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The WasnincToN Post

Broadcasters, W
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.Moight and won since February, and it
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- In February, thememdentsmed
, requires ,

 daly before Clinton’s presumptive oppo-

+ “niéht in the November election, Robert
. J. Dole, was scheduled to visit Holly-
‘gmdandaﬁa&maﬂegedaoem.
v+ At a three-hour gathering at the
*:White House of 50 producers, TV ex-
dbutives and such G-rated

"’mdﬂieagremt.lt“saysto
rica’s parents, you are not alone.
are all committed to working with

hite House Agree
‘Educational’ Programming

you to see that educational program-
ming for your children makes the
grade,” the president said. '

Broadcasters had long opposed a
government edict on educational TV,
saying such programming often draws
small audiences and that a requirement
to air it amounts to a violation of their
First Amendment rights,

But the industry’s opposition gradu-
ally eroded during the debate, in part
because of pressure applied by Clinton,
FCC Chairman Reed E. Hundt and
Rep. Edward Markey (D-Mass), the
author of a 1990 children’s TV law that
encouraged but did not require more

educational programming.

One possible obstacle remaining to
the agreement: FCC commissioner
James H. Quello, whose swing vote
blocked an earlier version of the plan.
He said yesterday that he would “re-
serve judgment until I review the final
draft” of the plan.

The compromise plan was proposed
Iast week by Ralph Gabbard, the chair-
man of CBS’s affiliated station group.
Stations that air less than three hours

per week of regularly scheduled chil-

dren’s shows could offer an equivalent
amount by running specials and public-

THE FAMILY THREE HOURS

A LOOK AT THE NEW EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION
REQUIREMENTS

| Requirements: Each week, three hours of 30-minute shows must
air between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m. Alternatively, stations faliing short
of the three-hour standard could air public service announcements,
specials and other shows 15 minutes in length.

seryice announcements or by financing
educational programs that -air on other
stations.

Broadcasters that fall below ﬂte
three-hour standard or its equivalent
are unlikely to lose their licenses,
White House officials acknowledged,
but would have to face a lengthy and
poténtially expensive shawing before
the FCC to justify their program lineup.

“We think today will be the stimulus
forarealgoldenagemeducammlpm—
gramming,” said ‘Greg Simon, the
White House oﬂ'nal who'brokered the
plan.

Officials yesterday were speculating

THE WASHINGTON POST

as to what the FCC might rule to be ed-
ucational. Simon suggested a station
airing the teen situation comedy “Saved

- by the Bell” or Cosby’s beloved family

series from the 1980s, for example,
might count these programs education-
al. However, neither show seems “spe-
cifically designed” to meet young view-
ers’ educational needs.

Although saying they supported the
‘general idea of yesterday’s plan, sever-

al TV executives expressed unease
over the definition’s vagueness. “It's
one of the bigger concerns for me,” said

Geraldine Laybourne, who heads ABC

network’s children’s programming.
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Broadcaslers Pledge 3 Hours
- Of ‘Educational’ TV a Week

ByPaulFarhi |
Washington Post Stall Writer- -

President Clinton announced an
agreement with the television inkmetry
yesterday that would require stations
to air three hours per week of “educa-
tional’ TV shows for children, The ac-
wdom\esatmdammmﬂdm
dential campaign rhetoric about

mammm-um
educational TV

uummmm
mmquﬂym

the programs should be “specifically
designed to meet the educational and
Wmfﬁmm

butmvatttomel“ederalcmunw
cations ,Commussion to decide which
programs meet that standard.
Proponents say that if the plan is
formafly adopted by the FCC it will
force many stations to air more matesi-
al such as “Bill Nye the Science Guy,”
“Where in the World is Carmen Sen-
diego” and “Beakman’s Workl.” How-
ever, other stations, aiready airing
three hours or more of this type of
fare, would not be much affected.
The proposal marks the third major
cultural initiative that Clinton has
See CHILDREN'S TV, A7,Col. 1
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