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l, On April 19. 1996, the Commission released a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(Notice) In CC Docket No. 96-98 to implement the local competition provisions of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996. I The Notice specified that comments were to be no longer
than 75 pages and that reply comments were to be no longer than 35 pages, including
exhibits, appendices, and affidavits of expert witnesses. The Notice required comments to be
filed by May 16. 1996 and reply comments by May 30, 1996.

2. In an order released on May 7, 1996. in response to a motion from GTE Service
Corporation, the page limitations for comments were increased to 120 pages and reply
comments no longer than 50 pages. 2 In addition. we held that technical diagrams would not
count against these page limitations. On May 14, 1996, we released an Order inviting
parties to submit, in conjunction with their comments or reply comments, proposed text for
rules that the Commission could adopt in this proceeding, and that such specific rule
proposals would not be counted against the page limits.'

I Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions of the Telecommunications Act of
1996, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, CC Docket No .. 96-98, FCC 96-182 (reI. Apr. 19,
1996). 61 Fed. Reg 18.311 (April 25, 1996).

2 Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions of the Telecommunications Act of
1996, Order, CC Docket No. 96-98, DA 96-700, (Com. Car. Bur. reI. May 7, 1996) 61
Fed. Reg. 22,008 (May 13, 1996) (May 7 Order).

3 ImpLementation of the Local Competition Provisions of the Telecommunications Act of
1996, Order, CC Docket No. 96-98, DA 96-753, (Com. Car. Bur. reI. May 14, 1996) (May
]4 Order).
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3. On May 21, 1996, BellSouth Corporation, BellSouth Enterprises, Inc and
BeliSouth Telecommunications, Inc. (BellSouth) filed a motion for an additional 21 days to
file reply comments, and requested that the page limit for reply comments be increased to
100 pages, exclusive of attachments. 4 BellSouth contends that it had less than the 14 days
allocated because it did not obtain all of the comments for more than four days after they
were filed. In addition, BellSouth asserts that the "truncated reply period and the page
limitation the Commission has imposed upon reply comments is unreasonable." Moreover,
BeliSouth contends that allowing additional time and increasing the page limit will not
jeopardize the Commission's ability to complete this proceeding by August 8, 1996.

4. On May 21, 1996, NYNEX Telephone Companies (NYNEX) filed for an
extension of time to file reply comments. 5 NYNEX contends chat the 14 days allocated does
not provide an adequate opportunity to review the voluminous record and file reply
comments, particularly because it includes a holiday weekend. NYNEX requests that the
Commission extend the deadline for filing reply comments until June 12 or June 14, 1996. 6

5, Although the pleading cycle is relatively compressed in this proceeding, given the
scope of the issues involved, we believe that can not extend the filing dates without
compromising the Commission's ability to meet the implementation schedule mandated by
Congress. We also noCe chat copies of all of the commencs that were timely filed were
available on the morning of Friday May 17, 1996. We believe that the current filing
deadlines and page limits provide a reasonable opportunity for parties to respond to the
original comments. 7

6. Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED that the motion for extension of time and for
waiver of page limits filed by BellSouth is DENIED

7. IT IS FURTIIER ORDERED that the mocion for extension of time filed by
NYNEX is DENIED.

FEDERAL COMMUNICAnONS COMMISSION
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Regin < Keeney
Chief, Common Carrier Burea

4 BellSouth Motion for Extension of Time and Increase in Page Limit (filed May 21,
1996).

5 NYNEX Motion for Extension of Time (filed May 21, 1996).

6 In the first paragraph of its motion, NYNEX requests that we extend the filing date
until June 14, 1996; in the final paragraph of its motion, NYNEX requests that we extend
the filing date until June 12, 1996.

7 47 C.F.R. § 1.415(c).


