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Dear Mr. Caton:

.lui\' 9. 19iJA

Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission's Rules, this letter is to advise you
that several representatives of the Internet service provider ("ISP") community met today
with several Commission staff persons. Attending the meeting were Robert Collet of the
Commercial Internet eXchange Association ("CIX") . David Johnson of Counsel
Connect William Schrader of PSiNet. William Burrington of America Online, Inc., Glee
Harrah Cady of NETCOM, as well as Ronald Plesser. James Halpert and myself of Piper
& Marbury, L.L.P. We met with the following FCC staff: Robert Pepper, Eliott
Maxwell, Mark Corbitt. Diane Cornell. James Schlitchting, Jane Jackson, Doug Slotter,
Kevin Werbach. Tim Peterson, Tom Wasilewskl. Brett Haan. and Peter Cowhey

The purpose of the meetings was to initiate a dialogue between ISPs and the FCC
on the many issues that face the Commission. especially as it implements the
Telecommunications Act of 1996. We expressed our concern for the Commission to
appreciate the position of ISPs as it begins to look at access charge reform and
interconnection between ISPs and the incumbent LEe providers. We also indicated our
concern that ISPs should be able to participate in the offerings of unbundled network
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elements of the incumbent LEe. We also expressed our general view that claims that the
ISP community "overburdens" the local exchange network seem unwarranted and require
further study. While the meetings today were largely mitial. we file this letter in the
above-referenced dockets in the interest of full disclosure. A copy of a CIX brochure
(attached hereto) was also distributed to Commission staff at the meetings.

In accordance with the Commission's rules. I hereby submit one original and five
copies of this letter for inclusion in the above-referenced docket

Sincereh.

Mark J. O'Connor
Counsel for the Commercial Internet
eXchange Association

Enclosure

cc: Robert Pepper
Eliott Maxwell
Mark Corbitt
Diane Cornell
James Schlitchting
Jane Jackson
Doug Slotter
Kevin Werbach
Tim Peterson
Tom Wasilewski
Brett Haan
Peter Cowhey
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WHAT SERVICES DO
CIX MEMBERS RECEIVE'

The goals of the CIX Association arc to:

• Facilitate global connectivity among commercial
Internet Service Providers aSps)

• Encourage commetcialuses of the Imerner

• Foster fair and open environments fot Imernel
commetcialiZ2tion (in standards, international law, etc)

• Provide forums fot the ex('hange of experiences and ideas
to enhance the vitality of the lSP industry

In addition. we ptomote the enactment of le!!:islation and
tegulation which rerogni7£s the needs oflmemet ""mce Pmv;,h"
and Internet users,

• ('[Xtr" , A monthly newsletter which highlif!,hr, I" I

industry events and information,

• CIX WW\1(l Site (www,cix,org) Provides hnt-links rll
member home pages, and on-line versions of CIXtrr/
white papers, legislativelregulatory and legal transmittals,
and other pOSlings,

• In~met Yellow Pages, CIX member; can offer theit CUstomer'
use of the Internet Yellow P~s at a <ubstant;,,1 discount

• C[X-~, Open e-mail channel ror dIStribution ofCIX new<

• Annual Meeting, Opportunirv to network and inRuence
decisions face-to-face wi,h peers,

WHY CIX?
CIX IS A KEY VOICE FOR THE INTERNET INOUSmV

CIX's goal is to ensure healthy regulatory

government policy and legal frameworks for

Internet industry shareholders ('IX members'

participation will help to ensure the success of

this communications wave into the 21 st

century, As one business, your voice may be

small Through the Asrociation, our colleerive

voices are joined by those of other stakeholder'

and heatd bv the decision-makers who can

impact the Internet community

;\, gnvclnments woridwiJf deharc rhe leg<.d, t(hic·d, aih-J
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thev also hear from Imernet-knowledgeable ;olllces, This is a
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!·vnlving ill dr::llTl;.HIC Jnd complex w~\'<.;

CIX is unlqueh' ~1n,itioned 10 convey the jntricaci~.. of
Imernet technology and operations '" governmelltlegislat,w
policymakers, and Ihe COUtlS, CIX endeavors not only t"

undersland technological and regulatory issues, but to work on
ensuring that decision'makets are well-infotmed on Interner~

related issues, Our professional staff and counsel track
legislation, regulation, and legal proceedings, These importam
,ssues ofren h.V<, a reverberating efleLl on the industry CIY
takes positions on these issues and communicates these
positions through policv white papers, meetings, presentation'
sponsorship of mrlustrv events, press releases and othe' fOIUIlI,'
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1995 CIX ACTIVITIES

INFRASTRUCTURE

Router/SMOS
\ :L'{ opecart·s l "ef'li{)rk :\cctss Pornr consis(Jng ul a rnuJriiJreraJ
'xchange rourer '" conjunction ,,"h 34 ~(bps Swirched .\Iulrrmegabir
)'gltai '·r ,Ct' '.\lD~'

Internet Registry Tool Set IIRTS)
.. IX "c!''''e!or>Jng a :001 ser rhar integrares II' address. D:\S. reverse
lame ,Ln,] ,_ilr~(w~' rllnctions to )UPp~n: decentrallz.ed regisuv opeLI

Ions 'It .~:), ,'I' 'uge l,OrpOratlons

LEGISLATIVE

ldecommunlcaoons CumpetitIon and DereguJaClon Acror' 199'i. CIX
" pri'V"lInio; ,civlce [() congressional sralfs regarding H.R. I 'i~') .mc
'. h~" i,-hi :he >~afJonaJ IntormarlOn Infrasrrucrure ;\;11) issues,

REGULATORY

,'LX l1a:, 'esponded to the tallowing FCC notices and con(Jnues
rack l<) ,dated ,lCClVlties at rhe FCC.

t. n.·.ersaJ Seevlce Fund

'l·.lbsmber Line Charges

Proposals bv W',reless lnformacion Necworks Forum and Apple
( ompucer penrions lor rulemaking co allocate bandWIdth and adopt
",rV1«: rules for a shared unlicensed personal radio nerwork

Remand or Computer Inqwrv m
Beii (Jpermng Company (BOC), Comparable Efficiect
i1l1erwnnecnon (CEI), Open Nerwork Architecture (ONA) and
liaet' Dialtone iVDT) plans
LEe price ;:ap conc=ion III regard to offeting of inlormatlon ard
',waciband,ervlces for public and civic institutions

CIX IS also mvolved at the Federal Trade Commission (fTO regarding
rdenurkecing f'roceedings co assure ~ponsiveness ro ISP requirements.

LEGAl

i'[()(!lgy v :itratton-Oakmont. Submitted a friend of the court bnef
iUppOttlng Prodigy in thIS libelous language flltering case.

,.\rnencan Bar Association (ABA) Copyright. PartiCipates In task force
j,"ejop copvrighr crade practice for CYberspace.



lurcn ()r'~ClenrojOg)'V'. Digital Care\.vav S"'I\[ems. DevelcDed 1 t:ler,D

[ilt ·,.:uurt Drler- W juppon Dlglul (-;.UCW'.:!,V \v"terr:-; ~e!;ardin~c

~)\Tlgnl' \"t)lJ.nof't b:v ~)ne or-lrs 'luD:'icrioer\

",unng no .~ros.5-~ubsld\.-' of ~nhanced -;crVlces OV ·,lommarn
c,·t Jt:1n-g compar.\"~ regulaced operanons.

GOVERNMENT/POUCY WHITE PAPERS & ACTIVITIES

) TelecommunicatIons Polic"\' Wl11te Paper

,i"baJ fdecommunicarlOns Whire P.tper 4rhQ951

SOC [SP [mereonneet<on Wlme Papel

'lrnclpanng In proceedings of "'anona! Immure or Standards &
"",wologv ",rST) addressing commercial ietVI(eS ~etwotk

'\clvpnon and escrow policies.

"l[ticlpanng 1Il proceedings of the Deparrment of ('mmerce
c ,ncernlng NatlOna! Copvnght Polin' lnd :'-:arional [ntlrmatIOn
l'~ t'rastrlictUre \f1 ['~

['If(Clparing In \iatlOnal SCIence Foundanon ,:'-:SF ,(rlvlfles
'cgarding ,he determmation and funding or [nrernet in:el1ectual
"trasrrucrure and associared poliCles.

MEETINGSIPRESENTATIONS

:lX ,as prOVided ISP ,ndusrrv advtee ro rhe Lrured States 1X1me
j,lUse and the i':S Srate Depanment.

I :rx " pamctpacing lfi che On-Line lndustrv Forum proceedJngs to

':lOnlfot the market impact of rhe WlOdows'l5-bundled ,\1icrosoft
, :erwork.

: he Association IS a participanr at the North American Network
'peraror's Group NANOG), AsIa Pacific Regional Inrerner
onference on Operation Technology (APRICOT), R~seau IP

"ilropeens (RIPE), and Internet Engineering Task Force ilETF). ClX
.ponsors operarors' conferences such as NANOG and APRICOT
md arrends ,ndusrry meetings such as rhe IETF and RIPE to assure
'esponstveness to the membership and co report actlons.

ex participates in various industry events IOcludJng: Internet Society,
l'eiesrraregies, Internet World <CIX is a co-sponsor), lnrerop­
\Jerworld. Federarion of American Research "lerworks (FAR'JET)
,,11 vllT', Interner Economics (orums.
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