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William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Room 222 - Mail stop 1170
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Ex Parte Communication
PR Docket No. 93-144

Dear Mr. Caton:

MAY ~" 9 1996

FEDERAl COMMUNICATIONS COMMll;Slfj'
O/=flC'r Of SECPHAfw

On behalf of the Personal Communications Industry Association
("PClA") and pursuant to Section 1.1206(a) (2) of the Commission's
Rules, 47 C.F.R. S1.1206(a) (2), this is to notify you of an oral
ex parte communication, in the form of a meeting on May 8, 1996,
concerning the above-referenced proceeding.

During the PClA reiterated its position in PR Docket No. 93
144, and provided the attached documents. The meeting was held
with Michelle Farquhar, Rosalind Allen, Ralph Haller, and David
Horowitz of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau.

Please contact the below-signed should you have any questions
in this matter.

Sincerely,

r1M.~
Alan s. ~es

cc: Michelle Farquhar, Chief
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
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PCIA's January, 1995 800 MHz Wide-Area Licensing Proposal

1. No Mandatory Relocation Of Incumbent Licensees

PCIA supported a form of wide-area licensing which allows
existinq licensees flexibility in site selection and growth
possibilities, reduces speculative filings and reduces the
Commission's burden to process applications quickly. PCIA stated
its adamant opposition to the mandatory relocation proposal
submitted by Nextel.

2. Channel Blocks

PCIA supported assigning blocks of spectrum on a wide-area
basis, with a maximum channel block of 10 channels to be licensed
in a geographic area.

Smaller channel blocks allow smaller entities to participate
in wide-area licensing. For example, a licensee of two five
channel systems in Wichita, Kansas would not financially be able
to participate in an auction for 50 channels in the Wichita area,
even if the 10 channels fell into the same channel block. The
other 40 channels in the block are valueless to this licensee, as
the licensee does not have spectrum available to move incumbent
licensees, regardless of whether such relocation is mandatory.
However, if the same licensee is able to bid on a five or ten
channel block, the licensee could select the specific frequencies
of interest (for which the licensee already has transmitter based
licenses) and use such channels over a slightly wider area, with
flexibility in site selection, etc. In addition, the licensee
would also have the ability to negotiate with co-channel licensees
to combine or to have such co-channel licensees swap channels to
IIclean-up" channels and create larger service areas.

An additional advantage of the PCIA smaller block plan is that
the Commission can extend the program to the 856/860 MHz SMR Pool
channels, making all 280 channels available for wide-area
licensing, where such licenses are of value to operators.

3. General Category Channels

PCIA stated that the Commission should keep the General
Category Pool licensing "as is": on a site-by-site basis, issued
as single channels, with open eligibility.

The General Category channels serves as a "safety valve" to
permit continued growth and entry possibilities for small SMR
operators. Further, numerous SMR operations already operating on
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General category channels need the chance to continue to grow and
expand. Finally, such channels can serve to add limited capacity
in vital areas for wide-area operators. Therefore, PCIA believes
that the General Category channels should continue to have open
eligibility.

4. Assignment Xeohanism And opposition To Auotions

PCIA recommended that the Commission accept applications in
two phases. In Phase 1, existing licensees would have the
opportunity to ask for a wide-area license to convert existing
operations into wide-area operations. A Phase 1 license would not
be considered to be a new license. Instead, a Phase 1 license
would be a modifioation of an existing license on such channels in
the market. After licensing, operators should be permitted to work
out channel-swaps or networking agreements.

In Phase 2, the Commission could accept applications for areas
and frequencies which were not assigned wide-area licenses in Phase
1. A Phase 2 license would be considered to be a new license, and
would be SUbject to mutually exclusive applications, petitions to
deny, etc.

By assigning licenses in two phases, mutually exclusive
situations will be minimized, and existing licensees will
experience the least disruption possible. Issuing Phase 1 licenses
in the manner suggested by PCIA would be consistent with 47 U.S.C.
§309(j) (6) (E), which requires the Commission to " ... continue to
use engineering solutions, negotiation, threshold qualifications,
service regulations, and other means in order to avoid mutual
exclusivity in licensing proceedings. II
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PCIAls February. 1996 Wide-Area Licensing proposal

As the Commission made its decision and decided to auction
the Upper 200 SMR Channels, PCIA offered a proposal for the lower
80 SMR and General category Channels intended to protect incumbent
licensees to the maximum extent possible while providing geographic
licensees with the maximum benefit from their licenses.

PCIA stated that the Commission should create specific rules
concerning mandatory relocation of Upper 200 Channel licensees.
significant detail at this time will minimize disputes once the
relocation process begins. PCIA's specific suggestions (some of
which have already been incorporated by the commission) were
provided in PCIA's Comments.

PCIA suggested that the Commission refrain from auctioning the
lower 80 SMR and General Category Pool frequencies. without
mandatory relocation, there is little value in auctioning spectrum
which is so heavily crowded with existing users. However, should
the Commission elect to utilize auctions in this spectrum, PCIA
supported the Commission's proposal to limit participation in lower
channel auctions. However, PCIA stated its belief that incumbent
licensees, regardless of size, must be able to participate in
auctions for spectrum which they currently occupy.

PCIA recommended that the Commission enable existing licensees
to convert their existing licenses to geographic licenses in the
Lower 80 SMR and General Category Pools. If the Commission seeks
to create channel blocks, PCIA supported the Commission's proposal
for the Lower 80 SMR Pool frequencies to utilize the same five (5)
channel blocks as provided for in the current rules. For the
General category channels, PCIA suggested the use of smaller
channel blocks, no larger than fifty (50) channels each.


