
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

April, 25, 1996

Hon, Reed Hunt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hunt.

My husband and I have doubts about the new rating
system for TV programming. It is likely to give
them an e.cuse to run the most objectable shows
as long as they have a rating.

It is very important that the Fcc enforce the
broadcast indecency law - which was recently
upheld bv the Federal courts

The shows that are on during prime time donot
represent the values of the majority of TV viewers.

The programming of TV should representcommuni ty
standards and values. As long as we have sex and
violence we are not going to have safe homes or
streets.

We would appreciate an answer to our letter.

Thank You,

Eileen Harrison
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UW-Stevens Point

239 Burroughs Hall

Stevens Point, WI., 54481

4/16/96

The Honorable Reed Hundt

1919 M Street Room 814

Washington, D.C., 20554

Dear Hundt,

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Everytime a T.V. is turned on, some form of voilence is

bound to be seen in some show. It is plainly obvious that

children are the most affected by the violence since they are so

impressionable. The Federal Communications Commission enacted the

Children's Television Act to allow for more educational programs

for children. Is the violence in the programs going to disappaer?

Granted, there are quite a few channels to choose from especially

if a person has cable. The channels that a person can choose

range from the family channel to HBO. Perhaps the violence shown

in T.V. shows is just a fad and will soon vanish. Can you forget

that an Ohio 5-year old child burned down his family's trailer

which wa$ inspired by the Beavis and Butt-head show on MTV.

I am a concerned individual who plans to become a teacher in

the near future. I need to know whether the broadcasters have

increaflled their showing of educational television programs for

child~en. Is there some form of proof like a chart that displays

inc.ea$led ratings for a particular T. V. station due to the

l:IJ~O~IU':lC.$ting of children I s television programs. Besides the

en8Glment of the Children's Television Act, the Federal
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Communications Commission could sponsor activities like D.A.R.E.

showing how children react to the violence on T.V. and what can

be done to counteract the harmful acts that children might be

inspired to perform due to the violence.

Sincerely,

Alanna J. Christiansen
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Han. Reed Hunt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hunt:
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I am deeply concerned about the new "rating system" for TV programming, to be
developed by the television industry or FCC for use in conjunction with a "V-Chip."

A "V-Chip" and rating system must NOT be an excuse for the TV industrv to shift
responsibility for establishing and enforcing soundprogram standards offofits own should~rs

onto the shoulders of beleaguered parents OR for the FCC to not enforce the broadcast
indecency law -- which, as you know, was again recently upheld by the Federal courts.

Opinion polls have repeatedly shown that a large majority of the population are
concerned about the glut ofsex, violence and vulgarity on T\I. A primary part of this concern
is the effect on children and youth. But large numbers of adults are also personally offended
and do not feel that TV shows represent their own values.

The· TV industry says it is giving the public what it wants and that programming merely
reflects reality. But opinion polls and statements from prominent liberal and conservative
spokespersons show that most people do not want a steady diet of gratuitous sex, violence
and vulgarity on T\I, either for themselves or their children.

Nor does TV reflect "reality" for the vast majority of the American people who, unlike
all too many TV characters and guests on daytime talk shows, are not jumping from bed to
bed with just about anyone other than a spouse OR engaging in one violent or antisocial act
after the other OR constantly cursing OR going through life without any need for God. Even
many "reality~based"programs are more fiction than fact.

Not that all TVprogramming is offensive orharmful. But, all too often, the TVindustry
serves its own interests, rather than the public interest, and reflects as "reality" the lifestyles
and vs(ues of a small percentage of amoral or totally depraved individuals, rather than
C9IRflRWlJtY. I1tIIRdards and ~s. Ratings and a "V-Chip " mB¥Juw.e-.tb8k-{J1acs,..b.ut-not to
"identify" a steady stream of cultural sewage packaged as TV "entertainment." The answer
to this type of programming is to curb it at its source.

It h••Iso been brought to my attention that Congress has instructed the FCC, "in
coamMtI«IlIi*ith appropriate public interest groups, " to determine if rules established by the
TV industry for rating TV programming are acceptable and, if not acceptable, to work with
"aDDf()f}riatfllJublic interest groups" in order to establish its own rating system.

In either case, I urge you to include Morality in Media [212-870-32221 as one of the
"DUb/i.&.1nlBSt groups." Founded in 1962, this national, interfaith organization has been at
the forefront of efforts to uphold standards of decency on radio and TV.

Sincer.ely,

S'?1~ J1t1Awc~)~~~
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