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This important subject requires a bit more time thar you or I
would prefer..it requires aporox..l2 minutes..to review...attached
are 3 pages copled from The Houston Chronicle of Jan-7-96..to which
my comments are keyed: :

¥--fhis has no merit, cnly program content cortrols avdierce "share”....

@8 -Even — + estimated cost to viewers wéuld be too much and even
NAB would have to replsce —EVERY PIECE OF EQUIPMENT NOW IN OPERATION,.

'I'm sure ma gtures (now nearing ssturation on many video items),

would love ° RE-SELL the comnlete..TV send-recelve ;gggmgzx AP

’i-No‘gift and. No 2 channel operstion..Th-t is too gpectrum wasteful, and
I¥s not the number of ¢ -nnels, its the CGETENT(’fhey have
trouble doing a good job, with just 1 channel now).....................

Hi-f NOT THE AML..CLetgmers had ;nd covd keep their old
ashior records ard nlayers-- §g%dgagt v _1s instant and for thet

moment ONLY,.ard not retrievablelexcept on tave ard you cah only tape

What yol]r vE;P‘n__{‘_p’(:eivg)QCQQO-n;0.00-0.‘. lllll 4 4 P 5 9 % 4 0 0SS P st ERe e

. Same as #3 above, 2lus we bettrr gave some spec'rum for yet unkpown
r:aedSQOO T 4 9 ¢ 9 s e 0P P s 0o s 4 % o 8 2 @0 9 0 2 g s e e v * % 0 0 ¢ P 2 2 8 s 8 e e 4 8 0 o ‘.""'IIO'.

6¥-"hank vou Mr, Chair-an Reed Hundt.& Mr. Henry Geller .(8a5).. .. +o....

. ?ﬂiﬁ;was g rood move~It was no dlfferent than granting land to the
.railroads or early stbsidiz1rg of air mall, to Jump start those
indvstries--Now thev can all stand alone.................. .......... .

8._-This requires a LARGE irvestment, and does need some assurance of
contiguity(but not letting them run arrogantly WILH GDANOBN ) eesseecess.

ﬂt—Yes-this,is true.,alequate information-news-weather- health & finance.

M-“galn it's the program content,That's competiton, prre & simple, the
nature of the busiress-Nobody made them get 1nto this business é
Nobody shorld subsidize them, or ball Them OUl..eeeevoerecoconrnsscens

wﬂﬂNO’contest digital can deliver a better picture or ap EXEAA—LA&QF—

but most homes view area cannot svoport ow
so dAlgital becomes apn vnrcesgary euilding of the - Weaqe note
that 55 Inch & over screers-are now : y useing clrcuits
that "fil1l in" ard "covets un" impovfections-—veq it deceives the

eye--It really is rot the e, hvt arv film-ary. TV.digital or anzlog
is 311 eve decenticree i it retancnes vereeenaans Gt eerietrseeersanene
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1d--T-MAX serves it's SPECIAL INTFR“ST, with g SPECIAL <ILM WORMAT,
Let HDTV serve it's SFECIAL INTEREST GROUPS , such as closed circvit
theatre and indoor areras-then IF thév need to use an aralors
signal, let THEM buvy the conver‘ers..dor't oot it or the public....

13~-They can hardlv toke csre of 1 chanrel with decert programirg, If
they are now loseirg mcney(advertisirgliHow worrld 2 channels double
their income..industry wide, this does not create more viewers to
support double equipmert and vrocraming costs..

Cne summer 2° A&M studerts discovered that after trucking water-
melons for a week, that they were loseing money..They consulted their
professor..His computer spit out the "obvious" answer..get an
additional truck!..where has "horse serse gone on this Tv issue?s...

1% -NO-NO-NO. ......

15--5ee #12 above
16.-No free - stuff

17--VERY IMPORTANT-lhe FCC protected the public 100%, when they
the-first approved CBS(ron-comnatible with black & Al [

color system...and went w e now standar Alcompatible with

black & white) ALL ELECTRONIC color system,.l hove 1t happens again.

18--I'm not for sellire sprectrum..I'm not for givirg away svrectrum..
I'm for rat-holeirg some for futvure needs.,...

19--Your toughest NEXT problem is not mertiored..lt is prosram content!
T™m not suggecstirg:“eturn to the davs of Mr., “aves and the fo%m
reivew board, butsomethire needs to be done SOCN ard IT IS NOT THE
DELIVERY~RETRIEZVAL SYST®M THAT NEEDS FIXING!,....The SYSTEM delivers
g good product or a rotten produvct, just like the manvwfacturer
(producer)ont together. ...

Thank you, 1if you have held on this lorg..l helved nurse the early
faint blobs of 5Sinch black * white tv, to the current splendid, super
size color images of todav.,color & stero are aommatib: i | A
0Flgln%l_hagdmidjnzlﬂggﬁ--' should remain the con ‘ the. ..

retired in late 9% “yrom Charrel 2 TV ard became "a vieﬁbr". but
I can't let go of my irteor ot in the industry..
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New technology
redefines television

| Plu'“ Is
Switch from | |
-analog will
cost viewers
$187 billion

By FRANK GREVE
Knight-Ridder Tribune News

High-definition television — or HDTV — will
dramatically improve image quality, but to get it
at home, viewers will have to buy anew TV or a
converter box. How HDTV compares to what we
have now:

ASHINGTON -~ TV sta- ' .
tions aren’t advertising i R NPT, ¢
this, but their owners : : ;?Hﬁ"%
have a plan that could cost you At
abOUt $200 binion- . B Sie B 02 SR E F RIS S S s L0 S RRCR
First, they want to phase out
their current transmission sys-
tem and replace it with a more ef-
ficient, computer-style digital sys-
tem. The move, which they hope
will help build audiences, has a '
stunning side effect: It will make
obsolete every set now operating
in America, including 9 million
bought this holiday season.
Replacing today’s 220 million
outmoded analog TVs with digital
sets to receive the new signal will
cost viewers $187 billion, accord-
ing to the National Association of .
Broadcasters, an industry lobby
based in Washington.
- In addition, because stations
can’t send digital and analog sig-
nals over the same channel,
broadcasters want use of asecond -
channel free for at least 15 years. -~
This proposed channel gift to
broadcasters comes just as their
airwave rivals in the cellular tele-
phone and pager industry have
paid more than $8 billion for new S
channels at governiment auctions. - T N
Were new: TV channels to be v ’ SR
auctioned, too, their sale might
generate $100 g;ﬂgglr}alfog the US. ¢
catiops Cammissinm gavat b
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generate $100 billion for the U.S.
Treasury, the Federal Communi-
| cations Commission says.

That’s not the same as money in
your pocket, but. $100 billion
amounts to a contribytion of $383"
apiece from every American that
could be used for budget-balanc-
ing, Medicare, tax relief, or other
government purposes.

Neither auctions of airwave
channels nor picture upgrades
are pie-in-the sky ideas. President
Clinton’s latest budget-balancing
plan calls for $13 billion to be
wrung somehow from TV-band
auctions in the next seven years.
The Senate, which banned such
auctions in a law written with the
industry’s help in 1993, has or-
dered the FCC to reconsider.

Rut Ren Tack Fieide R-Huym
ble, a leading architect of the ef-
fort to reform the nation’s tele-
communications laws, disputed
the contention that today’s TV
sets will be instantly rendered
useless, or that broadcasters will
receive a television channel give-

t i 3
dvéx the next-five to 10 yeaps;.
}‘!?y's"aid Diiring that fime, most
stations desiring to make the
transition will simulcast in both "
the traditional method and digital. .

Given that most consumers
keep their TV sets for five to eight.
years at present, they will have
ample time to buy the u
sets if they wish better quality pic-
ture — or keep using their pre-
sent sets.

To say all TV sets will need to be
replaced is “absurd” since tech-
nology improvements will dictate
a gradual changeover anyway,
just as consumers moved from re-
cora players to compact discs to

-listen to musie, said Fields, who
chairs the House Telecommuni-
cations Subcommittee.

“It’s really important we move
into the digital age,” he said.

During the transition, Fields
said he favors allewing broad-
casters to be given new transmis-

away.
While consumers will need new
TV sets to accept digital stations,

the conversion will occur gradu- See TELEVISION oni Page 3D.

How to voice your opinion

20515, wr iepresentaives c/o
“The Capitof, Washington, D.C.
20515, '
"~ Hundt is particularly keen for
comment. “By and large, the
- public is not represented by the

Knight-Ridder Tribune News

WASHINGTON — Here's how
you can have a say in broadcast
TV's future:

Knight-Ridder Tribune

- man, Federal Communications
Commission, 1919 M St. NW,
Washington, D.C. 20554-0001, .
- ‘M Send questions and coi

ments. to the FCC via this |
% net address: “fccinfo@fcc.¢
‘B Write your senators ¢/o The
- Capitol, Washingtoq,::%,D}C-

W Wirite to Reed Hundt, Chair= -

lawyers and lobbyists in Wash-

- ington,” he told the New Yorker

- magazine earlier this year. “The -

few public advocates are over- -

vhelmed- financially.i... But

we've got to be abfetos!and up’
; n :
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Television

Continued from Page 10.

;pands s0 they can bpo
2,0,
same . But it would not be a

giveaway of the airwaves because
they would be requiri:d to abandon
the present bandwidaths once the
transition to digital is complete.
Forcing broadcasters to pay
the new channels, rather &a )
essence, borrowing tiem for a few
years, would “slow down our con-
version as a country” - o higher tech-
nology, Fields said.
At the same time,

for

guire several hours of air time dai

of digital movie-quality, high-defini-
tion television (HDTY) to promote
the digital transition. Fox and the
Public Broadcasting £ ystem want to

~ go digital, but want more flexibility

-tion owners received

when it comes to airing HDTV.

Under any of these options, to-.
day’s television sets would be ren-
dewed obsolete.

"Does the audience want to go on
this journey?” FCC Ciairman
Hundt asked in a speech iast month
to the International Radio and Tele-

4

in \*,

£ABC, NBC and ?
CBS are pressing the FCC to re- ™

vision Society. “Should we assume *

they will welcome th- extinction of
enalog broadcast?”

Almost no one else in Washington
is asking those gueslions, because
the industry-driven presumption is
yes. And ultimately, the issue is not
just media power in Wasghington; it's
what’s happening these as
well-connected industries seek new
opportunities to exploit public prop-
erty, whether it's expanded grazing,
mineral or timber rights; wetland
development rights, or additional
free broadcast channels.

In the case of broadcasting

w els free utider th ’
' ions Met. basically: to
keep them from airing signals that
interfered with one another. In re-
turn, they accepted a public-trust
abligation to air locd news, give

liticians equal treayment and de-

é

jver some community-service pro- i\

try/government plan to switch from
og to digital transmission that's
faster, crisper and richer in detail.

e
. og

broadcasting conv
sound and images by v

broadeasting entails 8 computer-
like transmission of 1s and 08 that
can deliver to your TV a lot more in-

formation a lot faster.
o gemonstrations; at
TV pi are

ak
being broadcast, ¢
cah be compré)
pams — of conventional, not
, quality — in the airwave
space now taken up by a single ana-
log broadcast.

To make the transition to digital,
broadcasters wani — and currently
are likely to get — 6 megahertz of
additional channel space free for
the duration of the changeover.
They have 6 megahertz for each sta-

« tion with their current licensgg.
Wters want MN-
for 15 years or . The

Clinton administration wants to

take back the analog channels after;
seven years and auction them off." .

Unlil the switch is complete, view-
ers would see HDTV for major

sporting and entertainment events,

according to the broadcasters’ plan.
The rest of the time, stations would
be free Lo air current programm'mg
— plus all-news, all-sports, an
home shopping channels, all of
them potential new money-makers.
Whatever happens, viewers will
need new TV sets to see the im-

proved broadcasts. Even promaters -

say it'll take a big digital set, 35
inches or larger and costing about
$1,500 more than current analog
models, to see the difference.
There’s a cheaper alternative, but
it's a no-gainer in terms of picture
quality. Viewers cen buy copverten
for aboutig2e0 and' tun new, i

' digital images back int '
s that g sets cafl M.
nttl recently, there was no mar-
ketplace challenge to TV broad-
casters because no one else wanted

Over the years, broadcasters ef- their airwave space. That changed

" fectively came to own the airwaves:

They could sell them with confi-

" would continue in efcet. And, in the.

L
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eves of nearly everyoie except sta-
tion owners, they came to take their
yblic-service obligat.ons lightly.
t's a national scandal,” groused
former FCC Chairman Henry Geller
in a recent interview. He said, for
example, that broaccasters have
claimed to provide :ducational pro-
gramming for children via such pro-
grams as America’s Funniest
Home Videos, Biker Mice from

-Mars and Yogi Bear.

And vet the hroad wasters” main

. dence that broadcasting lcenses

with the appearance of cellular
. phone, pager, cable TV, satellite TV
* and other telecommunications en-
trepreneurs who, since 1993, have
had to buy airwave channels to
make their fortunes. )
And these competitors to broad-
_cast TV understandably see red.
“Affer paying $8 billion (and clim-
bing) for new spectrum, the wire-
less industry is watching in shock
andk dismay as the broadcasters
seek ... new spectrum ‘
which to, mng cther Lhm% ﬂ
. pete against those who paid for
slmatrum," sputtered Thomas
Whealcr, presiden: of the Washing-

policy argument fo- continued free “on-based Cellular Telecommunica-

airwave use is that tesy provide

lig Vi ) ing and
mlmat somgh  does the
mation: gawd. A second reason, but
one quite aside from policy, is that

gaigng network TV audiences
wre making it harder for stations to
generate advertising revenue.

Part of the solution is the indus-

tions Industry Association, in a re-
cent letter to FCC Chairman Hund{.

‘s like writing a check to the
jeconomic pewerhouses of the coun-
"try, It's an outrageous grab,” com-
plained Janice Obuchowski, presi-
dent of Freedom Technologies, a
telecommunications consulting
firm based in Washington.

ing the \

. height and length of the electronic.
waves your TV receives. Digital

LY

TV viewers who will foot the digi-

tal transition’s bill, of course.k

have been largely biacked

n it comes to proposals about

s future that reach about as

&5 government ever gets. . _
.. !Comsumer advocacy groups fight-
ing what they view as a
iveaway to broadcasters aren’t
ing much better, particularty with
the new Republican Congress.

P Wiy
pple connect

Pacation in Washington, which ad-
vocates auctiens.
“But public ownerslﬁ?’:f the elec-
tromagnetic 't 80 easy
to understand and relate to as pub-
lic park land,” Chester said.
e e as 1o Touse Speaer
groups close ouse
Newt W joined with consum-
erists the twireless industry to
press for auctions of airwave chan-
nels. To-exempt TV station.owners
from -auctions would perpetuate

“one of the greatest government
mways in history,” a;’tgued
) , founder the

! ﬁmrate ‘weltaré foe in

the conservative camp.

The campaign failed for three rea-
sons: ‘

First, Gingrich wasn't interested.
Such auctions are “in all honesty,
totally legitimate,” Gingrich told

. Broadcas! and Cable Magazine
last March, but nobody wants to
“take on the broadcasters.”
" So t is the mismatch between
b ter clout and viewer clout
in Washington that it's no contest
when vie, Consumers Union
lobbyist Gene Kimmelman, for ex-
ample, doubts he can get House
Telecommunications Subcommit:
tee Chairman Fields to return a cal!
personally.

- By contrast, Senate Majority Whit
Trent Lott, R-Miss,, carried the
NAB's anti-auction arguments int«
high-level budget negotiations re
cently after President Clinton pro
posed a modest spectrum auctxﬁ

i pegulators sweh ‘it T

|

Uﬁme' been talking to broad

ters for so long they really don’

at was plain at a recent daylon

commission meeting on the switcl

to digitat TV that ended with a pane

of six experts discussing the mega

billion-dollar upgrade’s “Impact a1
Consumers.”

All six were telecommunication
company presidents ot vice presi
dents. Only one urged the commis
sion to go slow due to the trans!
tion’s high cost. He owns six TV stz
tions and was worrled about th
cost of new equipment. :

The only time the high cost of ne’
digitai TV sets for consumers cam
u(F was when Bruce Allan, vice %re:
ident of Thomson Consumer Ele:
tronies, brought it up. He assure
the commission that even famili
beiow the poverty level would I
eager buyers.

Chris Woodyard of the Chronicle
Washington Bureau contributed
this report.

ply into America’s living rooms |
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