~EDERAL CCMMUNICATIONS “CMMISSION
WASHINGTON. DC 20554

(202) 418-0420
(202) 418-2818 fax

INTERNATIONAL BUREAU

RECEIVED

MAY 29 1996

COPY ORIGINAL
DOOKETFLE -

May 22, 1996

The Honorable Charles Robb
United States Senate

154 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Robb:

Thank you for your letter on behalf of your constituent, Ms. Sue M. Miller of Herndon, VA. Ms.
Miller is concerned about her homeowners association’s right to restrict the installation of satellite
systems.

Pursuant to section 207 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, the Commission issued a Further
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking regarding Preemption of Local Zoning Regulation of Satellite Earth
Stations on March 11, 1996. The Commision proposes to add the following paragraph to section
25.104 of our rules.

"No restrictive covenant, encumbrance, homeowners association rule, or other
nongovernmental restriction shall be enforceable to the extent that it impairs a
viewer’s ability to receive video programming services over a satellite antenna less
than one meter in diameter."
The Commission has requested comment on its proposal and we have recieved numerous responses.
My staff is reviewing those comments and we will add your letter to the public file. A final ruling is
expected to be made in August of this year.
I have enclosed a copy of the Public Notice related to the Report and Order.
Thank you for your interest in this matter.

Sincerely yours,
Donald H. Gips
Bureau Chief
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April 11, 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room #814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I have Dbeen coiitacted by Ms., 3Sue Millasr of lcrnden,
Virginia, expressing concern about the effects of new
telecommunications legislation, 1 am enclosing a copy of the
correspondence I've received.

I would appreciate it if you could review the letter and
respond to the issues raised. Please note that Ms. Miller needs
an early reply. Many thanks for your consideration.

Sincereli,

Charles S. Robb

CSR/egf
Enclosure
c: Ms. Sue M, Miller
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1121 Plaver Way
Hemdon VA 22070
March 8. 1996
T03 478-3551

['he Honorable Charles Robb
['ruted States Senate
Wastungton, D C. 20510

Dear Senator Robb:

As a member of the Board of Directors of the Potomac Fairways Home Owners
Association 1n Herndon, [ would appreciate your contacting the Federal Communications
('ommussion for information on the Communications Act of 1995, P.L. 104-104.

[ do not have a copy of P.L. 104-104. but the bill, HL.R. 1555, SEC. 306, reads as follows:
"SEC. 306. RESTRICTIONS ON OVER-THE-AIR RECEPTION DEVICES.

Within 180 days afier the enactment of this Act, the Commission shall, pursuant to section
303, promulgate regulations to prohubit restrictions that inhibit a viewer's ability to recetve video
programming services through signal recerving devices designed for off-the-air reception of
television broadcast signals.”

Our Homeowners Association must make a decision regarding the installation of the Digital
Satellite System Dish on the property of homeowners and we need to know if this section of the
Public L.aw would prevent our organization from restricting the use of the dish. It is my
understanding that the required placement of this dish would in some cases necessitate it being
placed on the front yards of the homeowners. It is, of course, our desire to keep the community
attractive and unencumbered with such devices, as well as all other television and radio antennae
and aenals.

Thank you very much for checking into the situation for the Potomac Homeowners
Association. An carly reply would be appreciated.

Sincerely,

LW

.Sue M. Miller




