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""'"
~rpadcasters, White House Agree
~ 'Educational' Programming
" ... I

..

as to what the FCC might rule to be ed
ucatiooal. Simon suggested a station
airil)g the teen situation comedy "Saved
by.• Bell" or Cosby's beloved famit
series from the 1980s, for example,
might count these programs education
al. However, neither showseetns "Spe
cifically designed" to meet young view
ers' educational needs.

Although saying they supported the I

general & of yesterday's plan, sever·
al TV executives expressed, unease
over the definition's vagueness."1t's
one of the bigger concerns for me," said
Geraldine Layboume, who heads ABC •
network's children's programming.

THE WASHINGTOlI POST

• Requirements: Each week, three hours of 3D-minute shows must
air between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m. Alternatively, stations falling short
of the three-hour standard could air public service announcements,
specials and other shows 15 minutes in length.

THE FAMILY THREE HOURS
A LOOK AT THE NEW EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION

REQUIREMENTS

~"--------"--""---"'------. \

service~ or by financing
educational programs that air onotber
stations.

Broadcasters that faD below'.
three-hour standard or its equMdeat
are unlikely to lose their Iicetlses,
White House officials acknowledged,
but would nave to face a lengthy and
potenWilly expensive showing before
the FCC to justify theirprogram lineup.

"We think today .be the stimulus
for a real goklena.aeiaC'Jducational pr0
gramming'" ,$lid '(;reg Simon, the
White House dficialwhobrokered the
plan. .

0fficia1s ytllJtetday were speculating

you to, see that educational program
ming for your children makes the
grade," the president said. '

Broadcasters had long opposed a
government edict on educational TV,
saying such programming often draws
small audienCes and that a requirement
to air it amounts to a violation of their
First Amendtllent rights.

But the industry's opposition gradu
ally eroded during the debate, in part
because of pressure applied by Clinton,
FCC Chait1mm Reed E. Hundt and
Rep. Edward 'Markey (D-Mass.), the
author of a1990children's TV law that
eoc:ouraged but did not require more
educational prog1'aplIl\ing. '

One' possible~ remaining to
the agreement: FCC commissioner
James H. Quello, whose swing vote
blocked an earlier version of the plan.
He said yesterday that he would "re
serve judgment until I review the final
draft" of the plan.

The compromise plan was proposed
last week by Ralph Gablmd, the chair
man of CBS's affiJiated station group.
Stations that air less than three hours
'per week of regularly scheduled chil
dren's shows could offer an equivalent
amount by running specials and public-

.q- - CiDLDilEWs'l'V,Fro1IlAl
,~"ttt,:: - -.. ,
,~and woo since February, atKiit
.~ his efforts to ~t£)vot
:~en as a "family-£ri.endly" candidate in
:-tbefall electiQns. >

'. ': In February, ,'the president ,signed
1ecois!!tim, tbat '" TV",' setmakers"'Ii~'a-""'",uu , requrres , ' ",'

,'~'" indUdea"v~,"'~ that can
:.~ by vieWers to scteen

:~~a~
: et91JJd ~pleiJjedtoereate a
:'~,lating $JIItemtiJat'Ni as
,~~,or symbOIs'to-rank virtually
,jlfty J)l'()BraJnS for semBI 'situations,
~ langUage or vioIeaw.:e.

;':·:'Yesterdays~ came a
: d.a1 before Clinton's presumptive <W>
I 'ritibt in the November election, Robert
: J. -Dole, was scheduled to visit HoDy
:.\)ooCi and attack its aDeged excesses.
.~ .• 'At a three-hour gathering at the
~$lDte.H~ of 50~ TV ex
~~,aad such~ perfonners

I!~i
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Broadcasters PWge 3Hours
Of 'Educational' TV a Week:

,
By Paul Fami
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•

but leaves it to the Federal Commudi
eationa.~ to decide wbidl
ptqpmS meet that stmdard.

Propoaents say that if the plan is
bmalIy acqud by the FCC it will
forte DB1Y statioos to air more materi
al 8UdI as.. Nye the Science Guy,"
"WhIft in the Wcrkl is Carmen SIq
dieIP" and "Beakman's World." How
ever. other stations, already airing
thnle blurs eX' more c:l this type of
fare, would not be much affected.

The JX'OPQ6lIl marks the third maj)r
culturlll initiative that Clinton bas

See CBILDIlEN'8 TV, A7, CoL 1
e, .'.- 1
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