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UTAH CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS, INC.

Utah PTA Celebrating Every Child Phone: (801) 359-3875
1037 East South Temple (800) 246-3875
Salt Lake City, Utah 84102 Linda M. Parkinson, .President FAX: (801) 537-7827

=========!:::!:::M11q ;6 "--;(==:!:''D========
October 16, 1995

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
The Federal Communications commission
1919 M street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

As a parent and grandparent of young children, I am appalled at the
quantity and quality of children's television programming. While
our two pUblic broadcasting stations have educational programs for
children such as Barney, Mr. Roger's Neighborhood, Sesame Street,
etc., the commercial television stations offer little in the way of
"educational and informational" programming suitable for young
children.

While parents should share responsibility for what their children
watch on television, they cannot do the job themselves. The market
has not responded to providing more and better children's
programming, and parents need the active help of the FCC to improve
TV quality.

Please consider strengthening the Children's Television Act by
adding the following language to the rules of the act:

1. Require the following for "educational programming":
.programming that has education as a "significant purpose"
.programs that air between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 11:00
p.m .
• programs that are regularly scheduled and of substantial
length (at least 15 minutes)
.written statement provided by stations on the educational
objectives and the child audience targeted by the programming

2. Require stations to identify educational children's
programming when it airs to help parents choose these shows.

3. Mandate that stations air a minimum of three hours per week of
educational shows for children. This requirement will rise to
five hours per week over a period of several years.

As you contemplate changes in the Children's Television Act, please
remember the time is right for the FCC to vote for children.

An Affi'liate ofNational PTA-Celebrating a Century of Caring 1897-1997
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
The Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

I am writing on behalf of the members of the Indian Trail Elementary School PTA and
families who would urge the Federal Communications Commission to strengthen the
Children's Television Act (eTA). The changes requested by concerned parents and PTA's
before the commission would improve the quality of educational programming available to our
communities' students through TV viewing.

In the small town of La Porte, Indiana, many families' television options are limited to local
and national TV stations only, and not the other educational programming available through
cable or satellite, such as National Geographic, or The Learning Channel. It is extremely
important for your commission to set a standard of at least one hour per day of specifically
designed educational and informational programming on all TV stations. By educational and
informational programming our PTA also supports the National PTA position that would
tighten the regulatory loophole which qualifies such programs as "The Jetsons" and the
"Flintstones" toward the required hour. In addition, we feel that only regularly scheduled
educational programs after 6:00a.m. and before 1O:00p.m. should qualify toward the core
requirement, as these are the hours children are actively viewing TV. Quality programming
should be instrumental in teaching values or facts such as "Barney", "Sesame Street", "Reading
Rainbow", or "The Magic Schoolbus" to cite just a few which have aired or are currently being
aired in this area.

Please support our school's and the National PTA's position on strengthening the CTA-it was
enacted to serve the needs of our children. In today's society, the American student has more
access and opportunity to view TV programming than ever - Let's all make it an educational
and informational resource that will aid them in their future successes.

Since~ely yours,.. \. ')

/cIJ1d7J!r~fd:uIJ
Mafy Ki Nielsen
Legislation Chairperson
Indian Trail Elementary School
3214 S.State Road 104
La Porte, IN 46350
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356 Kaufman Road
Somerset, Ma 02726
October 18, 1995

Mr. Reed Hundt, Chair
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. st. N. W.
Washington, D. c. 20554

Deer Mr. Hundt:

I feel very strongly that the ~C should make the networks put
on more children' B programming. This programming should be defined so
that they cannot claim that a rerun of The Jetsons is "educational."

As you know, the average child spends many hours a week watching
television, often more time than they spend in school; and almost every
literate person agrees that most of it is garbage. At the same time
educational achievement levels are falling, and the incidence of child
Violence, even murder, is increasing.

TV executives like to argue that making them set aside time for
children's programming is interfering with thei First Amendment rights.
Nothing could be further from the truth. There is much sex and violence
on prime time TV which I persenally deplore, but I am not asking that
these programs be censored. I simply request more time for children.

The airwaves belong to the American people. As it is not possible
for every person to have hiS/her own TV or even radio station, the airwaves
have to be licensed by the government, and the stations awarded to a few
people or corporations.

This license is a priv~lege, not a right. (If it were a right, every
person in this country would have one.) The privilege in the past has always
come with an obligation to devote some radio or TV time to public service
uses, news programs, cultural programs which may appeal to a limited audience,
and certainly children's programming. This obligation is simply part
payment to the American people - represented by their government - for the
privilege of using the rest of broadcast time in profit making activity.
To claim that such an obligation is an infringement on free speech has no
standing in fact or in logic; it is timply helping to pay at least part of
what the airwaves are worth. If these executives don't wish to make such
a payment, I am sure there are other bidders out there who would be glad
to take over. '"

Please make a ruling whicL win provide at least a few hours per
week of wholesome and educational shows for children to watch. They need
it, and their parents want it.

;.SryicerelY. yours, .

~~~
Peter B. Denison

o
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October 15, 1995

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
The Federal Communucations Commission
1919 "M" Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt,

As a parent, PIA member and PIA officer I am writing to urge you to support
changes to the Children's Television Act. I am the Legislative Officer for the 90
local units in Region 2 of the Washington State PTA, representing 15,000+
members in suburban Seattle. We believe that voluntary guidelines have not been
adequate in providing quality viewing options for parents and young people.

\
''-.~.

We support the National PIA Position:

*A minimum of one hour per day of programming specifically
designed for children
*Redefine "educational & informational" so that programs such as
"The Jetsons" & "The Flintstones" do not qualify
*Count only standard length, regularly scheduled programs
*Exclude programs aired before 6:00am or after 10:0Opm

Broadcasters use the public airwaves free of charge. Parents are desperate for
quality options for their children's viewing. Low income parents are particularly
at a disadvantage. They may not be able to provide access to community and
cultural events. They may not be able to afford the cable tv options of channels
specializing in childrens programming. They most certainly cannot afford the
computers and CD Roms found in most affluent homes. They need your support
and assistance most of all. Can you, in good conscience, ignore their plight?

I urge you to support needed changes to the Children's Television Act.

Sincerely,

Marilyn Enright, Region 2 Legislative Chair
Washington State PIA

o
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