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October 11, 1995

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
The Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

As a parent and PTA member, I am writing to urge you to vote on October 16th
to require all TV stations to produce at least one hour of educational and informational
programming per day, or at least seven hours per week.

The Children's Television Act (CTA) requires broadcasters to serve the
educational and informational needs of children as a condition for license renewal. The
FCC rules must ensure compliance with the CTA by writing clear and specific
guidelines in this area. The PTA supports the following guidelines:

A. Set a standard of at least one hour per day of specifically-designed
educational and informational programming on all TV stations;

B. Redefine the FCC definition of "educational and informational"
programming in order to close the regulatory loophole which permits stations to
cite programming suctl as "The Simpsons" and the "Flintstones" on their
license renewal applications;

C. Count only standard length, regularly-scheduled educational
programs as meeting a station's "core" programming obligations under the Act;

D. Exclude programs aired before 6:00 a.m. or after 10:00 p.m. from
counting toward the core requirement of children's programming.

Quality children's programs in my community which meet these guidelines
include Sesame Street, Reading Rainbow, NOVA, and Mr. Rodger's Neighborhood.
Cartoons, sit-coms, and public service announcements do not meet these guidelines.
As a parent and a PTA member, I would like to see more good quality programming for
children. I would like to see all cartoons and shows depicting violence restricted from
the airwaves during the times that children watch TV.

Voluntary steps toward improving children's television simply have not worked.
Now is the time for the FCC to take action. No more stalling strategies by the
industry. The time is right for the FCC to vote for children.

Sincerely,
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