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In the Matter of )
)

Implementation of the Local Competition ) CC Docket No. 2§£_§_
Provisions in the Telecommunications Act )
of 1996 )

DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL

)

)
Interconnection between Local Exchange ) CC Docket No. 95-185
Carriers and Commercial Mobile Radio )
Service Providers )

MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF PAGE LIMIT

The United States Telephone Association (“USTA”) respectfully requests that the
Commission waive the 25-page limitation in Section 1.106(g) for oppositions to petitions for
reconsideration filed in the above-captioned proceeding.! USTA is the principal trade
association of the local exchange carrier industry. Its membership provides over 94 percent of
the local exchange carrier-provided access lines in the United States.

USTA submits that it will not be possible to appropriately respond to petitions for
reconsideration and clarification filed in this proceeding because of the complexity of the
issues raised. Accordingly, USTA hereby requests that the Commission extend the page limit
for oppositions to petitions for reconsideration in this proceeding to 50 double-spaced pages.

In addition, USTA requests that the Commission clarify that empirical economic studies and

' See Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions in the Telecommunications Act of 1996
(CC Docket No. 96-98), FCC 96-325, (Aug. 8, 1996) (First Report and Order) [hereinafter
Interconnection Order]. Petitions for Reconsideration were noticed in the Federal Register on
October 16. See 61 Fed. Reg. 53922-53923. Mo, of Cegias rec'd Q7L /3
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copies of relevant state orders will not be counted against the page limit established by the
Commission, as was done with regard to comments filed in response to the original Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking

In adopting rules governing local competition in the Interconnection Order, the
Commission addressed a large number of significant issues that will have broad-reaching
effects on existing providers of telecommunications services, new market entrants, state
regulatory agencies, and consumers. In recognition of this fact, the Common Carrier Bureau
extended the 25-page limit applicable to petitions for reconsideration in this proceeding to 50
pages because "[t]he length of the order and complexity of issues presented may require
greater discussion” than is typically required.> Similarly, it would be patently unfair to grant
petitioners an expansion of the page limitation, but not grant a similar expansion to those
opposing the petitions.

Forty-five parties filed petitions for reconsideration and/or clarification, totaling
approximately 700 pages. The petitions raise a large number of complex issues covering
virtually every major decision the Commission made in the Interconnection Order, including
network unbundling, collocation rights, pricing, resale rights, transport and termination,
mutual compensation, and parameters for negotiations. Sections 251 and 252 of the

Communications Act, and the Part 51 rules that the Commission adopted, will produce far-

2 Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions in the Telecommunications Act of 1996
(CC Docket No. 96-98), FCC 96-182, (rel. April 19, 1996) (Notice of Proposed Rulemaking) at
291.

*  Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions in the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (CC
Docket No. 96-98) and Interconnection between Local Exchange Carriers and Commercial Mobile
Radio Service Providers (CC Docket No. 95-185), DA 96-1603 (Sept. 24, 1996).



reaching effects on consumers and all facets of the telecommunications industry. For these
reasons, USTA maintains that an increased page limit is warranted in order to give opposing
parties sufficient opportunity to respond to and provide necessary information regarding the
issues presented in these petitions.

Accordingly, USTA respectfully submits that good cause has been demonstrated for
waiver of Section 1.106(g) and that grant of this motion would serve the public interest. Also,
the Commission should clarify that the page limit established regarding oppositions in this
proceeding shall not include any empirical economic studies or state orders included as part of

a filing.

Respectfully submitted,

A . ﬁ
Mary McDermott
Linda Kent

Charles D. Cosson
Keith Townsend

United States Telephone Association
1401 H Street NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20005-2164

Its Attorneys

October 18, 1996
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Carl McFadgion, do certify that on October 18, 1996 copies of the Motion for
Extension of Page Limit of the United States Telephone Association were either hand-delivered,

or deposited in the U.S. Mail, first-class, postage prepaid to the person on the attached service
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