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By the Assistant Chief: Audio Services Division:

1. The Assistant Chief: Audio Services Division, Mass Media Bureau, has before him
for consideration: (a) the captioned awlicati.m for n:oewal of license filed by Chester
Broadcasting Company, Inc. ("Chester"), licensee of AM Station WGCD, Chester, South
Carolina and (b) the results of an investigatioo. into the statioo's silent status. l

2. WGCD(AM) suspended operations on July 31, 1993 whcnthe station's general
manager resigned and the licensee's pincipals claimcd1hey~ unable to Il1aIl8ge the
station. The licensee then reported that it placed the statim on the market for sale, that it was
following up on various leads, and that it would diSsolve the ax'JXDlioo aad surrender its
license if these efforts were not successful by June 30, 1994. The e1fmts were not successful,
but the licensee nevertheless filed the captioned application for license renewal. in July, 1995.
In an October 23, 1995 amendment to that app1icatb1, C1lester recited the history of its
attempts to sell the station. Chester's last tempmIry 8ldIorizatim to remain silent expired
March 11, 1996. On March 7, 1996, C1tester requested pennission to remain silent beyond
this date, indicating that it continued ''to work diligently to obtain a purchaser f(X' the station
and named several parties as having expressed int:trest "in purchasing radio station WGCD for
the agreed price."

3. A review of the record for this station does not indicate that any application for the
assignment of the station's license has been filed. The station has been off the air for nearly
three years. Chestets latest request for special temporary authority repeats the same
justification -the continued search for a buyer capable of reswning station operations­
offered for nearly three years. Thus, the station has been off the air for a protracted period of
time and the continued failure to operate cannot be at1ributed to causes beyond the licensee's

l1he Mass Media Bureau has been qelegated authority to designate for hearing the renewal of license
applications of silent broadcast stations. ~MoeQkopj Communications. Inc.. 8 FCC Red 3990 (1993).
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cmtrol. Fwther, C1lester offers no evidence that lx'oadcast opaations can be resumed
expeditiously; 1ha'efore, Chester is in apparmt vioIatioo of Sections 73.174()2 and 73.175()3
of the Commissm's Rules.

4. Accmtingly, IT IS ORDERED, lhat pursuant to Sedioo309(e) of the
ComrmInications Act of 1934, as ,ameaded, the renewal of license application of WOCD(AM),
Clata', South CarQlina IS DESIGNATED FOR HEARING at a time and locatioo to be
specified in a subsequent C>rdrr, upoo the following issues:

(1) To determine whether Chester Broadcasting Corq8Jy, IDe. bIB the
capability and intent to expeditiOlmly resume the lx'oadcast oprations
operatioos of WGCD(AM), consiStent with the Commission's
Rules.

(2) To determine whether Chester Broadcasting CoqRly, Inc. bIB violated
Sections 73.1740 and'or 73.1750 of the Gommissim's Rules.

2section 73.174O(aX4) provides that:

"In the event that QIIIIeS~theOOIirol ofa licenIee
lI1Ib it..... to Idhen to1be qICI"
scbIdu1e cIdJis IClCldon or to c.ndilme qlCllItiu& the
stItion may limit or diIc:aJtinue operatioo. for a period
of_lIKft tbIIl 30 days widDi: fuI1ber audaity
ian the FCC., NOtificItim.IIBJIt be sent to the FCC
inW~ D.C. DOt __ the 16th day of
limitId'er diIoontiMed opential. DuriDa'sudl
,period,' the licneellbaD. CCIDIue to adbn to 1he
....'in.. ,1IItb11icm1e ,pertIiDiag to the
JiabdoI of....1iIUCU& ladle eYeIt DCI'IDI1
ClpIIJtiQD is NIItoIed p;or to 1bt~ of the
3<ktay p.iod, the ...will 10 notify the FCC
of1bis... If the Q8IIIII~. the centrol of the
Iicnee JdIb it .....,.. to~ within the
8IloMd paiocI, labDlll wriUm!equellt shill be II1Ide
to ibID FCC DO .... thMl1be 30th day f<Io sudl additional
time as inay be deemed necessary."

3Sectioo 73.1750 povides:

''The IiceDIce ofead1 statim sbaI1 notify the
FCC in WasIiingtoo, D.C. of pemIIDel1t disc:ootinumce
ofoperation at least t\\O days before operation
is disccDtinued. lnmediately..diIcclDtinuMce
ofqlCllItioo, 1he liaDee _11 bwa'd the SiItian
liccose and other instruments of autbori1.ation to
1he FCC, Washington, D.C. for cancellation."
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· , (3) To detennine, in light of the evidence adduced pursuant to
the preceding issues, whether grant of the subject renewal
of license application would serve the public~
convenience and necessity.

5. IT IS FURmER ORDERED,That, in the event it is determined that grant of the
renewal of license application would serve the public~ convenience and necessity, the
grant will be oonditioned on the expediti01.E.~on of qJtlation, the precise periOd of
time to be established in the hearing. Failure to resume qx:ratims within the time specified
in the condition will result in the cancellation of the liemse and the deletion of the station's
call lettels.

6. IT IS FUR1HER ORDERED, That, to inform Chester Broadcasting Co!q>any, Inc.
of the issues specified apinst it, a copy of this Order will be mailed by aTtified maiJlretum "t,. •.

receipt requested to:

Chester Broadcasting Company, Inc.
P.O. Box 547
Chester, South CarOlina 29706

7. IT IS FUR1HER ORDERED, That, pursuant to Section 309(e) of tile
Communicatioos Act of 1934, ~ amended, both the BURDEN OF PROCEEDING with the
introduction of evidence and the BURDEN OF PROOF with respect to 1he issues specified
above shall be upon the UCENSEE, Chester Broadcasting,Co!qxtny, Inc.

8. IT IS FURlHER ORDFRED, That, to avail itselfofthe qJpCItUnity to be heard,
the licensee, pursuant to Section 1.221(c) of the Conunissioo's Rules, SHAlL FILE with the
Commission, in pcrsoo or by attooley, within twenty (20) days oftbe receipt of this Ol'd=' a
WRITIEN APPEARANCE stating an intemion'to~ on the date fixed fir heaing ald to
pcsent evidence on the issues specified in this Order.

9. IT IS FURlHER ORDERED, That the lictnsee herein sbaI1, pul'SlBlt to Sectim
311(aX2) of the Communications Act of 1934, ~ IIl'ItDded, and Secticm 73.3594 of the
Commission's Rules, give notice of the heaing within the time and in the mtII1l1a" p:aa1'bed
in such Rules, Di shall advise the Commission of the publication ofsuch notice as required
by Section 73.3594(g) of the Rules.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Stuart B. Bedell
Assistant anet; Audio Services Division
Mass Media Bureau


