
Mer. Reed Hundt
haitman-FCC

1919 M St. NW
~asl:1ington, DC 20554-oCOl

Dear Mr. Hundt

Jan:"16-96 '
Bill ~ans_ .... ---------,;.,6Q;rrla -"Omona
Houston Tex-77086

This important sribject requires a bit more time than you or I
would prefer•• it reqt1ires apurox•• l2~,m1nutes•• to rev1~w••• attached
are 3 pages copied from The HODston chronicle of Jan-7-96 •• to which
my comments are keyed:

"_This has no' merit, c.nly progr8m content cOl"'trols audierce .,share't••••

IJ-Even --- t estimated cost to viewers would be too m,ch and eT.~n
NAB would have to repl8ce -·EVERY PIECE 0«' E~TTIPMENT NOW IN OPERATION••
. I'm sure maput,gWres (now netlrin se.turation on man video items) .
would 10vetoRF-SELL t comole e-- s - ' '9'. i !. ••••

It_No 11ft and. No 2 channel oper8tion .• Th~t is too spectrum wasteful, and
agaIn, its not the number of c"'Onnels, its tFie Ct)NTEf:lT( they hRve
trouble doing a good job, ",ith ,just 1 channel now) ••••••••••••••••• ; •••

~-No this 1s NOT THE iAM~~.customers had ~nd cou'd keep their o}r.
fashion recorri s arc olayers--B Ii s'st Tv ia . instant and fo' tR.•t
mgpmt ONLY... arc not. retrieve ,e excep on aue aJ"l yOt'l cM on Y tape
what Y01Jr T~ ~r~n_~F<~~iv~)••••••••••••••• ,. .

• :.. tiame as #3 above, ::)11.,S we bettrr save some sOflc+rum for :ret 'Unknoyp
needs•••.••••••...••.•••••..•.......•.•••.••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••.

It_Tbis 'I.'Jas 8' rood move-It vJaS no different than granting land to the
.railroads or early sGbsidizing of air m8,il, to jump sta'rt those
ind~stries-_Now thev can all stnnd alone••••.•....•••....•..........•

It-This requires a LARGE ir.vestment, and does need some assura~ce of
co,ntigulty(bDt not lett ing them run a'rrogantiy with a5Mdt5f]) ••••• ~ ••...

_-Yes -this .is true•• a~eqlJate informatiol:-ne'.·JS-'I.·leather- health & finance .

..Again it's the program content,That's competiton, pure & simple 2 the
nature of the business-NobodY made them get into this business &
Nobody sh01'ld snbsidize them, or be'1l them out •.••••••••••••••.•••••...

• • ft •••••• '" ••••• '" .
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lap-i-MAX serves it's SPECIAL INTE:qRST, '.·lith a SPECIAL "'ILM 4'0RMAT,
Let HDTV serve it's SPECIAL INTEREST GROPPS , such as closed c ircl~ it,
theatre and indoor a.:rel"as-then IF' thev nee(1 to use an aralof"
signal, let THEM blJY the conver· ers .. dOl" 't DlJt it on the puhl ic••••

l3... -;They ca"!) harolv teke c[re of 1 chanr~el ioJit-h decprt ro ramir. , If
they are now losping money advert Ld.rg ow '''01~ld 2" chann.els. double
their income•• indtJstrY,vide, this does not create more viewers. to
support double equipmert and prorraming costs .•

One summer 2- A&M studert s discovered that aftl'7r trtJcking water
melons for a ,.,reek, that they ',vere loseing money•• They consulted their
professor •• His computer spit out the "obvious" answer .• get an
add it ional truck! •• where he. s "horse sel" se gone on th is Tv issue? .': •

l4-~NO-NO-NO •..••••

l5-- 8ee #12 above

16··-No free - stuff

e' ,,,1th
happens againl

,: . r

18...- I 'm not for sellir? spr,,?ct:rum•• I'm not for giviflg a1'Tay snrectrum••
:r'm for rat-holeil"g some for future needs ••••••

19-- - Your tOl.JF-!'hest NEXT nroblem is not !'lett iore" •• It 1s propram' content! ,
r1m not sugge~tirg: Iteh'rn to HlP days o1""'"11~ves a.nd the rUm
reive,., board butsomet"lJrp: needs to bp done SOON ard IT IS; NOT THE
DELIVERY~RET~IEVAL SYSTEM THAT NEEDS FIXING! ••••• the SYSTEM delivers
a good product or a rotten prodlJct, just 1 ike the mam~facturer

(producer)Dl1t togethf"r~ ...

Thank you, if YOt: have held on th is lon~•• I helned nurse the early
fa1nt blobs of ~inch black ~ white tv, to the current splendid, super
si£,;e color images of today•. ~lor & sterore . " . ,1. t e '
o..r1gtnt1 bandwiQth-TijESE--' . aRo ld remain the -eon es -r. r' 'e,e•.

retired in late 9l+ .i'rom harrel 2 TV aro became a- view r • but
I can't let gO of my iftC::' ::t i.n th,c :in~~ll.str.v~.

,
,I

cooies to:
senators-Gremm f .sailr--?'
Reps.-Archer 8 FicJ~s
:;'cc- Hr. Hm:dt

ClircerelY
Bill Evans
6711 Ramona
Mouston, Texas
77086
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High-definition television - or HOTV - will
dramatically improve image quality, but to get it
at home, viewers will have to buy a new TV or a
converter box. How HOTV compares to what we
have now:

New technology
redefines television

$187 billion

....Y·U.YI& ,,~.~vlalun

Switch from -

analog will
cost viewers

By FRANK CREVE
Kniqht-Ridder Tribune NflWS

WASHINGTON .- TV sta
tions aren't advertising
this, but their owners

have a plan that could cost you
about $200 billion.

First, they want to phase out
their current transmission sys
tem and replace it with a more ef
ficient, computer-style digital sys
tem. The move, which they hope
will help build audiences, has a
stunning side effect: It will make
obsolete every set now operating
in America, including 9 million
bought this holiday season.

Replacing today's 220 million
outmoded analog TVs with digital
sets to receive the new signal will
cost viewers $187 billion, accord
ing to the National Association of
Broadcasters, an industry lobby
based in Washington.
, In addition, because stations
can't send digital and analog sig
nals ,over the same channel,
IINldcasterswant use ofa second
ehannel free for at least 15 years.

This proposed channel gift to
broadcasters comes just as their
airwave rivals in the cellular tele
phone and pager industry have
paid more than $8 billion for new
channels at g<Werfdnenrauctions.·, ,r~. '.

'.' Were new TV channels to be
auctioned, too, their sale might
generate $100 billion for the U.S. " : ..',
'1'N>........... tb Fede....t C ,-';"";'.',';'.., :"'- " ."'&~h' Q. '-. "pa,; I:!. ~.~:,;>. ~ r';:'!~'1'\.,"''';:r:,
catiOlut·rAmnils.~n"AAW~.,,,~ "~,"~t
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Knight-Ridder Tribune News
20510, VI I ttpresentaii';t:s clo
The Capitol, Washington, D.C.
20515.

WASHINGTON - Here's how" Hundt is particular1y keen for
you can have a say in broadcast comment. "By and large, the
TV's future: public is not represented by the
.•Write to Reed Hundt Chair~ lawyers and lobbyists in Wash

, man, Federal Communi~tions' ington: he told the New Yorker
Commission. 1919 M St. Nwti ..magazine earlier this year. "The
Washington, D.C. 20554-0001.i. few public advocat6S;~over-
'.Send questions and ·g~v.hefrnec:f.financiaUy¥\,}. Butt

I1ients,to the FCCvia this I"'~~\'e got to be abfe'to stand up if
~~eta(jdress: "fccinf0@fcc' .'....... '19', ~ness ortq$~ltocca.J.
:.\..•Write your senators ¢lo Th '...~~oilS'~ say·.:';tlf~·~ut the}'
. S~eJ.t?l. washingtO,!,;J,\D~g-~g.kl~~~~,~E)f:;

,.., .... ,. """""~~~"""""",,,·'T,,:{--r;-

How to voice your opinion

generate $100 billion for the U.S.
Treasury, the Federal Communi

..cations Conunission. says.
That's not the same as money in '. . ~-""'" ...., ..

your pocket, but, $100 billion Lbij..,~ tb next-fiv '
~ounts to a contribtjti0!i of $38Yr. t..;.rki,id ~g tha~~ 10y~
apiece from every Arilencan that . . . me, mo
could be used for budget-balanc- tstati~n.s de~tnn~ to m~e the ,
, M di tax Ii f ransltion will sl1lluIcast m bothmg, e care, re e, or other the traditional thod d di .tal.
government purposes. . me an gl

Neither auctions of airwave Given. that most conswners
channels nor picture upgrades keep thell' TV sets for five .to eight,
are pie-in-the sky ideas. President years a~ present, they will have
Clinton's latest budget-balancing ample time to buy the u~
plan calls for $13 billion to be sets if they wish better quality pic
wrung somehow from TV-band ture - or keep using their pre
auctions in the next seven years. sent sets.
The Senate, which banned such To say all TV sets will need to be
auctions in a law written with the replaced is "absurd" since tech
industry's help in 1993, has or- nology improvements will dictate
dered the FCC to reconsider. a gradual changeover anyway,

Rut Ren .J~('!f Fipin~ H,Hl1n" fust as consumers moved from re-
ble, a leading architect of the ef- ~orQ players to compact discs to
fort to reform the nation's tele- listen to music, said Fields, who
communications laws, disputed ch~ the House. Telecommuni
the contention that today's TV cations SubcOmmIttee.
sets will be instantly rendered "It's really important we move
usel~ss, or tha~ ~roadcasterswill into the digital age," he said.
receive a teleVISion channel give- During the transition Fields
away., . said he favors alloWing broad-

While consumers will need new casters to be given new transmis
TV sets to accept digital stations
the conversion will occur gradu~ See TELEVISION on Page 3D,



Television
.,'

try/government plan to switch from TV viewers who will foot the digi-
analog to digital transmission that's tal transition's bill, ofCC!~.,,'
faster, crisper and richer in detail.~....W'~

•

' 1IIIIlll'i4riW' a~ havebeen largely blacked out;
Continued from Page 1D. \' • 'B.-but It Co~s IfllWfI"t'6 n it comes to proposala about,"

. og broadcasting conveys s ~ture that.~ about as
_~ so they~ sound and images by varying the \ ply mto Amenca s living rooms
~lkIIWlyaDd height and length of the electronic gove1'1llllllQt ever gets. .

S"" _ ... But it W<J d not be a waves your TV receives. Digital ,:couumer 8dvocacy groups fight·
giveaway of the ain\aves because broadcasting entails a computer- ing what they view as a spectrum
they would be requir,!d to abandon like transmission of is and Os that giveaway to broadcasters aren't
the ~~sent b;aJ,!dw!ciths once the can deliver to your TV a lot more in· doing much better,.particular1y with
transItion to digitaliS complete. formation a lot faster. the new Republican Con .

Forcing broadcasu,rs to pay f?r '''#81.onstratiollllllMM'... ..' do"eK'
the new channels, rather than, m '\ .. '. TVp~ are :. Ie coMect to trees and
essence, borrowing Ulem for a few ...• ...The scl\lnd is all g and beauty, particularly
years, would "slow down our con· aebs. AIId, when HDTV is not .i.r.._'*Um.~· _._

~~~:~~~:~~'ohighertech-n,be~,in.~b:=:~' ~:=~~~~~
At the same time, ABC, NBC and . oWnerscan~_~ vocstes auctions.

CBS are pressing the FCC to re- ..... . s - of conventional, not "But public ownership of the elec-
quire several hours of air time daiJr , . quality - in the airwave tromagnetic ISJl8Cb'UI1l isn't so elIIY
of digital movie-quality, high-defim· space now taken up by a single ana- to understand and relate to IS puJt.
tion television (HDT!T) to promote log broadcast, lic park Iand,~ Chester said.
the digital transition, Fox and the Tl;l make the transition to digital, Briefly last fall, several conaerva- I
Public Broadcasting System want to broadcastcrs want - and currently tive groups close to House Speaker
go digital, but want more f1ex1blllty are likely to get - 6 megahertz of Newt Ginlricb joined with conaum
when it comes to airing HDTV. additional channel space free for erists and'the Wireless industly to

Under any of these options, to-· the duration of the changeover. press for audions of airwave cban·
day's television sets \Would be ren- They have 6megahertz for each sta- nels. To exempt TV station.owners
de.4 obsolete. , tion with their currentta'cen. from auctions would perpetuate

"Does the audience \Vant to go on~ters want ~'. '. - "one of the greatest government
this journey?" FCC Clilirman Reed~ for 15 yeMI OIl' • The giveaways in history,~ argued

I _ Hundt asked i~ a spet~h last month Clinton administration wants to, ,KarenJ:terripn. founder of the
I.P to the International R.\ldio and Tele- take back the analog chaMels afterr: Campalgn;j fo1:.,~~

'Vision Society. "ShOUld we assume seven years and auction them off. .' ~ t101l.anQ~rate we'ffaie foe in
they will welcome th., extinction of Until the switch is complete, view- the conservative camp.
llDalog broadcast?" ers would see HDTV for major The campaign.faIled for three rea-

Almost no one else in Washington sporting and entertainment events, sons: '. .
is asking those quesl ions, because according to the broadcasters' plan. First, Gingricp wasn't mterested.
the industry-driven I)~umption is The rest of the time, stations would Such auctions are "in all honesty,
res. And ultimately, the issue is not be free to air current progrllll)ming tota11y lesitimate," Gingrich told
Just media power in W8llhington; it's - plus all-news, all-sports. and . Broadcasting and Cable Magazine
what's happening the~ days as home shopping chaMels, all of last March, but nobo<1y wants to
well-connected industri~ seek new them potential new money·makers. "take on the broa.dcasters.~
opportunities to exploit pq,blic prop- Whatever happens, viewers will . So great is the mismstch between
erty, whether it's expanded grazing, need new TV sets to see the im· broadcaster clout and viewer clout
mineral or tim.ber rights; we~nd proved broadcasts; Ev~.promoters in Washin~ that it's no con~st
development rillhts; or additional say it'll take a big digital set, 35 when they Vie. Consumers Umon
free broadcast Channels. .. inches or larger and costing about lobbyist Gene Kimmelman, for ex-

In the caae of broadcasil!'- $1,500 more than current analog ample, doilbts he can get Houae
.tUm~ recelve4. .,.. models, to see the difference. Telecommunications Subcommit·

..., . ~.! ~~Js free ull .' 934 There's a.chea~ alterna~ but tee Chairmsn Fields to return a call
f IIlIiiliIiIIlI8s Act. baslcally\to it's a no·~amer m terms of PiCture personally.

keep them from airinll,. signals thilt , q.Uality. Viewers cl'n.bw.~...~...... - BycontrlBt,SenateMajorityWhiI
interfered with one another. In n;- ., for abouti\flllll and'~ -FR'~ - Trent Lott, R-Miss., carried thl
turn, they accepted a PUbliC-trust,,~.digitalim~bac:k· . . - NAB's anti-auction arguments inte
obl!!\a~on to air loc,,1 news, give'. s that s IIets . - high-level bUdge~ nego~tions re
politlc18DS equal trearment and de- ntil recently, there was no mar- cently after PreSident Clinton pro
liver some community-service pro- I ketplace challenge to TV broad- po.sed a modest spectrum auctitm,
8I'M'S. \ casters because no one else wanted .. ,iliDIII!r,DellUlatora Mll!tI 'it·'m4

Over the years, broadcasters ef- their airwave space. That changed lA~C tuive been talking to broad
fectively came to own the airwaves: with the appearance of cellular" ~ters for so long they really don'
They could sell them. witl! confi- . phone, pager, cable TV,.sat~llite TV !llIiIW.what,.consumers are.
dence that broadca!.ting licenses @[ and other telecommurucations en-TIIatwas plain at a recent daylonl
would continue in effect. And, in tb&, trepreneurs who, since 1993, have commission meeting on the switcJ
eyes of nearly everyO:1e except sta-. had to buy airwave channels to to digital TV that ended with a pane
tion owners, they came to take thelI' make their fortunes. ., of six experts discussing the mega
lWlllic·semce obligat ons lilIhtly· And these competitors to broad- blllion-doliar upgrade's "Impact OJ
-""l:t's a national scandal," groused cast TV understandably see red. Consumers."
former FCC Chairman Henry Geller . "After paying $8 billion (and cUm· All six were telecommunication
in a recent interview. He said, for bing) for new spectrum, the wire- company presidents or vice presi

S· example, that broac cas~rs have less industry is watching in shock dents. Only one urged the commis
claimed to provide ,~dlJcabonal pro- and dismay as the broadcasters. sion to go slow due to the trans
gramming for children via such t.>ro- seek... free new~ iJ' lion's high cost. He owns six TV su
grams as Amen,~a's Funnlest whicli to, 'ilmong other t:llinu... . tions and was worried about th
Home Videos, Bilee" Mice from _ against those who paid1oi- cost of new equipment.

,Mot's and Yogi Bear. sl8l1trumt sputtered Thomas The only time the high cost ofne'
And yet the b!'(l'!c' ~e.sters· main ''.'heeler, prcsideI': of the Washillll;- digitai TV sets for consumers cam

policy argument fo,' (ontinued free ~n-baaed Cellular Telecommunica- up was when aruce Allan, vice pre
airwave use is that _ ,proviliI 'tions Industry Association, in a re- ident of Thomson Consumer Ele
.li~"P"IIri-N" cent letter to FCCC~ Hun4t- tronics brought it up. He assurE
.I·~ that -some"'" does • ''IIi'. like writing a cIIIeclt to ttl!!' the commission that even familll
..,.-. A se<:ond reason, but fecdnomic powerhouses of the coun· below the poverty level would I
one, q~ite aside from policy, is that ,try. U's an outrageous gra~," coll!- eager buyers.
~ network TV lludienceli p1ained Jamce Obuchowski, presl' . .
tJ'e tIlMiing it llarder for statltns to dent of Freedom Technologies, a Chns ,woodyard of the C~ronlcle

) f) dienerate a'dvertislng t:eVenue. telecommunications consulting W~shlngton Bureau contnbuted ,
Part of the SolutlOJl is the indus- firm based in Washington. thiS report.
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