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May I be so bold as to send this to you for consideration tomorrow.

It's the trade pitch.

Courage.
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Digital television i. I uniquely American invention which came at a~tw.ATlONS COMMISSJDr
many l\l'CR queltioDiDg the ability orll.S. iDduSlI'y to wmpete in developiog new OfFICE OF SECRETARY
tee.bDologi.ea and llIIIlUfaduring new products. JMs than 10 yean~ the iSM was
"How CID the U.S. catch up to the high-definition television system being developed and
deployed by the Jap1Dele7" The NHK Muse system was viewed not only u "better"
tehMsion but as a threat to the U.S. technological base in semiconductors and related
electronics.

This Japanese leaderabip position was the subject ofConsr-OIII1 hearinp, It
brouJbt forth demands for lovemmellt programs and became the fOQJI ofa robust, if
short-lived, agitation for a U.S. industrial policy, to be overseen and managed by the
govarnmem.

In the wink ofIII eye, U.S. induttry responded. In what Roll CaillDIgaZine Wled
the teebnoIogy equivalent to « ...the 1iI1 ofthe Berlin Wall,OI tiist one aDd then three more
aII-disita1 syIteII1s were entered into the competitive phase oftile govemmentfmdustry
process to establish a broadcast standard.

It is easy now to overlook that, in 1990. aU-digital television seemed to be in the
distant future. Some commen.ters said it was not possible before 2005; others projected it
u even later. But this peuimism about American inventiveness was unW8JT8Dted. The
fesuh wu an explosion ofbudwidth capacity, the promise ofinteractive communications
utilizing full motion video, and additional impetus for telecomnnmications deregu1aUon.

Taclay we take aD important Itep iD establilbins 8 North American standard for
cfilital televilion. A North American ItIDdard is 111 important e1emeDt ofmaintajnjng U.S.
competitjwness. But when the 11l-dipal breakthrough wu anoounced, it appeared likely
that the North American standard would betomc the world stllldard. While that may still
oc;.cur, in the iaterim competing trading blocs have moved to establish their own,
competing DDdard. The action we are taking today will hopefuUy provide new
momeotum for a North American standard and increase the chances that the fruits of
AmeriCIR invention wit,l inure to American companies and workers.

I am pleased that we are moving forward today to fiDlliu the advanced television
standu-d. I think that our action is not 11 moment too soon; I am. hopetUl that it is not too
late. LeNtersbip in these rapidly moving technologies is always tenuous and cIif&ult to
maiDtain,


