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462 Dirksen Senate Office Building './//i",..
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Dear Senator Simon: ! Of:1GP~L

Thank you for your letter of March 14, 1996, on behalf of your constituent,
Charles W. Scholz, regarding the Commission's decision to freeze acceptance of paging
applications. Mr. Scholz expresses concern that the suspension of processing of paging
applications will adversely affect small businesses that provide paging services.

The Commission is currently conducting a rulemaking proceeding that proposes to
transition from licensing paging frequencies on a transmitter-by-transmitter basis to a
geographic licensing approach, using auctions to award licenses where there are mutually
exclusive applications. In conjunction with that proceeding, the Commission initially froze

processing o.f applications for pagi~g~..re. u.e~.,~cie.~s..c::.... p....n April 23, 1996, t.he Co ·s.sion
released a FIrst Report and Order ill_".d PP Docket 93-253, hIch adopted
interim measures governing the licensing of paging systems and partially I te the interim
freeze for incumbent paging licensees. For your convenience and information, enclosed is a
copy of the Press Release concerning the First Report and Order, which includes a summary
of the principal decisions made. Specifically, small and medium sized incumbent paging
companies will be permitted to expand their service areas if the proposed new site is within
65 kilometers (40 miles) of an authorized and operating site. These interim rules will remain
in effect until the Commission adopts final rules in the paging proceeding.

Thank you for your inquiry,

Sincerely.

Chief, Commercial Wireless Division
Wirelessrelecommunications Bureau
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March 14,

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N
Washingt D.C. o~

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6275

1996

It has recently come to my attention that pending a possible
transition to geographic licensing and competitive bidding, the
Commission has indefinitely frozen applications for paging licenses
in the 900 megahertz bands. Although I have been told that the
freeze is an interim measure, it is also my understanding that. it
is, for now, open-ended. I am not thoroughly familiar with every
aspect of this matter, but I have concerns about the indefinit~

duration of the freeze. It is my hope that as the Commission
continues its consideration of changes to the wireless
communications rules. that you will quickly provide some certainty
in this area.

I am also enclosing a copy of a letter from Charles W. Scholz,
Mayor of Quincy, Illinois, who also has serious concerns about the
effect of the freeze on the local economy there.

I appreciate your attention to this matter and I look forward to
your response.

My best wishes.

pau~u.~~ ~~t~or
enclosure
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OPPICE 011 nIB MAYOR
C1TY OP QUINCY

Kar<:h 12, 1996

'ederal co=.uD10.t~=.~••10ft
1919 M Street XW
Wuhinqtcm, D.C. ~0554

RJ: 2 Prcpoee<1 P:..ae on Licen.e Appl..1.cll'ticn. for:
900 Khz CQCIIalunicat1cm Bend

1: Ul W2:J.1=..L.a9 ~o off81: ofUolal c:c..nta r'8'guc1in9 ~e J'~y itA
~.c:£.£.Oft of the '''1:&1, eo.iLIALcationa CO- S • • .lOA to freue &pplj.G.~:An.

fo~ lie.ewe. t:hrcN~t certain pa'1U19 .r-~. Thi. ~ec.s.'lOft hal a
very det.riJMnUl effect on the ec:0N:llRY of my COIIIII\&ft1t:y. %'t 1\u~
enim&tecl that UL. decia10n could re.uU 10ft a 10•• of 112 IDUu..on
<Sollarll ill .&.1.. ~ the Oleaayr. '1'eCMoloqi.. cemp&1'2y wh1~ M' • lL.--;.
manufacturinq plomt, loca.t~ in Q\lincy, Illinois.

(;lenayzoa 1'IIc::bAolQ9u. haa been ODe of the 1)1'j.qht••-t apot. OD !:Ae
ecoaolDic: dArYelopNllt hod.$on in "ft.~ IlJ.1.Doia for t.he »aft. .~a:. (
yeu.. Thi. i. ~ &fta that: w•• "¥Cl hit li\U'i~ the 1"0. &ftd 1980. and
h~. ~.bounde4 in 1&r98 ...~ dua to.tn. 4iv.raificaelon o~ ~

in4uatz141 ba.. thro~9h expao.1oa lD~ ':8" like the electronic. field.
ca..nay~. '1'echMl09i•• M. 'bU:'ecl neuly 200 WOC')caz:. !D our city OVa' i:he
p••t. y.ar &D4 ~Dtlr dedLcat.e4 .. 61,000 Iq. ft.. adcU.U.OD -to ~be pli1J'\~

they CM'l in CUII' J.a.d.Il.t.zoi&l pazok. In .cIcIJ.t.j,01l, 4:~.1.1' ,\&ClIO••• ha. h44 a
ripple .ffect.: throv.qhout. our locral eco~ "Dd 1Mft)' of tMU ",.pp11.&".
h.~ pp&ncled •• well. 1Ihe fin now _ploys no ~1. aM i. OH o~

the larqe.~ eompaai•• 1ft ,hi....&.-

("'~ynt '1'eChnol09~" na.~ a !DOd.l corpozoat.e oit:12UIA ~d bau
Qeen ..e~ &ct'Lv. aN:l LnY01M4 J.A _n1 po.Lt.J.ve pntl"U. £.A oou o1:t.y.
Ple••• cOrl.L~ the NIIII&t:L.,. J..II:p&ce chia c:f.eahioa weulcl Aa.Ye oa t.1le
oi~uena 0' w..tell'O :Z:l1i.noiJI. I~ ia O~ ~.t&:A41ng tb&'t oth1.
dec1..1.01l h.a nothinq to do with my pz'oblem. with "the fraquenay and
abould nei:. afteet t.be mo....-eAt. to iaaue l.1.cen... on a 9'809zo:lpt1ic Ja.j..••
It: 1. our belie' taa~ .. deci.1Oft AOk ~ f~.. app11oa'ion. foa lLc.n•••
J.A Ue 900 Jtba Cl~ioat1on Duel "'O\I.ld Be ~I\ t.he ~••t LnteZ'en of
everyone J.A the PN'1IOA&1 ~Lc=at1.=- l.n4uatl:Y. '1'h&Alc yO\J Ifllt: ~.,
though~ful eo48i~&t.ioD o~ the toregoiAg.

~l•• W. Ichola
~YOl:'

ewS:jlh

':~"'O""""''' .. . ...~!,"_r __ -. - ---
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