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REPLY OF SBC COMMUNICATIONS INC.

SBC Communications Inc. (SBC) by its Attorneys and on behalf of its
subsidiaries, including Southwestern Bell Telephone Company (SWBT), Southwestern Bell
Mobile Systems (SBMS), and Southwestern Bell Communications Services, Inc. (SBCS),
hereby files its Reply in the above proceeding. Most parties filing Comments herein agree
that: 1) the transition (or permissive) dialing period for expansion from three to four digit
Carrier Identification Codes (CICs) should be ended in the near future, and 2) the restriction

on the assignment of no more than one CIC per entity must be lifted.

L THE TRANSITION PERIOD SHOULD BE ENDED.

SBC, in its Comments, indicated that the Commission should end the transition
period no later than December 31, 1996. Most parties filing Comments agree that the
transition period should end in the near future, and that a permissive period of six years is

much too long.! SBC supports Bell Atlantic’s conclusion that the reasons cited in the

! Pacific Telesis Group at 5; Cincinnati Bell Telephone Company at 1; Bell Atlantic
at 1; NYNEX at 4.
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Commission's April 30 , 1996, Public Notice, regarding the significant events which have
occurred since the initial pleading cycle in this docket closed, demonstrate the need for a
shorter, rather than a longer, transition period.> Section 251 of the Telecommunications Act
of 1996 (the Act) requires local exchange carriers (LECs) to provide dialing parity. SBC
maintains that toll dialing parity cannot exist as long as there are differences in the length of
the Carrier Access Code (CAC). SBC supports NYNEX’s contention that "to achieve full
dialing parity, such providers of telephone service should be placed on an equal footing in
respect to CAC dialing."® The transition period of six years, which was contemplated well
before the Act, is much too long and must be shortened. Those parties suggesting that a six
year transition period, or longer, be maintained still have not made any substantive or

convincing arguments indicating why such an extended period is necessary.

II.  THE RESTRICTION OF ONE CIC PER ENTITY SHOULD BE ENDED.

SBC, in its Comments, indicated that the Commission should remove the limit
of one CIC per entity. Numerous parties agree.® As the Commission is well aware, the Act
significantly changes the landscape of the telecommunications industry. Limiting the

number of CICs does not further the Act’s goals of promoting competition and reducing

2 Bell Atlantic at 1.
3NYNEX at 3.

4 AT&T at 7; BellSouth at 5; U S West at 2; GTE at 3; Pacific Telesis Group at 3.
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regulation. Additionally, as BellSouth notes, there are 84 four-digit CICs available for
assignment each month from May 1996 to December 1997 (in the 5000 and 6000 range).’
Since the monthly assignment rate (for the six month period ending April 1986) has been
only 16 codes under the Commission’s restriction plan, eighty-four codes per month will

likely be more than a sufficient supply to satisfy industry needs.

II.  CONCLUSION
SBC urges the Commission to end the transition (or permissive) dialing period
for CICs in the near future and promptly lift the restriction on the assignment of CICs.
Respectfully submitted,

SBC COMMUNICATIONS INC.
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2626 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE NW
WASHINGTON DC 20037

WERNER K HARTENBERGER

JG HARRINGTON

LAURA H PHILLIPS

DOW LOHNES & ALBERTSON
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R MICHAEL SENKOWSKI
JEFFREY S LINDER
WILEY REIN & FIELDING
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WASHINGTON DC 20006

ITSINC
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ROOM 246
WASHINGTON DC 20054

PETER GUGGINA
ROBERT W TRAYLOR JR
CONSULTANTS FOR MCI
2400 N GLENVILLE DRIVE
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MARK R HAMILTON

MARSHA OLCH
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MARK C ROSENBLUM
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ATTORNEYS FOR AT&T CORP
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NETWORK RESOURCE RESEARCH
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ANDREW D LIPMAN

RUSSELL M BLAU

SWIDLER & BERLIN CHARTERED
3000 K STREET NW
WASHINGTON DC 20007

MARY MCDERMOTT
ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSEL
USTA

1401 H STREET NW STE 600
WASHINGTON DC 20005-2136

ALBERT H KRAMER

ROBERT F ALDRICH

KECK MAHIN & CATE

1201 NEW YORK AVENUE NW
PENTHOUSE SUITE
WASHINGTON DC 20005-3919

JONATHAN D BLAKE

ELLEN K SNYDER

COVINGTON & BURLING

1201 PENNSYLVANIA AVENYUE NW
PO BOX 7566

WASHINGTON DC 20044

MICHAEL G HOFFMAN ESQ

VICE PRESIDENT

LEGAL & REGULATORY AFFAIRS
VARTEC TELECOM INC

3200 WEST PLEASANT RUN ROAD
LANCASTER TEXAS 75146

JAY CKEITHLEY

LEON KESTENBAUM

NORINA T MOY

SPRINT CORPORATION

1850 M STREET NW SUITE 1100
WASHINGTON DC 20036
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC SERVICE
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CHIEF REGULATORY COUNSEL
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CODE AR
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RICHARD M METZGER
COUNSEL FOR ALTS
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SUITE 607

WASHINGTON DC 20036



HEATHER BURNETT TOLD
PRESIDENT-ALTS
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS ASSOC INC

LUKAS MCGOWAN NACE & GUTIERREZ

1819 H STREET NW
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WASHINGTON DC 20036



CINDY Z SCHONHAUT ESQ

VICE PRESIDENT

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

MFS COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY
INC

3000 K STREET NW

SUITE 300
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WASHINGTON DC 20036
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JULIA A WAYSDORF
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3000 K STNW
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