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REPLY IOINT COMMENTS

Allied Associated Partners, LP (Allied) and GELD Information Systems (GELD) hereby

file joint reply comments in these matters. Through this filing the parties offer comment on

certain policy considerations they urge the Commission to consider as it develops rules and

procedures allocating spectrum in the 5 GHz range for the National Information

Infrastructure (Nil), and the Shared Unlicensed PErsonal Radio Network (SUPERNet).l

Allied is comprised of principals and entities with operating experiences in various

mobile and fixed telecommunications services. GELD is actively involved in the

deployment of advanced telecommunications technology and services, with special

emphasis on deployment of broadband systems as a means of promoting economic and

human resource development in urban and rural areas, all employing an array of innovative

services, including interactive video, teleconferencing, telemedicine, energy management,

distance learning, and high speed data.

1 These acronyms grow out of the above-captioned dockets, as well as other computer and
communications studies, reports and fora, including the report High Performance Computing and
Communications: Toward a National Information Infrastructure, Office of Science and Technology
(1994).
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The parties also have considerable experience in developing infrastructure in the less

affluent and economically distressed sectors, particularly in areas focused on revitalization

and/or rebuilding.

With the dawning of the "information age", and the attendant expansion of the

Information Superhighway, it is paradoxical that a growing number of Americans are

becoming more "disconnected" from information nodes and sources. 2 As a result, there is

a growing disparity in access to and beneficial use of information between economically

distressed communities and their more affluent counterparts. Moreover, if left uncorrected,

particularly as more advanced systems evolve and in this era of downsizing and devolution,

this disparity in access will only worsen.

For these reasons, the joint parties commend the Commission for taking this timely

action to address the growing imbalance in access to information, and we welcome the

decision to allocate spectrum in the 5 GHz band for the development of unlicensed, high

speed wireless communications networks. In particular, the joint parties offer the following:

1. The proposed allocation will foster the delivery of various economic development
and human resource services for all sectors of the consuming public, including
expanded informational and educational grids, as well as community networks which
expand access to and improve the quality of health care through the development
of telemedicine programs and nodes.

2. The Commission has generally underestimated the need for the development of
community networks, and should reconsider the unnecessarily stringent range and
reach imposed on the "community network"

2 See FALLING THROUGH THE NET: Survey of the "Have-Nots" in Rural And Urban America,
NTIA (July, 1995)
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3. The proposed allocation of spectrum is in furtherance of the Nil and the universal
service dictates of the Telecommunications Act of 19963

4. The spectrum involved is not subject to auction authority and, hence, the
Commission must reject suggestions this portion of the spectrum should be
auctioned.

5. The Commission should continue to move with dispatch In finalizing rules
governing the licensing and use of this proposed spectrum.

For all of the foregoing reasons, the joint parties urge adoption of their

recommendations.

Respectfully submitted,

All ied Associated Partners, LP
GELD Information Systems

Counsel:

Edward Hayes, Jr., Esq.
1155 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Third Floor
Washington, DC 20036
(202)429-6532 (Voice)
(202)429-0977 (Fax)

By: ~.1:M
CurtIs ~White
Managing Partner

4201 Connecticut Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20008-1158
(202)537-1500 (Voice)
(202)244-2628 (Fax)

3 Telecommunications Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104, 110 Stat. 56, to be codified at 47 U.s.c.
151 §§ et. seq. Indeed, the joint parties urged the Commission to expand the definition of universal
services in CC Docket 96-45, and to specifically include advanced technology and broadband
systems. See Initial Joint Comments of Allied Associated Partners, LP and GELD Information
Systems, CC Docket 96-45 (April 8, 1996).



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that true copies of the foregoing were forwarded via First Class U.S.

Mail, postage prepaid, this 14th day of August, 1996, to the parties listed below.



Michele C. Farquhar, Chief
Wireless Telecommunicatins Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Room 5002
Washington, DC 20554

Tom Derenge
Office of Engineering & Technology
Federal Communicatiions Commission
2000 M Street, NW - #480
Washington, DC 20554

David C. Nagel
Senior Vice President
Worldwide Research and Development
Apple Computer, Inc.
Three Infinite Loop, MS:303-IDN
Cupertino, CA 95014

Henry J. Goldberg
Mary J. Dent
Goldberg, Godles, Wiener & Wright
1229 Nineteenth Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Howard J. Symons
Sara F. Seidman
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris

Glovsky & Popeo
701 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20004

Stephen L. Goodman
Halprin, Temple, Goodman & Sugrue
1100 New York Ave., NW
Suite 650 - East Tower
Washington, DC 20005

Leonard R. Riash
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth
1300 North 17th Street
Eleventh Floor
Rosslyn, VA 22209

Rosalind Allen
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Room 8113
Washington, DC 20554

Fred Thomas
Office of Engineering & Technoloay
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street - #480
Washington, DC 20554

James M. Burger
Director
Government Affairs
Apple Computer, Inc.
1667 K S1., NW - #41 0
Washington, DC 20006

R. Michael Senkowski
Eric W. DeSilva
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Leonard S. Kolsky
Stuarda E. Overby
Global Telecommunications Relations
Motorola, Inc.
1350 I Street, NW - #400
Washington, DC 20005

Amy L. Carlson
Preston, Gates, Ellis & Rouvelas
1725 New York Ave., NW
Suite 500
Washington, DC 20006-4759

Henry M. Rivera
Gregg A. Rothschild
Ginsburg, Feldman & Bress
1250 Connecticut Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20036



Christine M. johnson, Director
ITS joint Program Office, Fed. Hyw. Admin.
Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, SW
Washington, DC 20590

Andrew jay Shcwartzman
Joseph S. Paykel
MEDIA ACCESS PROJECT
2000 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Dennis Couillard, Chairman
Fixed Point-to-Point Comm. Section
Telecommunications Industry Association
c/o Robert Miller, Gardere & Wynne
1601 Elm Street - #3000
Dallas, TX 75201


