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with people around the world, starting
in the 1916-1997 scIIool yeti.

The students would be ridinc a
...... 'WIWe of interest~
.... technololY, as delDOt~ by
the cable industry's newly aniDmced
decision to provide thousands of

¥=.::::reso 'in Seattle, including how to
provide the i.ncreued electrical capac­
ity and additional computers needed
tor widespread student Internet use,
and how to coordinate all the different
efforts to help the Seattle schools.

See SCHOOLS, Page A4

- - ._._--_ .•._.­. ---_._~~._---.­..... .1..:.

~. pushes Internet hookup

~l

I
I,

'1
1

!
;J.:..
-'I'iw! ....~ the Se8ttIe

Public SCbooIs' m ID:iIUon technol­
l OI.Y levy failed at the poDs, die
t outlook for~ leaming is sud-

denly much bripter. '!'.

~ , 'the business c:ommunity, the city
1 and the stlte all are t.ulchiDg efforts

I
that could aa:omptisb a key goal of
the~ school 1eYy plan ­
greatly~ student access to

" the r=.. aDd teehnical obstacles
i are worked out. ...,. of Seattle's'
1 47,000 stude. couIlI_ the Internet
, to research subjects and communicate
j
I



SdIooIs: Plan calls for volunteers to wire classrooms'
"Anything we can get
done with volunteers
is just one less thing

we t.e to spend
(tax) money on. II-- ......I._n •• _ ........

wire i.nctiYidwIJ~ and by For example, she wants to In
financiJlC its own liM between the sure the ....... public has acces!
school wiring and the statewide net· scllool computers after school 00
work. She also wuts standards for us

Few classrooms in Sedle now computers and software in ell
haw acx:ess to the 1JMmIt, a comput- rooms.
erUed communiCl&ion service offering The aUi1ncle shares the conee
a YIlt. worldwide web of inIonnIdon about coonIiMdon and wants the (
not lMiIIbIe from h!IIdbooks. Of 91 couaty aDd coII9s to si(pl off on',
public schools. 84 haw no access at volunteer wiling plan before it 't
all, and only Marti1l Luther ~ ceeds, KiIe said.
EIeIDenCary and NIdIan Hale KiF Afta(her hurdle will be develop
schools offer the ~n&emet in every a wiriIII ptu for each school, SQlS
ciaDnlom. FoboI aid. :=J::::::..... voluIIleenIlGIOW aaaly where tg;1

I ~1iUI6ii teeh8oIoIY ,..,., '. wa. .wtdIGut··~ _.j

: would haw fJI!id ftlr dle .. ' \..... ..'-' CAf'U"u.'c
via phone Iinl!s, said the dUtrict's(~~.. lIUPIJOIt~: A4:' • ~rUs ~.~
FoItoI. 1 I'lIIiMed to provide .-y c:IIIsrooIn ID 'pMed""'" Slid School, J.IIi

"Yea'. IIlcinI people to givel ~ diIIrict with die .... as weU as .-.ber Doll Nier.eo. it makes •
r.-y ........ to come out and help\ with .....~JV. to ...... wib irDmai wiring '.
wire a bit.'..... Folios said "You \ _..---n.e--btIIiIt COlt 11Im W8S wirinc WIiIIaI ftlr the external wiring piO
WUIt to ... 811ft that they can see a inside and 0I0bide of JdJooIs. Whether to cIeIr up. .r l'
I1Ipid retunl dB their inwstment." ,Y01uJUers will inItID additional cable "I don't WIDt to lost that entll

A fiber network will be 1V lad pbone wiNs along with asm and 1DOIDeIItUm," he said ..:
built city streets O\Ier the compuler nItWOrk wires is one of The City Council a@Proved tl\;.
r.a tine ,... as plU1 of the city's lJIlUI)'~ still~ be decided. year .....nt with TCI on Dec. 11
Io-y., "-=_ 1If'8emeDt. with WIUIe IDOfit wirinc may now be Besides c:aIIinI for adding ~T..... ,__ Inc. the region's possible without a tu increase, nels and other improvements to iii
major CIIIIII television prir, Cowan said a smIIIer levy may be cable service, the franchise agreed)

"It ..... IiIre the (TCI) system needed to IJPlII'*ie electricity and hoRors the school distrid's request
COldd pall ?'-'Y work to meet many fuItilJ other technolo8.Y plus. help with bferaet access. :
of our ....;(roltos said ~ a.Diuce is Tocusillg initially Tel will replace coaxia1 catl

But it will be at IeIISt six months on wmng ~use of strong volunteer with hilber<epllCity fiber along;'
before TCI (WI offer the new Internet 1ntereIlt, but It also plans to raise city's major~ The OJ
semoe OIl a tell: buis to schools money for stIIff trainiDg and develop- biaMion of new flber and old (*I

~ 1V tWC08frs:. meat. Ki1e said. cable will.. it.p«8ible for_
AM few couJd take ....... ". .sudden nIIb to wire Seattle ers tbrcJuPaut the ~ ~
of it 1Cbool,... said ~ concerns of. the key sc:boaII,to hook up to tbe InlIili
BIB TCl's pneral~r in ~ in~ pIanDinc. The jilt .... to insIII'"
Sede. indulIIiac City~ rma eldeniI their -emt:

o.e the new wiring is in place PodIodowski. the UW's laowIlca and cable teIeviIieB wiris to more di
and .... are ready to receive the KittI Ccunty cable COIDIIlUnications rooms. said TCI's Bennett.
IJIliImIt, TCI will pnMde IAtemet ~r M8rtin BIit:iRIky. SIdle will be ODe of the first 51
... ". of subIcrIler chaIIes _ All three are i.JMlWd in a newly in the COUJlIII'y to telt the new ca
put of a ...... industry initiative ~ .fiber........ _ that ~ system. And both Foitos and tJ.
~ ,..rdIIy, TCI already pro- I.iDk the ety, county. OW, co~lty I..ampe. the city administrator )Ii

vides free cable service in schools, ~ and federal .,....enunent if! a n.'" the TCI ..,.eement,
Be.-... downtown Seattle filJer network m· pressed 5q1Df '1lKertainty a~

.......... the state is speeding tended to ~ow cheflper. more direct wbllIher the ftlM\-....nology can m
..... willi pIltm tor a new statewide ~nicabon. . The school district school Internet~ ..
fiber-opclrc MtWork intended to link all may JOID the pl'O,leCt later, "My au- is it PfQbably will '
puDJic sdaooIs and cofJeges to the ."I don't feel the district is neces· be the belt solution fOr a high sell<
Intemet .. interlC.'tiw lV. sariIy .ready. yet to go out with They're probably going to want IT!<

AIIihauIh SeIltIe schools aren't something like a Net Day," said capacity," Lampe said. '
~ in the first pbase that was Pt'l4Iodowski. a former Microsoft ex· But Ben8ett and.. the OWs :
finanoId by the 1.epIIlure, "I believe ecutM. "I ~d just want to make ZOWIka said the~ has b<
there 1ft IlJing to be ways to work: ~ dIM the IDwstment the school proven~ it has tM
around _" said Ed LazowIb. ~,makes ties into a broader tested in the'~ and two 0tJ
~~ of the University of WIsh. V'lS10n, areas. ,~.:
~s~ sdences and eJIIi-
~~Itent. wno is helping to
desiIrl the -....network.
~ said the brddlone of

~t~~~~~~

"We have to be sure that we have
a good plan,' said Pat Kile, propu1
director at the Alliance for Educ.tion.
a group of local business lMders that
is orpnizing a major volunteer effort
to instaJI wiring for the Internet imide
Seattle classrooms.

The alliaAce project could elimi­
nate the need for about $16 million of
the $15 million in new tlXeS that
Seattle· voters spumed in Febtuary's
)evy election. said Les Foitos. techno!­
pgy coordinator for the school disIrict
h- . . Meanwhile, city and stIte plans to
{ouikt new fiber-optic netwurtcs could
save the district millions of additional
dollars, afthouIh Foltos could not
estimIIe how much.

'While business volunteers are to­
~inI on intema.I school~ the
CIty and state networks could provide
the high-speed external wiring needed
to carry the Internet into school
builctings.

"Anything we can get done~
volunteers is just one Tess thing we
have to spend (tax) money 011," said
Don Cowan, the district's information
services director.

The alliance project is modeled
after California's "Net Day," a Mcclt
event that brought together thouAnds
of parents, teachers and voIuat8er
engineers to wire schools throughout
the <JokIen State.

In Seett'Ie, the alliance plans to
recruit votutUeers to install wiriJlc ftlr
the Interl1el in as many classrooms as
possible while school is out this
summer and on weekends this fall.
. Partic:ipants in the early plumillc
Include representatives of thrile dazen
government epncies and c::ompanies,
including IBM, US West, Microsoft,
Digita:I Equipment, Sun MicrosyIlems,
GTE, Battelle Institute and The Boeing
Co., KiJe said.

Rolling wires inside schools is a
big first step in connecting students to
the Internet But the wires inside
classrooms still must be linked to a
wider communications netWOrk, such
as a telephone system or fiber-qJtic
net'9.'Ork, outside of school bui.kIinp.

That's where city and state gov·
ernments migbl help.

HoWever.Jrs uncertain how soon
their new tIber-optic networks will
ofhi' lntemItaccess throughout s.t.
de schook:.' Rather than wait indefi·
nUlJ. and risk ~." . the
VOIhiIIIeers ~ are IUS' to wire
cl.-ooms this summer, school
~ _ MIt busi_ t.. .L-.t..
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