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Pursuant to Section 1.429 of the Commission's Rules and Regulations, 47 C.F.R.

1.429, MCI Telecommunications Corporation, by its undersigned attorneys, asks that the

Commission clarify, or if necessary, reconsider its Second Report and Order and

Memorandum Opinion and Order (the "Order") released in the above-captioned

proceeding on August 8, 1996.1 As explained herein, the Order fails to clarify, address

and dispose of a significant issue raised by several commenters that is inextricably linked

1 FCC Nos. 96.98,95-185,96-8,92-27 and 94-102, published at 61... Fed. R.ego 4DH-4..
(September 6, 1996). '
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to dialing parity. Accordingly, MCI requests that the Commission clarify that Bell

Operating Companies ("BOCs") located in states that have ordered intraLATA dialing

parity, be required to provide intraLATA dialing parity for those portions of the LATA

that cross that state's boundary, and therefore, are interstate in nature.

BACKGROUND

In its Notice ofProposed Rulemaking initiating this proceeding, the Commission

sought comments on the rules authorized by the new section 251(b)(3) of the

Communications Act (the "Act"). Section 251(b)(3) of the Act imposes an obligation on

all local exchange carriers ("LECs") to provide dialing parity to "competing providers of

telephone exchange service and telephone toll service." For purposes of this requirement,

"dialing parity" means that customers "can preselect any provider of telephone exchange

service or telephone toll service without having to dial extra digits to route a call to that

carrier's network."2 In its comments, Frontier Corporation indicated that the

Commission "should mandate that dialing parity be made available immediately for

interstate, interLATA calls ...."3 Sprint likewise commented that it would be "pointless

to distinguish between interstate intraLATA and intrastate intraLATA toll, since very few

end users would likely choose a PIC based upon the interstate intraLATAIintrastate

intraLATA distinction."4

2 Order at , 22.

3 Frontier Comments at 2.

4 Sprint Comments at 4.
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The Order concludes that dialing parity is required, and that all LECs must

"implement intraLATA and interLATA toll dialing parity based on LATA boundaries no

later than February 8, 1999."5 But the Commission neglected to specifically address

dialing parity based on LATA boundaries, when the LATA encompasses more than one

state.

Section 51.209, states:

Toll dialing parity.

(a) A LEC shall implement throughout each state in which it
offers telephone exchange service intraLATA and interLATA
toll dialing parity based on LATA boundaries. When a single
LATA covers more than one state, the LEC shall use the
implementation procedures that each state has approved for the
LEC within that state's borders.

Although the language makes clear that toll dialing parity is based on LATA boundaries,

it does not mandate dialing parity for interstate, intraLATA traffic. This begs the

question ofwhether, for example, a BOC in Illinois (where dialing parity has been

ordered) must provide dialing parity for a call from Chicago, Illinois, to Gary, Indiana, an

interstate, intraLATA toll call.

Since competition over the last several years has developed around the concept of

LATAs, MCI agrees that this distinction remains viable, particularly since

presubscription has already occurred largely along LATA boundaries. It would be

pointless, however, to distinguish between intrastate, intraLATA toll calls and interstate,

intraLATA toll calls for purposes of dialing parity.

5 Order at ~ 62(a).
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WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, MCI respectfully requests that the

Commission clarify that BOCs in states that have ordered intraLATA dialing parity be

required to provide dialing parity for those calls that cross that state's line. In the

alternative, MCI respectfully requests that the Commission reconsider this issue if it did

not intend to require such result.

Respectfully submitted,

MCI TELECOMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION

By:

Dated: October 7, 1996

~&M.~~
Donna M. Roberts
Lisa B. Smith
Donald 1. Elardo
1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 887-2017

Its Attorneys
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Peter A. Batacan
Vanguard Cellular Systems, Inc.
1200 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20036



James U. Troup
L. Charles Keller
Vartec Telecom, Inc., Transtel, et al
1801 K Street, N.W., Suite 400K
Washington, D.C. 20006

Terry A. Vann
Richard A. Finnigan
Washington Independent
Telephone Association
2405 Evergreen Park Drive S.W.
Suite B-1
Olympia, Washington 98502

Charles H. Kennedy
James A. Casey
Western Alliance
2000 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Suite 5500
Washington, D.C. 20006

Marc A. Stone
Fred Williamson & Assoc., Inc.
2921 E. 91st Street, Suite 200
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74137-3300

Stephen G. Oxley
Wyoming Public Service
Commission
700 West 21st Street
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002

Robert E. Conn
John H. O'Neill, Jr.
Norman l Fry
Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbidge
Duquesne Light Company
2300 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037-1128

14

John H. O'Neill, Jr.
Robert E. Conn
Norman J. Fry
Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge
Public Service Company ofNew Mexico
2300 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037-1128

Raymond G. Bender Jr.
lG. Harrington
Vanguard Cellular Systems, Inc.
1200 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

R. Michael Senkowski
Robert J. Butler
Angela N. Watkins
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
Pacific Telesis Group
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Thomas E. Taylor
Jack B. Harrison
Cincinnati Bell Telephone
2500 PNC Center
201 East Fifth Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Mary McDermot
Linda Kent
Charles D. Cosson
Keith Towsend
United States Telephone Association
1401 H Street, N.W., Suite 600
Washington,D.C. 20005

Robert J. Brill
Associate Counsel
New England Power Service Co.
Massachusetts Electric Company
25 Research Drive
Westboro, MA 01582



Greg P. Mackay
Perkins Coie
Puget Sound Power & Light Company
411-108th Avenue N.E., Suite 1800
Bellevue, Washington 98004-5584

Steven T. Nourse
Jodi J. Bair
Public Utilities Commission
of Ohio Staff
180 East Broad Street
Columbus,OH 43215-3793

Margot Smiley Humphrey
David Cosson/L. Marie Guillory
Steven E. Watkins/Ken Johnson
Lisa M. Zaina/Stuart Polikoff
The Rural Telephone Coalition
2626 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

Michael J. Ettner
General Services Administration and
Department of Defense
18th F Streets, N..W., Rm 4002
Washington, D.C. 20405

Frederick M. Joyce
Elaine D. Critides
Celpage, Inc.
1019 19th Street, N.W., Fl. - PH2
Washington, DC 20036

Richard D. Gary
Charles H. Carrathers III
Hunton & Williams
Virginia Electric & Power Company
951 East Byrd Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219
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Michael A. Rump
Kansas City Power & Light Company
1201 Walnut
P.O. Box 418679
Kansas City, Missouri 64141-9679

Paul Glist
Cole, Raywid & Bravennan
Continental Cablevision, Inc.
1919 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20006

Stephen E. Morgan
Linda R. Evers
Ohio Edison Company
76 South Main Street
Akron, OH 44308

Charles C. Hunter
Hunter & Mow, P.C.
Telecommunications ReseUers
Association
1620 I Street, N.W., Suite 701
Washington, D.C. 20006

Richard D. Gary
Charles H. Carrathers, III
Hunton & Williams
Virginia Electric & Power Company
951 East Byrd Street
Richmond, VA 23219

New Jersey Board of Public Utilities
State ofNew Jersey
2 Gate Way Center
Newark, NJ 07102

Robert C. Schoonmaker
GVNW Inc./Management
P.O. Box 25969
(2270 La Montana Way)
Colorado Springs, CO 80936



John D. McMahon
Mary L. Krayeske
Consolidated Edison Company of New
York, Inc.
4 Irving Place- Rm 1815S
New York, N.Y. 10003

David L. Swanson
UTC and The Edison Electric Institute
701 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20004

Russell D. Lukas
Behive Telephone Company, Inc.
1111 19th Street N.W., 12th floor
Washington, D.C. 20036

Jeffrey A. Froeschle
Florida Power Corporation
Post Office Box 14042
S1. Pertersburg, Flordia 3373

Michael J. Shortley, III
Frontier Corporation
180 South Clinton Avenue
Rochester, New York 14646

Daniel P. Venora
The Connecticut Light and Power
Company Western Massachusetts Electric
Company Holyoke Water Power
Company Public Service Company of
New Hampshire
P.O. Box 270
Hartford, CT 06141-0270

James A. Hirshfield
Summit Communications, Inc.
3633 136th Place Southeast, Suite 107
Bellevue, Washington 98006
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John H. O'Neill, Jr.
Robert E. Conn
Norman J. Fry
Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge
Public Service Company of New Mexico
2300 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037-1128

Peter Arth, Jr.
Edward W. O'Neill
Mary Mack Adu
People of the State of California and the
Public Utilities Commission of the State of
California
505 VanNess Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

Richard J. Metzger
Emily M. Williams
Association for Local Telecommunication
Services
1200 19th Street, N.W., Suite 560
Washington, D.C. 20036

M. Robert Sutherland
Richard M. Sbaratta
A. Kirven Gilbert, III
Theodore R. Kingsley
Bellsouth
1155 Peachtree Street, N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30309-3610

John M. Goodman
Betsy L. Anderson
Lawrence W. Katz
Karen Zacharia
Bell Atlantic
1320 North Court House Road, 8th FI.
Arlington, VA 22201



Andrew D. Lipman
Russell M. Blau
Swidler & Berlin, Chartered
MFS Communications Company, Inc.
3000 K Street, N.W., Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20007

Shirley S. Fujimoto/Christine M. Gill
Carole C. HarrislKris Anne Monteith
McDermott, Will & Emery
American Electirc Power Service Corp.
1850 K Street, N.W., Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20006

R. Michael Senkowski
Robert J. Butler
Angela N. Watkins
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
GTE Service Corporation
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

John H. O'Neill, Jr.
Robert E. Conn
Norman 1. Fry
Shaw, Pitmann, Potts & Trowbridge
Delmarva Power & Light Company
2300 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037-1128

Lee A. Rau
Reed Smith Shaw & McClay
Paging Network, Inc.
8251 Greensboro Drive, Ste 1100
McLean, VA 22120

Frederick M. Joyce
Christine McLaughlin
Joyce & Jacobs, Attorneys at Law, LLP
A+ Network, Inc.
1019 19th Street, N.W.
Fourteenth Floor - PH-2
Washington, DC 20036
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James. Troup
L. Charles Keller
Arter & Hadden
Iowa Network Services, Inc.
1776 K Street, N.W., Suite 400K
Washington, DC 20006

Nicholas P. Miller
William Malone
Matthew C. Arne s
Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone, P.L.C.
Building Owners and Managers
Asociation International, et at
1225 19th Street, N.W., Suite 400
Washington, DC 20036-2420

Karl R. Moor
BaIgh & Bingham
Carolina Power & Light
1101 Connecticut Avenue, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20036

Robert M. Lynch
Durward D. Dupre
Jonathan W. Royston
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company
One Bell Center, Room 3520
St. Louis, Missouri 63101

Barry Lambergonan
Motorola, Inc.
1350 I Street, N.W., Suite 408
Washington, DC 20005

** HAND DELIVERED


