
Han. Reed Hunt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hunt:
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I am deeply concerned about the new "rating system" for TV programming, to be
developed by the television industry or FCC for use in conjunction with a "V-Chip."

A "V-Chip" and rating system must NOT be an excuse for the TV industrv to shift
responsibility .for establishing and enforcing soundprogram standards offofits own shoulders
onto the shoulders of beleaguered parents OR for the FCC to not enforce the broadcast
indecency law -- which, as you know, was again recently upheld by the Federal courts.

Opinion polls have repeatedly shown that a large majority of the population are
concel1ftJflsbout the glut of sex, violence and vulgarity on TV. A primary part of this concern
is the efftiCt on children and youth. But large numbers of adults are also personally offended
and do not feel that TV shows represent their own values.

The TVindustry says it is giving the public what it wants and that programming merely
reflects ffMlity. But opinion polls and statements from prominent liberal and conservative
spoke.eMon~ show that most people do not want a steady diet of gratuitous sex, violence
and vulg.my on TV, either for themselves or their children.

Nor does TV reflect "reality" for the vast majority of the American people who, unlike
all too m.y TV characters and guests on daytime talk shows, are not jumping from bed to
bed 'N/,rh jJJst about anyone other than a spouse OR engaging in one violent or antisocial act
afterthff fJ'ther OR constantly cursing OR going through life without any need for God. Even
many "retJlity-based" programs are more fiction than fact.

_"'thet all TVprogramming is offensive or harmful. But, all too often, the TVindustry
~ interests, rather than the public interest, and reflects as "reality" the lifestyles

r>f a small percentage of amoral or totally depraved individuals, rather than
Mr.tUf;.IUi'ds and vaJues~ Ratings and E "V-Chip" may ha.Jle their p1ac.s"hutnnt to

"identify". steady stream of cultural sewage packaged as TV "entertainment." The answer
to thl$,tWlflj of programming is to curb it at its source.

Mlilil 81s0 been brought to my attention that Congress has instructed the FCC, "in
.. ..h "ria Ii in e" ro s" to determine if rules established by the

for rating TV programming are acceptable and, if not acceptable, to work with
lie interest rou s" in order to establish its own rating system.

f!tJ"tl/ther case, I urge you to include Morality in Media [212-870-32221 as one of the
"~." Founded in 1962, this national, interfaith organization has been at
tiiiilIfiIIiIi,foFiiio-'ts to uphold standards of decency on radio and TV.
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I am deeply concerned about the new "rating system" for TV programming, to be
developed by the television industry or FCC for use in conjunction with a "V-Chip."

A "V-Chip" and rating system must NOT be an excuse for the TV industry to shift
responsibility for establishing andenforcing soundprogram standards offofits own shoulders
onto the shoulders of beleaguered parents OR for the FCC to not enforce the broadcast
indecency law -- which, as you know, was again recently upheld by the Federal courts.

Opinion polls have repeatedly shown that a large majority of the population are
concerned about the glut ofsex, violence and vulgarity on TV. A primary part of this concern
is the effect on children and youth. But large numbers of adults are also personally offended
and do not feel that TV shows represent their own values.

The TV industry says it is giving the public what it wants and that programming merely
reflects reality. But opinion polls and statements from prominent liberal and conservative
spokespersons show that most people do not want a steady diet of gratuitous sex, violence
and vulgarity on TV, either for themselves or their children.

Nor does TV reflect "reality" for the vast majority of the American people who, unlike
all too many TV characters and guests on daytime talk shows, are not jumping from bed to
bed with just about anyone other than a spouse OR engaging in one violent or antisocial act
after the other OR constantly cursing OR going through life without any needfor God. Even
many "reality-based" programs are more fiction than fact.

Not that all TVprogramming is offensive or harmful. But, all too often, the TVindustry
serves its own interests, rather than the public interest, and reflects as "reality" the lifestyles
andva('!tJs of a small percentage of amoral or totally depraved individuals, rather than
~"'&taRlJard8ami values. Ratings ami« "V--.chip" 1¥UlJIMve. their plaC8r lJut not to
"identify" a steady stream of cultural sewage packaged as TV "entertainment." The answer
to this type of programming is to curb it at its source.

It has also been brought to my attention that Congress has instructed the FCC, "in
CJ!JIl....Wn with appropriate public interest groups, " to determine if rules established by the
TV ib(/Ustry for rating TV programming are acceptable and, if not acceptable, to work with
"lIDI1fpiate public interest groups" in order to establish its own rating system.

In either case, I urge you to include Morality in Media {212-870-32221 as one of the
"tJuf.IIifJ interest groups." Founded in 1962, this national, interfaith organization has been at
the forefront of efforts to uphold standards of decency on radio and TV.
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I am deeply concerned about the new "rating system" for TV programming, to be
developed by the television industry or FCC for use in conjunction with a "V-Chip. "

A "V-Chip" and rating system must NOT be an excuse for the TV industry to shift
responsibility for establishing and enforcing soundprogram standards offofits own shoulders
onto the shoulders of beleaguered parents OR for the FCC to not enforce the broadcast
indecency law -- which, as you know, was again recently upheld by the Federal courts.

Opinion polls have repeatedly shown that a large majority of the population are
concerned about the glut ofsex, violence and vulgarity on TV. A primary part of this concern
is the effect on children and youth. But large numbers ofadults are also personally offended
and do not feel that TV shows represent their own values.

The TV industry says it is giving the public what it wants and that programming merely
reflects reality. But opinion polls and statements from prominent liberal and conservative
spokespersons show that most people do not want a steady diet of gratuitous sex, violence
and vulgarity on TV, either for themselves or their children.

Nor does TV reflect "reality" for the vast majority of the American people who, unlike
all too many TV characters and guests on daytime talk shows, are !1fJ1. jumping from bed to
bed with just about anyone other than a spouse OR engaging in one violent or antisocial act
after the other OR constantly cursing OR going through life without any need for God. Even
many "reality-based" programs are more fiction than fact.

Not that all TVprogramming is offensive or harmful. But, all too often, the TV industry
serves its own interests, rather than the public interest and reflects as "reality" the lifestyles
and values of a small percentage of amoral or totslly depraved individuals, rather than

----------BfJIlfIImURitystamJards and vaIufJs.. Ratings and a "V-Chip" ma.y Juwe-tbeir.-pJa.cerbutJUJt to
"identify" a steady stream of cultural sewage packaged as TV "entertainment." The answer
to this type of programming is to curb it at its source.

It has also been brought to my attention that Congress has instructed the FCC, "in
consultation with appropriate public interest groups, " to determine if rules established by the
TV industry for rating TV programming are acceptable and, if not acceptable, to work with
"i1OOfQDd'te public interest groups" in order to establish its own rating system.

In either case, I urge you to include Morality in Media [212-870-32221 as one of the
"pubHc interest groups." Founded in 1962, this national, interfaith organization has been at
the forefront of efforts to uphold standards of decency on radio and T\I.
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The Honor__ :Reed Hundt
The Honorable Susan Ness
The Honor.1e RadwHe Chong
The Honorable James QueUo
% The Federal COINI\unications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Suite 814
Was~ OC 20554

Dear Commissioners:
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Television br<tadcasters have had nearly five years to keep their promises to serve
America's children, and they have not delivered. Just as the concern of parents and
teachers and advocacy groups has finally managed to make tighter regulation a
distinct possibility, the industry is making the same old promises once again.

More alarming, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) may be on the
brink of buying the line. That would be a serious mistake.

In ]J99C), the National PI'A and the North Dakota PTA prodded Congre8s into
p-. 01 the Children's Television Act (CTA). It was hoped that the law wouldheIf·.,... the sorry state of the medium kids watched most. Industry
re,.••...,., afraid of losing their free licensed access to the limited broadcast
band,~ to provide educational services for children as a public service.

ButitMy ihlisted that requiring fixed hoW'S of educational material and. defining
c-'y'" "educational" meant would cripple their creativity and curb the
e~and bounty of what TV was going to do for kids.

C.:-a ~\lght this argument. The CTA now, therefore, requires stations to air
N . " ·.· ......mming of an undefined "education" content for children.

As .....we have seen production of program-length commercials for tIOys and
...,.~onsof violence and noise. Progr.ms like Mighty Me",. Power
....... The ]etsons are often listed as educational programming, ancI the few
w"'whle shows tend to run in predawn hours.

n.~~Awas intended to encourage production of valuable educational

Et~~f~:~::Ff:r~=!~c:fied.•'.UdIlg stick it needs to evaluate its own performance.
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Open letter to FCC eo.....ionen, p. 2.

Last year, ftwtralled and unhappy over 'IV vieIenee, parents managed to gain
agpeement Oft the V-chip from the broadcast iftdutery. Knowing the stakes, program
makers are already starting to tone down their products. This is being received with
appreciation from the viewers.

The North Dakota PTA and other groups now want the FCC to define educational
conteftt cllMluDy and to require, as a condition for renewal of broadcast licenses, that
televisionl ..tioas air at least three hours of educational programming per week.
This is truly a mirWnum expectation.

It is appredafed that FCCC~nReed E. Hundt has backed the idea and that 104
members of the COilgres8Support it.

BroackalMl'l, have rejected ,the proposed new rule as excessive - three public service
hours out_lite week's 168 hours would evidently put too big a dent in their profits.
But faced'whh powing public pressure, they are suddenly promoting a so-called
"com""''' they say everybody can live with.

Induatly tatives are meeting privately with Chairman Hundt, trying to
uncle COttlmitment to the three-hour standard. Instead, the stations want
to be." m their "total efforts" for children and on a "narrative statement" they
would provide describing those efforts.

Don't,.... to it, Mr. Chairman! This new proposal would only give the appearance
of a~Mt the reality of genuine program benefits for our youth. It would be a
mere ...... given the industry's record on this issue.

Stand''''~Chairman Hundt, determination now will bring a respoose from the
~,......~ education front. Parents and teaebers will applaud. They can turnthe"':'" off, but they can't tum on what isn't there. For that, they need a firm
cOJllJllllJllMntfrom the FCC to the educational needs of America's children.".>1_ Dakota PTA,

~~ .5, ~aL:. ';..,
LowWUI,.' ,Llllimer
Let.... Chairman

:Ninot, NO 58701
Or 701 857-4555

CopMIIWI'this letter were sent to the following North Dakota Newspapers: Fargo
PonIaIdtllttmarck Tribune, Minot Daily News; and Grand Forb Herald.



opil3s roc'd,_O_··--4h~"~
DE

i~d1-10

HH9'6~
OOCKETFILE COpyORIGINAL

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

PI



'IA'~JV"~'--"~~ F e, ~ ,
. . ~ -

j~ ;tM6 ~f~
(irk '; ,~'1'~~cm (j?M -

I~, Il/1h-/,~~~

, ~.~~~

f,(!f!,~~~~
./to-~ ct-- 61/ _ .

'. c! "~ .
rr;~') 11 ~I 7/ d·





- .. --_ .._....... ---~ _. _......------.-----,.,.-_._-- - -- -
- ._~-

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1





if~~j~IJiiill;J;;e~;;~flffr:lr~JIJ!efifrri~!~fl~~eiIililjlll{j{il!i!{r!irl!IJllflfilf!llf;~:
ali'l[f=:!fl!!f'f!!!~(~I~I~I!I!!il~~~!fJII;illf!iJ[ffilii!~~lillt!![~!J~!II!I~I!illi=!I~;Ir·

r J~·liJII·lljg3 ;,J If' ii' ~I i!I;; (I jifflfi~i~fi Jf!~iilli ila~fH:iHmjlii!HHHHH!J if •
~~IJf¥J ,~ ¥fli~lfg!rJJ!f;!(f~lr!friJ~~f!;'~;111Jf!lilff!i itrl!~J~if);f=~ifff[!l,rJ!~vffIJ:
·f~I~J~!f!fl~f~;if~!f!~ii~l~![~i~~[!~i'!!!!fil~~[~!!i! ![tl!!!fji.~1~~~~!! ~!~f!i[~!;~~!~j~I~!!

il!j,ilt!ili~Iill!!!liil!fiil.t.!iiliit!ili!fAili!iJ,iIflJl!l!il!Jii!llli!!iiiiii lillilll!lfll~!Ji!lfl
Ji ~1~r~l~tt fJ~I~~1 g~~r(fPf~I!91'l 'fit· ~fl~'~II~~~I.~!IJjll[Jlfr J~I.lf~llil {!fl", J~f Ir¥~IJ.JJ~~f.f. ~~I;Jlpr~¥.fJ.'j~j .r~;~'JJJ~. 'fl~lrr.J'~JJPp••i~lll.f, ~.f~alf'

li!il!lfliiiill=fliijli!i[;~ir~ijiiJ!!!flii[iifi;Ji!ifIliil!lfi~J~[!~!IIJli[ilii!!!i;ii!!:
l:ii[iJfl~ffirJ!I!IJ;!~lffIII;liff!ifli:JJf!!f'!f!i!i~ff~lf.li!I!lliijii!frrlf~ff:Jf~flJrJJ


