL.SMTP("TELLTOM@hr.house.gov","senator_kohl@...
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ACTA Petition for Declaratory Ruling, Special Relief
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With the Telecommunications Act having led to a DECREASE in competition
(telecommunications companies immediately started buying each other up) and a prospective INCREASE in basic
local rates (currently proposed to the FCC) of approximately $10 per month (nearly doubling my local phone bill), the
FCC should NOT make any further decisions that decreases competition.

Only WHEN the announced intentions of the Telecomm Act (of increased competition and decreased rates) has
actually come to pass, should it consider any further regulatory changes.

Deny the anti-competitive ACTA petition outright.

Stephen McManus
141 E. Glaucus St, Apt C
Leucadia, CA 92024 stephen@cts.com

=======================================================================
(re: http://www.von.org/actaext.htm)

ACTA Petition: FCC extension of filing comments & reply deadlines

The original document is available for Viewing on the FCC Web site at:

<http://www.fcc.gov/Bureaus/Common_Carrier/Public_Notices/da960414.txt>

PUBLIC NOTICE

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., NW.

Washington, D.C. 20554

DA 96-414

Report No. CC 96-10 COMMON CARRIER ACTION
March 25, 1996

COMMON CARRIER BUREAU CLARIFIES AND EXTENDS REQUEST FOR COMMENT
ON ACTA PETITION RELATING TO "INTERNET PHONE" SOFTWARE AND
HARDWARE - RM No. 8775

"Get that cheese to sickbay." The Doctor (no, the other one)
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Having read the text of the ACTA petition relating to "INTERNET PHONE" software and hardware (RM No. 8775) I
get the impression that some moneyed interests see the need to make a power grab quickly, before people realize
we don't need them.

What if the grocers decided to petition for governmental interference because some people were learning to grow
their own vegetables? They have to pay for stores, after all, and abide by laws that ordinary people don't.

What if mechanics wanted restrictions put upon people fiXing their own cars? Or television moguls found that we
liked to read?

This is the same kind of protectionism that jacks up tarriffs. embargoes and other barriers, only this bill seeks to
control Americans for the benefit of... who?

I'm against additional laws against Americans. Let the corporations earn our business by giving us service we can't
give ourselves. -- ====================================================
Every time you stoop to serve the "average", you just lower it even more.
====================================================
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5/7/9610:25pm
Opposition to ACTA's VON Proposal
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We are voicing our opposition to ACTA's proposal to effectively prevent the use of software and hardware on the
internet services for verbal and/or video communications.

This unwise proposal by large telecommunications companies would be a blatant use of economic power by old
established business to strangle a new and potentially vital competitor before it can achieve its full potential. In
short. this pseudo-monopolistic proposal would keep the prices of telecommunications artificially high when they
could fall. Their only motives are greed and indolence.

This proposal erroneously equates telephony via the internet with normal telephone conversations.
Communications on the internet can not be compared to tradional telephone services. Before one uses the internet.
they must spend several thousand dollars to purchase the hardware and software followed by many hours
configuring the equipment. Anybody can buy a phone at a mall for about $20 and plug it into the wall and have it
work.

We have been on the Internet for several years already and know many people who use it. too. Not one of them
has ever indicated a wish to pay the same money for telephone calls placed on the Internet. In fact. the appeal of
telephone calls from the internet is that no long distance charges because one only has to dial their local internet
provider. We speak for them as well as ourselves.

Please keep us informed on the progress of the proceedings related to this proposal

Maria Montgomery maria@earthlink.net
Erron Silverstein erron@earthlinknet

8979 Norma Place
West Hollywood, CA 90069
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Gary S. Wagner <cndlguy@deftanet.com>
A16.A16(rm8775)
5/7/96 7:34pm
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I sincerely hope that you will strongly consider the ramafications of the proposed
ACTA regulations of the Internet and other telecommunications services. I urge you you to reject the request of the
ACTA. Their intent is to restrict our constitutional rights and to make the Internet a "Play-thing" for everyone with an
fQ less than 4.

This country was built on the concepts and ideas of a select few with insight. Let's not take a giant step into our
past and give up the rights that have made this country great. The only answer is to allow business and individuals
to access the informations on the Internet as we have done over the past few years.

As a business owner and Internet user, I find that the bulk of the information on the internet is very complete and
non-offensive. The Internet providers monitor the activities of their clients and often terminate their clients accounts
if they are mis-used in any form. This is the type of regulation that the Internet requires - nothing else.

In todays business world, it's tough enough trying to make a profit. After the city, state and federal government tax
the revenues, I have to contend with telecommunications rates, fees and taxes all over again. I thought that, in-part,
this country was founded with the intent to eliminate "taxation without representation". Are you willing to make the
giant step into our past where the votes of the individuals do not count and the buying power of the hugh
corporations can control the masses

Brad Matheny
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