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United States·· Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-3701
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Dear Senator Hatfield:

Thank you for your letter requesting that the CJmmission postpone resolution of its
"refarming" rulemaking proceeding (PR Docket No. 92-235). This proceeding involves
consolidation of the twenty Private Land Mobile Radio (PLMR) services, inclUding the six
Public Safety Radio Services. You indicate that such consolidation, if not post~ned, would
prejudge the efforts of the Public Safety Wirele~s Advisory Committee (Advisory
Committee), a group estarIished by the FCC anc, the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration (NTIA) to provide advice on improving the wireless
communications capabilities of public safety entities. You express particular concern that the
Forestry-Conservation Service, currently classified as a Public Safety Radio Service, will be
consolidated with services outside this group and, thus, users would encounter increased
interference problems.

In June 1995, the Commission adopted a Repon and Order and Funher Notice of
Proposed Rule Making in PR Docket No. 92-235, which concluded that the PLMR services
should be consolidated into two to four service pools in order to achieve greater operational
efficiency for users and to promote more flexible use of the spectrum. The Commission
concluded that consolidation was an important means of achieving greater efficiency in the
PLMR spectrum bands.

In the fall of 1995. four public safety organizations filed a request -- similar to the
one you have made -- seeking a stay of consolidation of the Public Safety Radio Services
pending Commission review of the Advisory Committee's recommendations. On November
20, 1995, the Wi.reless Telecommunications Bureau denied the stay request, stressing that its
consolidation efforts would be adversely affected without consideration of the Public Safety
Radio Services. (A copy of this Order is enclosed.) The Bureau also stated that the overall
benefits of consolidation to the PLMR services should not be delayed, and that resolution of
this matter would in fact assist the Advisory Committee in completing its work, particularly
in view of the myriad of issues other than consolidation that the Advisory Committee was
charged with addressing. Moreover, it was anticipated that the public safety community
would participate fully in the consolidation planning process.
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The Commission is now evaluating the record compiled in response to thi
consolidation proposals presented in PR Docket No. 92-235. We received a full range ef~

comments from a variety of PLMR users, including members of the public safety
community. In detennining the new structure of the PLMR service pools, the Commission
will consider the requirements of the public safety community, incl1lding those involved with
forestry-conservation. To ensure that your views receive full consideration, your
correspondence, along with a copy of this response, will be placed in the record of
PR Docket No. 92-235.

Sincerely,

/
/ "

Reed E. Hundt
Chainnan

Enclosure

cc:
Private Wireless Division Chron.
Kathryn Hosford, Public Safety Liaison Officer
M. Rubin
S. Greenaway
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