
April 22, 1996
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Hon. Reed Hunt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hunt:

I am extremely concerned about the "rating system ll for TV
programming being developed by the television industry or FCC for
use in conjunction with a "V-Chip.1I

The proposed rating system and "V-Chip'" must NOT be an excuse
for thetv industry to shift responsibility for establishing and
enforcing sound program standards from its own shoulders onto the
shoulders of beleaguered parents OR for the FCC not to enforce the
indecency law, again recently upheld by the Federal courts.

s"0Wf\
Opinion polls have repeatedlYAthat a large majority of the

population are concerned about the glut of sex, violence and
vulgarity of TV. A primary part of this concern is the effect on
children and youth. But I and many other adults are also personally
offended by this trash and we do not feel that TV shows represent
our values.

The TV industry says it is giving the public what it wants and
that programming merely reflects reality. I feel that this program­
ming actually reflects the moral Vacuum of the liberal depraved
people who run this industry; certainly not al~ but a good many who
are morally bankrupt.

Not that all TV programming is offensive or harmful. But, all
too often, the TV industry serves its own interests, rather than the
pUblic interest. The current gargage on TV does~\1eflect "reality"
for the vast majority of the American people who, unlike all too many
TV characters and guests on daytime talk shows, are not jumping from
bed to bed with just about anyone other than a spouse OR engaging
in one violent or antisocial act after the other OR constantly curs­
ing OR going through life wi thou t ,my need for God. Even many
"reality-based" programs are more fiction than fact.

It has also been brought to my attention that Congress has
instructed the FCC, "in consultation with appropriate pUblic interest
groups," to determine if rules established by the TV industry for
rating TV programming are acceptable and, if not acceptable, to work
with "Iuropriate pUblic interest groups" in order to establish its
rating system.

In either case, I urge you to include Morality in Media (212­
870-3222) as one of the "public interest groups," Th;s national,
interfaith organization has been at the forefront of efforts to
uphold standards of' decency on radio and TV.

Sincerely,
t&tti 7J l , ~.1 J t 4/[ Itt' tLL

Ann M. Trunnelle
217 Walnut Ave.
Redlands, CA 92373-6724
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Hon. Reed Hunt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20554

- - OR LATE FILED
H oJ' LOlZ
2024 S••SON ST
PITTS.GaSH PI 15221

/Jd /3 ,1996
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Dear Chairman Hunt:

I am deeply concerned about the new "rating system" for TV programming, to be
developed by the television industry or FCC for use in conjunction with a "V-Chip."

A "V-Chip" and rating system must NOT be an excuse for the TV industry to shift
responsibility for establishing and enforcing sound program standards offofits own shoulders
onto the shoulders of beleaguered parents OR for the FCC to not enforce the broadcast
indecency law -- which, as you know, was again recently upheld by the Federal courts.

()pinion polls have repeatedly shown that a large majority of the population are
conce,."..«JtJUt the glut of sex, violence,and vulgarity on TV. A primary part of this concern
is the t!1HfIct on children and youth. But large numbers of adults are also personally offended
and do ItOt feel that TV shows represent their own values.

The TVindustry says it is giving the public what it wants and that programming merely
reflects rettlity. But opinion polls and statements from prominent liberal and conservative
spoke!IfJM'tJons show that most people do not want a steady diet of gratuitous sex, violence,/
and vu/tltlrlty on T\I, either for themselves or their children.

Nor does TV reflect "reality" for the vast majority of the American people who, unlike
a/l taD _ey TV characters and guests on daytime talk shows, are !11l1 jumping from bed to
bed wlth_t about anyone other than a spouse OR engaging in one violent or antisocial act
after t_.her OR constantly cursing OR going through life without any need for God. Even
many "fWllity..IJased" programs are more fiction than fact.

_"Miltall TVprogramming is offensive or harmful. But, all too often, the TV industry
servesi. _w" interests, rather than the public interest, and reflects as "reality" the lifestyles
and of a small percentage of amoral or totally depraved individuals, rather than

.....~udardsand values. Ratings and a "V-Chip" may- fJa.vJJtheirplBcl!h-b.JJt not to
"iden'Nt/" (I steady stream of cultural sewage packaged as TV "entertainment." The answer
to this", ofprogramming is to curb it at its source.

Ife'. also been brought to my attention that Congress has instructed the FCC, "in
CAnt"" with aDPropriate public interest groups, " to determine if rules established by the
TV m.IY fsr rating TV programming are acceptable and, if not acceptable, to work with
"~Whlic interest groups" in order to establish its own rating system.
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655 Carybell Lane
Alpharetta, GA 30201

April 23, 1996

Hon. Reed Hunt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hunt:

My wife and I are part ofthe large majority ofthe population who are concerned about
the sex, violence and vulgarity on TV. A primary part ofthis concern is the effect on
children aad youth. But large numbers ofadults are also personally offended and do not
feel that TV shows represent their own values.

We believe that the answer to this type ofoffensive programming is to CIIrlJ it at its
SOIII'Ct!.

And we are concerned that a "V-Chip" and rating system will be used as an excuse by the
TV u.stry to shift responsibility off its own shoulders, or for the FCC to not enforce the
broadcast indecency law, which was again recently upheld by the Federal courts.

We ue aware that Congress has instructed the FCC to consult with appropriate public
inteJleIIlf'GUps to detennine ifrules established by the TV industry for rating TV
~ are acceptable and, ifnot acceptaable, to work with these groups in order to
esutiI.h its own rating system.

We...,}QU to include Morality in Media, phone 212-870-3222, as one ofthe public
.... lfG\IPs. This national organization has a goal to uphold standards ofdecency on
J!8CIio .. TV, and can be very helpful to you.

T"',Oll in advance for helping us in our constant efforts to raise law-abiding children,
~1iIIhe a Iilealthy respect for the opposite sex.

~,

1')0. of Copies rOC'd._O__
List ABCOE



Hon. Reed Hunt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hunt:

"r<?l? ,1996

iJ()~:(ETFILE COpy OR!GINAL

I am deeply concerned about the new "rating system" for TV programming, to be
developed by the television industry or FCC for use in conjunction with a "V-Chip."

A "V-Chip" and rating system must NOT be an excuse for the TV industry to shift
responsibility for establishing and enforcing soundprogram standards offofits own shoulders
onto the shoulders of beleaguered parents OR for the FCC to not enforce the broadcast
indecency law -- which, as you know, was again recently upheld by the Federal courts.

Opinion polls have repeatedly shown that a large majority of the population are
concerned about the glut of sex, violence and vulgarity on TV. A primary part of this concern
is the effect on children and youth. But large numbers of adults are also personally offended
and do not feel that TV shows represent their own values.

The TV industry says it is giving the public what it wants and that programming merely
reflects reality. But opinion polls and statements from prominent liberal and conservative
spokespersons show that most people do not want a steady diet of gratuitous sex, violence
and vulgarity on TV, either for themselves or their children.

Nor does TV reflect "reality" for the vast majority of the American people who, unlike
all too many TV characters and guests on daytime talk shows, are not jumping from bed to
bed with just about anyone other than a spouse OR engaging in one violent or antisocial act
after the other OR constantly cursing OR going through life without any need for God. Even
many "reality-based" programs are more fiction than fact.

Not that all TVprogramming is offensive or harmful. But, all too often, the TV industry
serves its own interests, rather than the public interest, and reflects as "reality" the lifestyles
and values of a small percentage of amoral or totally depraved individuals, rather than
community standards and values. Ratings and a "V-Chip" may have their place, but not to
"identify" a steady stream of cultural sewage packaged as TV "entertainment." The answer
to this type of programming is to curb it at its source.

It has also been brought to my attention that Congress has instructed the FCC, "in
consultation with appropriate public interest groups, " to determine if rules established by the
TV industry for rating TV programming are acceptable and, if not acceptable, to work with
"appropriate public interest groups" in order to establish its own rating system.

In either case, I urge you to include Morality in Media {212-870-32221 as one of the
"public interest groups." Founded in 1962, this national, interfaith organization has been at
the forefront of efforts to uphold standards of decency on radio and TV.

-----
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DOD D ILLINOIS CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS

D !A\. 901 South Spring Street • Springfield, Illinois 62704
~ (217) 528-9617
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April 23, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt
% The Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Suite 814
Washington, DC, 20554

Dear Commissioner Hundt:

The Illinois PTA and the National PTA strQAgly support a rule that would require television stations to
broadcast at least 3 hours of childJen'sprogramming per week. Many parents are demanding better
television as demonstrated by the tremendous support for the v-chlp provision. We urge the FCC to
approve a 3 hour minimum rule as soon as possible.

Three hours is less than 2 percent ofa week's programming. Surely, it is not too much to require three
public service hours out of the week's 168 hours to dedicate to chikiren and families.

The Illinois PTA ami the Na*,nal Pl'AOPpose any FCC &Olion that woufd compromise the 3 hour
minimum. Anything Jessthanspe~a ...-ativ~mlnlmwnwillt.echlldnm's television back to
"square one." Parents and children'" a firm commitmenHrom the FCC to the educational needs
of America's children. If the FCC does Rot hiVe the votes to approve a 3 hour minimum, we ask that
a vote be delayed until sufficient support Is secured.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

carolee Caplan, Immediate Past President
Illinois PTA

2020 West Greenleaf
Chicago, Illinois 60645

No. oi Copies roc'd
List ABCDE '-----
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April 13, 1996

Hon. Reed Hunt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hunt:

The attached letter says it all. I am
told, however, that a personal letter is more
effective than a form letter, so here is my position
on the II ra ting system" in my own words.

I urge you to enforce the broadcast
indecency law. I am one of a large segment of the
population that is deeply offended by the garbage
presented on TV.

I note that Congress has instructed your
Commission to work with appropriate public interest
groups. Please include Morality in Media when you
carry out this instruction.

Sincerely,

Miss Clara Demuling
607 East 26th St., #272
Erie, Pennsylvania 16504-2887

.. ,'j (;opil3s rOC'd,__O__
!w"tEt }~.t3,COE
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Hon. Reed Hunt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hunt:

I am deeply concerned about the new "rating system" for TV programming, to be
developed by the television industry or FCC for use in conjunction with a "V-Chip."

A "V-Chip" and rating system must NOT be an excuse for the TV industry to shift
responsibility for establishing and enforcing soundprogram standards offofits own shoulders
onto the shoulders of beleaguered parents OR for the FCC to not enforce the broadcast
indecency law -- which, as you know, was again recently upheld by the Federal courts.

Opinion polls have repeatedly shown that a large majority of the population are
concerned about the glut ofsex, violence and vulgarity on TV. A primary part of this concern
is the effect on children and youth. But large numbers of adults are also personally offended
and do not feel that TV shows represent their own values.

The TVindustry says it is giving the public what it wants and that programming merely
reflects reality. But opinion polls and statements from prominent liberal and conservative
spokespersons show that most people do not want a steady diet of gratuitous sex, violence
and vulgarity on T\I, either for themselves or their children.

Nor does TVreflect "reality" for the vast majority of the American people who, unlike
all too marty TV characters and guests on daytime talk shows, are not jumping from bed to
bed with just about anyone other than a spouse OR engaging in one violent or antisocial act
after the other OR constantly cursing OR going through life without any need for God. Even
many "reality-based" programs are more fiction than fact.

Not.thst all TVprogramming is offensive or harmful. But, all too often, the TV industry
serves ifsown interests, rather than the public interest. and reflects as "reality" the lifestyles
and va'ues of a small percentage of amoral or totally depraved individuals, rather than
~JL..s.tandards and v.aJues. Ratings and a "V-Chip" may have their pJac.iL.-bm {Jf}lto
"identify"fJI steady stream of cultural sewage packaged as TV "entertainment." The answer
to tl1l'Sr"',,,,programming is to curb it at its source. .

It h.s also been brought to my attention that Congress has instructed the FCC, "in
consU.QrzWith appropriate public interest groups, " to determine if rules established by the
TV indilstry for rating TV programming are acceptable and, if not acceptable, to work with
"IilDPrt:l/lli,te public interest groups" in order to establish its own rating system.

In either case, I urge you to include Morality in Media [212-870-32221 as one of the
"pubttciiiRttmst groups." Founded in 1962, this national, interfaith organization has been at
the fOrlfront of efforts to uphold standards of decency on radio and TV.


